
RaYBaSH’s Torah Thoughts 

Shavu’ot Day 1 

Exodus 19:1-20:23, Numbers 28:26-31 

Shavu’ot Day 2 

Deut. 15:19-16:17 

By Rabbi Yehudah ben Shomeyr 

 

And there Israel camped opposite the mountain (19:2) 

At all their other encampments, the verse says vayachanu ("and they camped," in the 

plural); here it says vayichan ("and he camped," in the singular). For all other 

encampments were in argument and dissent, whereas here they camped as one man, with 

one heart. 

(Mechilta; Rashi) 

Exodus 19:3 “And Moses went up unto God, and the LORD called unto him out of the 

mountain, saying, Thus shalt thou say to the house of Jacob, and tell the children of 

Israel;  

 4Ye have seen what I did unto the Egyptians, and how I bare you on eagles' wings, and 

brought you unto myself.” (KJV) 

The House of Ya’akov (Jacob) and the Children of Israel included that 

mixed multitude. In Exekiel 37 there is a prophecy of Yehudah (Judah) and 

all who attaché themselves to her (the Gentiles) will be one with Ephrayim 

(Ephraim: the rest of Israel, the 10 tribes) and all who attach themselves with 

her (more Gentiles).  

Exodus 19:8 “And all the people answered together, and said, All that the LORD hath 

spoken we will do. And Moses returned the words of the people unto the LORD.” (KJV) 

So here we see all present, Israel and the mixed multitude agreed to it. 

“G-d had wanted to give the Torah to the Jews immediately after the Exodus from Egypt, 

but among them were found many that were lame halt, or deaf; wherefore G-d said; “That 

Torah is without blemish, hence would I not bestow it on a nation that has in such as are 

burdened with defects. Nor do I want to wait until their children shall have grown to 

manhood, for I do not desire any longer to delay the delight of the Torah.” For these 

reasons nothing was left Him to do but to heal those afflicted with disease…. For one 

other reason did G-d delay the revelation of the Torah. He had intended giving them the 

Torah immediately after their Exodus from Egypt, but at the beginning of the march 

through the desert, the new moon of the third month, when they arrived at Mount Sinai; 



whereupon G-d said: “The ways of the Torah are the ways of loveliness, and all its paths 

are of peace; I will yield the Torah to a nation that dwells in peace and amity.” – Legends 

of the Bible 

 Exodus 19:9 “And the LORD said unto Moses, Lo, I come unto thee in a thick cloud, 

that the people may hear when I speak with thee, and believe thee for ever. And Moses 

told the words of the people unto the LORD.” (KJV) 

It is said in several places no one can literally see G-d and live, This was 

said to Moshe (Ex.33:20), and Samson’s parents brought this concept up in 

(Judge 13:15-23) G-d has always put a buffer between Him and man. 

Because man is sinful by nature because of the willful sin of Adam and 

Chavah (Eve), and in turn finite and mortal, and so a Holy sinless, infinite, 

immortal G-d can not be in the presence of unholy sinful, finite, mortal man 

with out having death as the end result. This is why G-d turned his back on 

Yeshua while he was on the execution stake (cross) (See: Deut.21:22-23, 

Gal. 3:13). 

Without a buffer of blood from a sacrifice and now Yeshua, no one can 

approach YHWH and live. 

Even in the Tabernacle and the Temple later on, on Yom Kippur (Day of 

Atonement) a smoke screen of burning incense had to precede the priest and 

fill the Holy of Holies before the priest could sprinkle the blood of the 

sacrifice on the Ark of the Covenant, G-d’s throne on earth, because His 

presence was “seen”/resided between the two K’ruvim (Cherubim) on the 

Mercy Seat (lid) of the Ark. 

And even prior to this he had to prepare himself with washings, special 

garments, and a sacrifice for himself and his family before he could conduct 

the rites to atone for the nations sins (Lev. 16, 23:26-32). 

 Exodus 19:10 “And the LORD said unto Moses, Go unto the people, and sanctify them 

to day and to morrow, and let them wash their clothes,  

 11And be ready against the third day: for the third day the LORD will come down in the 

sight of all the people upon mount Sinai.  

