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Parashah #34: B’midbar “Numbers: 

B’midbar / Numbers 1:1-4:20 

By: Yehudah ben Shomeyr  

 

 

Summary: 

 

This Torah Portion primarily deals with the Census of all of Israel and their Tribal 

assigned places when marching and camping.  It also delves into the Tribal Clans 

of the Levites and their Priestly assignments responsibilities for the article of the 

Tabernacle. This shows how the God of Israel is a Gopd of Seder (Order) how He 

wants Israel to be a unit, to be one and move, live and work like a well oiled 

machine. 

 

 

Commentary: 

 

A cursory reading of this Torah portion one may be fooled into believing this is 

just boring and meaningless names, numbers and stats. They would be oh so 

wrong. On the contrary this Torah Portion is rich in symbolism and meaning. Just 

you wait and see! 

 

We will go by Tribe, Symbol, Nasi (Prince/Leader) and the Number of people in 

the tribe of 20 years and up: 

 

Leah’s Sons: 

 

 Reuven: Water Plant: Elizur ben Shedeur: 46,500 

 Shimon: Tower/Fortress/ Sword and Shield: Shelumiel ben Zurishaddai: 

59,300 

 Yehudah: Lion: Nashon ben Amminadab: 45,650 

 Yissikar: Donkey/Beast of Burden: Nethanel be Zuar: 74,600 

 Zevulun: Ship: Eliab ben Helon: 54,400 

 

Rachel’s Sons: 

 

 Ephraim (Yosef’s son): Grapes: Elishama ben Ammihud: 57,400 

 Manessah (Yosef’s son): Grapes: Gamaleil ben Pedahzur 40,500 



 Benyahmin: Wolf: Abidan ben Gideoni: 32,200 

 

Bilhah’s (Rachel’s) Sons: 

 

 Dan: Snake/Balance Scales: Ahiezer ben Ammishaddai: 35,400 

 Naphtali: Gazelle: Ahira ben Enan: 53,400 

 

Zilphah’s (Leah’s) Sons: 

 

 Gad: Tents/Camp: Eliasaph ben Deuel/Reuel: 62,700 

 Asher: Fruit Tree: Pagiel ben Ochran: 41,500 

 

Total: 603,550 

 

The Camp: 

 

EAST: 1
st
 to march out: Yehudah, Yissikhar, Zevulun: 186,400 

 

The East is the direction of the rising sun and is the direction of Jerusalem, where 

we should face when praying and it is also the direction of Messiah’s return. 

 

Judah was the kingly tribe and needed Yissikhar because: 

 

 
1Chron. 12:32a And of the children of Issachar, [which were men] that had understanding 

of the times, to know what Israel ought to do;  

 

 

Zevulun eventually became seafarers and therefore are like Ambassadors for Israel 

and its Kingdom (Gen. 49:13, Deut. 27:13, 33:18). They are also the ones who 

stood on Mount Ebal to pronounce the curses and thus are a reminder to the King 

to keep and rule by Torah. 

 

 

According to Numbers 10:17 These Levite clans marched out: 

 

 

 Gershon: Supervisor: Ithamar: Gershonite 30-50 years: 2,630: 1 month and 

up: 7,500: They were responsible for the Tent and Ropes itself. 



 Merari: Supervisor: Ithamar: Merarites 30-50 years: 3,200: 1 month and up: 

6,200: They were responsible for the Frames and hardware. 

 

 

SOUTH: 2
nd

 to march out: Reuven, Shimon, Gad: 151,450 

 

 

South is the direction symbolic of quietness of the earth refreshment. Reuven and 

Shimon are linked with war and Gad’s symbol is the spear, and though war is 

never desirable, oft times it is necessary to achieve a lasting peace such as the 

peace that will ensue after Armageddon.  

 

 

Center of Camp and 3
rd

 to march out according to Numbers 10:21: Levite 

Clan: 

 

 

 Kohath: Supervisor: Eleazar: Kohathites: 30-50 years: 2,750: 1 month and 

up: 8,600: They were responsible for Furnishings, Objects and Curtains of 

the Holy and Most Holy Place. 

 

 

Total Levites 30-50 = 8,580 

Total 1 mth and up = 22,000 with 273 in excess. 

 

According to the Rabbi’s and Sages Moses and Aaron camped between Judah’s 

camp and the entrance to the Tabernacle. 

 

The Kohatites camped by the south wall of the Tabernacle if front of Rubens camp. 

