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RaYBaSH’s Torah Thoughts 

Parashah #41: Pinchas 

B’Midbar (Numbers) 25:10-30:1 

By: Rabbi Yehudah ben Shomeyr  

 

 

Summary: 

 

Pinchas, yeah, the name takes a while to get use to in Hebrew when one is use to 

the Anglicized Phinehas. But truth be known I like Pinchas better.  It grows on 

you.   

I will now quote from Chabad.org’s “Parashah in a Nutshell” to summarize this 

weeks Parashah: 

Aaron's grandson, Pinchas, is rewarded for his act of zealotry in killing the 

Shimonite prince Zimri and the Midianite princess: G-d grants him a covenant of 

peace and the priesthood. 

A census of the people counts 601,730 men between the ages of 20 and 60. Moses 

is instructed on how the Land is to be divided by lottery among the tribes and 

families of Israel. The five daughters of Tzelafchad petition Moses that they be 

granted the portion of the land belonging to their father, who died without sons; G-

d accepts their claim and incorporates it into the Torah's laws of inheritance. 

Moses empowers Joshua to succeed him and lead the people into the Land of 

Israel. The Parshah concludes with a detailed list of the daily offerings, and the 

additional offerings brought on Shabbat, Rosh Chodesh (first of the month), and 

the festivals of Passover, Shavuot, Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur, Sukkot and 

Shemini Atzeret. 



 

Commentary: 

 

Numbers 25:6-15 And, behold, one of the children of Israel came and brought unto his 

brethren a Midianitish woman in the sight of Moses, and in the sight of all the congregation 

of the children of Israel, who were weeping before the door of the tabernacle of the 

congregation. And when Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, saw it, 

he rose up from among the congregation, and took a javelin in his hand; And he went after 

the man of Israel into the tent, and thrust both of them through, the man of Israel, and the 

woman through her belly. So the plague was stayed from the children of Israel. And those 

that died in the plague were twenty and four thousand. And the LORD spake unto Moses, 

saying, Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, hath turned my wrath 

away from the children of Israel, while he was zealous for my sake among them, that I 

consumed not the children of Israel in my jealousy. Wherefore say, Behold, I give unto him 

my covenant of peace: And he shall have it, and his seed after him, even the covenant of an 

everlasting priesthood; because he was zealous for his God, and made an atonement for the 

children of Israel. Now the name of the Israelite that was slain, even that was slain with the 

Midianitish woman, was Zimri, the son of Salu, a prince of a chief house among the 

Simeonites. And the name of the Midianitish woman that was slain was Cozbi, the 

daughter of Zur; he was head over a people, and of a chief house in Midian.  

 

Pirkei Avot says: 

“There are four types of temperament: … c) One who is hard to anger and easy to 

pacify is pious.” (5:14c) 

In reading the story of Pinchas one would think Pinchas was: 

“Easily angered and easily pacified…” (Pirkei Avot 5:14a) 

 

Numbers 25:7-8 And when Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, saw it, 

he rose up from among the congregation, and took a javelin in his hand;  And he went after 

the man of Israel into the tent, and thrust both of them through, the man of Israel, and the 

woman through her belly. So the plague was stayed from the children of Israel.  

 



In turn one may say the same thing about the Moshiach! 

 

John 2:13-17 And the Passover was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. And found in 

the temple those that sold oxen and sheep and doves, and the changers of money sitting: 

And when he had made a scourge of small cords, he drove them all out of the temple, and 

the sheep, and the oxen; and poured out the changers' money, and overthrew the tables; 

And said unto them that sold doves, Take these things hence; make not my Father's house 

an house of merchandise. And his disciples remembered that it was written, The zeal of 

thine house hath eaten me up.  

 

Yet one out burst does not disqualify them from being “hard to anger and easy to 

pacify…” One must look at the context of their anger.  The context determines if 

one is a zealot for HaShem, or just a hothead!  

These two examples actually qualifies them to be “one who is hard to anger and 

easy to pacify” therefore making them “pious”. 

How so?  

Because they were defending they honor of YHWH!  They were sanctifying His 

name among the people. 

