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By: Rabbi Yehudah ben Shomeyr 

 

 

Summary: 

 

This Torah portion deals with Moses, his birth, his exile from Egypt and his 

marriage to Yitro’s daughter Zipporah and his call via the burning bush to be the 

redeemer of his people Israel. 
 

Commentary: 

 

 
Psalm 40:7 “Then said I, Lo, I come: in the volume of the book it is written of me, 8 I 

delight to do thy will, O my God: yea, thy law is within my heart.” (KJV) 

 

Hebrews 10:7 “Then said I, Lo, I come (in the volume of the book it is written of me,) to do 

thy will, O God.” 

 

 

The last several Torah portions we have been dealing with Yosef and how his life 

Parallels Yeshua the Messiah. I have been asked by one of my Rabbi’s to do the 

same concerning Moshe and Aharon.   

 

The two verses quoted above speak of the prophecies of the Messiah being found 

even in the pages of the Torah, not just in the books of the Prophets. I believe in 

part this is done by the foreshadowing’s of the life of the Patriarchs being a type, 

kind and example of the Moshiach. We have clearly seen this to be so in the life of 

Yosef.  
 

Exodus 2:1-2 And there went a man of the house of Levi, and took to wife a daughter of 

Levi. And the woman conceived, and bare a son: and when she saw him that he was a 

goodly child, she hid him three months.  

 

We see that Moshe is born during a time of great hardship and persecution of the 

Jewish people, just as it was during the time of Yeshua. Herod was as the wicked 

Pharaoh. And both Moshe and Yeshua were protected / hid for a time in Egypt. 



And during both births Jewish babies were killed on account of them, and what 

their births meant. Both were great leaders and Rabbi’s and Teachers of Israel.  
 

Matthew 2:1-18 Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of Herod the 

king, behold, there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem, Saying, Where is he that is 

born King of the Jews? for we have seen his star in the east, and are come to worship him. 

When Herod the king had heard these things, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. 

And when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people together, he 

demanded of them where Christ should be born. And they said unto him, In Bethlehem of 

Judaea: for thus it is written by the prophet, And thou Bethlehem, in the land of Juda, art 

not the least among the princes of Juda: for out of thee shall come a Governor, that shall 

rule my people Israel. Then Herod, when he had privily called the wise men, enquired of 

them diligently what time the star appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem, and said, Go 

and search diligently for the young child; and when ye have found him, bring me word 

again, that I may come and worship him also. When they had heard the king, they 

departed; and, lo, the star, which they saw in the east, went before them, till it came and 

stood over where the young child was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced with 

exceeding great joy. And when they were come into the house, they saw the young child 

with Mary his mother, and fell down, and worshipped him: and when they had opened 

their treasures, they presented unto him gifts; gold, and frankincense and myrrh. And 

being warned of God in a dream that they should not return to Herod, they departed into 

their own country another way. And when they were departed, behold, the angel of the 

Lord appeareth to Joseph in a dream, saying, Arise, and take the young child and his 

mother, and flee into Egypt, and be thou there until I bring thee word: for Herod will seek 

the young child to destroy him. When he arose, he took the young child and his mother by 

night, and departed into Egypt: And was there until the death of Herod: that it might be 

fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying, Out of Egypt have I called 

my son. Then Herod, when he saw that he was mocked of the wise men, was exceeding 

wroth, and sent forth, and slew all the children that were in Bethlehem, and in all the coasts 

thereof, from two years old and under, according to the time which he had diligently 

inquired of the wise men. Then was fulfilled that which was spoken by Jeremiah the 

prophet, saying, In Rama was there a voice heard, lamentation, and weeping, and great 

mourning, Rachel weeping for her children, and would not be comforted, because they are 

not. (KJV) 

 

Moshe was of the tribe and linage of Levi, However, Yeshua was clearly from the 

tribe of Yehudah. Yet both still have correlations. Moshe was a Levite, from the 

clan and tribe of priests, and Yeshua from Yehudah, a tribe of kings! However, 

BOTH were a Prophet, Priest and King! It is clear both were Rabbi’s, (Teachers). 

Moshe was called and likened to a king at times in rabbinic literature, and Yeshua 

is called by many the “King of the Jews”, and both prophesied of things to come. 

But both also were priests. How!? You say, when we know Moshe was from the 



priestly tribe of Levi and Yeshua from the kingly tribe of Yehudah? Well, there 

was a Semitic priesthood in place before the induction of the Levitical priesthood. 

It was called the Priesthood of Melchezidek. Even Avraham Avinu paid tithes to 

this priestly king of Salem, what we now know as Jerusalem. Now the 

Melchezideckian Priesthood DOES NOT replace the Levitical Priesthood, it is just 

a Higher order of Priesthood. The Scriptures are rife with references to Yeshua 

being a Melchezideckian Priest: Psalm 110:4; Hebrews Chapters 5-7. 

 

Both during their infancy were both placed in a feeding receptacle. Moshe was 

placed in a basket (most likely the sort in which one carried grain) and placed in 

the Nile, and Yeshua was laid in a feeding trough, a “manger”. This is symbolic 

that both would be a source of spiritual food for the Masses, and didn’t Yosef deal 

in that business too, passing out food to the masses? 

 

Moshe gave and taught the Torah (Law) through YHWH, and Yeshua did the 

same. 

 

Matthew 5:16-20 “Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, 

and glorify your Father which is in heaven. Think not that I am come to destroy the law 

(TORAH), or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfill. For verily I say unto 

you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till 

all be fulfilled. Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least commandments, and 

shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever 

shall do and teach them, the same shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven. For I say 

unto you, That except your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes and 

Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven.” (KJV) 

 

Moshe was humble and meek: 

 

 
Numbers 12:3 “(Now the man Moses was very meek, above all the men which were upon 

the face of the earth.)” (KJV) 

 

 

As was Yeshua: 

 

 Matthew 11:28-30 “Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give 

you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and 

ye shall find rest unto your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” (KJV) 



 

Moshe delivered the Hebrews from Physical bondage of Egypt, and Yeshua 

(meaning deliverer or salvation) delivered the Jewish people from spiritual 

bondage of sin which Egypt is often used as a metaphor for sin. 

So to start out with we can see many parallels regarding Moshe’s life and Yeshua’s 

life. We will see more correlations as we study on.  

 

In Chapter 1 of Exodus we find the Children of Israel are in bondage to the 

Egyptians, that…. 

