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RaYBaSH’s Torah Thoughts 

Parashah # 50 Ki Tavo “When you come”  
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By: Rabbi Yehudah ben Shomeyr  

 

 

Summary: 

 

This Parashah is a very plain, black and white; it doesn’t take a rocket scientist to 

figure this one out, Torah portion. The Torah Portion is about how one (whether it 

be an individual, family or a nation) is blessed if they obey Torah (the Law) and 

cursed if they disobey the Torah. In other words, this has nothing to do with 

grace, grace is not permission to disobey the Torah and not suffer the 

consequences. Grace is not being under the death penalty of the Torah when we 

break it (Col. 2:14), but we still must deal with the natural consequences that 

result from disobeying the Torah, and G-d spells out very distinctly what will 

ensue if we disobey Torah. Breaking Torah according to I John 3:4 is the very 

definition of sin. 

 

 

Commentary: 

 



26:1-16 Tells us that when the Nation of Israel took over the Promised Land of 

Cana’an that after the third year they are to bring a First Fruit offering to the 

Kohen (Levitical Priests) at the Tabernacle in thanks and praise to YHWH for the 

prosperity of the Land. 

 

It is interesting to note that here is the first written account in the Torah for 

establishing a set liturgical prayer (v.5-10).  Today it is well known that we Jews 

pray three times a day from a prayer book called a siddur, meaning order. This 

does not mean that there is no room of place for spontaneous prayer.  But the 

Rabbi’s and Sages of blessed memory have said that the Torah is YHWH’s love 

letter to us, and the siddur is our love letter to Him, blessed be He. We see that 

Yeshua said when you stand to pray (MK. 11:25) He is directly referring to the 

prayer we pray three times a day called the Amidah, which means to stand.  Kefa 

(Peter) is found in Acts 10 praying at the “sixth hour” the after noon prayers 

called Mincha when he received the vision not to call Gentiles common or 

unclean, but that He has accepted them as well.  

 

Many Christians oppose at set liturgy in the matter of prayer for fear of “vain 

repetition” (MT. 6:7).  However, since the siddur is our love letter to YHWH, when 

we pray it to Him with all our hearts, I don’t think G-d ever gets tired of hearing it.  

For what parent ever tires of hearing their child say, “Daddy, I love you!”? I know I 

don’t, my heart melts each time. If that is so for us frail imperfect, finite humans, 

how much more so for the Holy One , blessed be He!? 

 

One is also required to have a festive meal in celebration and to give portions to 

the poor. Then another liturgical prayer is commanded by YHWH to be said (v.13-

15) 

 



V.17-19 because Israel has chosen to obey the Torah, YHWH in turn has chosen 

Israel to be a Holy nation to rule over all the world IF we will diligently obey the 

Commandments.  Our success as a nation and as a people is contingent upon our 

obedience to His commands and requirements in the Torah (Law/Instructions). 

 

27:1 “All the Commandments” speaks of not only the 10, but all 613, plus the 

interpretations to them.  Remember, the whole book of Devarim is Moshe’s last 

address to the people of Israel before he dies. And this book of Devarim was “this 

day” one big speech to Isarel. 

 

V.2 speaks of setting up a plaster covered, engraved memorial stone with the 

Torah written upon it to remind Israel of their responsibility to keep, live out  the 

Torah once they enter and posses the land of Cana’an.  Why?  Because keeping 

and living within the entire borders described concerning the Land is contingent 

upon their obedience to the Torah of YHWH relayed to them by Moshe. 

 

V.8 says to do this very clearly; Rashi said this means in all the languages of the 70 

nations of the world at that time.  This is so the nations will know the Torah and 

keep Israel accountable to it, and also as a witness to Nations of what the G-d of 

the Universe requires of mankind. 

 

V.9 seems to indicate that this is when they were inaugurated as a nation.  They 

became a Nation when they left Egypt, but were inaugurated as such here before 

entering the Land of Promise.  This is similar to a President is president when all 

the votes are counted, but is not officially recognized as such until he is 

inaugurated to take the office. And so it is with the Nation of Israel, they were 

inaugurated here to be a nation of priests.  

 



Chapter 27 gives us the details of this national inauguration. 

