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Deut. 8:11-18 “Be on guard, lest you forget יהוה your Elohim by not guarding His 

commands, and His right-rulings, and His laws which I command you today,  

lest you eat and shall be satisfied, and build lovely houses and shall dwell in them,  

and your herds and your flocks increase, and your silver and your gold are increased, and 

all that you have is increased,  that your heart then becomes lifted up, and you forget יהוה 

your Elohim who brought you out of the land of Mitsrayim, from the house of bondage,  

who led you through that great and awesome wilderness – fiery serpents and scorpions and 

thirst – where there was no water, who brought water for you out of the flinty rock,  who 

fed you in the wilderness with manna, which your fathers did not know, in order to humble 

you and to try you, to do you good in the end, you then shall say in your heart, ‘My power 

and the strength of my hand have made for me this wealth!’ But you shall remember יהוה 

your Elohim, for it is He who gives you power to get wealth, in order to establish His 

covenant which He swore to your fathers, as it is today.”  

 

 

These verses speaks of physical and monetary prosperity and no matter how 

prosperous we become we must never forget our humble beginnings and that it was 

because of God’s mercy and favor and because of Him alone that we were able to 

be prosperous. We are to remember and never forget our wilderness experience. 

Seeing as we not a part of the generations that literally went through the desert we 

are to recall the narrative of the experience and imagine that it was really us who 

literally went through the wilderness and to help us do this we must recall the 

spiritual wilderness that we have and are currently trekking through. 

 

 
Deut. 8:15 who led you through that great and awesome wilderness – fiery serpents and 

scorpions and thirst – where there was no water, who brought water for you out of the 

flinty rock,  

 

 

Spiritually speaking we are in a great and awesome desert of exile occupied by the 

goyim and the dangers of their pagan culture and ways and we find ourselves the 

minority, feelings small and surrounded. We seem naked and exposed to the heat 

of this desert that seems to sap the life right out of us and we become tired, dazed, 

thirsty and weary.  

 



 
1 John 4:4 Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is he 

that is in you, than he that is in the world. 

 

We must remember that our God is bigger than the desert and that prophetically 

speaking God is for us the minority, the underdog and prophetically we will one 

day be served by the goyim.  

 

We may think that He has forgotten us, but as the Haftarah portion says: 

 

 
Isa. 49:13- 26 Sing, O heavens, rejoice, O earth! And break out in singing, O mountains! 

For יהוה shall comfort His people and have compassion on His afflicted ones.  But Tsiyon 

says, “יהוה has forsaken me, and יהוה has forgotten me.” “Would a woman forget her 

nursing child, and not have compassion on the son of her womb? Though they forget, I 

never forget you. “See, I have inscribed you on the palms of My hands; your walls are 

always before Me. “Your sons shall hurry, your destroyers and those who laid you waste 

depart from you. “Lift up your eyes round about and see, all of them gather together and 

come to you. As I live,” declares יהוה, “you shall put on all of them as an ornament, and 

bind them on you as a bride does. “For your wastes, and your deserted places, and the land 

of your destruction, shall soon be too narrow for the inhabitants, while those who 

swallowed you up are far away. “The sons of your bereavement shall yet say in your ears, 

‘The place is too narrow for me, make room for me to live.’  “And you shall say in your 

heart, ‘Who has brought forth these for me, since I am bereaved and barren, an exile, and 

wandering to and fro? And who reared them? See, I was left alone – from where did these 

come?’ ” Thus said the Master יהוה, “See, I lift My hand up to the gentiles, and set up My 

banner for the peoples; and they shall bring your sons in their arms, and your daughters 

carried on their shoulders; “And sovereigns shall be your foster fathers, and their 

sovereignesses your nursing mothers. They bow down to you with their faces to the earth, 

and lick up the dust of your feet. And you shall know that I am יהוה – those who wait for Me 

shall not be ashamed.” Is prey taken from the mighty, and the captives of the righteous 

delivered? Yet thus said יהוה, “Even the captives of the mighty is taken away, and the prey 

of the ruthless is delivered; and I strive with him who strives with you, and I save your 

children. “And I shall feed those who oppress you with their own flesh, and let them drink 

their own blood as sweet wine. All flesh shall know that I, יהוה, am your Saviour, and your 

Redeemer, the Elohim of Yaʽaqoḇ.”  