 

 
“Now there arose up a new king over Egypt, which knew not Joseph.” (KJV) 

 

 

According to the notes in the Key Word Study Bible it says concerning this verse: 

 

 
“The expression “arose over Egypt” could better be translated “arose against Egypt.” This 

probably refers to the invasion of the Hyksos, a people related to the Hebrews, who 

conquered Egypt. The Hyksos were very numerous. So the growing nation of Israel posed a 

threat to them (Ex. 1:9). This threat ultimately led the Hyksos rulers to enslave the Jews. 

When the Hyksos were later driven out, all of the hatered which native Egyptians had for 

foreigners was focused on the Hebrews. Because the native Egyptians also feared they 

would become too numerous, they made the Israelite servitude more harsh (Ex. 1:13) and 

attempted to control the population by killing the male babies (Ex. 1:17-20).” 

 

 

I would like to add that the Book of Jasher records great exploits and battles that 

the 12 Patriarchs did, and their military feats and prowess were legendary. So no 

doubt the Egyptians feared the Hebrews and didn’t take any chances of a coup de 

tat. 

 

Now according to the Talmud, Rashi says: 

 

 
“Some say it was actually a new king; others say, it was the same king with new decrees. 

"Who knew not Joseph"--who acted as if he did not know Joseph (since, in either case, he 

surely knew about Joseph and his salvation of Egypt).” 

 

 

 



Why do you suppose this was? Here is put one speculation: 

 

 
When Joseph died, the Children of Israel abrogated the ritual of circumcision. They said, 

"Let's be like the Egyptians." Because they quit circumcising themselves, the Holy One, 

Blessed be He, reversed the Egyptians' friendly attitude toward them. (Shemot Rabbah 1:8) 
 

 

So as we read from the text of the book of Exodus that the Israelites were in severe 

bondage filled with harsh labour. We know by history that they did not (as some 

would have you believe) build the Pyramids, but according to the Scriptures they 

built cities.  

 

 
Exodus 1:11 “Therefore they did set over them taskmasters to afflict them with their 

burdens. And they built for Pharaoh treasure cities, Pithom and Raamses.” (KJV) 

 

 

We still do not know who built the Pyramids; some say aliens not of this terrestrial 

world, and others even say Enoch of the Bible built them. There are many other 

theories other than these two, but now is not the time to delve into such things. 

 

 
 Ex. 1:12 “But the more they afflicted them, the more they multiplied and grew. And they 

were grieved because of the children of Israel.” 

 

 

"The Egyptians started to make the Israelites do labor designated to break their bodies." 

(Exodus 1:13) 

 

 

“The Torah describes our labor in Egypt as avodas parech, literally, work that breaks the 

person. Avodas parech is defined as work that has no purpose and is designed just to keep 

the slave busy. 

 

Work can be exhilarating, fulfilling and ennobling, but only when it is melachah - 

purposeful work, work with a goal. But purposeless work (avodah) only serves to break a 

person's spirit. A prisoner in a Soviet labor camp was confined to his cell for ten years and 

forced to turn a handle that protruded from his cell wall. He was told that the handle 

turned a flour mill on the other side, but upon being liberated, discovered that the handle 

was connected to nothing. The realization that he had labored for nothing was more 

crushing to him than the ten years of imprisonment.” – Rabbi Zev Leff 

 

 



We will see later that Pharaoh doubled that meaningless work when Moses came 

around preaching freedom. 
 

 

Pharaoh according to the Midrash came up with many ways to keep the Children 

of Israel from cohabitating and producing more offspring, but they found ways of 

being intimate. With a life of such hardship sexual intimacy with ones spouse is 

one of the few pleasures left in a life such as that, and this is why they “multiplied 

and grew” despite their slavery. 

 

As a result Pharaoh had commanded the Hebrew mid-wives to kill the baby boys 

and to let the baby girls to live. This is so the girls can grow up and be impregnated 

by the Egyptians and therefore assimilate and loose their Hebrew identity. They 

males would just grow stronger and numerous and produce more Hebrews. So he 

instructed them to be killed upon birth and or thrown into the Nile, perhaps as a 

sacrifice to the gods of the Nile. 

 

But we see that this did not happen, the mid-wives feared the G-d given command 

s of the Torah and respected the sanctity of life, and as a result there came 

Egyptian inspections of Hebrew homes to find and destroy the Hebrew male 

babies, most likely between the ages of 2 years and below. For at the time of 

Moshe’s birth, Miriam his sister was a teenager and his big brother Aharon was 

approximately 3 years of age. 

 

According to Legends of the Bible, the Hebrew midwives Shiphrah and Puah were 

really Yochoved (Moshe’s Mother) and Miriam (Moshe’s sister). They were 

rewarded for their fear of YHWH by having children of their own. Moshe of 

course came from this and Miriam married Caleb and through this union sprang the 

royal house of David, to which Yeshua is apart of, so if this legend is true, Yeshua 

also has some Levite blood in Him as well! 

 

Three months after Moshe was born his family could no longer conceal him, so His 

mother Yochoved put him into an “ark” a sealed basket; and set him upon the Nile. 

The reason he would be safe was because they Egyptians threw babies into the 

Nile to drown and wouldn’t think of looking there, and plus the basket was sealed 

and therefore he would not be detected by smell from the carnivorous animals that 

inhabited the Nile. Regardless it was so bad that Yochoved thought Moshe’s 

chances for survival would be better on the Nile rather than on the land. She also 

sends Miriam his sister to track the basket along the Nile to see where he would 

end up. And as it so happened, the basket drifted near to the part of the Nile where 



Pharaoh’s daughter bathed. See spies this basket and sends her servants to fetch the 

basket. And low and behold it was Moshe. The Princess knew immediately that it 

was a Hebrew most likely because the child was circumcised, which was a dead 

give away of Hebrew origins. And in the greatest of irony Miraim pops out and 

suggests that she be permitted to find a wet nurse for the child and Miriam gets her 

own mother, and Yochoved is paid by Pharaohs daughter to care for her own child! 

And who said the full time job of being a mother doesn’t pay well? 

 

Having this set up, Moshe got the best of both worlds of education. He learned 

Hebrew and about YHWH and the Torah from Yochoved, and Egyptian and 

secular matters from the house of Pharaoh. No wonder Elohim chose him to be the 

“Yeshua” the deliverer of the Jewish people. He learned how to govern a people in 

Egypt, but was able to put into practice what he had been taught about leadership 

by tending sheep before he tended people. And doesn’t the Bible liken us, His 

people to sheep. As Shepherd Moshe learned compassion, to be a servant of sorts 

to the sheep, and in Egypt, he learned how to be a king, and administrator to the 

people. Combining these two experiences he like Yeshua became a Shepard King, 

a Leader that led by acts of service. And we will later see in our studies as Yeshua 

willingly laid His life down for the “sheep” so Moshe was willing to do so as well. 