 12And thou shalt set bounds unto the people round about, saying, Take heed to 

yourselves, that ye go not up into the mount, or touch the border of it: whosoever 

toucheth the mount shall be surely put to death:  



 13There shall not an hand touch it, but he shall surely be stoned, or shot through; 

whether it be beast or man, it shall not live: when the trumpet soundeth long, they shall 

come up to the mount.  

 14And Moses went down from the mount unto the people, and sanctified the people; and 

they washed their clothes.  

 15And he said unto the people, Be ready against the third day: come not at your wives.” 

(KJV) 

“The third month was chosen for revelation, because everything that is closely connected 

with the Torah and with Israel is triple in number. The Torah consists of three parts, the 

(Torah), the Prophets, and the Writings; similarly the oral law consists of Midrash, 

Halakah, and Haggadah. The communications between G-d and Israel were carried on by 

three, Moshe Aharon, an Miriam. Israel also is divided into three divisions, priests, 

Levites, and laymen; and they are, furthermore, the descendants of the three Patriarchs, 

Avraham, Yitzchak, and Ya’akov. For G-d has a preference for “the third”; It was the 

third of Adam’s sons, Seth, who became the ancestor of humanity, and so too it was the 

thrird among Noah’s sons, Shem, who attained high station. Among the Jewish kings, 

too, it was the third, Sholomo, whom G-d distinguished before all others. The number 

three plays a particularly important part in the life of Moshe. He belonged to the tribe of 

Levi, which is not only the third of the tribes, but has a name consisting of three letters 

(In Hebrew). He himself was the third of the children of the family; concealed by his 

mother throughout three months; and in the third month of the year, after a preparation of 

three days, sis he receive the Torah on a mountain, the name of which consists of three 

letters (In Hebrew).” – Legends of the Bible (Parenthesis mine) 

And it came to pass on the third day (19:16) 

A Galilean scholar lectured before Rabbi Chisda: "Blessed be the Merciful One who gave 

a three-fold Torah (consisting of Torah, Prophets and Scriptures) to a three-fold people 

(comprised of Kohanim, Levites and Israelites) through a third-born (Moses, the third 

child of Amram and Jocheved) on the third day in the third month. 

(Talmud, Shabbat 88a) 

The Torah is associated with the number "3" because the ultimate function of Torah is "to 

make peace in the world" and "3" represents the concept of peace. 

Peace is unity in diversity. The number "1" implies exclusivity and singularity; the 

number "2" connotes diversity and plurality; the number "3" represents a state in which 

the diversity of "2" is superceded by a third, encompassing truth, within whose context 

differences no longer divide but rather unite diverse components into a harmonious 

whole. 



This is the function to Torah: to introduce a unity of purpose to the diverse objects, forces 

and peoples of creation, uniting them all in the harmonious endeavor of serving the 

divine objective in creation. 

(The Chassidic Masters) 

Three is G-d’s signature for Echad, His oneness in plurality; there are three 

pillars in the Seforitic Tree. Binah: masculine for Understanding represented 

by Abba YHWH, Chochmah: the feminine for Wisdom represented by the 

Ruach Ha Kodesh (Holy Spirit), and Keter: Crown which is represented by 

Yeshua Moshiynu called the lesser YHWH in Kabbalah. It was three days 

that Yeshua was in the tomb. 

I am G-d your G-d (20:2) 

Because G-d appeared to them at the Red Sea as a mighty warrior, at Sinai as a sage 

teaching Torah, in the days of Solomon as a handsome lad and in the times of Daniel as a 

compassionate old man, G-d said to them: Just because you perceive Me in many guises, 

do not thinks that there are many gods; rather, it is I who was at the sea, I who was at 

Sinai, I who is in every place -- "I am G-d your G-d." 

(Midrash Tanchuma) 

Three days so each person can deal with each section of his being; Spirit, 

Soul and Body. 

This reminds us of Israel preparing for Yom Kippur (Lev. 23:29). 

