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Parashah # 9: Vayeshev “And He Dwelt” 

B’reshit (Genesis) 37:1-40:23 

By Yehudah ben Shomeyr 

 

No doubt the Patriarchs weren’t perfect and they, despite their piousness had their 

character flaws too. 

 

In the Psudopigraphal book “The Testament of Judah,” Judah admits to his vice of 

sexual impropriety and warns his descendants of this trap. His descendent David 

Ha Melek (the King) knew this problem all too well (Ps. 51) and if Yeshua being 

fully God and fully human was tempted in all points we are yet without sin (Heb. 

4:15), Yeshua must have dealt with this issue as well, yet did not give in. Perhaps 

Yeshua was tempted by Lazarus and Martha’s sister Miriam (Mary). The Archo 

Volume, a Sanhedrin document interviewing those closes to Messiah hints that 

Miriam had a crush on Yeshua and some say she is the same as Mary Magdalene 

and we know all the rumors that have flown around about her and Yeshua 

producing the Merovingian line. 

 

Nonetheless sexual sin has always been an issue for the tribe of Judah and seeing 

as the 10 tribes are “lost” and Jews as we know them today are from the tribe of 

Judah, no wonder the Orthodox community has such strict rules regarding male 

and female relationships. 

 

There are never justifications for sin, but there are always reasons. It has been 

theorized Judah’s wife died about the same time as their sons and as one may get 

drunk to nurse a pain, Judah has sex with what he thought was a prostitute to cope 

with the pain of widowhood and missing his wife. 

 

As we discover Judah’s sin was indirectly on account of breaking his word to 

Tamar and not giving her his last son to wed as the Torah commands in order to 

continue the dead brother’s line and there after establish ones own line. This story 

is reminiscent of the Apocryphal story of Tobit where everyone who marries this 

one Jewish girl dies on the wedding night and Tobias marries her and breaks this 

demonic spell. Anyways, Tamar is found righteous and Judah admits his sin for 

indeed as the Torah says it found him out. 

 

Num. 32:23b “Be sure your sin will find you out.” 

 

HAFTARAH #9 



 

Amos 2:6-3:8 

 

Amos 3:2 You only have I known of all the families of the earth: therefore I will 

punish you for all your iniquities. 

 

As the Haftarah says, we must take accountability for our sins and this is what 

Judah in our Torah portion did (Gen. 38:26-30). 

 

BRIT CHADASHA #9 

 

I John 1:9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and 

to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

This passage assures us that even after a sin, even a sexual sin, restoration is 

possible. This is not what X-tianity teaches. Almost every minister who fell into 

sexual sin and was truly repentant lost their ministry forever and was never fully 

restored. 

 

Judah never lost his position as a Patriarch, neither did Reuvuen after having sex 

with his father’s concubine. Kefa (Peter), after denying Messiah was restored by 

the very one he betrayed. I think betrayal is worse in the realm of consequences 

than some forms of sexual sin and yet we still uphold Kefa as one of the greatest 

Apostles. 

 

Although there are no excuses for sin, they are reasons and with true repentance as 

Judah shows there is forgiveness and restoration. 

 

Shabbat Shalom and Shavuah Tov! 

-- Yehudah ben Shomeyr 

 

 

MEMORY VERSES: 

 

 And Joseph was brought down to Egypt; and Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh, 

captain of the guard, an Egyptian, bought him of the hands of the 

Ishmeelites, which had brought him down thither. – Gen.39:1 

 The lion hath roared, who will not fear? The Lord GOD hath spoken, who 

can but prophesy? – Amos 3:8 



 Then Joseph being raised from sleep did as the angel of the Lord had bidden 

him, and took unto him his wife: And knew her not till she had brought forth 

her firstborn son: and he called his name JESUS. – Matt. 1:24-25 

 

 


