
RaYBaSH’s Torah Thoughts 

Parashah #8: Vayishlach: He Sent 

B’reshit (Gen.) 32:4-36:43 

By: Rabbi Yehudah ben Shomeyr  

 

Summary: 

 

In Parashah Vayishlach Ya’akov prepares to face Esav. Ya’akov sends many 

servants with gifts of livestock ahead of him to try to appease Esav. For he hears he 

has 400 men with him. Ya’akov also divides his family into two camps in the event 

Esav would attack one, the other would escape. 

 

Then the creation of the HWF (Hebrew wrestling Federation) takes place with 

Ya’akov the Heel Grabber in one corner and the Angel of YHWH AKA: Yeshua 

Moshieynu in the other corner. This is the First “Royal” Rumble. This wrestling 

match lasts all night till daybreak and ends with a submission hold on the Angel of 

YHWH, despite the Angels signature “Hip Halter” move. Perhaps Yeshua came 

off a near by rock with a flying elbow to the hip? Anyway, Ya’akov refuses to give 

up and the Angel of YHWH blesses him and changes his name from Ya’akov the 

Heel Grabber, to Yisrael the Overcoming Prince…. See told ya it was the first 

Royal Rumble. 

 

Dinah one of Ya’akov’s daughters is raped by Shekem the Hivite and her brothers 

Shimon and Levi take matters into their own hands by justified violence and 

deceit.  They agree to let Hamor have Dinah on the condition all Hivites become 

circumcised, in other words convert to Judaism.  They do and on the 3
rd

 day after 

they were in great pain and most vulnerable. Shimon and Levi play Rambo and the 

Terminator and kill all the men.  

 

Rachel dies after giving birth to Benyamin. Re’uven sleeps with Bilhah his Fathers 

concubine. Yitzhak dies and Ya’akov and Esav bury him.  

 

The Torah portion ends with the genealogies of Esav. 

 

Commentary: 

 

Gen. 32:23-24 “And he took them, and sent them over the brook, and sent over that he had. 

And Jacob was left alone; and there wrestled a man with him until the breaking of the 

day.” (KJV)  



 

Even though a husband and wife are one, and even he and his spouse with his 

children are one, and they all share each others burdens, there are some burdens the 

man is meant to carry alone. 

 

 
Gal. 6:2 “Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.” (KJV) 

 

Gal. 6: 5 “For every man shall bear his own burden.” (KJV) 

 

 

There are some struggles a man, a prophet, priest, and king of his home must go 

through alone with G-D. 

 

Who was this mysterious wrestler? Verse 24 says a man. Verse 28 says The 

Divine! 

 

 
Gen. 32:24 “And Jacob was left alone; and there wrestled a man with him until the 

breaking of the day.” (KJV) 

 

 

Gen. 32:28 “And he said, Thy name shall be called no more Jacob, but Israel: for as a 

prince hast thou power with God and with men, and hast prevailed.” (KJV) 

 

 

Who do we know who was G-d and man all at the same time? Yeshua the 

Messiah! 

 

 
“I believe Yahshua Ha Moshiach of Nazareth is the prophesied Messiah of Israel.  That He 

was FULLY Elohim to be able to redeem us from our sins, and FULLY man to have the 

right to redeem us from our sins, to be our Kinsmen Redeemer (Ruth, Jer.17:5-7, Jn.1).  

Yeshua is the perfect, holy, sinless Messiah, the Son of Elohim, who is the Word that 

became flesh and “sukkot, tabernacled,” dwelt among us (Jn.1:14).  “What we must keep 

in mind is that to rob Yeshua of His full deity (divinity) or His full humanity is to rob 

ourselves of our salvation.” Bikurei Tziyon, issue 71, pg.29 (Italics mine). His flesh was not 

Elohim; He is the “Lesser YHWH” which is an emanation of Elohim as is mentioned in the 

Kabbalah, robed in the form of flesh.  He was an emanation of Elohim, who came to dwell 

in a mortal body that never saw corruption (Ps.14:10), a pure deity manifest in the flesh.   

He was not an incarnation, which would denote that 100% of Elohim came in the flesh.  