 

 
 John 10:11 “I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep.” 

(KJV) 

 

 

 Exodus 32:32 (This is Moshe speaking to G-d) “Yet now, if thou wilt forgive their sin--; 

and if not, blot me, I pray thee, out of thy book which thou hast written.” (KJV) 

 

 

Just as Yeshua was prophesied to be King of the Jews by the Wise Men, so was 

Moshe: 

And we recall a similar incident in Jewish lore happened with the infant Avraham. 

 

Jasher 70:1-6, 19-33 And in the third year from the birth of Moses, Pharaoh was sitting at 

a banquet, when Alparanith the queen was sitting at his right and Bathia at his left, and the 

lad Moses was lying upon her bosom, and Balaam the son of Beor with his two sons, and all 

the princes of the kingdom were sitting at table in the king's presence. And the lad 

stretched forth his hand upon the king's head, and took the crown from the king's head 

and placed it on his own head. And when the king and princes saw the work which the boy 

had done, the king and princes were terrified, and one man to his neighbor expressed 

astonishment. And the king said unto the princes who were before him at table, What 



speak you and what say you, O ye princes, in this matter, and what is to be the judgment 

against the boy on account of this act? And Balaam the son of Beor the magician answered 

before the king and princes, and he said, Remember now, O my lord and king, the dream 

which thou didst dream many days since, and that which thy servant interpreted unto thee. 

Now therefore this is a child from the Hebrew children, in whom is the spirit of God, and 

let not my lord the king imagine that this youngster did this thing without knowledge… If 

it please the king, let us now spill his blood upon the ground, lest he grow up and take away 

the government from thy hand, and the hope of Egypt perish after he shall have reigned. 

And Balaam said to the king, Let us moreover call for all the judges of Egypt and the wise 

men thereof, and let us know if the judgment of death is due to this boy as thou didst say, 

and then we will slay him. And Pharaoh sent and called for all the wise men of Egypt and 

they came before the king, and an angel of the Lord came amongst them, and he was like 

one of the wise men of Egypt. And the king said to the wise men, Surely you have heard 

what this Hebrew boy who is in the house has done, and thus has Balaam judged in the 

matter. Now judge you also and see what is due to the boy for the act he has committed. 

And the angel, who seemed like one of the wise men of Pharaoh, answered and said as 

follows, before all the wise men of Egypt and before the king and the princes: If it please 

the king let the king send for men who shall bring before him an onyx stone and a coal of 

fire, and place them before the child, and if the child shall stretch forth his hand and take 

the onyx stone, then shall we know that with wisdom has the youth done all that he has 

done, and we must slay him. But if he stretch forth his hand upon the coal, then shall we 

know that it was not with knowledge that he did this thing, and he shall live. And the thing 

seemed good in the eyes of the king and the princes, so the king did according to the word 

of the angel of the Lord. And the king ordered the onyx stone and coal to be brought and 

placed before Moses. And they placed the boy before them, and the lad endeavored to 

stretch forth his hand to the onyx stone, but the angel of the Lord took his hand and placed 

it upon the coal, and the coal became extinguished in his hand, and he lifted it up and put it 

into his mouth, and burned part of his lips and part of his tongue, and he became heavy in 

mouth and tongue. And when the king and princes saw this, they knew that Moses had not 

acted with wisdom in taking off the crown from the king's head. So the king and princes 

refrained from slaying the child, so Moses remained in Pharaoh's house, growing up, and 

the Lord was with him. And whilst the boy was in the king's house, he was robed in purple 

and he grew amongst the children of the king. And when Moses grew up in the king's 

house, Bathia the daughter of Pharaoh considered him as a son, and all the household of 

Pharaoh honored him, and all the men of Egypt were afraid of him. 

 

It is said by reason of the burning coal that he touched to his lips, this is why 

Moshe had a speech impediment and used this excuse when we find him trying to 

get out of delivering his people when he encountered G-d at the burning bush. 

 

Hebrews 11:24-26 “By faith Moses, when he was come to years, refused to be called the son 

of Pharaoh's daughter; Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to 



enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season; Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches 

than the treasures in Egypt: for he had respect unto the recompence of the reward. ” (KJV) 

 

Exodus 2:11-12 “And it came to pass in those days, when Moses was grown, that he went 

out unto his brethren, and looked on their burdens: and he spied an Egyptian smiting an 

Hebrew, one of his brethren. And he looked this way and that way, and when he saw that 

there was no man, he slew the Egyptian, and hid him in the sand.” (KJV) 

 

Now it is said that his accuser in the verses directly after is from the Hebrew who 

was being beat by the Egyptian whom Moshe killed. What gratitude huh?!  

 

 Exodus 2:13-14 “And when he went out the second day, behold, two men of the Hebrews 

strove together: and he said to him that did the wrong, Wherefore smitest thou thy fellow? 

And he said, Who made thee a prince and a judge over us? intendest thou to kill me, as 

thou killedst the Egyptian? And Moses feared, and said, Surely this thing is known.” (KJV) 

 

Here is Jasher’s commentary on the whole affair: 

 

Jasher 71:1-8 And when Moses was eighteen years old, he desired to see his father and 

mother and he went to them to Goshen, and when Moses had come near Goshen, he came 

to the place where the children of Israel were engaged in work, and he observed their 

burdens, and he saw an Egyptian smiting one of his Hebrew brethren. And when the man 

who was beaten saw Moses he ran to him for help, for the man Moses was greatly respected 

in the house of Pharaoh, and he said to him, My lord attend to me, this Egyptian came to 

my house in the night, bound me, and came to my wife in my presence, and now he seeks to 

take my life away. And when Moses heard this wicked thing, his anger was kindled against 

the Egyptian, and he turned this way and the other, and when he saw there was no man 

there he smote the Egyptian and hid him in the sand, and delivered the Hebrew from the 

hand of him that smote him. And the Hebrew went to his house, and Moses returned to his 

home, and went forth and came back to the king's house. And when the man had returned 

home, he thought of repudiating his wife, for it was not right in the house of Jacob, for any 

man to come to his wife after she had been defiled. And the woman went and told her 

brothers, and the woman's brothers sought to slay him, and he fled to his house and 

escaped. And on the second day Moses went forth to his brethren, and saw, and behold two 

men were quarreling, and he said to the wicked one, Why dost thou smite thy neighbor. 