This can be likened to a man who is accused daily of being a mamzer (bastard), a 

“S.O.B.”, a gross sinner of unspeakable things. Yet the accused man remains 

silent.  However, one day the mans accusers accuses his mother of being a 

mamzer, a “S.O.B.”, and a gross sinner of unspeakable things, and then the man 

rises up in anger and beats his accusers to the brink of death!  He can be call 

whatever, but don’t say a word about his Mama! He was defending his Mothers 

honor and good name.   

So too with Pinchas and so too with Yeshua.  When Pinchas was accused he 

opened not his mouth. 

“Why does G-d refer to Pinchas as the "son of Elazar the son of Aaron"? Because 

the tribes of Israel were mocking him, saying, "Have you seen this son of the 

fattener, whose mother's father (Jethro) fattened calves for idolatrous sacrifices, 

and now he goes and kills a prince in Israel?" Therefore, G-d traces his lineage to 

Aaron.” -- Talmud, Sanhedrin 82b 



 

You don’t see Pinchas lashing out at the people. But G-d does step in to defend 

Pinchas because Pinchas defending G-d’s Honor. 

 

 Numbers 25:11 Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, hath turned my 

wrath away from the children of Israel, while he was zealous for my sake among them, that 

I consumed not the children of Israel in my jealousy. 

 

A Zealot is one who acts SELF-LESS-LY and stands in the gap for the people out 

of his love for YHWH and His Torah. 

Indeed Pinchas was also a shadow and type of Moshiach.  The Messiah Yahshuah 

stood in the gap for people and stayed G-d’s wrath for the people.  And Like 

Pinchas He didn’t say a word!  Isaiah prophecies of this fact.  

 

Isaiah 53:7-8 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: he is 

brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he 

openeth not his mouth. He was taken from prison and from judgment: and who shall 

declare his generation? for he was cut off out of the land of the living: for the transgression 

of my people was he stricken.  

 

Yeshua, like Pinchas after being falsely accused of many things, Mark says this: 

 

Mark 15: 5 But Jesus (Yeshua) yet answered nothing; so that Pilate marvelled. 

 

Yeshua ended up standing in the gap for the people and taking on G-d’s wrath for 

us!  

Pinchas was rewarded with an eternal Priesthood of Peace after the Levitical order. 



 

Numbers 25:11-13 Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, hath turned 

my wrath away from the children of Israel, while he was zealous for my sake among them, 

that I consumed not the children of Israel in my jealousy. Wherefore say, Behold, I give 

unto him my covenant of peace: And he shall have it, and his seed after him, even the 

covenant of an everlasting priesthood; because he was zealous for his God, and made an 

atonement for the children of Israel.  

 

Yeshua was rewarded with an eternal Priesthood of Malki-Tzedek.  Rav Sha’ul 

quoting Psalms 110:4 says this in Hebrews 5:8-10: 

 

 

Hebrews 5:8-10 8Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things which he suffered; 

And being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him; 

Called of God an high priest after the order of Melchisedec. 

 

 

So a zealot is, as the Perkie Avot said, “One who is hard to anger and easy to 

pacify.” And they are, “Pious.” 

In other words they knew how and when and what to get “angry” over. They 

wouldn’t allow blatant disregard for Torah or the dishonoring of YHWH’s name to 

happen on their watch! 

 

Our Haftarah Portion connects Eliyahu with Pinchas in reference to his 

zealousness. 

 

 

 I Kings 19:1 And Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and withal how he had slain all the 

prophets with the sword… 



 

10 & 14 And he (Eliyahu/Elijah) said, I have been very jealous for the LORD God of hosts: for the 

children of Israel have forsaken thy covenant, thrown down thine altars, and slain thy prophets 

with the sword; and I, even I only, am left; and they seek my life, to take it away. 

 

 18Yet I (YHWH) have left me seven thousand in Israel, all the knees which have not bowed unto 

Baal, and every mouth which hath not kissed him. 