Israel must be sure her heart, attitude, motives, spirit, soul and body were 

ready to see, hear and receive G-d. 

 Exodus 19:13 “There shall not an hand touch it, but he shall surely be stoned, or shot 

through; whether it be beast or man, it shall not live: when the trumpet soundeth long, 

they shall come up to the mount. 

 16And it came to pass on the third day in the morning, that there were thunders and 

lightnings, and a thick cloud upon the mount, and the voice of the trumpet exceeding 

loud; so that all the people that was in the camp trembled.  

 17And Moses brought forth the people out of the camp to meet with God; and they stood 

at the nether part of the mount.  



 18And mount Sinai was altogether on a smoke, because the LORD descended upon it in 

fire: and the smoke thereof ascended as the smoke of a furnace, and the whole mount 

quaked greatly.  

 19And when the voice of the trumpet sounded long, and waxed louder and louder, 

Moses spake, and God answered him by a voice.”(KJV) 

“The shofar blown at Mount Sinai, when the Torah was given, came from the ram which 

had been sacrificed in place of Isaac. The left horn was blown for a shofar at Mount Sinai 

and its right horn will be blown to herald the coming of Moshiach. The right horn was 

larger than the left, and thus concerning the days of Moshiach it is writtem. “on that day a 

great shofar will be blown.” – Bikurei Tziyon Issue # 67, pg. 19 

Why Sinai? Jewish tradition states that Sinai was part of Moriah smallest 

and humblest of mountains. The same mountain chain where Avraham 

bound Yitzchak and where the Temple would be built and where Yeshua 

would die. 

And G-d spoke all these words (20:1) 

When G-d gave the Torah no bird twittered, no fowl flew, no ox lowed, none of the 

angels stirred a wing, the seraphim did not say "Holy, Holy," the sea did not roar, the 

creatures spoke not, the whole world was hushed into breathless silence and the voice 

went forth: "I am G-d your G-d." 

(Midrash Rabbah) 

The 10 commandments are rendered differently in Judaism as opposed to 

Christianity and Catholicism.  

  Jewish Catholic Protestant* 

I 

I am the Lord your G-

d who has taken you 

out of the land of 

Egypt. 

I, the Lord, am your 

God. You shall not 

have other gods 

besides me. 

You shall have no 

other gods but me. 

II 
You shall have no 

other gods but me. 

You shall not take the 

name of the Lord, 

your God, in vain. 

You shall not make 

unto you any graven 

images. 

III 

You shall not take the 

name of the Lord your 

G-d in vain. 

Remember to keep 

holy the Lord's Day. 

You shall not take the 

name of the Lord your 

God in vain. 

IV 

You shall remember 

the Sabbath and keep 

it Holy. 

Honor your father 

and your mother. 

You shall remember 

the Sabbath and keep 

it Holy. 

http://www.chabad.org/parshah/in-depth/plainBody.asp?MosadTitle2=Chabad%2Eorg&AID=1289


V 
Honor your mother 

and father. 
You shall not kill. 

Honor your mother 

and father. 

VI You shall not murder. 
You shall not commit 

adultery. 
You shall not murder. 

VII 
You shall not commit 

adultery. 
You shall not steal. 

You shall not commit 

adultery. 

VIII You shall not steal.   
You shall not bear 

false witness. 
You shall not steal. 

IX 
You shall not bear 

false witness. 

You shall not covet 

your neighbor's wife. 

You shall not bear 

false witness. 

X 

You shall not covet 

anything that belongs 

to your neighbor. 

You shall not covet 

your neighbor's goods. 

You shall not covet 

anything that belongs 

to your neighbor. 

 

The 10 Commandments are not an exhaustive list, but a summary. There are 

actually 613 Commandments. The 10 sum up the 613, and which one 

commandment sum up them all? Yeshua said that: 

 Mark 12:29 “And Jesus answered him, The first of all the commandments is, Hear, O 

Israel; The Lord our God is one Lord:  

 30And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with 

all thy mind, and with all thy strength: this is the first commandment.  