 

We must not let the desert, the goyim have a negative effect on us, but we must be 

like light in darkness and have an effect on the desert. Just as when Israel returned 

to the Land in 1948 they literally made the deserts bloom.  

 

 
Isa. 35:1 The wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad for them; and the desert shall 

rejoice, and blossom as the rose. 



Romans 8:31 What shall we then say to these things? If God [be] for us, who [can be] 

against us? 
 

 

We must recall all the times Israel was cornered and up against the wall; The 

Exodus, Jericho, the time of the Judges, Goliath, Daniel and the three Hebrew 

Children, Esther, and so even up until the modern conflicts and campaigns waged 

against the modern state of Israel. Israel was always out-numbered, gunned and 

manned but with the LORD’s help always came out on top. And the times when 

Israel was defeated, it was due to lack of obedience to Torah. 

 

In the midst of the desert was Israel exposed to the elements? No, they had the 

Shekinah of ADONAI as a cooling and shading cloud that was a compass by day 

and a fiery pillar to warm and guide at night. Likewise in our spiritual desert we 

have the covering and warming Ruach HaKodesh (Holy Spirit) of ADONAI and 

His angels with fiery swords to surround us and escort us on our journey.  

 

What did Messiah say? 

 

 
Matt. 28:20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, 

lo, I am with you alway, [even] unto the end of the world. Amen. 

 

John 14:16 And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he 

may abide with you for ever; 

 

John 14:26 But the Comforter, [which is] the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my 

name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I 

have said unto you. 

 

John 15:26 But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, 

[even] the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me:  

 

John 16:7 Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go 

not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you. 

 

 

Recall what David HaMelech (the King) said: 

 
Psa 91:11 For he shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways. 

 

 



We are not alone, uncovered or vulnerable, though it may appear to the outsider 

that we are. We can take comfort and confidence in this knowledge. 

 

So the desert does not have to be great and awesome in a bad way: 

 

 
Isa. 35:6b For in the wilderness shall waters break out, and streams in the desert. 

 

 

We also must recall that Moses’ brother Miriam, who was a shadow picture of the 

Ruach HaKodesh, was the water scout and wells were found throughout all the 

wilderness wanderings, and even when wells were not found water came out of the 

rocks, the “flinty rocks” 

 

In the spiritual desert despite out Divine protection and provision we must be 

constantly vigilant of the fiery serpents. The fiery serpents symbolize worldly, 

fleshly and carnal passions. A snake’s venom is said to be hot and it “melts” the 

flesh through rotting. We recall that one time Israel complained about the lack of 

food they craved that they had in abundance in Egypt but lacked in the desert and 

ironically it was inferior to the manna that ADONAI provided.  

 

 
Num. 21:5-6 And the people spake against God, and against Moses, Wherefore have ye 

brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? for [there is] no bread, neither [is there 

any] water; and our soul loatheth this light bread. And the LORD sent fiery serpents 

among the people, and they bit the people; and much people of Israel died. 

 

 

We must guard that we not take to complaining and coveting of the worldly things 

that rots our joy and takes our focus off of Torah. 

 

When we feel the fire of distraction, like a camp fire we must hem in and focus the 

fire with the stones of Torah and thus burn even brighter and more intently on 

Torah and Avodat HaShem (Service to ADONAI). We must actually use the 

temptation and channel its passion to fuel our zeal for ADONAI and His Torah. 

 

Scorpions on the other hand is said to be a cold venom that is a neurotoxin and 

symbolizes the coldness of the desert that can make us sleepy, apathetic and we 

freeze to death. This also symbolized the cooling of our passion in our personal 

relationship with YHWH and His Torah.  



 

We do not kill the fiery serpent if we do not have to, but actually harnesses it to 

serve the Will of HaShem, but what do we do with the scorpion? We crush it with 

our heel, our “Eikev,” the title of our Torah Portion this week, which means 

because, but can also mean, “heel.” 

 

 
Devarim (Deuteronomy) 7:12-15 

 
12

“And it shall be, because you hear these right-rulings, and shall guard and do them, that 

 your Elohim shall guard with you the  covenant  and  the  kindness  which  He swore 

to your fathers, 
13

and  shall  love  you  and  bless  you  and 

increase  you,  and  shall  bless  the  fruit  of your womb and the fruit of your land, your 

grain and your new wine and your oil, the increase of your cattle and the offspring of your 

flock, in the land of which He swore to your fathers to give you. 
14

“Blessed  are  you  above  all  peoples  – there is not going to be a barren man or a barren 

woman among you or among your livestock. 
15

“And  shall turn away from you all 

sickness  and  put  on  you  none  of  the  evil diseases   of   Mitsrayim   which   you   have 

known, but He shall put them on all those who hate you. 