Yahshua was FULLY Elohim in the flesh, but not 100% Elohim.  Elohim is so infinite that 

He is everywhere and fills everything, so it would be impossible for ALL of Elohim to be 



limited to a mortal body.  Let me put in the words of Dr. Friedman, “If we were to go to the 

Mediterranean Sea and fill a glass with sea water, we can say that all the water in the glass 

is truly sea water.  However we cannot call the glass, “The Mediterranean Sea.”  There is 

much more to the Mediterranean Sea than the glass.  Yet nonetheless, the water in that 

glass is truly Mediterranean Sea water through and through.” There are many out there 

who claim to be Netzarim who do not believe Yahshua was Divine.  Some of these people 

are from a branch called the Ebonites.  They cannot back up their position by ancient 

rabbinic literature, or ancient interpretation of the Scriptures.  They can only use late 1
st
 

century to modern Jewish doctrine which was created as reactionary doctrine to separate 

themselves from the True Netzarim, to back up their stance.   I believe that Yahshua, just 

as the Ruach Ha Kodesh, is an emanation of Elohim.  Yahshua is the Kohen Ha Gadol 

(High priest) who became the ultimate, once and for all atoning sacrifice Himself, for all 

mankind (Heb.4”14-5:10; 6:19-8:2).  I believe salvation is only available through Him.  I 

believe Yahshua came first as Messiah ben Yosef (Joseph) the Suffering Servant, and will 

be returning as Messiah ben David the Kingly Messiah.  I believe that these two pictures of 

the Messiah, given in Scripture are one and the same. As C.S. Lewis once said, “He is either 

a Liar, a Lunatic, or L-RD.”” 

-- Get back to the First Century by Yehudah ben Shomeyr  

 

 

This manifestation we read here in the passage is called a “Messiahophany”: A 

Manifestation of the Messiah in Human form prior to His earthy Virgin Birth in 

Luke 2.  

 

 Also when a particular angel is used for a Divine Mission, the Scriptures usually 

names the angel.  But when it is a Messiahophany, it is called the “Angel of the L-

RD” to let us know this is a Divine emanation of YHWH Himself in the form of 

Yeshua. 

 

V.25-26 We have already established who this “man” was. Ya’akov lives up to his 

name as Heel Grabber. He has learned even before birth to never give up. He 

wrestled Esav in the womb, and Esav knew he couldn’t prevail and he tried to 

escape, yet Ya’akov latched on to his heel and wouldn’t let go.  

 

Here Messiah knew Ya’akov’s tenacity and even though he couldn’t overcome the 

Messiah, Messiah knew Ya’akov would never give up or let go. So Messiah had to 

make him let go.  Even after a dislocated hip he STILL hung on till day break! 

This is to teach us to hold on, even though the longest hours and darkest nights.  

 

V.27 Ya’akov knew what he wanted and wouldn’t give up and wouldn’t take no 

for an answer. 

 



Concerning the hip, this is to tech us that when we have an encounter with YHWH, 

our “walk” is never the same and we and everyone else knows it. 

 

V.28-31 Because he didn’t give up, notice he didn’t overcome, or “win the match”, 

he just simply didn’t give up, and he received a blessing; A New Name, and hence 

a new life and a new Identity which removed the stigma of the old. 

 

Yisrael means: Yisra = to prevail over, El = G-d.  

 

So sometimes overcoming doesn’t necessarily mean winning. Just never giving up 

and holding on to the Messiah, the overcomer. 

 

 John 16:33 “These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the 

world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.” (KJV) 

 

Matt.10:22b “but he that endureth to the end shall be saved.” (KJV) 

 

Revelation speaks of overcomers and what they get: 

 

 Rev. 2:7 “He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him 

that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of 

God.” 

Rev. 2:11 “He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; He 

that overcometh shall not be hurt of the second death.” 

Rev. 2:17 “He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To 

him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white stone, 

and in the stone a new name written, which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it.” 

Rev. 2:26 “And he that overcometh, and keepeth my works unto the end, to him will I give 

power over the nations:” 

Rev. 3: 5 “He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not 

blot out his name out of the book of life, but I will confess his name before my Father, and 

before his angels.” 



Rev.3:12 “Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall 

go no more out: and I will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of 

my God, which is new Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven from my God: and I 

will write upon him my new name.” 

Rev. 3:21 “To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also 

overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne.” 

Rev. 21:7 “He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will be his God, and he shall 

be my son.” (all quotes fro KJV) 

 

It’s only up to us to hold on like Ya’akov, not to overcome. If we hold on to the 

Overcomer we then will overcome. 

 

Rev.5:5 “And one of the elders saith unto me, Weep not: behold, the Lion of the tribe of 

Judah, the Root of David, hath prevailed to open the book, and to loose the seven seals 

thereof.” (KJV) 

 

Sometimes YHWH tests us to see how determined we are and how bad we want or 

need something.  

Ya’akov knew when it is proper not to take “No.” for an answer. 

V.30 I wonder what that blessing (besides his name) was. Maybe the Birkat 

Kohanim (the Aaronic Blessing). 

V.31 We never forget and always memorialize the place where we wrestled with 

G-d. 