 

 

Eliyahu, like Pinchas and like Yeshua was zealous for YHWH, His Torah and His 

Name! Eliyahu slaughtered the prophets of Ba’al, and Pinchas in Jewish thought 

was said to have the spirit of Eliyahu.  

 

Rabbi Ariel ben-Lyman quoting Rabbi Moshe Bogomilsky discusses the 

connection between Pinchas and Eliyahu: 

 

“Rabbi Moshe Bogomilsky of ‘Sichos in English’ gives us 

our selection of sh’eil’ot u’t’shuv’ot (questions and 

answers): 

 

QUESTION: Our sages write [in the Gemara] that 

"Pinchas zeh Eliyahu" - "Pinchas is Eliyahu" - since 

Eliyahu lived generations after Pinchas, shouldn’t the 

saying have been "Eliyahu is Pinchas"? 

 

ANSWER: Eliyahu was one of the angels whom HaShem 

consulted when he said "Na'aseh adam" - "Let us create 

man" (B’resheet 1:26). Afterwards, the angel came to 

this mundane world clothed in the body of Pinchas and 

lived over 500 years to become the famous prophet 

Eliyahu. Consequently Eliyahu preceded Pinchas by many 



years. 

 

Alternatively, when Pinchas killed Zimri, he also 

expired himself. At that time, however, he reached a 

spiritual level that merited him the name "Eliyahu" (a 

name is a life-force, see Tanya, Shaar Hayichud 1) 

through which he was enabled to return to earth. He 

continued, however, to be called by the name 

"Pinchas," although in reality "Pinchas zeh Eliyahu" - 

the person called "Pinchas" now had the life force of 

Eliyahu. Incidentally, according to the above it is 

understood why the Torah never identifies his father 

and mother. He is never mentioned as Eliyahu son of so 

and so, but known by the title "Naviy," "Tishbi," or 

"Giladi." 

 

Pinchas performed an extremely violent and forceful 

act, so much so that the other tribes accused him of 

murder. Rashi quotes the Midrash; "She'hayu 

ha'shevatim meranenim acharav, ha'reitem et ben Puti 

zeh, shepitem avi aviv agalim le'avodah zarah harag 

nasi shevet be'Yisrael!" - "The other tribes were 

talking about Pinchas, 'Did you see this son of Puti 

(Yitro). His grandfather used to fatten calves for 

idol-worship, [that is why he found within himself the 

capacity] to kill a prince of one of the tribes of 

Yisra’el!'" 

 

The Chazal (Sages of Antiquity) continue to 

speculate... 

 

QUESTION: In the Torah the name Pinchas is written 

with a "yud", and according to the Zohar (237b) 

Pinchas with a "yud" has the numerical value of two 

hundred and eight, as does the name of the patriarch 



Yitzchak. What is the connection between Pinchas and 

Yitzchak? 

 

ANSWER: The prophet Eliyahu encountered the false 

prophets of the idol Ba'al and challenged them to 

prove whose God was the true one. It was agreed that 

he and they would each prepare an offering, and the 

one whose offering would be consumed by a fire 

descending from heaven would be the representative of 

the authentic God. All their attempts to bring down 

fire were to no avail. When Eliyahu prayed, "Aneini 

HaShem aneini" - "Please God answer me" - a fire 

descended from heaven (see I Kings 18:19-40). 

 

According to the Gemara (Berachot 26b) the three 

prayers of the day, Shacharit, Minchah, and Ma’ariv 

were originated by the patriarchs, Avraham, Yitzchak, 

and Ya’akov respectively, and the Gemara (ibid. 6b) 

says that one should be very careful with praying the 

Minchah services since Eliyahu's prayers were answered 

during the afternoon prayer of Minchah. 

 

Consequently, his name is written with a "yud," 

indicating the parallel between him and Yitzchak, 

alluding to the fact that Pinchas, who is Eliyahu, 

would be answered in his confrontation with the false 

prophets when he would recite Yitzchak's prayer - 

Minchah.” 

 

The Chassidic Masters defines who a zealot is: 

 



“The true zealot is an utterly selfless individual, one who is concerned only about 

the relationship between G-d and His people, with no thought for his own feelings 

on the matter.  The moment his personal prejudices and inclinations are involved 

he ceases to be a zealot.” 