 

 

Ekev means “because” and it seems a little strange that this word is used instead of 

the usual word “Im” meaning “if”. But every word and the letter of the Torah have 

meaning and ADONAI chose such wording for a reason. Perhaps to teach us that 

we ought to observe what we perceive to be a minor mitzvah just as zealous and 

complete as we would fulfill what we may see as a major mitzvah. How did I come 

to that conclusion? Well, Ekev can also mean “heel” hinting at the lowest 

extremity of the body and that pointing to “minor mitzvot.” We are to be just as 

scrupulous to observe what may be seen as a little commandment because as the 

Perkei Avot tells us, one mitzvah leads to another and vice versa, when we 

disregard a small command it sets us up to eventually trample with our heel what is 

seen as a big commandment.  

 

The word Ekev is related to the Patriarch’s name Ya’akov (Jacob) meaning “heel 

grabber.” He is the one who “put his foot down” and “dug his heels into the 

ground” and stood up against his brother Esav and from Ya’akov’s firm stance the 

12 tribes sprang. 

 

This word Ekev causes us also to recall the first Messianic prophecy in Torah: 

 

 



Bereshith (Genesis) 3:15 “And I put enmity between you and the woman, and between your 

seed and her Seed. He shall crush your head and you shall bruise His heel.” 

 

 

We crush the enemy when we put out foot down, dig in our heels and properly 

walk and observe the Commands of Torah. 

 

And thus it is “because” of such a firm heel planted stance regarding Torah that we 

are blessed and prosperous as a result. 

 

Back to scorpion stomping. What did Yeshua say about it? 

 

 
Luke 10:19 Behold, I give unto you power to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all 

the power of the enemy: and nothing shall by any means hurt you. 

 

 

Another danger of the desert is that of thirst which occurs when we stray from the 

path; from the wells of living water. 

 

 
Jer. 2:13 For my people have committed two evils; they have forsaken me the fountain of 

living waters, [and] hewed them out cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hold no water.  

 

Jer. 17:13 O LORD, the hope of Israel, all that forsake thee shall be ashamed, [and] they 

that depart from me shall be written in the earth, because they have forsaken the LORD, 

the fountain of living waters. 

 

Amos 8:11 Behold, the days come, saith the Lord GOD, that I will send a famine in the 

land, not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the words of the LORD: 
 

 

So what is water? Torah: Written and Living, meaning the Written Word and the 

Living Messiah! 

 

 
John 7:38 He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow 

rivers of living water. 

 

 



When we find ourselves prosperous and at ease we must never forget Israel’s 

physical desert nor our spiritual desert, because it keeps us focused, humble and on 

track.  

 

When we are not prosperous or at ease we must remember we are in the capable 

and mighty hands of the LORD God and we must never forget Israel’s physical 

desert nor our spiritual desert, because it keeps us focused, humble and on track.  

 

Shabbat Shalom, and Shavuah Tov! 

-- Yehudah ben Shomeyr 
 

 

 

RaYBaSH’s Haftarah Hashings 

Parashah # 46 Eikev: “Because”  

Isa. 40:14-51:3 

By: Yehudah ben Shomeyr  
 

 

This is one of the Haftarah’s of Consolation that is read between Tish B’Av and 

Rosh Hashanah, and corresponds to the book of Deuteronomy in that Moshe 

(Moses) is giving his last address to the people before he dies and before they cross 

over into the Promised Land. 

 

This Haftarah deals with the end times concerning Israel, all 12 tribes. Israel will 

be brought back to the Land, some by their captors from all four corners of the 

earth. 

 

Isa. 49:22-23 Thus saith the Lord GOD, Behold, I will lift up mine hand to the Gentiles, 

and set up my standard to the people: and they shall bring thy sons in their arms, and thy 

daughters shall be carried upon their shoulders. And kings shall be thy nursing fathers, 

and their queens thy nursing mothers: they shall bow down to thee with their face toward 

the earth, and lick up the dust of thy feet; and thou shalt know that I am the LORD: for 

they shall not be ashamed that wait for me.  