And he answered him and said to him, Who has set thee for a prince and judge over us? 



dost thou think to slay me as thou didst slay the Egyptian? and Moses was afraid and he 

said, Surely the thing is known? 

 

Here is more commentary on the matter from various sources: 

 

And he slew the Egyptian (2:12) 

How did he slay him? Rabbi Abyatar said: With his fist. Others say that he took a clay 

shovel and cracked his skull. The Rabbis say that he pronounced G-d's name against him 

and thus slew him; thus [the Hebrew he saw fighting the next day] said to him, "Do you say 

to kill me?" --Midrash Rabbah  

 

Two men of the Hebrews fighting (2:13) 

These were Datan and Aviram (who were yet to cause much trouble for Moses - see Exodus 

16:20 and Numbers 16). –Rashi 

 

And he said to the wicked one: "Why would you smite your fellow?" (2:13) 

Said Resh Lakish: He who lifts his hand against his fellow, even if he did not smite him, is 

called wicked; as it is written: "And he said to the wicked one: Why would you smite your 

fellow?" It does not say, "Why did you smite," but, "Why would you smite," indicating 

that though he had not smitten him yet, he was termed a "wicked one." -- Talmud, 

Sanhedrin 58b 

 

And Moses feared, and said: "Indeed, the thing is known" (2:14) 

Moses was meditating in his heart: "In what have Israel sinned, that they should be 

enslaved more than all the nations?" When he heard their words, he said: "Tale-bearing is 

rife among them, and how can they be ripe for salvation?" Thus he proclaimed, "Indeed 

the thing is known"--now I know the cause of their bondage. --Midrash Rabbah; Rashi 

 

So we see Moshe flees to enter the “Yeshiva of Hard Knocks” by being a Shepherd 

in the Wilderness. Here he runs into a distant relative of Avraham; Yitro or Reuel 



the priest of Midian and he married his daughter Tzipporah. Perhaps he learned 

more about YHWH and Avraham from the years of stay and service with his 

Father-in-Law. 

But according to the Book of Jasher in Chapters 72- 76 speaks of Moshe getting 

more kingly experience by ruling over the people of Cush prior to his coming to 

Midian. 

After much time had passed and YHWH saw that Israel was ready for deliverance 

and that Moshe was prepared to do so He came to Him: 

 

Exodus 2:23-25 “And it came to pass in process of time, that the king of Egypt died: and 

the children of Israel sighed by reason of the bondage, and they cried, and their cry came 

up unto God by reason of the bondage. And God heard their groaning, and God 

remembered his covenant with Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob. And God looked 

upon the children of Israel, and God had respect unto them.” (KJV) 

 

Exodus 3:1 “Now Moses kept the flock of Jethro his father in law, the priest of Midian: and 

he led the flock to the backside of the desert, and came to the mountain of God, even to 

Horeb.”(KJV) 

 

And he came to the mountain of G-d, to Horeb (3:1) 

The mountain had five names: The Mountain of G-d, Mount Bashan, the Mountain of 

Peaks, Mount Horeb, and Mount Sinai. – Midrash Rabbah 

 

 Exodus 3:2 “And the angel of the LORD appeared unto him in a flame of fire out of the 

midst of a bush: and he looked, and, behold, the bush burned with fire, and the bush was 

not consumed.” (KJV)  

 

Angel of the L-RD is a Hebrew idiom concerning Yeshua appearing in the Tanak 

prior to his birth as Messiah in the Brit Chadashah. Remember Angel can also 

mean messenger, and if it was a literal angel, the name of the angel (Gavriel, 

Michael, etc.) would be revealed as in other passages of the Tanak. 



 

 Exodus 3:3-10 “And Moses said, I will now turn aside, and see this great sight, why the 

bush is not burnt. And when the LORD saw that he turned aside to see, God called unto 

him out of the midst of the bush, and said, Moses, Moses. And he said, Here am I. And he 

said, Draw not nigh hither: put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place whereon thou 

standest is holy ground. Moreover he said, I am the God of thy father, the God of 

Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. And Moses hid his face; for he was 

afraid to look upon God. And the LORD said, I have surely seen the affliction of my people 

which are in Egypt, and have heard their cry by reason of their taskmasters; for I know 

their sorrows; And I am come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians, and 

to bring them up out of that land unto a good land and a large, unto a land flowing with 

milk and honey; unto the place of the Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the Amorites, and 

the Perizzites, and the Hivites, and the Jebusites. Now therefore, behold, the cry of the 

children of Israel is come unto me: and I have also seen the oppression wherewith the 

Egyptians oppress them. Come now therefore, and I will send thee unto Pharaoh, that thou 

mayest bring forth my people the children of Israel out of Egypt.” (KJV) 

 

And G-d called to him out of the midst of the bush: "I am the G-d of your father" (3:4-6) 

G-d first called to Moses in the voice of Amram his father, so as no to startle him. At that 

moment Moses rejoiced, saying, "My father still lives." Said G-d: "I am not your father, 

but the G-d of your father." -- Midrash Tanchuma 

 

And Moses hid his face; for he was afraid to look upon G-d (3:6) 

Rabbi Joshua ben Korchah and Rabbi Hoshaia discussed this. The first said: Moses did not 

do well in hiding his face, for had he not done so, G-d would have revealed to him what is 

above and what is below, what has happened and what will happen. 

Rabbi Hoshaia the Elder said: Moses did well in hiding his face. Said G-d to him: Since you 

showed Me respect and hid your face when I would show Myself to you, I assure you that 

you will be near Me on the mountain for forty days and forty nights, in which you will not 

eat nor drink, but feast on the splendor of the Divine Presence. -- Midrash Rabbah 

 

And Moses said to G-d: "Who am I, that I should go to Pharaoh?" And He said: "This is your 

sign that I have sent you" (3:11-12) 

This itself--your humility--is the reason why I have chosen you. -- Avnei Azel 



 

 

G-d went by many names or titles, each one revealing an aspect or a particular trait 

of G-D. So why, “I Am That I Am / I Will Be What I Will Be.”? 