 

Rebbe Nachman taught that being Passionate in defending G-d’s honor is 

equivalent to performing acts of charity. -- Tosafot, Bava Batra 10b 

 

 

And the result of charity is that it brings forgiveness much in the same way as a 

sacrifice in the Holy Temple did. -- Avot d’Rebbe Natan 4:4 

 

 

But are you sure you want to be a zealot for HaShem?  Because there is a price to 

pay.  Yeshua said: 

 

 

Matthew 10:22 And ye shall be hated of all men for my name's sake: but he that endureth to the 

end shall be saved. 

 

 

 Matthew 24:9 Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, and shall kill you: and ye shall be 

hated of all nations for my name's sake. 

 

 

 John 15:18 If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated you. 

 



 

Being a zealot may seem romantic and noble, but it is a very serious matter and a 

lifestyle and responsibility not to be taken lightly! 

 

The Daughters of Zelaphad: 

 

Numbers 27:1-11 Then came the daughters of Zelophehad, the son of Hepher, the son of 

Gilead, the son of Machir, the son of Manasseh, of the families of Manasseh the son of 

Joseph: and these are the names of his daughters; Mahlah, Noah, and Hoglah, and Milcah, 

and Tirzah. And they stood before Moses, and before Eleazar the priest, and before the 

princes and all the congregation, by the door of the tabernacle of the congregation, saying, 

Our father died in the wilderness, and he was not in the company of them that gathered 

themselves together against the LORD in the company of Korah; but died in his own sin, 

and had no sons. Why should the name of our father be done away from among his family, 

because he hath no son? Give unto us therefore a possession among the brethren of our 

father. And Moses brought their cause before the LORD. And the LORD spake unto 

Moses, saying, The daughters of Zelophehad speak right: thou shalt surely give them a 

possession of an inheritance among their father's brethren; and thou shalt cause the 

inheritance of their father to pass unto them. And thou shalt speak unto the children of 

Israel, saying, If a man die, and have no son, then ye shall cause his inheritance to pass 

unto his daughter. And if he have no daughter, then ye shall give his inheritance unto his 

brethren. And if he have no brethren, then ye shall give his inheritance unto his father's 

brethren. And if his father have no brethren, then ye shall give his inheritance unto his 

kinsman that is next to him of his family, and he shall possess it: and it shall be unto the 

children of Israel a statute of judgment, as the LORD commanded Moses.  

 

The five Daughters of Zelaphad were wise, virtuous and well versed in Torah and 

brought up the matter while Moshe was drashing on Levitical Marriages (Duet. 

25:5-10).  They’re father, according to Jewish Tradition, was the man who was 

executed for “playing pick-up sticks” on the Sabbath, and his daughters remained 

virgins during the 40 yrs. Until this inheritance matter was resolved (Num. 36), this 

according to the Talmud, Bava Batra 119b. 

 

 



 Numbers 27:3 Our father died in the wilderness, and he was not in the company of them that 

gathered themselves together against the LORD in the company of Korah; but died in his own sin, 

and had no sons.  

 

 

Rabbi Akiva says: he was the wood gatherer (cf. Numbers 15:32-36). Rabbi 

Shimon says: He was from those who stormed the mountain to enter the Land 

(ibid. 14:40-45). -- Talmud; Rashi 

 

The daughters of Tzelafchad wished to strengthen their argument, "Why should the 

name of our father be eliminated [from those receiving a portion in the Land]?" by 

stressing that their father was not guilty of his generation's spurning of the land. 

