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By: Yehudah ben Shomeyr  

 

This Torah portion deals with issues of Tumah (ritual impurity) and Tohorah 

(ritual purity). The laws of Tazria (Childbirth and Purification) Laws of Tzara’atz 

(Leprosy and Various other afflictions the skin) and the beginning of the laws of 

Metzora (various afflictions of inanimate objects; clothes, houses, etc.). Chapter 14 

deals with the ritual response and restoration of one and home that has been 

afflicted with Tzara’atz (Leprosy). Tzara’atz is a spiritual malady with a physical 

manifestation. Chapter 15 Deals with the body discharges of all kinds and the 

purification thereof. The book of Leviticus is like the Priestly manual on how to 

sacrifice and deal with the issue of uncleanness.  

Before medical science knew about blood borne pathogens and infection and 

transmittable diseases, YHWH knew and put wise laws in His Torah to deal with 

such issues. BEING UNCLEAN IS NOT A SIN. It is a normal part of being 

human. Everyone at one point has been or will be unclean, even Yeshua, simply 

because we are human and naturally excrete or spill bodily fluids that can 

potentially carry diseases. The precautions put in place in the Torah are measures 

to quarantine and stop the spread of potential life threatening diseases until it was 

known for sure that the person is no longer a danger to the community. Seven days 

allowed any adverse symptoms to present themselves. The mikvah (baptism) was 

the final step in becoming clean again because water is a wonderful medium to rid 

one’s self of germs, bad bacteria and diseases causing agents.  

Back then there was no “Country Doctor,” but the Levitical Priests doubled as 

doctors and pagan peoples took this example and now in parts of the world we 

have witch doctors who are priests and doctors, a perversion of the role of the 

Levitical Priests.  

In Yeshua’s time being unclean meant you couldn’t go to the Temple and 

participate in the rituals and services there until you were once again clean and 

your first trip after you have been cleansed was to go to the Temple and offer the 

prescribed sacrifices. 

Now there are times then and now that sin, something spiritual and internal can 

physically manifest itself as a sickness, back then it was leprosy, today when 



people wrestle with their conscience over a sin they may get diarrhea, or cold sores 

because the conviction over the wrong committed causes physical distress and 

many times manifests itself physically as a sickness. 

 

Shabbat Shalom and Shavuah Tov! 

-- Yehudah ben Shomeyr 

 

 

 

RaYBaSH’s Haftarah Hashings 

Parashah #28 Metzora: “The Leper” 

2 Kings 7:3-17 

By: Yehudah ben Shomeyr  

 

 
2 Kings 7:3-17 And there were four leprous men at the entering in of the gate: and they 

said one to another, Why sit we here until we die? If we say, We will enter into the city, 

then the famine is in the city, and we shall die there: and if we sit still here, we die also. 

Now therefore come, and let us fall unto the host of the Syrians: if they save us alive, we 

shall live; and if they kill us, we shall but die. And they rose up in the twilight, to go unto 

the camp of the Syrians: and when they were come to the uttermost part of the camp of 

Syria, behold, there was no man there. For the LORD had made the host of the Syrians to 

hear a noise of chariots, and a noise of horses, even the noise of a great host: and they said 

one to another, Lo, the king of Israel hath hired against us the kings of the Hittites, and the 

kings of the Egyptians, to come upon us. Wherefore they arose and fled in the twilight, and 

left their tents, and their horses, and their asses, even the camp as it was, and fled for their 

life. And when these lepers came to the uttermost part of the camp, they went into one tent, 

and did eat and drink, and carried thence silver, and gold, and raiment, and went and hid 

it; and came again, and entered into another tent, and carried thence also, and went and 

hid it. Then they said one to another, We do not well: this day is a day of good tidings, and 

we hold our peace: if we tarry till the morning light, some mischief will come upon us: now 

therefore come, that we may go and tell the king's household. So they came and called unto 

the porter of the city: and they told them, saying, We came to the camp of the Syrians, and, 

behold, there was no man there, neither voice of man, but horses tied, and asses tied, and 

the tents as they were. And he called the porters; and they told it to the king's house within. 