 

Here is the scene. You had two mountains facing each other with valley in 

between.  Israel was split up into six tribes.  Six on one mountain, six on the other, 

with the Levites in the valley ready to pronounce the blessings of obeying Torah 

and the curses of disobeying the Torah. 

 

Mount Eval (Ebal) was to the north and the curses were pronounced to this 

mountain.  This is also where the monument with the Torah written upon it and 

where the altar with uncut stones was to be constructed.  It is also interesting to 

note that in prophecy “trouble” always comes from the north. 

 

The Children of Leah and the handmaids Zilpah and Bilhah were positioned upon 

mount Eval to hear the pronouncement of the curses for disobeying the Torah. 

The tribes present were; Revuen (who consequently broke Torah by sleeping with 

Bilhah), Gad, Asher, Zevulun, Dan (meaning judgment), and Naftali. 

 

Upon Mount Grizim (Gerazim) facing the south was positioned the Tribes from 

the Chliden of Rachel and Leah consisting of; Shimon, Levi, Yehudah (Judah), 

Yissachar, the sons of Yoseph: Ephrayim and Manessah, and Benyamin. The 

blessings for the obeying, carrying out the commandments of the Torah were 

pronounced. 

 

You see even though the Torah is an eternal marital contract between G-d and His 

people, it is also a conditional covenant. IF you do this these blessings will ensue, 

IF you DO NOT do this these curses will overtake you.  

 



You have heard people say, “I’ve got some good news, and I’ve got some bad 

news.  Which one do you want to hear first?”  G-d almost always starts out with 

the bad news (v.14-26 also 28:15-68), because G-d likes to end on a positive note 

(28:1-14).  In Judaism we have carried this method over into out Torah portions.  

If the Torah of Haftarah portion ends with a negative verse, a positive verse from 

earlier in the portion is repeated to end the passage.  However, we see that G-d 

ends with curses (28:15-69) a “negative point” so as to emphasis to dire 

seriousness of this marital contract, this Covenant between G-d and mankind. 

 

After the pronouncement of the curses and the blessings the tribes are to say 

“Ameyn.” Which means, “So be it.” 

 

If we read the curses we will see through the lens of history that Israel, because 

being disobedience to Torah have brought many things upon ourselves. This is the 

who reason for Judah being exiled to Babylon, and the remaining ten tribes called 

Israel or Ephrayim to Assyria and thus has been assimilated into the nations of the 

world. This is why we have endured hardships throughout our exile. 

 

Many Christians especially in the Charismatic arena are all too ready to name and 

claim the blessings, yet they almost never read or recognize the curses.  Blessings 

are not a given, they are obtained by obedience. 

 

They only way one is “blessed” by the benefits of low car insurance rates is by 

obeying the traffic laws and not getting the “curse” of breaking the law and 

receiving a ticket and hence as a result having higher insurance rates.  And yet, if 

you have an “accident” there is grace that takes over and covers, thus insurance 

blesses for an accident deemed “not your fault”. Just as G-d overlooks our 

unintentional sins when we recognize our wrong and repent of it. 



 

This passage most always falls during the Scriptural month of Elul, right before 

Tishrei, for Rosh Hashanah (New Years/Feast of Trumpets) and Yom Kippur (Day 

of Atonement). During Elul we are to take personal inventory and repent of all our 

wrong doing towards G-d AND our fellow man.  

 

We are to first off think of all whom we have wronged during the year and go to 

those people and make things right, ask for forgiveness and forgive others 

ourselves.  Because G-d WILL NOT forgive us for wrongs we have done to others 

until we first go to those people and ask forgiveness for ourselves. Only then will 

G-d forgive you; for you have not sinned against G-d per se, but against your 

fellow man. G-d will say I can’t forgive you make things right with the one you 

wronged. Only then can we ask G-d to forgive us of sins we have committed 

against Him and His Torah. 

 

I implore on your own time, find a quiet place and read soberly and slowly this 

Torah portion, and allow the weight and reality of the blessings and the curses to 

really speak to your heart. 

 

There are more curses than blessings, and each are compounding.  Let’s take the 

curses for example.  The downward spiral can be summarized as: 

 

 Famine 

 Disaster 

 Plagues 

 War 

 Captivity and Exile 
 



For instance famine leads to eating un-kosher things and unsanitary conditions.  A 

natural disaster leads to plagues in the form of disease.  We know this well from 

Hurricane Katrina and the Tsunami that occurred around Christmas time a few 

years ago. 