According to the opinion that he was the "wood gatherer," he died many months 

before the Spies' mission (according to the Talmud, the incident of the wood 

gatherer occurred on the second Shabbat after the Giving of the Torah). And if he 

was one of the "mountain stormers", their sin was that they so deeply regretted 

falling prey to the Spies' evil report that they erred in the other direction, and lost 

their lives in the effort to enter the Land in violation of the Divine decree. -- The 

Lubavitcher Rebbe 

 

And we see that the daughters request was granted in Numbers 27:5-11 

 

Numbers 27:5-11 And Moses brought their cause before the LORD. And the LORD spake unto 

Moses, saying, The daughters of Zelophehad speak right: thou shalt surely give them a possession 

of an inheritance among their father's brethren; and thou shalt cause the inheritance of their father 

to pass unto them. And thou shalt speak unto the children of Israel, saying, If a man die, and have 

no son, then ye shall cause his inheritance to pass unto his daughter. And if he have no daughter, 

then ye shall give his inheritance unto his brethren. And if he have no brethren, then ye shall give 

his inheritance unto his father's brethren. And if his father have no brethren, then ye shall give his 

inheritance unto his kinsman that is next to him of his family, and he shall possess it: and it shall be 

unto the children of Israel a statute of judgment, as the LORD commanded Moses.  

 



The Daughters of Zelophehad is the only ones I know of in all of Scripture how 

had an influence in the “legislation of the Torah” if you will.  YHWH is merciful, 

and takes things in a case by case situation. 

 

Numbers chapter 27 deals with Moshe Rabbinu’s (our teacher’s) “retirement”.  

 

Numbers 27:12-14 And the LORD said unto Moses, Get thee up into this mount Abarim, 

and see the land which I have given unto the children of Israel. And when thou hast seen it, 

thou also shalt be gathered unto thy people, as Aaron thy brother was gathered. For ye 

rebelled against my commandment in the desert of Zin, in the strife of the congregation, to 

sanctify me at the water before their eyes: that is the water of Meribah in Kadesh in the 

wilderness of Zin.  

 

Moshe asks for a successor, G-d grants him who he wanted in the first place, 

Yehoshuah (Joshua).  And who better to succeed Moshe?  After all, he was 

Moshe’s right hand man, he was always at Moshe’s side, he went where Moshe 

went, he say and participated in most everything that Moshe did.  Even though he 

didn’t go up into the cloud where YHWH was when the Torah was given, but he 

was on the mountain with him.  Remember, they come down together and 

Yehoshuah comments of the noise in the camp regarding the Golden Calf? 

 

Numbers 27:18-20And the LORD said unto Moses, Take thee Joshua the son of Nun, a 

man in whom is the spirit, and lay thine hand upon him; And set him before Eleazar the 

priest, and before all the congregation; and give him a charge in their sight. And thou shalt 

put some of thine honour upon him, that all the congregation of the children of Israel may 

be obedient.  

 

"Of your glory"--but not all your glory. The elders of that generation said: The 

countenance of Moses was like that of the sun; the countenance of Joshua was like 

that of the moon. Alas, for such shame! Alas for such reproach! -- Talmud, Bava 

Batra 75a 



 

And finally we end our Torah thoughts with the passage dealing with the Morning 

and afternoon offerings on the altar. 

 

Numbers 28:2 Command the children of Israel, and say unto them, My offering, 

and my bread for my sacrifices made by fire, for a sweet savour unto me, shall ye 

observe to offer unto me in their due season. 

 

The phrase in the KJV that says, “In their due season” is from the Hebrew word 

“Mo’edim” more accurately translated, “in their appointed times”. And the word 

the KJV translates “observe” is the Hebrew word, “shomeyr”, meaning to, “be 

careful to guard, or do”.  So in other words this pasuk (verse) is teaching us to be 

scrupulously careful to keep G-d’s appointed times at the appointed time!    

 

The pasuk is specifically dealing with the Shacarit (morning) and Mincha 

(Afternoon) offerings. G-d calls them appointed times.  You may be thinking, “So 

what!? What does that have to do with me?  The Temple is no longer standing!” 

Quite true, however, the Rabbi’s and Sages of blessed memory teach us that since 

the Temple has been destroyed, that our prayers temporarily replace the offerings.  