 

“According to Nachmanides, by telling Moses that His name is "I shall Be As I Shall Be," 

God sent a message to the Jewish people that the Exodus will not occur on the level of 

ELOHIM; the Exodus does not belong to the natural world. It would be directed by the 

manifestation of God known as YHVH, and its events would unfold on a plane of existence 

that is normally concealed by the surface workings of the natural world.” – Rabbi Nosen 

Weisz 

 

Exodus 4:10-12 “And Moses said unto the LORD, O my LORD, I am not eloquent, neither 

heretofore, nor since thou hast spoken unto thy servant: but I am slow of speech, and of a 

slow tongue. And the LORD said unto him, Who hath made man's mouth? or who maketh 

the dumb, or deaf, or the seeing, or the blind? have not I the LORD? Now therefore go, and 

I will be with thy mouth, and teach thee what thou shalt say.” (KJV) 

 

"I am slow of speech, and of a slow tongue" (4:10) 

When Moses was a child in the royal palace Pharaoh would take him on his lap to kiss and 

hug him, and Moses used to take the crown of Pharaoh and place it upon his own head. 

The magicians of Egypt sat there and said: "We fear that this is the one of whom we 

prophesy that he will take away the kingdom from you." Some of them counseled to slay 

him and others to burn him, but Jethro was present among them and he said to them: 

"This boy has no sense. However, test him by placing before him a gold vessel and a live 

coal; if he stretches forth his hand for the gold, then he has sense and you can slay him, but 

if he makes for the live coal, then he has no sense and there can be no sentence of death 

upon him." So they brought these things before him, and he was about to reach forth for 

the gold when the angel Gabriel came and thrust his hand aside so that it seized the coal; 

Moses thrust his hand with the live coal into his mouth, so that his tongue was burnt, with 

the result that he became slow of speech and of tongue. -- Midrash Rabbah 

 



Moses was afflicted with a speech impairment so that no one should think that his success 

in transmitting the Torah to the world was due to his oratory skills. Rather, it derived 

solely from the fact that "the divine presence spoke from his throat." -- Derashot HaRan 

 

And Moses said to G-d: "O my G-d, I am not a man of words, also not yesterday, also not the 

day before, also not since You are speaking to Your servant..." (4:10) 

For seven days G-d was persuading Moses at the bush to go in His mission. "Yesterday," 

"the day before" and "since You are speaking" are three days; three times "also" indicate 

another three days; thus Moses was standing on the seventh day when he said "O please, 

my G-d! Send by the hand of him whom you shall send!" -- Rashi 

 

 And we know the whole schpeal about how Moshe tried to decline to accept this 

calling and this mission, and we all know he eventually accepted, but not without a 

fight. G-d got made and ended up commanding him to go instead of offering him 

to volunteer to go. 

 

“It is clear that had Moshe accepted his position of leader willingly, he would have more 

success as a leader. This is why God desperately wanted Moshe to 'volunteer' for the job. 

This is why God spends a week trying to cajole Moshe to accept. After Moshe continues to 

refuse, God still knows that even a forced Moshe is the best man for the leadership of the 

Jewish People, so He commands him. At that point, Moshe, of course, accepts.” – Rabbi 

Boruch Leff 

 

Wow! And you though Moses was great as is, just think if he volunteered! 

Aharon his brother became his spokesman, along with special signs and wonders 

so the Children of Israel would believe YHWH sent him. And if you notice in the 

texts Aharon does speak for Moshe, but once Moshe opens his mouth, you can’t 

get him to shut up, and Aharon doesn’t say a whole lot after that. 

Now Moshe’s staff that we see him use to perform the miracles and wonders, and 

which is later used as the staff that blossomed and produced ripe almonds before 

the Ark of the Covenant was actually a piece of the Tree of life from the Garden of 

Eden. 



 

Jasher 77:38-51 And afterward Moses went into the garden of Reuel which was behind the 

house, and he there prayed to the Lord his God, who had done mighty wonders for him. 

And it was that whilst he prayed he looked opposite to him, and behold a sapphire stick 

was placed in the ground, which was planted in the midst of the garden. And he 

approached the stick and he looked, and behold the name of the Lord God of hosts was 

engraved thereon, written and developed upon the stick. And he read it and stretched forth 

his hand and he plucked it like a forest tree from the thicket, and the stick was in his hand. 

And this is the stick with which all the works of our God were performed, after he had 

created heaven and earth, and all the host of them, seas, rivers and all their fishes. And 

when God had driven Adam from the garden of Eden, he took the stick in his hand and 

went and tilled the ground from which he was taken. And the stick came down to Noah and 

was given to Shem and his descendants, until it came into the hand of Abraham the 

Hebrew. And when Abraham had given all he had to his son Isaac, he also gave to him this 

stick. And when Jacob had fled to Padan-aram, he took it into his hand, and when he 

returned to his father he had not left it behind him. Also when he went down to Egypt he 

took it into his hand and gave it to Joseph, one portion above his brethren, for Jacob had 

taken it by force from his brother Esau. And after the death of Joseph, the nobles of Egypt 

came into the house of Joseph, and the stick came into the hand of Reuel the Midianite, and 

when he went out of Egypt, he took it in his hand and planted it in his garden. And all the 

mighty men of the Kinites tried to pluck it when they endeavored to get Zipporah his 

daughter, but they were unsuccessful. So that stick remained planted in the garden of 

Reuel, until he came who had a right to it and took it. And when Reuel saw the stick in the 

hand of Moses, he wondered at it, and he gave him his daughter Zipporah for a wife. 

 

And you shall take this staff in your hand, with which you shall do the signs (4:17) 

This staff was created at twilight of the sixth day of creation and was given to Adam in the 

Garden of Eden. Adam gave it to Enoch, Enoch to Noah, Noah to Abraham, Abraham to 

Isaac and Isaac to Jacob. Jacob brought it with him to Egypt and gave it to Joseph. When 

Joseph died his house was despoiled and the staff ended up in Pharaoh's palace. Jethro, 

who was one of Pharaoh's soothsayers, saw the staff with the mysterious markings on it 

and coveted it; he took it and planted it in the garden of his home, and no man was able to 

come close to it. 

When Moses came to Jethro's house, he entered the garden and saw the staff and read the 

markings on it; he reached out his hand and plucked it from the ground. When Jethro saw 

this, he proclaimed, "This man shall redeem the people of Israel from Egypt," and gave 

him his daughter Zipporah as a wife. -- Pirkei d'Rabbi Eliezer, ch. 40 

 

Kind of like the sword in the stone scenario. 



The following is one of the most baffling passages in the Tanak. In it we question 

what really went on, what was it really all about and what could have it been to 

make G-d want to “kill” Moses over?! 

Let us explore this text and see if we can’t get to the bottom of it. 