 31And the second is like, namely this, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. There is 

none other commandment greater than these.  

 32And the scribe said unto him, Well, Master, thou hast said the truth: for there is one 

God; and there is none other but he:  

 33And to love him with all the heart, and with all the understanding, and with all the 

soul, and with all the strength, and to love his neighbour as himself, is more than all 

whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.  

 34And when Jesus saw that he answered discreetly, he said unto him, Thou art not far 

from the kingdom of God. And no man after that durst ask him any question.” (KJV) 

You see 6+1+3= 10, so the 10 sum up the 613. and 1+0= 1, meaning one 

commandments sums up all 10, and all 613, isn’t that so neat?!  

There are not just 10 commandments as most people think, but 613! There 

are 248 positive (commandments) ways to get closer to HaShem, “Thou 



shalt’s,” and 365 negative (commandments) ways to get closer to HaShem, 

“Thou shalt not’s.”  Yet not all 613 apply to one person.  Some are for men, 

some are for women, some for kings, some for Levitical priests and the 

Temple which currently is no longer standing, and some for farmers in 

Israel. 

The first four commandments deal with mans duty and relationship to G-d. 

The last 5 deal with mans duty and relationship to his fellow man. The fifth 

Commandments should be in both lists for it is a transitional 

Commandments dealing with man’s relationship to G-d and man. 

The motive to being Torah Observant, Keeping the Commandments, is that 

of love. 

 John 14:15 “If ye love me, keep my commandments.” (KJV) 

John 15:10 “If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept 

my Father's commandments, and abide in his love.” (KJV) 

In John 17, Yehsua said that He and the Father are Echad, One, so Yeshua’s 

Commandments re not different from the Father’s Commandments. He is 

speaking none other than the 613 Commandments of the Torah. To further 

my point Yeshua said that he came to bring the Torah into its full meaning. 

He came to give us the Halacha, the way to walk it out in our daily lives. 

Matthew 5:17 “Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not 

come to destroy, but to fulfil.  

 18For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no 

wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.  

 19Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least commandments, and shall teach 

men so, he shall be called the least in the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do and 

teach them, the same shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.” (KJV) 

Remember the Shabbat day (20:8) 

In Deuteronomy 5 (where the Ten Commandments are repeated), it says, "Safeguard the 

Shabbat day." "Remember" and "safeguard" (which represent the imperative and 

prohibitive aspects of Shabbat) where expressed in a single utterance--something which 

the human mouth cannot articulate and the human ear cannot hear. 

(Talmud, Rosh Hashanah 27a) 



 Exodus 20:21 “And the people stood afar off, and Moses drew near unto the thick 

darkness where God was.” (KJV) 

Fear is:  

False Evidence Appearing as Reality. 

II Tim. 1:7 “For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of 

a sound mind.” (KJV) 

Numbers 28:26 Also in the day of the firstfruits, when ye bring a new meat offering unto 

the LORD, after your weeks be out, ye shall have an holy convocation; ye shall do no 

servile work:  

 27But ye shall offer the burnt offering for a sweet savour unto the LORD; two young 

bullocks, one ram, seven lambs of the first year;  

 28And their meat offering of flour mingled with oil, three tenth deals unto one bullock, 

two tenth deals unto one ram,  

 29A several tenth deal unto one lamb, throughout the seven lambs;  

 30And one kid of the goats, to make an atonement for you.  

 31Ye shall offer them beside the continual burnt offering, and his meat offering, (they 

shall be unto you without blemish) and their drink offerings. 

This just relates to and reminds us of the offerings given on this day in the 

past and to come when the 3
rd

 Temple is rebuilt and Messiah reigns as Priest 

and King. 

Deuteronomy 15-16 deal with the specifics of Shavuot. 

Chag Semeach Shavuot! 