For me it was…. 

 

“One fateful, cloudy, dismal, rainy day I sat in the passenger seat of our car.  As my wife 

drove, I was looking out the window, feeling a million miles away from Elohim.  I asked 

Him in my heart, “Why do I feel so distant from You?  I cannot think of any sin in my life 

that has separated us. Is this all there is to this Christian life? There’s got to be more!”  The 

reply HaShem gave me didn’t directly answer my question, or even make sense to me.  But 



strangely it gave me shalom (peace).  He said three times in my heart and Neshama (Soul), 

almost audibly, “Get back to the first century.”  

  

And so began my study of the first century and its followers of Yahshua Messiah, their 

customs, culture, beliefs, and practices.  As I began to learn more and more, I saw how the 

Christian church didn’t line up with the Scriptures, and that it actually opposed them at 

times.  I began correcting faulty Christian doctrine in my own life.  I slowly started 

separating myself from the Church.  I felt compelled to take on more and more Jewish 

practices…. My wife and I then discovered that we both had Jewish ancestry in our 

families; this confirmed in our minds that we were on the right track.  I stopped attending 

Church all together, and began to look for a Messianic (for I knew nothing of the Netzarim 

at the time) synagogue…. I had found a Netzarim synagogue and became totally involved.  

I felt if my Messiah did these things and they were good enough for Him, then I should too.  

Wow!  What a privilege to wear, do, celebrate, and live out the very things my Messiah did!  

Because Practicing Believers in Netzarim Judaism are few and far between, I am pretty 

much a self made Jew.  Almost everything I know up to this point has been self taught.  I 

sought this knowledge out on my own until just recently when I came under the 

Mentorship and Tutelage of my current Rabbi.   Now, approximately 10 years later, here I 

am, a convert to Netzarim Judaism through hatafat dam brit (ritual circumcision) and 

mikvah (baptism).  I am now a 21
st
 century Orthodox Netzarim Jew.” – Get Back to the 

First Century by Yehudah ben Shomeyr  

 

 

Ya’akov was about to meet Esav and he didn’t know what was going to happen. 

He (as the Sages said) prayed, sent gifts, and did battle.” 

 

33:1-17 Also gifts and flattery can’t hurt either. 

 

 
Prov. 18:16 “A man's gift maketh room for him, and bringeth him before great men.” 

(KJV) 

 

Prov.19:6Many will intreat the favour of the prince: and every man is a friend to him that 

giveth gifts. (KJV) 

 

 Prov.21:14 “A gift in secret pacifieth anger: and a reward in the bosom strong wrath.” 

(KJV) 

 

 

Gen. 32:4-22 Ya’akov here teaches us in a crisis situation to stay calm, keep a level 

head, always make plans, be prepared, don’t put all your eggs in one basket, and 

whatever is beyond you or out of your hands just trust and allow G-d to do the rest. 

 



Legends of the Bible compares Ya’akov to a Ram, and Easv to a Wolf in combat. 

The Ram gouges the Wolf with his horns and the Wolf is unable to bite anything 

but the horns. 

 

Legends also says that, “While refusing the gifts with words, he held his hand 

outstretched ready to receive them.” 

 

It is said that the gifts he gave Esav were those acquired outside the Holy Land, so 

he didn’t much value them and didn’t mind parting with them. 

 

In Chapter 34 of Genesis tells of Yitzhaks death and how Ya’akov and Esav bury 

him. And now that Yitzhak is dead, Esav could launch his attack against Ya’akov. 

Esav waited for Yitzhak’s death to do so because he didn’t want to kill Ya’akov 

and the Yitzhak sires another child to bless. Esav wanted to be sure he would be 

the only one left to receive all that was his fathers. According to Tradition Esav 

attacks while Ya’akov is mourning the death of Leah, and Yehudah ends up 

leading the battle for Ya’akov and his family. Legend says that Ya’akov fatally 

wounds Esav by shooting an arrow into his right thigh. Interesting huh? Ya’akov 

was touched in the thigh for the good and Esav for the bad. Esav’s army ends up 

fleeing and Ya’akov buries his brother Esav.  

 

This ends our Torah Portion for this week.  

 

Shabbat Shalom and Shavuah Tov!  

– Rabbi Yehudah 

 

 

 

 
 

 

RaYBaSH’s Haftarah Hashings 

Parashah #8: Vayishlach: He Sent 

Obadiah 1:1-21 

By: Rabbi Yehudah ben Shomeyr 

 

Summary: 

 



In our Haftarah Portion we see when we’ve prayed, sent gifts (tried to make peace) 

and did battle, everything is out of our hands and now fully in G-d’s who is THE 

Overcomer. 