Exodus 4:19-26 (KJV) And the LORD said unto Moses in Midian, Go, return into Egypt: 

for all the men are dead which sought thy life. And Moses took his wife and his sons, and 

set them upon an ass, and he returned to the land of Egypt: and Moses took the rod of God 

in his hand. And the LORD said unto Moses, When thou goest to return into Egypt, see 

that thou do all those wonders before Pharaoh, which I have put in thine hand: but I will 

harden his heart, that he shall not let the people go. And thou shalt say unto Pharaoh, Thus 

saith the LORD, Israel is my son, even my firstborn: And I say unto thee, Let my son go, 

that he may serve me: and if thou refuse to let him go, behold, I will slay thy son, even thy 

firstborn. And it came to pass by the way in the inn, that the LORD met him, and sought to 

kill him. Then Zipporah took a sharp stone, and cut off the foreskin of her son, and cast it 

at his feet, and said, Surely a bloody husband art thou to me. So he let him go: then she 

said, A bloody husband thou art, because of the circumcision.  

Before one makes guesses and conjectures we should first seek out Extra-Biblical 

text upon the matter to see if that can clarify matters some.   

Jasher 78:9 And Zipporah conceived and bare a son and he called his name Gershom, for 

he said, I was a stranger in a foreign land; but he circumcised not his foreskin, at the 

command of Reuel his father-in-law. 

The implications of Jasher hint that Moses would rather obey Jethro/Reuel his 

Father-in-Law and Priest of Midian on a religious matter rather than a domestic 

type matter. In other words Jethro/Reuel was listening to the Priest part of 

Jethro/Reuel and not the Father-in-Law part, and in doing so may have by default 

silently backed up the concept that some pagans had of their priests and leaders, 

that they were somehow part deity. We can reason by the use of the name Reuel in 

the text that Moses was listen to the preist and not the father. Jethro means 

“excellence” implying a Father’s advice is to be heeded, trusted and obeyed. Reuel 

on the other hand means Friend of El; El can be a generic name for any deity, it 

simply means god. Please note that this was before Jethro’s/Reuel’s conversion 

(Exodus 18:7-12). So By this passage it seems Moses’ faux pa in which G-d was 

angry enough to kill Moses was two fold: 

1. He obeyed man rather than G-d on a matter 

2. By doing so he silently affirmed the possible quasi-divine status 

Jethro/Reuel as a Midian Priest had. 



By Moses deferring to Reuel, Priest of Midians advice, he was butting another 

deity before YHWH. 

Next let us explore Rabbinical texts to see if we can come up with an answer. The 

Stone’s Tanak, quoting the Rabbinical commentators Rashi and Ran says this: 

“As Moses set out for Egypt with his family, he faced a dilemma. Should he perform the 

circumcision and then take the child with him? – but the infant would be in danger for the 

first three days after the circumcision! Should he perform the circumcision and delay the 

trip for three days? – but God had commanded him to go! He decided to travel 

immediately [since the baby was already born when God commanded him to go]. 

Nevertheless, he was held culpable because, when they arrived at a inn, he began making 

arrangements for his lodging instead of performing the circumcision without delay (Rashi 

from Nedarim 31b-32a). Even though he would have resume his trip to Egypt after the 

circumcision, the inn was close enough to Egypt that the short trip would not endanger the 

child’s health (Ran, ibid).” 

So by this we could argue that Moses compounded the problem in the eyes of 

YHWH by failing to put priorities in proper perspective. The command of 

circumcision preceded the command to go to Egypt. 

Also only one of Moses' sons is mentioned here – not having been circumcised, we 

can assume the other was! Perhaps after Moses’ first son was born (Gershom: 

Soujourner) he, according to Hebraic tradition circumcised him and Reuel and 

Zipporah showed their disapproval and decided if another son was born that he 

would not be circumcised (Eliezer: G-d is helper). This would fit nicely with the 

Jasher passage and Zipporah’s reaction when she had to take a flint knife and 

circumcise her son on the fly because he husband was dying before her eyes.  

Exodus 18:3-4 And her two sons; of which the name of the one was Gershom; for he said, I 

have been an alien in a strange land: And the name of the other was Eliezer; for the God of 

my father, said he, was mine help, and delivered me from the sword of Pharaoh:  

 

The names of Moses’ sons reveals the peace of obedience to G-d while finding a 

home in a new land and the second name reveals G-d’s help after obedience if 

followed through.  

I believe that Moses did circumcise his firstborn according to the command of G-d, 

and Zipporah (not being an Israelite/Hebrew) – was appalled at the “bloody” act? 

As a result Zipporah gave Moses such a hard time over it that he didn't want to go 

through it again with his second son? If this is the way it went down G-d knew 



about the situation and was long suffering in waiting on Moses' to repent. Moses 

on the other hand may have hoped G-d would shut His eyes and turn the other way 

to the situation and not even bring the matter up.  

The question still remains, was this worth killing Moses over?  

" And ye shall circumcise the flesh of your foreskin; and it shall be a token of the covenant 

betwixt me and you. And he that is eight days old shall be circumcised among you, every 

man child in your generations, he that is born in the house, or bought with money of any 

stranger, which is not of thy seed. He that is born in thy house, and he that is bought with 

thy money, must needs be circumcised: and my covenant shall be in your flesh for an 

everlasting covenant. And the uncircumcised man child whose flesh of his foreskin is not 

circumcised, that soul shall be cut off from his people; he hath broken my covenant. " 

(Genesis 17:11-14) 

Moses was head of his household, but G-d had also picked him to be head of the 

whole nation of Israel. Such a leader must do as G-d commands and not give into 

pressure of other religious leaders or family members. Moses was now going to 

make a decision; circumcise the boy or die! The question of how G-d manifested 

Himself to kill Moses? Was it in the form of a plague or in the form of the Angel 

of the LORD as had been done so many times before in Scripture? We do not 

know, but it is clear that the tangibles of someone or something compelled 

Zipporah to act fast, as if she could see Moses slipping away or was in immediate 

danger. Something made her quick to circumcise the boy before she looses her 

husband and then possibly next her son!  

"So he [God] let him go: then she said, A bloody husband thou art, because of the 

circumcision." (Exodus 4:26) 

I do not think she was angry by this, but in awe of it all by the power of Moses’ G-

d and how He manifested Himself. 

Why was circumcision worth killing Moses over? Because Moses would have been 

in breech of contract between his people and the Divine and by willingly and 

knowingly not circumcising his son he was in essence rejecting the covenant made 

between YHWH and the Hebrew people and the covenant specifically says such a 

person is to be cut off from his people. 