 

The unburied dead, and the contaminated waters breads sickness and diseases. 

This in turn makes a nation weak and susceptible to war and conquest by an 

opposing nation. Then exile, holocaust, slavery, and death or assimilation likely 

results from the last curse. 

 

The reason Israel doesn’t possess the entire land of Promise, and only occupies a 

strip of land the size of New Jersey, is because the Israeli government is a secular 

democracy not adherent to the Torah of YHWH. 

 

Why are we as a Torah obedient people not blessed?  One reason is that we are 

still dealing with the consequences of our past disobedience, or the past 

disobedience of our forefathers.  We can be repentant, and we will be forgiven, 

however, we still must pay for the consequences of our disobedience. 

 

For example It is my daughters turn to take out the trash before dinner.  Dinner 

comes and the Trash still remains overflowing from the garbage can in the 

kitchen. I confront her about this, she realizes her disobedience and apologizes.  

Okay that’s well and good, however, saying “I’m sorry” doesn’t stop the 

punishment for disobedience coming.  I still ground her; I make her take out the 

trash for a week and do the dishes that night. 

 

I can get pulled over for speeding and tell the officer that I’m sorry, but I still have 

to pay a fine. 



 

But the Rabbi’s and Sages say that even the Curses are nothing but Blessings in 

disguise, designed to wake us up out of our dull, slumbering, spiritual stupor and 

realize how far we have gone away from Torah, and that we need to make 

Teshuvah while it is still called today! 

 

Since I have room, I will also make a quick comment on our Haftarah Portion 

found in Isa. 60:1-22 

 

The time is in the future, when Gentiles will convert to Netzarim Judaism. and 

obey Torah and follow Messiah and will return all of Israel; Judah and all the lost 

10 tribes from the Diaspora in a loving and even royal manner.  Gentiles will help 

rebuild Jerusalem, and all remaining gentiles who are in opposition will be 

destroyed. 

 

The Temple will be rebuilt, and even the Gentiles will bring sacrifices. 

 

The Goyim (Gentiles) who had opposed Israel will humbly make Teshuvah 

(Repentance). The Goyim will help and serve all Israel.  

 

War will be a thing of the past, almost mythic.  It’s the culmination and fruition of 

all the Blessings in our Torah Portion Ki Tavo. 

 

Shabbat Shalom and Shavuah Tov! 

-- Rabbi Yehudah 



 

Torah Portions on Youtube: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DPNqrPyZx4w  

 

HAFTARAH 

RaYBaSH’s Haftarah Hashings 

Parashah # 50 Ki Tavo “When you come”  

Isa. 60:1-22 

By: Rabbi Yehudah ben Shomeyr  

 

 

 

This Haftarah Portion speaks of the future return of Israel to the Land from our 

current exile. 

 

 

Isaiah 60:9 Surely the isles shall wait for me, and the ships of Tarshish first, to bring thy sons from far, 

their silver and their gold with them, unto the name of the LORD thy God, and to the Holy One of 

Israel, because he hath glorified thee. 

 

 

I don’t feel this is a prophetic fulfillment of certain countries and churches of 

today creating programs to financially aid or even fly Jewish immigrants to Israel. I 

believe this prophecy is much bigger than that. I believe there will come a time 

that there will be a Second Exodus and one like Moshe will arise to lead the 

People back into the Land. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DPNqrPyZx4w


 

So why will this happen? To answer that we must first answer why we are in exile 

in the first place? Because of sin, which the definition of is disobedience to the 

Torah (I John 3:4). Which exile was one of the curses mentioned in our Torah 

Portion this week. 

 

 

Deuteronomy 28:15, 36-37 But it shall come to pass, if thou wilt not hearken unto the voice of the 

LORD thy God, to observe to do all his commandments and his statutes which I command thee this 

day; that all these curses shall come upon thee, and overtake thee…The LORD shall bring thee, and 

thy king which thou shalt set over thee, unto a nation which neither thou nor thy fathers have known; 

and there shalt thou serve other gods, wood and stone. And thou shalt become an astonishment, a 

proverb, and a byword, among all nations whither the LORD shall lead thee.  