And it makes sense; the smoke of the offerings has been likened in the Scriptures 

to the prayers of the believers ascending to G-d.  So in other words, since the 

Temple is not standing at this time, and since the Levitical Priesthood is not 

currently in operation and the Renewed Covenant calls us a nation of priests, we 

are to offer our prayers to HaShem morning and noon. And we Torah observant 

Jews do this faithfully every morning and afternoon.  You see they are a Mo’ed, an 

appointment.  I like to compare it to G-d making a date with us, writing us in pen 

on His calendar.  He will be there at the specific time, will you? Or will you stand 

G-d up?  

 



This concludes our Torah Thoughts for this week.  I hope and pray as always that 

you got something out of the drash (teaching), and even learned something new.   

 

Shabbat Shalom and Shavuah Tov! 

 

-- Rabbi Yehudah 

Torah on Youtube: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dSrCIms7tvo  

 

HAFTARAH 

RaYBaSH’s Haftarah Hashings 

Parashah #41: Pinchas 

I Kings 18:46-19:21 

By: Rabbi Yehudah ben Shomeyr  

 

 

Our Haftarah Portion connects Eliyahu with Pinchas in reference to his 

zealousness. 

 

 

 I Kings 19:1 And Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and withal how he had slain all the 

prophets with the sword. 

 

10 & 14 And he (Eliyahu/Elijah) said, I have been very jealous for the LORD God of hosts: for the 

children of Israel have forsaken thy covenant, thrown down thine altars, and slain thy prophets 

with the sword; and I, even I only, am left; and they seek my life, to take it away. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dSrCIms7tvo


 

 18Yet I (YHWH) have left me seven thousand in Israel, all the knees which have not bowed unto 

Baal, and every mouth which hath not kissed him. 

 

 

The Torah and Haftarah portion both deal with evil women and lusty men. Men 

who are either blinded to evil or are willing to compromise to get what they want. 

 

The Nassi (Prince) of the tribe of Shimon had the hots for a shiksvah (pagan 

gentile woman) and Ahab wanted a sugar Mama in Jezebel. Both couples ended up 

dead on account of their sin. Both women were executed by zealous men of G-d 

who saw the sin and injustice and compromise from the Commander and Chiefs to 

the lowest commoner, a zealot who said, “If I don’t, who will!?” 

 

Jezebel got hers in the end but in the haftarah Eliyahu had just killed (out of zeal 

and the divine will of HaShem) the prophets of Ba’al. And after, as with most 

spiritual mountain top experiences we find Eliyahu hiding in a cave, which is said 

to be the cleft of the rock which the tablets of the Ten Commandments were hewn 

and where Moshe was hid as the Glory of YHWH passed by.  

 

Being a religious minority being persecuted for standing up for what is right and 

thinking he is the only one left, Eliyahu cried: 

 

 

I Kings 19:10 & 14 And he (Eliyahu/Elijah) said, I have been very jealous for the LORD God of 

hosts: for the children of Israel have forsaken thy covenant, thrown down thine altars, and slain thy 

prophets with the sword; and I, even I only, am left; and they seek my life, to take it away. 

 



 

Pinchas was persecuted by the people for killing a Nassi of Israel and Eliyahu for 

slaughtering royally endorsed religious leaders of a pagan religion. Yet Pinchas 

was rewarded by G-d (Num. 25:11-13). 

 

Eliyahu too was defended and rewarded by G-d so that his prophetic tradition 

would continue on through his talmid (disciple/student_ Elisha (I Kings 19:18-19). 

 

True, no good deed ever goes unpunished, but equally no good deed ever goes 

unrewarded! 

  

Eliyahu, like Pinchas and like Yeshua were zealous for YHWH, His Torah and His 

Name! Eliyahu slaughtered the prophets of Ba’al, and Pinchas in Jewish thought 

was said to have the spirit of Eliyahu.  

 

Rabbi Ariel ben-Lyman quoting Rabbi Moshe Bogomilsky discusses the conection 

between Pinchas and Eliyahu: 

 

“Rabbi Moshe Bogomilsky of ‘Sichos in English’ gives us 

our selection of sh’eil’ot u’t’shuv’ot (questions and 

answers): 

 

QUESTION: Our sages write [in the Gemara] that 

"Pinchas zeh Eliyahu" - "Pinchas is Eliyahu" - since 

Eliyahu lived generations after Pinchas, shouldn’t the 

saying have been "Eliyahu is Pinchas"? 