" And ye shall circumcise the flesh of your foreskin; and it shall be a token of the covenant 

betwixt me and you. And he that is eight days old shall be circumcised among you, every 

man child in your generations, he that is born in the house, or bought with money of any 

stranger, which is not of thy seed. He that is born in thy house, and he that is bought with 

thy money, must needs be circumcised: and my covenant shall be in your flesh for an 



everlasting covenant. And the uncircumcised man child whose flesh of his foreskin is not 

circumcised, that soul shall be cut off from his people; he hath broken my covenant. " 

(Genesis 17:11-14) 

Also, how could Moses rightly go to his people in Egypt and preach to them to 

obey the covenant between them and G-d when he himself neglected the ritual of 

how the pact was sealed; circumcision!? 

Exodus 4:25-26 Then Zipporah took a sharp stone, and cut off the foreskin of her son, and 

cast it at his feet, and said, Surely a bloody husband art thou to me. So he let him go: then 

she said, A bloody husband thou art, because of the circumcision.  

Most believe that Zipporah took the foreskin of the circumcised boy and threw it 

at, and made it touch the feet of Moses along with mouthing her disgust while 

doing it. But I believe the Hebrew wording says otherwise.  

It should be noted that according to the Hebrew text Zipporah referred to Moses as 

being to her, not a bloody husband but as a bridegroom of blood; this implies a 

new beginning in their relationship based upon the realization that Moses' G-d, the 

G-d of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, was the one true G-d. The LORD 'let him alone' 

as a direct result of Zipporah's actions and she gives glory to God by declaring [to 

Moses] "You are a bridegroom of blood, because of the circumcision." The 

Hebrew Bible ascribes the whole quote to Zipporah thus showing that she 

understood the significance of circumcision as the token of the Abrahamic 

covenant and its promises in Genesis 17:7-14. In other words, she converts and 

accepts the G-d of Abraham as Moses and his people understood Him rather than 

the Midian version of G-d along with the other sub-deities they worshipped.  

 

 Exodus 4:28 “And Moses told Aaron all the words of the LORD who had sent him, and all 

the signs which he had commanded him.” (KJV) 

 

The letters (which held the secret of the redemption) were given over only to Abraham; 

Abraham gave them over to Isaac, Isaac gave them to Jacob, and Jacob to Joseph. Joseph 

transmitted them to his brothers, while Asher the son of Jacob handed them down the 

secret to his daughter Serach. 

When Moses and Aaron came and performed the miraculous signs before the elders of 

Israel, the elders went to Serach and said to her: "A man has come and performed such 

and such signs." 



Said she to them: "These signs don't mean anything." 

Said they to her: "But he said, pakod pakadati ('I have surely remembered')." 

Said she to them: "This is the man who will redeem the people of Israel from Egypt." -- 

Pirkei d'Rabbi Eliezer, ch. 40 

 

And by this we are reminded that Yeshua the Messiah too was a performer of 

miracles through the hand of G-d. 

 

 Exodus 4:29-31 “And Moses and Aaron went and gathered together all the elders of the 

children of Israel: And Aaron spake all the words which the LORD had spoken unto 

Moses, and did the signs in the sight of the people. And the people believed: and when they 

heard that the LORD had visited the children of Israel, and that he had looked upon their 

affliction, then they bowed their heads and worshipped.” (KJV) 

 

Pharaoh brings this Hebrew God into question: 

 

Exd 5:2 And Pharaoh said, Who [is] the LORD, that I should obey his voice to let Israel 

go? I know not the LORD, neither will I let Israel go. 

 

The Sages in Midrash Tanchuma, (Va'eira 5) interpret this passage: 

Pharaoh had a book, which described the gods of all the seventy nations, and the name 

YHVH did not appear in his book. He told Moses that no one had ever heard of this Divine 

manifestation and he did not believe that it existed. Therefore he dismissed Moses and his 

mission on the grounds of irrelevance. 

 

In Exodus Chapter 5 We see the Children of Israel’s labors and hardships are 

increased on account of Moshe and Aharon’s visit to the Hebrews. The Elders of 

Israel bawled Moshe out for this and Moshe in turn questioned YHWH. Now 

according to Legends of the Bible, Moshe and Aharon appeared before Pharaoh on 



his birthday when rulers from all over the world were present. Talk about your 

ultimate party crashers! So the reason Pharaoh made such a harsh decree against 

Israel to increase their quota of bricks and for them to find their own straw was an 

effort on Pharaoh’s part to save face in front of the whole world. Needless to say 

this didn’t set well with the Children of Israel. 

 

Exodus 5:21-23 “And they said unto them, The LORD look upon you, and judge; because 

ye have made our savour to be abhorred in the eyes of Pharaoh, and in the eyes of his 

servants, to put a sword in their hand to slay us. And Moses returned unto the LORD, and 

said, LORD, wherefore hast thou so evil entreated this people? why is it that thou hast sent 

me? For since I came to Pharaoh to speak in thy name, he hath done evil to this people; 

neither hast thou delivered thy people at all.” (KJV) 

 

 This was all in G-d’s plan to set up Pharaoh for a big fall. 

You see, this is why sometimes when we ask G-d for help and deliverance our 

situation actually gets worse. So next time look at it as a sign that G-d heard your 

plea and is even now working behind the scenes to deliver you, and to cause a huge 

fall for your enemies. 

Exodus 6:1 “Then the LORD said unto Moses, Now shalt thou see what I will do to 

Pharaoh: for with a strong hand shall he let them go, and with a strong hand shall he drive 

them out of his land.” (KJV) 

And so ends our Torah Portion for this week. Shabbat Shalom and Shavuah Tov, 

-- Rabbi Yehudah 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



RaYBaSH’s Haftarah Hashings 

Parashah # 13: Shemot “Names” 

Isa. 29:22-24 

By: Rabbi Yehudah ben Shomeyr 

 
Ex. 2:11-15 And it came to pass in those days, when Moses was grown, that he went out 

unto his brethren, and looked on their burdens: and he spied an Egyptian smiting an 

Hebrew, one of his brethren. And he looked this way and that way, and when he saw that 

there was no man, he slew the Egyptian, and hid him in the sand. And when he went out 

the second day, behold, two men of the Hebrews strove together: and he said to him that 

did the wrong, Wherefore smitest thou thy fellow? And he said, Who made thee a prince 

and a judge over us? intendest thou to kill me, as thou killedst the Egyptian? And Moses 

feared, and said, Surely this thing is known. Now when Pharaoh heard this thing, he sought 

to slay Moses. But Moses fled from the face of Pharaoh, and dwelt in the land of Midian: 

and he sat down by a well.  