 

He will do what we cannot. He will defeat and decimate our enemy, all we have to 

do, like Ya’akov, is to hold on and never give up, no matter what happens. 

 

This Obadiah was a former Edomite (Esav’s descendant) and a convert to Judaism 

who prophesied against Edom and his former countrymen in the Name of YHWH.   

 

Obadiah, one of the shortest books of all the Prophets is no more than 21 verses 

long and is all about Esav getting his for the evil he perpetrated against Israel 

(Ya’akov) and Yisrael’s return from exile to the Holy Land. 

 

 
Obadiah 1:2 “Behold, I have made thee small among the heathen: thou art greatly 

despised.” (KJV) 

 

Jer. 49:14-16 “I have heard a rumour from the LORD, and an ambassador is sent unto the 

heathen, saying, Gather ye together, and come against her, and rise up to the battle. For, lo, 

I will make thee small among the heathen, and despised among men. Thy terribleness hath 

deceived thee, and the pride of thine heart, O thou that dwellest in the clefts of the rock, 

that holdest the height of the hill: though thou shouldest make thy nest as high as the eagle, 

I will bring thee down from thence, saith the LORD.” 

Obadiah 1:1-3 “The vision of Obadiah. Thus saith the Lord GOD concerning Edom; We 

have heard a rumour from the LORD, and an ambassador is sent among the heathen, 

Arise ye, and let us rise up against her in battle. Behold, I have made thee small among the 

heathen: thou art greatly despised. The pride of thine heart hath deceived thee, thou that 

dwellest in the clefts of the rock, whose habitation is high; that saith in his heart, Who shall 

bring me down to the ground?” (KJV) 

 

Edom (Esav) is much like his Uncle Ishmael. Both seem to have lived by the 

sword, and were generally despised among the peoples. Both were very 

materialistic, seemingly living for the now.  

 

Obadiah 1:4 “Though thou exalt thyself as the eagle, and though thou set thy nest among 

the stars, thence will I bring thee down, saith the LORD.” (KJV) 



 

Might as well stop trying. 

 

Obadiah 1:5-7 “If thieves came to thee, if robbers by night, (how art thou cut off!) would 

they not have stolen till they had enough? if the grapegatherers came to thee, would they 

not leave some grapes? How are the things of Esau searched out! how are his hidden things 

sought up! All the men of thy confederacy have brought thee even to the border: the men 

that were at peace with thee have deceived thee, and prevailed against thee; they that eat 

thy bread have laid a wound under thee: there is none understanding in him.” (KJV) 

 

The Stone’s Edition of the Tanak says: 

“The prophet describes the disaster that will befall Edom/Esav. Ordinarily robbers 

leave incidentals and gleanings behind, but Edom will be stripped bare, and 

betrayed by her allies.”  

 

Obadiah 1:8-10 “Shall I not in that day, saith the LORD, even destroy the wise men out of 

Edom, and understanding out of the mount of Esau? And thy mighty men, O Teman, shall 

be dismayed, to the end that every one of the mount of Esau may be cut off by slaughter. 

For thy violence against thy brother Jacob shame shall cover thee, and thou shalt be cut off 

for ever.” (KJV) 

 

“That Day” Is a Hebrew idiom for the Judgment Day. 

 

Obadiah 1:11-14 “In the day that thou stoodest on the other side, in the day that the 

strangers carried away captive his forces, and foreigners entered into his gates, and cast 

lots upon Jerusalem, even thou wast as one of them. But thou shouldest not have looked on 

the day of thy brother in the day that he became a stranger; neither shouldest thou have 

rejoiced over the children of Judah in the day of their destruction; neither shouldest thou 

have spoken proudly in the day of distress. Thou shouldest not have entered into the gate of 

my people in the day of their calamity; yea, thou shouldest not have looked on their 

affliction in the day of their calamity, nor have laid hands on their substance in the day of 

their calamity; Neither shouldest thou have stood in the crossway, to cut off those of his 



that did escape; neither shouldest thou have delivered up those of his that did remain in the 

day of distress.” (KJV) 

 

The Stone’s Edition of the Tanak says: 

 

“The prophet chastises Edom for joining Israel’s enemies in looting and delighting in her 

misfortune.”  

 

V. 12 the word brother is a reference to Yisrael (Israel).    

 

 Obadiah 1:15-16 “For the day of the LORD is near upon all the heathen: as thou hast 

done, it shall be done unto thee: thy reward shall return upon thine own head. For as ye 

have drunk upon my holy mountain, so shall all the heathen drink continually, yea, they 

shall drink, and they shall swallow down, and they shall be as though they had not been.” 