 

ANSWER: Eliyahu was one of the angels whom HaShem 

consulted when he said "Na'aseh adam" - "Let us create 



man" (B’resheet 1:26). Afterwards, the angel came to 

this mundane world clothed in the body of Pinchas and 

lived over 500 years to become the famous prophet 

Eliyahu. Consequently Eliyahu preceded Pinchas by many 

years. 

 

Alternatively, when Pinchas killed Zimri, he also 

expired himself. At that time, however, he reached a 

spiritual level that merited him the name "Eliyahu" (a 

name is a life-force, see Tanya, Shaar Hayichud 1) 

through which he was enabled to return to earth. He 

continued, however, to be called by the name 

"Pinchas," although in reality "Pinchas zeh Eliyahu" - 

the person called "Pinchas" now had the life force of 

Eliyahu. Incidentally, according to the above it is 

understood why the Torah never identifies his father 

and mother. He is never mentioned as Eliyahu son of so 

and so, but known by the title "Naviy," "Tishbi," or 

"Giladi." 

 

Pinchas performed an extremely violent and forceful 

act, so much so that the other tribes accused him of 

murder. Rashi quotes the Midrash; "She'hayu 

ha'shevatim meranenim acharav, ha'reitem et ben Puti 

zeh, shepitem avi aviv agalim le'avodah zarah harag 

nasi shevet be'Yisrael!" - "The other tribes were 

talking about Pinchas, 'Did you see this son of Puti 

(Yitro). His grandfather used to fatten calves for 

idol-worship, [that is why he found within himself the 

capacity] to kill a prince of one of the tribes of 

Yisra’el!'" 

 

The Chazal (Sages of Antiquity) continue to 

speculate... 

 



QUESTION: In the Torah the name Pinchas is written 

with a "yud", and according to the Zohar (237b) 

Pinchas with a "yud" has the numerical value of two 

hundred and eight, as does the name of the patriarch 

Yitzchak. What is the connection between Pinchas and 

Yitzchak? 

 

ANSWER: The prophet Eliyahu encountered the false 

prophets of the idol Ba'al and challenged them to 

prove whose God was the true one. It was agreed that 

he and they would each prepare an offering, and the 

one whose offering would be consumed by a fire 

descending from heaven would be the representative of 

the authentic God. All their attempts to bring down 

fire were to no avail. When Eliyahu prayed, "Aneini 

HaShem aneini" - "Please God answer me" - a fire 

descended from heaven (see I Kings 18:19-40). 

 

According to the Gemara (Berachot 26b) the three 

prayers of the day, Shacharit, Minchah, and Ma’ariv 

were originated by the patriarchs, Avraham, Yitzchak, 

and Ya’akov respectively, and the Gemara (ibid. 6b) 

says that one should be very careful with praying the 

Minchah services since Eliyahu's prayers were answered 

during the afternoon prayer of Minchah. 

 

Consequently, his name is written with a "yud," 

indicating the parallel between him and Yitzchak, 

alluding to the fact that Pinchas, who is Eliyahu, 

would be answered in his confrontation with the false 

prophets when he would recite Yitzchak's prayer - 

Minchah.” 

 

Shabbat Shalom and Shavuah Tov! 



--Rabbi Yehudah 

 

Haftarah on Youtube: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=op8EUQefavA  
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RaYBaSH’s Brit Chadashah Connections 

Parashah #41: Pinchas 

John 2:13-17 

By: Rabbi Yehudah ben Shomeyr  

 

In the spirit of Pinchas and Eliyahu; Yeshua Messiah too was zealous at the right 

place and the right time to defend G-d’s honor and nonetheless was deemed 

inappropriate and was sought to be killed by the people. 

 

John 2:13-17 And the Passover was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. And found in 

the temple those that sold oxen and sheep and doves, and the changers of money sitting: 

And when he had made a scourge of small cords, he drove them all out of the temple, and 

the sheep, and the oxen; and poured out the changers' money, and overthrew the tables; 

And said unto them that sold doves, Take these things hence; make not my Father's house 

an house of merchandise. And his disciples remembered that it was written, The zeal of 

thine house hath eaten me up.  