 

 

Now, back to the question at hand; why will this future Exodus and return to the 

Land come about? 

 

Deuteronomy 28:1, 10, 13-14 And it shall come to pass, if thou shalt hearken diligently unto 
the voice of the LORD thy God, to observe and to do all his commandments which I command 
thee this day, that the LORD thy God will set thee on high above all nations of the earth…And 
all people of the earth shall see that thou art called by the name of the LORD; and they shall 
be afraid of thee…And the LORD shall make thee the head, and not the tail; and thou shalt be 
above only, and thou shalt not be beneath; if that thou hearken unto the commandments of 
the LORD thy God, which I command thee this day, to observe and to do them: And thou 
shalt not go aside from any of the words which I command thee this day, to the right hand, or 
to the left, to go after other gods to serve them.  

 

This all will occur when we as Jews realize we are living in America, Canada, and 

Europe, anywhere and everywhere but the Land of Israel because of our sin, 



compromise and disobedience to the Torah. And when that generation rises 

that’s tired of fake religion and will fully embrace the Torah lifestyle with all there 

heart. 

 

Shabbat Shalom and Shavuah Tov, 

-- Rabbi Yehudah 

 

Haftarah on Youtube: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FXZRGhWDsc8 

 

BRIT CHADASHA 

 

RaYBaSH’s Brit Chadashah Connections 

Parashah # 50 Ki Tavo “When you come”  

Matt. 13:1-23 

By: Rabbi Yehudah ben Shomeyr  

 

Matthew 13:1-3The same day went Yeshua (Jesus) out of the house, and sat by the sea side. 

And great multitudes were gathered together unto him, so that he went into a ship, and sat; 
and the whole multitude stood on the shore. And he spake many things unto them in 
parables, saying, Behold, a sower went forth to sow;  

 

I need not go into the meaning of this parable that Yeshua or Messiah, for He 

Himself gives the interpretation.  

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FXZRGhWDsc8


I know this passage is traditionally taught in reference to evangelism and sowing 

the “Seeds of the Gospel”. But this parable is far more reaching than this. The first 

application of this parable must be to oneself. I am not asking if you are “saved”, 

I’m asking is your heart the right kind of ground? Has it been prepared to receive 

and cultivate the Seeds of Torah which springs forth into life also? 

 

Are you willing to hear, receive, allow to grow proudly, allow to brought to 

maturity, the fruit that comes from the Seeds of Torah? 

 

 

Eph. 5:9 (For the fruit of the Spirit [is] in all goodness and righteousness and truth;) 

 

Gal. 5:22-23 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 

meekness, temperance: against such there is no law.  

 

 

Despite likely and certain persecution? 

 

Matthew 13:20-21 But he that received the seed into stony places, the same is he that 
heareth the word, and anon with joy receiveth it; Yet hath he not root in himself, but dureth 
for a while: for when tribulation or persecution ariseth because of the word, by and by he is 
offended.  

 

For how can one sow Seed of the Gospel if they themselves haven’t cultivated 

and produced what it is that contain the seeds themselves!? Torah! 

 



And in the end, to tie this all into the Torah Portion; if you don’t have and obey 

the Torah, which reveals the Messiah, which has blessings and everlasting live, 

how do you expect to receive blessings? By default you would receive curses. 

 

Deuteronomy 28:1-2And it shall come to pass, if thou shalt hearken diligently unto the voice 

of the LORD thy God, to observe and to do all his commandments which I command thee this 
day, that the LORD thy God will set thee on high above all nations of the earth: And all these 
blessings shall come on thee, and overtake thee, if thou shalt hearken unto the voice of the 
LORD thy God.  

Deuteronomy 28:15 But it shall come to pass, if thou wilt not hearken unto the voice of the 
LORD thy God, to observe to do all his commandments and his statutes which I command 
thee this day; that all these curses shall come upon thee, and overtake thee: 

Deuteronomy 29:9(8) Keep therefore the words of this covenant, and do them, that ye may prosper in 

all that ye do. 

 

 

Shabbat Shalom and Shavuah Tov! 

--Rabbi Yehudah 

 

Brit Chadasha on Youtube: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CV1_s5eUuM0 

 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CV1_s5eUuM0