And the king arose in the night, and said unto his servants, I will now shew you what the 

Syrians have done to us. They know that we be hungry; therefore are they gone out of the 

camp to hide themselves in the field, saying, When they come out of the city, we shall catch 

them alive, and get into the city. And one of his servants answered and said, Let some take, 

I pray thee, five of the horses that remain, which are left in the city, (behold, they are as all 

the multitude of Israel that are left in it: behold, I say, they are even as all the multitude of 

the Israelites that are consumed:) and let us send and see. They took therefore two chariot 



horses; and the king sent after the host of the Syrians, saying, Go and see. And they went 

after them unto Jordan: and, lo, all the way was full of garments and vessels, which the 

Syrians had cast away in their haste. And the messengers returned, and told the king. And 

the people went out, and spoiled the tents of the Syrians. So a measure of fine flour was 

sold for a shekel, and two measures of barley for a shekel, according to the word of the 

LORD. And the king appointed the lord on whose hand he leaned to have the charge of the 

gate: and the people trode upon him in the gate, and he died, as the man of God had said, 

who spake when the king came down to him.  

 

 

The Torah Portion mainly deals with the ritual response and restoration of a person 

or objects that have Tza’arets (leprosy) and discusses various types of bodily 

discharges. We must keep in mind that the Leviticus is like and employee manual 

for the Kohenim (Priests). They were not only religious leaders, but medical 

doctors as well. 

 

In our Haftarah portion we see four leprous men who were in a “damned if you do, 

damned if you don’t” kind of situation and decided to choose the “lesser of two 

evils.” They could die either of starvation in the Israelite city currently under 

sedge, or they could surrender to the Armenians and if they die there, they would 

most likely die with a full belly and the death there would be swift unlike one who 

would die of a slow and painful starvation. 

  

Little did the lepers know that God scared the Armenians away and God was going 

to use them to find the left behind booty and report this to the Israelites in the city. 

 

This is to show that even in sin (leprosy is said to be caused by the sin of gossip 

and slander) and in an unclean state (leprous) that God can still use you and this 

use may lead to your repentance and restoration. 

 

It doesn’t say in the text, but I suspect that the four lepers upon seeing what God 

had done for Israel and how they were an iatrical part of it that it caused praise that 

led to repentance that led to restoration and salvation. 

 

I lay myself bare when I say this, yet I have nothing to hide. I can testify to God’s 

mercy at times when things weren’t quite right between God and I, and I had a 

speaking engagement and despite my sin God used me anyhow to touch the people 

which caused me to thank God, break down and repent. 

 

Shabbat Shalom and Shavuah Tov! 

-- Yehudah ben Shomeyr 



RaYBaSH’s Brit Chadashah Connections 

Parashah #28 Metzora: “The Leper” 

Matt. 9:20-26 
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Matt. 9:20-26 And, behold, a woman, which was diseased with an issue of blood twelve 

years, came behind him, and touched the hem of his garment: For she said within herself, 

If I may but touch his garment, I shall be whole. But Jesus turned him about, and when he 

saw her, he said, Daughter, be of good comfort; thy faith hath made thee whole. And the 

woman was made whole from that hour. And when Jesus came into the ruler's house, and 

saw the minstrels and the people making a noise, He said unto them, Give place: for the 

maid is not dead, but sleepeth. And they laughed him to scorn. But when the people were 

put forth, he went in, and took her by the hand, and the maid arose. And the fame hereof 

went abroad into all that land.  

 

 

Our Torah Portion in Leviticus 15 speaks of various bodily discharges among them 

is the issue of blood. 