 

When this happens, the Land will also be delivered from an exile of sorts, and it 

will come alive! Already since 1948 when Israel officially became recognized as a 

nation in the eyes of the world we have seen the desert land of Israel be 

transformed from a dust bowl to a lush garden! We are now just beginning to see 



the start of this prophecy being fulfilled. We are also seeing Jews from every land 

of every language, of every color slowly returning to the Land of Israel. We are 

now but seeing only a trickle, like that of a leaky faucet. But when this prophecy 

begins to be fulfilled in full, it will be huge! It will be like a 2
nd

 Exodus! 

 

Even so ADONAI, quickly come! 

 

Shabbat Shalom and Shavuah Tov! 

 

-- Yehudah ben Shomeyr 
 

 

 

RaYBaSH’s Brit Chadashah Connections 

Parashah # 46 Eikev: “Because”  

James 3:9-18; 4:7-8 

By: Yehudah ben Shomeyr  

 
 
Devarim 11:22 “For  if  you  diligently  guard  all  these commands which I command you, to do it, 

to  love  YHWH  your  Elohim,  to  walk  in  all His ways, and to cling to Him. 

 

Deut. 11:26-28 (KJV) Behold, I set before you this day a blessing and a curse; A blessing, if ye obey 

the commandments of the LORD your God, which I command you this day: And a curse, if ye will 

not obey the commandments of the LORD your God, but turn aside out of the way which I 

command you this day, to go after other gods, which ye have not known.  

 

As I said in the Torah Portion:  

 

 

“Free will is the most blessed and most abhorrent thing God has granted us. I am 

glad I am not a robot, but I also hate the fact that I stray. Rav Sha’ul (Apostle Paul) 

echoes this very sentiment.  

 

 
Rom 7:15 (KJV) For that which I do I allow not: for what I would, that do I not; but what I 

hate, that do I. 

 

 



With free will we fall in love with our Creator, and with it we willingly and 

callously walk our own way to our own hurt. With it we bring a blessing or a curse 

upon ourselves. The verse hinges on the word “if”. It is up to us, every moment of 

everyday, the choice is ours.” 
 

James 3:9-18 Therewith bless we God, even the Father; and therewith curse we men, which 

are made after the similitude of God. Out of the same mouth proceedeth blessing and 

cursing. My brethren, these things ought not so to be. Doth a fountain send forth at the 

same place sweet water and bitter? Can the fig tree, my brethren, bear olive berries? either 

a vine, figs? so can no fountain both yield salt water and fresh. Who is a wise man and 

endued with knowledge among you? let him shew out of a good conversation his works 

with meekness of wisdom. But if ye have bitter envying and strife in your hearts, glory not, 

and lie not against the truth. This wisdom descendeth not from above, but is earthly, 

sensual, devilish. For where envying and strife is, there is confusion and every evil work. 

But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be 

intreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and without hypocrisy. And the 

fruit of righteousness is sown in peace of them that make peace. 

 

We must fight the Evil inclination, the Fallen Nature, through the Power of the 

Ruach HaKodesh (Holy Spirit). Dog fighting is a cruel and illegal sport, and has 

increased in popularity lately. But the battle between good and evil with in our 

souls is like two dogs, a good dog and a bad dog, and sometimes these dogs break 

their chain and gets loose with in us, and sometimes they get into a scrap with each 

other. Determining who wins is dependent on which dog is fed and cared for the 

most. When we read Scripture, obey Torah, pray regularly, perform good deeds 

and such, we feed the good dog, and he gets stronger. So when the dogs break their 

chain and fight with each other, the good dog wins. Now when we give in to our 

own selfish, fallen and carnal ways; we sin and neglect Scripture, prayer and such, 

we unwittingly feed the bad dog, and he gains power and strength to overcome the 

good dog. It is hard work caring for the good dog, and it is so easy to care for the 

bad dog. It takes a conscious effort to raise up the good dog, and we feed and make 

strong the bad dog with virtually no effort at all! 

 

James 4:7-8b Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from 

you. Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you.  

 

We see that to obey God and receive His blessings are a matter of free will, but it is 

doable, and He gives us the power to do so. We also see that it is an intimate part 



of “cleaving” to God as stated in the verse above; treating your relationship with 

Him as a Divine and Holy Marriage. 

 

Shabbat Shalom and Shavuah Tov! 

 

-- Yehudah ben Shomeyr 
 