 

Yet one out burst does not disqualify them from being “hard to anger and easy to 

pacify…” One must look at the context of their anger.  The context determines if 

one is a zealot for HaShem, or just a hothead!  

These two examples actually qualifies them to be “one who is hard to anger and 

easy to pacify” therefore making them “pious”. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=op8EUQefavA


How so? 

Because they were defending they honor of YHWH!  They were sanctifying His 

name among the people. 

This can be likened to a man who is accused daily of being a mamzer (bastard), a 

“S.O.B.”, a gross sinner of unspeakable things. Yet the accused man remains 

silent.  However, one day the mans accusers accuses his mother of being a 

mamzer, a “S.O.B.”, and a gross sinner of unspeakable things, and then the man 

rises up in anger and beats his accusers to the brink of death!  He can be call 

whatever, but don’t say a word about his Mama! He was defending his Mothers 

honor and good name.   

So too with Pinchas and so too with Yeshua.  When Pinchas was accused he 

opened not his mouth. 

“Why does G-d refer to Pinchas as the "son of Elazar the son of Aaron"? Because 

the tribes of Israel were mocking him, saying, "Have you seen this son of the 

fattener, whose mother's father (Jethro) fattened calves for idolatrous sacrifices, 

and now he goes and kills a prince in Israel?" Therefore, G-d traces his lineage to 

Aaron.” 

(Talmud, Sanhedrin 82b) 

You don’t see Pinchas lashing out at the people. But G-d does step in to defend 

Pinchas because Pinchas defending G-d’s Honor. 

 Numbers 25:11 Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, hath 

turned my wrath away from the children of Israel, while he was zealous for my 

sake among them, that I consumed not the children of Israel in my jealousy. 

A Zealot is one who acts SELF-LESS-LY and stands in the gap for the people out 

of his love for YHWH and His Torah. 

Indeed Pinchas was also a shadow and type of Moshiach.  The Messiah Yeshua 

stood in the gap for people and stayed G-d’s wrath for the people.  And Like 

Pinchas He didn’t say a word!  Isaiah prophecies of this fact.  

 Isaiah 53: 7He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: 

he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is 

dumb, so he openeth not his mouth.  



 8He was taken from prison and from judgment: and who shall declare his 

generation? for he was cut off out of the land of the living: for the transgression of 

my people was he stricken.  

Yeshua, like Pinchas after being falsely accused of many things, Mark says this: 

 

Mark 15: 5 But Jesus (Yeshua) yet answered nothing; so that Pilate marvelled. 

 

Yeshua ended up standing in the gap for the people and taking on G-d’s wrath for 

us!  

Pinchas was rewarded with an eternal Priesthood of Peace after the Levitical order. 

 

Numbers 25:11-13 Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, hath turned 

my wrath away from the children of Israel, while he was zealous for my sake among them, 

that I consumed not the children of Israel in my jealousy. Wherefore say, Behold, I give 

unto him my covenant of peace: And he shall have it, and his seed after him, even the 

covenant of an everlasting priesthood; because he was zealous for his God, and made an 

atonement for the children of Israel.  

 

Yeshua was rewarded with an eternal Priesthood of Malki-Tzedek.  Rav Sha’ul 

quoting Psalms 110:4 says this in Hebrews 5:8-10: 

 

Hebrews 5:8-10 Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things which he 

suffered; And being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them 

that obey him; Called of God an high priest after the order of Melchisedec.  

 

So a zealot is, as the Perkie Avot said, “One who is hard to anger and easy to 

pacify.” And they are, “Pious.” 

 



In other words they knew how and when and what to get “angry” over. They 

wouldn’t allow blatant disregard for Torah or the dishonoring of YHWH’s name to 

happen on their watch! 

 

Shabbat Shalom and Shavuah Tov! 

--Rabbi Yehudah 

Brit Chadasha on Youtube: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QPUQnp2iESA  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QPUQnp2iESA