 

The Gershonites camped by the western wall of the Tabernacle inn front of 

Ephraim’s encampment. 

 

The Merarites camped by the northern wall of the Tabernacle in front of the 

encampment of Dan. 

 

The Levites symbolized that man needs a buffer between him and the Almighty on 

account of sin. If there was no buffer, man would be annihilated, thus the reason 

for the advocate in the Priests and in Messiah Yeshua and the buffer of the blood 

of the animal sacrifices and that of the Messiah also. 



 

Chapter 5 details the set up, tear down and transportation of the Tabernacle. 

The Levites were in the middle so the rest of the tribes could surround and protect 

them so their faith and priesthood would survive any attack. They were the center 

of the camp; representing YHWH is the central focus of the Hebrew people. And 

YHWH and his service should be the center and most guarded aspect of our lives. 

 

 

WEST: 4
th

 to march out: Ephraim: Manasseh, Benyamin: 108,100 

 

West is the direction of the setting sun and symbolized death, and the youngsters of 

the tribes are here to remind them that life is short and to remind them of their 

mortality and to make the most of it. Grapes and a wolf represent these tribes and 

are symbols of youth, strength and prosperity and thus we should never takes such 

things for granted. 

 

 

NORTH: 5
th

 to march out: Dan: Asher, Naphtali: 157,600 

 

 

North prophetically indicates the direction where trouble or judgment comes from 

and Dan means Judgment. Dan is symbolized by a serpent and Naphtali a doe and 

Asher wheat. Combine these and we get a picture of the two sides of judgment; the 

serpent indicating harsh judgment and a doe symbolizing favorable judgment, both 

concealed in wheat, in blessing, meaning we can abuse or appreciate and properly 

use the blessings God affords us and this determines if we will be judged favorably 

or not. 

 

These tribes are where the sons of Leah and Rachel through their handmaids 

mingle and also are a living object lesson to all of Israel of peace among 

competitive brothers, brothers from different mothers. 

 

The way the encampments are and the order in which they march out keep the 

Levites and the “crown jewels” of Israel, the Tabernacle and its furnishings 

guarded and protected by being surrounded by the tribes who are experts in 

warfare. 

 

Allow me to give you some alternative numbers as purposed by George E. 

Mendenhall. He believes that the Biblical numbers are accurate, but miscalculated, 

because of the term “eleph” meaning 1,000. During the monarchy, when units of 



thousands were called “alaphim.” During Moses’ time eleph meant, “clan,” thus 

describing units rather than numbers. 

 

 Numbers 1  Numbers 26  

Tribe Units Men Units Men 

Reuben 46 500 43 750 

Simeon 59 300 22 200 

Gad 45 650 40 500 

Judah 74 600 76 500 

Issachar 54 400 64 300 

Zebulun 57 400 60 500 

Ephraim 40 500 32 500 

Manasseh 32 200 52 700 

Benjamin 35 400 45 600 

Dan 52 700 64 400 

Asher 41 500 53 400 

Naphtali 53 400 45 400 

Totals 598 5550 596 5750 

 

With these figures the population protected by this 5-6,000 men would be 20-

30,000 people. We see 40 years later the population was approximately 35,000.  

 

Numbers 2:2-29 

Let’s look at the military command structure in the Wilderness: 

 

 Moses = General 

 Joshua = Commander 

 Officer (Ofc) 

 Captain (Cap) 

 

Eastern Division Western Division Southern 

Division 

Northern 

Division 

Judah: Nahshon 

(Ofc) 

Ephraim: 

Elishama (Ofc) 

Reuben: Elizur 

(Ofc) 

Dan: Ahiezer 

(Ofc) 

Issachar: 

Nethaneel (Cap) 

Manasseh: 

Gamaliel (Cap) 

Simeon: 

Shelumiel (Cap) 

Asher: Pagiel 

(Cap) 

Zebulun: Eliab 

(Cap) 

Benjamin (Cap) Gad: Eliasaph 

(Cap) 

Naphtali: Ahira 

(Cap) 

 



 

Numbers 3:40-51 Talks about the redemption of the first born. The Levites replace 

the first born Israelites sons. The Livestock of the Levites replace the first born of 

the Israelites livestock. 273 excess Israelites to Levites buy back their extra sons. 5 

pieces of silver for each = 1,365 pieces of sliver. 