(KJV) 

 

“Eye for an Eye and a Tooth for a Tooth”, what goes around comes around, this 

would be an example of Jewish Biblical Karma.  

 

 Obadiah 1:17-18 “But upon mount Zion shall be deliverance, and there shall be holiness; 

and the house of Jacob shall possess their possessions. And the house of Jacob shall be a 

fire, and the house of Joseph a flame, and the house of Esau for stubble, and they shall 

kindle in them, and devour them; and there shall not be any remaining of the house of 

Esau; for the LORD hath spoken it.” (KJV) 

 

Ya’akov = the House of Yehudah the “Fire” and Yosef = the House of Israel or the 

House of Ephrayim the rest of the 10 tribes is the “Flame” and Esav is the “Straw” 

 



Obadiah 1:19-21 “And they of the south shall possess the mount of Esau; and they of the 

plain the Philistines: and they shall possess the fields of Ephraim, and the fields of 

Samaria: and Benjamin shall possess Gilead. And the captivity of this host of the children 

of Israel shall possess that of the Canaanites, even unto Zarephath; and the captivity of 

Jerusalem, which is in Sepharad, shall possess the cities of the south. And saviours shall 

come up on mount Zion to judge the mount of Esau; and the kingdom shall be the 

LORD's.” (KJV) 

 

Esav will be wiped out and disposed of by the returning exiles of Israel. 

This concludes our Haftarah Portion for this week. 

Shabbat Shalom and Shavuah Tov. 

-- Rabbi Yehudah 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RaYBaSH’s Brit Chadashah Connections 

Parashah# 8: Vayishlach: He Sent 

I Cor. 5:1-13 

By Rabbi Yehudah ben Shomeyr 

 

Gen. 35:22 “And it came to pass, when Israel dwelt in that land, that Reuben went and lay 

with Bilhah his father's concubine: and Israel heard it. Now the sons of Jacob were 

twelve:” (KJV) 

 

1 Corinthians 5:1-8“It is reported commonly that there is fornication among you, and such 

fornication as is not so much as named among the Gentiles, that one should have his 

father's wife. And ye are puffed up, and have not rather mourned, that he that hath done 

this deed might be taken away from among you. For I verily, as absent in body, but present 

in spirit, have judged already, as though I were present, concerning him that hath so done 

this deed, In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, when ye are gathered together, and my 

spirit, with the power of our Lord Jesus Christ, To deliver such an one unto Satan for the 



destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus. Your 

glorying is not good. Know ye not that a little leaven leaveneth the whole lump? Purge out 

therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, as ye are unleavened. For even Christ 

our passover is sacrificed for us: Therefore let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, 

neither with the leaven of malice and wickedness; but with the unleavened bread of 

sincerity and truth.” (KJV)  

 

This reminds us of Reuven sins by taking Bilhah, his father’s concubine to bed. Do 

not tolerate this type of Torahless behavior; put them out of the synagogue until 

they make Teshuvah (repent) or their Torahlessness will rub off on you and the 

whole congregation! 

 

I Cor. 5:9-13 “I wrote unto you in an epistle not to company with fornicators: Yet not 

altogether with the fornicators of this world, or with the covetous, or extortioners, or with 

idolaters; for then must ye needs go out of the world. But now I have written unto you not 

to keep company, if any man that is called a brother be a fornicator, or covetous, or an 

idolator, or a railer, or a drunkard, or an extortioner; with such an one no not to eat. For 

what have I to do to judge them also that are without? do not ye judge them that are 

within? But them that are without God judgeth. Therefore put away from among 

yourselves that wicked person.”(KJV) 

 

Don’t try to keep company with or try to make peace with Esav-like people. 

 

 Matt. 7:6 “Give not that which is holy unto the dogs, neither cast ye your pearls before 

swine, lest they trample them under their feet, and turn again and rend you.” 

 

Matt. 18:15-19 “Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell him his 

fault between thee and him alone: if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother. But if 

he will not hear thee, then take with thee one or two more, that in the mouth of two or three 

witnesses every word may be established. And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto 

the church: but if he neglect to hear the church, let him be unto thee as an heathen man 

and a publican. Verily I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall be bound in 

heaven: and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. Again I say unto 

you, That if two of you shall agree on earth as touching any thing that they shall ask, it 

shall be done for them of my Father which is in heaven.” 



 

This is speaking of the Beyt Din, the ruling elders of the congregation, making a 

binding decision of the necessity of excommunication on account of un-

repentance.  

This concludes our Brit Chadashah Portion for this week. Shabbat Shalom and 

Shavuah Tov! 

-- Rabbi Yehudah 

 