 

Isa. 29:22-24 Therefore thus saith the LORD, who redeemed Abraham, concerning the 

house of Jacob, Jacob shall not now be ashamed, neither shall his face now wax pale. But 

when he seeth his children, the work of mine hands, in the midst of him, they shall sanctify 

my name, and sanctify the Holy One of Jacob, and shall fear the God of Israel. They also 

that erred in spirit shall come to understanding, and they that murmured shall learn 

doctrine. 

 

 

Sometimes we can do all the wrong things for all the right reasons. 

 

Moshe wanted as a zealous youth to free his people from Egyptian bondage when 

all he did was gain himself years in exile, which postponed his coupe, his 

revolution.   

 
Ecc. 3:1-8 To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven: 

A time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up that which is 

planted; A time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to break down, and a time to build up; A 

time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance; A time to cast 

away stones, and a time to gather stones together; a time to embrace, and a time to refrain 

from embracing; A time to get, and a time to lose; a time to keep, and a time to cast away; 

A time to rend, and a time to sew; a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; A time to 

love, and a time to hate; a time of war, and a time of peace.  

 

Sometimes our plans and timing tend to get ahead of G-d because we see these 

wrongs that are NOW and fail to see the bigger dynamic that this injustice will lead 

to if we are patient and let it ripen.  



 

When you feel that fire in your bones to act upon something, remember what 

uncontrolled fire can do. Hem it in and control the burn like stone around a camp 

fire and diligently inquire G-d and His Torah how you are to proceed. 

 

Shabbat Shalom and Shavuah Tov! 

-- Rabbi Yehudah 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



RaYBaSH’s Brit Chadashah Connections 

Parashah # 13: Shemot “Names” Exodus 1:1-6:1 

Acts 7:17-39, I Cor. 1:27-29, Hebrews 11: 23-26 

By: Rabbi Yehudah ben Shomeyr  
 

 Acts 7:17-39 But when the time of the promise drew nigh, which God had sworn to 

Abraham, the people grew and multiplied in Egypt, Till another king arose, which knew 

not Joseph. The same dealt subtilly with our kindred, and evil entreated our fathers, so 

that they cast out their young children, to the end they might not live. In which time Moses 

was born, and was exceeding fair, and nourished up in his father's house three months: 

And when he was cast out, Pharaoh's daughter took him up, and nourished him for her 

own son. And Moses was learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, and was mighty in 

words and in deeds. And when he was full forty years old, it came into his heart to visit his 

brethren the children of Israel. And seeing one of them suffer wrong, he defended him, and 

avenged him that was oppressed, and smote the Egyptian: For he supposed his brethren 

would have understood how that God by his hand would deliver them: but they understood 

not. And the next day he shewed himself unto them as they strove, and would have set them 

at one again, saying, Sirs, ye are brethren; why do ye wrong one to another? But he that 

did his neighbour wrong thrust him away, saying, Who made thee a ruler and a judge over 

us? Wilt thou kill me, as thou diddest the Egyptian yesterday? Then fled Moses at this 

saying, and was a stranger in the land of Madian, where he begat two sons. And when forty 

years were expired, there appeared to him in the wilderness of mount Sina an angel of the 

Lord in a flame of fire in a bush. When Moses saw it, he wondered at the sight: and as he 

drew near to behold it, the voice of the LORD came unto him, Saying, I am the God of thy 

fathers, the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. Then Moses 

trembled, and durst not behold. Then said the Lord to him, Put off thy shoes from thy feet: 

for the place where thou standest is holy ground. I have seen, I have seen the affliction of 

my people which is in Egypt, and I have heard their groaning, and am come down to 

deliver them. And now come, I will send thee into Egypt. This Moses whom they refused, 

saying, Who made thee a ruler and a judge? the same did God send to be a ruler and a 

deliverer by the hand of the angel which appeared to him in the bush. He brought them 

out, after that he had shewed wonders and signs in the land of Egypt, and in the Red sea, 

and in the wilderness forty years. This is that Moses, which said unto the children of Israel, 

A prophet shall the Lord your God raise up unto you of your brethren, like unto me; him 

shall ye hear. This is he, that was in the church in the wilderness with the angel which 

spake to him in the mount Sina, and with our fathers: who received the lively oracles to 

give unto us: To whom our fathers would not obey, but thrust him from them, and in their 

hearts turned back again into Egypt,  

 

The Brit Chadashah Portion this week seems to sum up the entire Torah Portion 

this week. We find this summary is being preached by Stephen to his executioners 

prior to his stoning to likening Yeshua the Messiah to Moshe. Just as the Children 



of Israel didn’t listen to Moshe and ended up blazing the trail of their own religion 

and forging a golden calf and calling it Elohim, the Elohim of Israel, the Jews of 

Stephens day have forsaken the deeper matters of the Torah to promote their own 

man made traditions and raising them to level and Divine status of Torah itself.  

 

 I Corinthians 1:27-29 But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the 

wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are 

mighty; And base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, 

and things which are not, to bring to nought things that are: That no flesh should glory in 

his presence.  

 

Moshe was not confident in His ability to communicate to leaders and to the 

masses. Our inadequacies are exactly what YHWH is looking for, He is looking for 

our weaknesses and inabilities and our handicaps so when we deliver a message on 

G-d’s behalf there will be no doubt it came from Him and not from our flesh. Our 

faults are G-d’s perquisites for Him to be able to work through us for his Will and 

Glory. Our faults keep us humble and allow G-d to prove His presence through out 

inabilities. 

 

Hebrews 11:23-26 By faith Moses, when he was born, was hid three months of his parents, 

because they saw he was a proper child; and they were not afraid of the king's 

commandment. By faith Moses, when he was come to years, refused to be called the son of 

Pharaoh's daughter; Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to 

enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season; Esteeming the reproach of Christ (Messiah) greater 

riches than the treasures in Egypt: for he had respect unto the recompense of the reward.  

 

Moshe from the start knew he was a Hebrew because His own mother Yochoved 

was his wet nurse and taught and raised him till he was weaned. He knew he was 

destined for something other than the throne of Egypt. And he, at sometime 

somehow came to the conclusion according to this passage that he was somehow to 

assist in bringing about the future Messiah of Israel. And thus we too are all 

involved in bringing the Messiah who has already come to the masses and more 

than likely this will occur at times as a result of our suffering for His sake, just as it 

was with Moshe. 

 



Shabbat Shalom and Shavuah Tov! 

 

-- Rabbi Yehudah 
 