 

 

Shabbat Shalom and Shavuah Tov, 

-- Yehudah ben Shomeyr 

 
 

 

RaYBaSH’s Haftarah Hashings 

#34 B’midbar “Numbers”  

Hosea 1:10-2:22 

By: Yehudah ben Shomeyr 

 

 

Our Torah Portion is from the book of Numbers and is about numbers and our 

Haftarah Portion deals with numbers. Numbers in regards to the population is 

Israel. 

 

 

God uses Hoshea as a living prophetic object lesson for all Israel. Hoshea was told 

to marry a prostitute and have children by her and continue to fight to get her back 

when she is unfaithful; to symbolize the unfaithfulness of Israel to God. 

 

 

The first son of Hoshea had was named Yizre’el (Jezreel) 

 

“The name Jezreel has a double meaning. First as the verse states, it refers to the 

valley in which Jeroboam’s ancestors Jehu spilled considerable blood (see II Kings 

10). Although Jehu’s killing mark the fulfillment of Elijah’s prophecy against the 

house of Ahab and the destruction of Baal worship, his motivation was not inspired 

by a desire to fulfill G-d’s will, rather it was intensify the calf worship (see 10:5) at 

Bethel (Bethaven) and Dan (Rashi). Second, the name Jezreel means “seeded by 

G-d” and is a reference to the exile by which Israel will be strewn like sown seeds 

among the hostile nations.” – Art Scroll Tanak pg. 1332-1333 

 

 



The next child is a daughter called, Lo-ruhamah, meaning not pitied on account of 

their stiffnecked rebellion and departure from Torah. Israel is divorced by God but 

remarried once the Messiah Yeshua resurrected. But Judah has promised to 

remained married to G-d because of the promise G-d made to David although 

Judah was just as adulterous as Israel (v.6-7). 

 

 

Then Lo-ammi was born, meaning not my people (v.9), again referring to Israel. 

This all sounds grim, but hope shines through in 1:10 (2:1) that one day Israel will 

be as numerous as the sands of the sea, continuing to His promise to Avraham. For 

one day Lo-ammi (not my people) will be called Ken-ammi (Yes, my people). 

After chastisement (v.11-15 (1:11-13)) God will, as Hoshea did with Gomer, 

coaxed Israel back to Himself (v.16-22(2:14-20)). Where the theme of numbers 

comes in is in 2:1 (1:10). 

 

 

Shabbat Shalom and Shavuah Tov!   

-- Yehudah ben Shomeyr 
 

 

 

 

RaYBaSH’s Brit Chadashah Connections 

Parashah #34: B’midbar “Numbers” 

I Cor. 12:12-31 

By: Yehudah ben Shomeyr 

 

 
I Cor. 12:12-31  For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of 

that one body, being many, are one body: so also is Christ. For by one Spirit are we all 

baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and 

have been all made to drink into one Spirit. For the body is not one member, but many. If 

the foot shall say, Because I am not the hand, I am not of the body; is it therefore not of the 

body? And if the ear shall say, Because I am not the eye, I am not of the body; is it 

therefore not of the body? If the whole body were an eye, where were the hearing? If the 

whole were hearing, where were the smelling? But now hath God set the members every 

one of them in the body, as it hath pleased him. And if they were all one member, where 

were the body? But now are they many members, yet but one body. And the eye cannot say 

unto the hand, I have no need of thee: nor again the head to the feet, I have no need of you. 

Nay, much more those members of the body, which seem to be more feeble, are necessary: 

And those members of the body, which we think to be less honourable, upon these we 

bestow more abundant honour; and our uncomely parts have more abundant comeliness. 



For our comely parts have no need: but God hath tempered the body together, having 

given more abundant honour to that part which lacked. That there should be no schism in 

the body; but that the members should have the same care one for another. And whether 

one member suffer, all the members suffer with it; or one member be honoured, all the 

members rejoice with it. Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in particular. And 

God hath set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, after 

that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues. Are all 

apostles? are all prophets? are all teachers? are all workers of miracles? Have all the gifts 

of healing? do all speak with tongues? do all interpret? But covet earnestly the best gifts: 

and yet shew I unto you a more excellent way. 

 

 

Where the Torah Portion’s emphasis is on numbers and the vast number of people 

of Israel, but the Brit Chadasha shows the flip side. Yes, we are many, but we too 

are one. Each tribe has a specific traits and a specific purpose that is necessary to 

the oneness of Israel. We all need to understand it, embrace it, and not fight against 

it. 

Shabbat Shalom and Shavuah Tov! 

-- Yehudah ben Shomeyr 

 

 
 