 

 
Lev. 15:25-33 And if a woman have an issue of her blood many days out of the time of her 

separation, or if it run beyond the time of her separation; all the days of the issue of her 

uncleanness shall be as the days of her separation: she shall be unclean. Every bed whereon 

she lieth all the days of her issue shall be unto her as the bed of her separation: and 

whatsoever she sitteth upon shall be unclean, as the uncleanness of her separation. And 

whosoever toucheth those things shall be unclean, and shall wash his clothes, and bathe 

himself in water, and be unclean until the even. But if she be cleansed of her issue, then she 

shall number to herself seven days, and after that she shall be clean. And on the eighth day 

she shall take unto her two turtles, or two young pigeons, and bring them unto the priest, to 

the door of the tabernacle of the congregation. And the priest shall offer the one for a sin 

offering, and the other for a burnt offering; and the priest shall make an atonement for her 

before the LORD for the issue of her uncleanness. Thus shall ye separate the children of 

Israel from their uncleanness; that they die not in their uncleanness, when they defile my 

tabernacle that is among them. This is the law of him that hath an issue, and of him whose 

seed goeth from him, and is defiled therewith; And of her that is sick of her flowers, and of 

him that hath an issue, of the man, and of the woman, and of him that lieth with her that is 

unclean. 

 

 

This passage is specifically speaking of a woman’s menstrual flow and the woman 

in Matthew chapter nine obviously had a hemorrhage, yet this Torah passage is 

equally applicable to this situation.   

 



When a woman had an issue of blood, she was separated from her husband and 

family until seven days after that last spot of blood was seen on the menstrual 

cloth. Then she would fulfill the Torah requirements of the prescribed offerings at 

the Temple, then take a mikvah (baptism) and then she would be deemed clean and 

was able to resume conjugal activities with her husband. Why? Because God knew 

about blood borne pathogens before we did. 

 

The woman described in Matthew was in a perpetual state of uncleanness on 

account of her hemorrhage. Now we must remember being unclean is not as sin, it 

just simply meant you could not go to the Temple and Synagogue nor touch sacred 

objects. Being unclean is an inevitable state we all are in from time to time and the 

remedy for that is to bath in a mikvah (ritual baptism/immersion) at a mikvah pool 

or a nearby flowing stream. This is on top of a shower or bath. 

 

Now she wouldn’t have been stoned for making someone unclean, even though she 

technically wasn’t supposed to be in public. However, her offence was when she 

touched the (hem) the sacred fringe or tzitzit of Rabbi Yeshua’s tallit (Prayer 

Shawl). 

 

The ritual fringe has white strings with one blue string and they are to remind us to 

keep all 613 Commandments of the Torah, and they are tied and wrapped in a 

special way so as it symbolically spells out the Ineffable Divine Name of God, 

YHWH. So in faith by grabbing onto the tzitzit said several things. One that she 

believed on the name of G-d for her healing and second, that she was saying she 

believed Rabbi Yeshua’s teachings and wanted to be a disciple of his.  

 

And Obviously being unclean didn’t hinder Yeshua from performing a miracle. 

 

Verses 22-23 hints that since He was on His way to the ruler of the synagogues 

house that “he obtained entry” (HRV). We can surmise by this statement that 

Yeshua may have stopped off by a mikvah pool and waited till evening when he 

would be considered clean from being touched by the woman with the issue of 

blood that he healed. Because the synagogue nassi (ruler) was there when Yeshua 

was touched by the woman so he knew Yeshua was unclean. Being a synagogue 

nassi and obviously torah observant, he most likely would have expected Yeshua 

to do this on his way to his house. Then again, it may not have mattered because 

the nassi learned his daughter died and so his house would have been ritually 

unclean at the moment anyway and wouldn’t have mattered if Yeshua came in 

clean or unclean, because upon entry to the nassi’s house He would have become 



unclean anyway. Even if He did stop for a mikvah it didn’t matter anyway because 

when a person is dead, they can’t get “deader”!  

 

Verse 24 could be taken as a hint that it was night and she was lying dead in her 

bed and it looked like she was sleeping. Sleep in Judaism is an idom for death for 

the Rabbi’s say that being asleep was a certain percentage of being dead. 

 

Granted, I have no concrete proof for my interpretation about Yeshua stopping off 

by a mikvah prior to going to the Nassi’s house, However, Knowing Yeshua was 

Messiah and sinless, fully Torah observant, I feel I can safely assume He may have 

taken a mikvah at this time in order to keep the Torah. For if Yeshua sinned, or 

broke the Torah as I John 3:4 says, then He couldn’t in way be Messiah. 

 

Shabbat Shalom and Shavuah Tov! 

-- Yehudah ben Shomeyr 

 

 

 
 