-- Rabbi Yehudah 

 

 

RaYBaSH’s Haftarah Thoughts 

Shavuot Day 1 



Ezk. 1:1-28, 3:12 

By Rabbi Yehudah ben Shomeyr 

This vision of Yechezkiel of the 4 faced beast and the wheels is a metaphor 

for the throne of G-d which the physical symbolic representation is the Ark 

of the Covenant that housed the 2 tablets of stone containing the summary of 

the Torah in the 10 Words (10 Commandments) and that as in Numbers 9 

states that the Ark traveled with them where ever the Shekinah went, they 

followed and where ever it rested they camped, similar to the movements of 

the Beasts with the Wheels. 

Just as there is a stormy wind of sorts in 1:4 and 3:12, so also in Acts 2. And 

just as there were flashes of fire when the Torah was given at Mt. Sinai, so 

to here in the Haftarah portion and we have cloven tongues of fire in Acts!  

Chag Semeach Shavuot! 

-- Rabbi Yehudah 

 

 

RaYBaSH’s Haftrah Thoughts 

Shavuot Day 2 

Hab. 2:20-3:19 

By Rabbi Yehudah ben Shomeyr 

Habakkuk 2:20 But the LORD is in his holy temple: let all the earth keep silence 

before him. 

Habakkuk 3:1 A prayer of Habakkuk the prophet upon Shigionoth.  

 2O LORD, I have heard thy speech, and was afraid: O LORD, revive thy work in 

the midst of the years, in the midst of the years make known; in wrath remember 

mercy.  

 3God came from Teman, and the Holy One from mount Paran. Selah. His glory 

covered the heavens, and the earth was full of his praise.  



 4And his brightness was as the light; he had horns coming out of his hand: and 

there was the hiding of his power.  

 5Before him went the pestilence, and burning coals went forth at his feet.  

 6He stood, and measured the earth: he beheld, and drove asunder the nations; and 

the everlasting mountains were scattered, the perpetual hills did bow: his ways are 

everlasting.  

 7I saw the tents of Cushan in affliction: and the curtains of the land of Midian did 

tremble.  

 8Was the LORD displeased against the rivers? was thine anger against the rivers? 

was thy wrath against the sea, that thou didst ride upon thine horses and thy 

chariots of salvation?  

 9Thy bow was made quite naked, according to the oaths of the tribes, even thy 

word. Selah. Thou didst cleave the earth with rivers.  

 10The mountains saw thee, and they trembled: the overflowing of the water passed 

by: the deep uttered his voice, and lifted up his hands on high.  

 11The sun and moon stood still in their habitation: at the light of thine arrows they 

went, and at the shining of thy glittering spear.  

 12Thou didst march through the land in indignation, thou didst thresh the heathen 

in anger.  

 13Thou wentest forth for the salvation of thy people, even for salvation with thine 

anointed; thou woundedst the head out of the house of the wicked, by discovering 

the foundation unto the neck. Selah.  

 14Thou didst strike through with his staves the head of his villages: they came out 

as a whirlwind to scatter me: their rejoicing was as to devour the poor secretly.  

 15Thou didst walk through the sea with thine horses, through the heap of great 

waters.  

 16When I heard, my belly trembled; my lips quivered at the voice: rottenness 

entered into my bones, and I trembled in myself, that I might rest in the day of 

trouble: when he cometh up unto the people, he will invade them with his troops.  

 17Although the fig tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the vines; the 

labour of the olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield no meat; the flock shall be cut 

off from the fold, and there shall be no herd in the stalls:  



 18Yet I will rejoice in the LORD, I will joy in the God of my salvation.  

 19The LORD God is my strength, and he will make my feet like hinds' feet, and he 

will make me to walk upon mine high places. To the chief singer on my stringed 

instruments. 

 

This is a prayer with a remez (hint) of Shavu’ot in that as to this day we are 

in exile and the 3
rd

 Temple does not stand and we cannot fully celebrate 

Shavu’ot as we ought and it is a prayer for the restoration of all things. That 

the 3
rd

 Temple would be rebuilt and fully functioning; and for that to happen 

the Ark of the Covenant, the Throne of G-d must be found and Messiah must 

return to reclaim His throne and reign as Priest and King. 

Shalom and Chag Semeach Shavuot! 

-- Rabbi Yehudah 

 

 

 


