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Summary: 

 

This Torah Portion we deal with Moses and Aaron confronting the people and 

Pharaoh regarding Israel’s deliverance. We also start examining the plagues that 

were sent prior to Pharaoh letting Israel go 

Just as I believe G-d will work through people and modern medicine before He 

will perform a flat out unexplainable miracle to heal, I believe YHWH uses natural 

phenomenon when possible in a miraculously controlled and focused way to bring 

about His will or to display His control and power over the elements which He 

created. When no natural resources are available to bring about His will, I believe 

YHWH will use unexplainable unorthodox means to accomplish His will. 

Along with making comparisons between Moshe and Yeshua, I will also in the 

next few Parashot be dealing with the Exodus, and I will be focusing on several 

things; The gods in which the plagues defeated, and the science behind the plagues 

and the possible connection the plagues have to the book of Revelation. 

 

Commentary: 

 

Exodus 6:2-8 “And God spake unto Moses, and said unto him, I am the LORD: And I 

appeared unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, by the name of God Almighty, but by 

my name JEHOVAH (YHWH) was I not known to them. And I have also established my 

covenant with them, to give them the land of Canaan, the land of their pilgrimage, wherein 

they were strangers. And I have also heard the groaning of the children of Israel, whom the 

Egyptians keep in bondage; and I have remembered my covenant. Wherefore say unto the 

children of Israel, I am the LORD, and I will bring you out from under the burdens of the 

Egyptians, and I will rid you out of their bondage, and I will redeem you with a stretched 

out arm, and with great judgments: And I will take you to me for a people, and I will be to 

you a God: and ye shall know that I am the LORD your God, which bringeth you out from 

under the burdens of the Egyptians. And I will bring you in unto the land, concerning the 



which I did swear to give it to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob; and I will give it you for an 

heritage: I am the LORD.” (KJV)  

 

When you take an apple to early from the tree it is too hard, to sour, to bitter, and it 

will give you a stomach ache. It is not fully consumed and no benefit is derived 

from it, and you just throw it away in disgust. 

 

You wait to long and you find an apple on the ground it is soft, bruised, mushy, 

and brown. It tastes spoiled and it makes you sick. It is not fully consumed and no 

benefit is derived from it. It is thrown away in disgust. 

 

But if you pick an apple when it is just right, firm, full bodied, warmly red, you 

taste it and your taste buds go into ecstasy as your mouth waters. It is a natural 

high. It is fully consumed with delight and it is used as energy to perform the work 

of YHWH. And sometimes you can pick an apple slightly before it is ripe so it will 

not fully ripen and fall to the ground and be ruined. But sometimes you can pick it 

before it is fully ripe and let it sit on the window seal and allow it to ripen on it’s 

own for a few days. 

 

I have heard it said that G-d is never late, sometimes early, but always on time. 

This is just like Israel. The “apple” of His eye (Lam. 2:18, Zec. 2:8) He picked 

them at just the right time. They had to ripen and mature fully. To G-d it’s no time, 

to us it’s 400 years! G-d picked Israel out of Egypt at 400 years, just slightly before 

they were fully ripe, and He set time on the window seal of the wilderness for 40 

years to allow them to fully ripen to lead them into the Promised Land. 

 

YHWH’s time is not our time, He knows how much time we need to come into 

fullness, we think we know, and think G-d is late, or has forgotten us. But the 

Scriptures say (II Pet. 3:9) that G-d is not slack concerning His promises. 

 

He delivers us too early we are still green and will never mature. He won’t come 

after we have fallen to die rotting, waiting on Him.  He comes right when we think 

we can’t take any more, right when we think our stem will give way and we fall 

from the weight, pressure and gravity of things. 

 

G-d has perfect timing, and He waits till we can experience and appreciate the full 

benefit of… 

 



Exodus 6:6-7 “Wherefore say unto the children of Israel, I am the LORD, and I will bring 

you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and I will rid you out of their bondage, 

and I will redeem you with a stretched out arm, and with great judgments: And I will take 

you to me for a people, and I will be to you a God: and ye shall know that I am the LORD 

your God, which bringeth you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians.” (KJV) 

 

1. Bringing us out – Physically and Spiritually from Mitzrayim (Egypt). 

2. Saving us – Physically and Spiritually from Mitzrayim’s power and influence. 

3. Redeeming us – Eliminating any possibility of future enslavement. 

4. Making us His, and Him ours – We become His Bride and He becomes our 

Husband. 

 

Exodus 6:6 “Wherefore say unto the children of Israel, I am the LORD, and I will bring 

you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and I will rid you out of their bondage, 

and I will redeem you with a stretched out arm, and with great judgments:” (KJV) 

 

He will do it with great pomp and circumstance, in such away that they’ll be no 

mistake how it came about, when and by Who! G-d will establish His Name, hence 

his reputation. 

 

Like the Fonz (a Jew by the way ;-). Girls were at his beckon call; He could turn on 

the Juke Box on with a hit of the fist. No one dared question him. He was the 

essence of cool. Everybody knew the Fonz, everybody respected the Fonz. He had 

a great name and a great reputation around town. 

 

Exodus 7:4-5 “But Pharaoh shall not hearken unto you, that I may lay my hand upon 

Egypt, and bring forth mine armies, and my people the children of Israel, out of the land of 

Egypt by great judgments. And the Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD, when I 

stretch forth mine hand upon Egypt, and bring out the children of Israel from among 

them.” (KJV) 

 

Exodus 7:1-2  “And the LORD said unto Moses, See, I have made thee a god to Pharaoh: 

and Aaron thy brother shall be thy prophet. Thou shalt speak all that I command thee: and 

Aaron thy brother shall speak unto Pharaoh, that he send the children of Israel out of his 

land.” (KJV) 



 

This is a picture and foreshadowing of G-d and Messiah. Moshe like G-d, Aharon 

like Yeshua. Just like Yeshua who said and did what his father did. 

 

John 12:49-50 “For I have not spoken of myself; but the Father which sent me, he gave me 

a commandment, what I should say, and what I should speak. And I know that his 

commandment is life everlasting: whatsoever I speak therefore, even as the Father said 

unto me, so I speak.” (KJV) 

 

John 5:30-31 “I can of mine own self do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and my judgment is 

just; because I seek not mine own will, but the will of the Father which hath sent me. If I 

bear witness of myself, my witness is not true.” (KJV) 

 

John 8:18 “I am one that bear witness of myself, and the Father that sent me beareth 

witness of me.” (KJV) 

 

And so like wise Aharon to Moshe. Moshe told Aharon to perform the miracles, 

and G-d told Yeshua to perform the miracles.  

And on another level Moshe is like the Messiah in that Yeshu, like Moshe was sent 

by G-d and came to bring out, save, redeem and make us His. 

Moshe gave us the Torah, Yeshua renewed that and gave the Torah to us a fresh.  

 

Matt. 5:17-20 “Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come 

to destroy, but to fulfil. For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one 

tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled. Whosoever therefore shall break 

one of these least commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in the 

kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do and teach them, the same shall be called great 

in the kingdom of heaven. For I say unto you, That except your righteousness shall exceed 

the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of 

heaven.” (KJV) 

 



Exodus 7:8-12 “And the LORD spake unto Moses and unto Aaron, saying, When Pharaoh 

shall speak unto you, saying, Shew a miracle for you: then thou shalt say unto Aaron, Take 

thy rod, and cast it before Pharaoh, and it shall become a serpent. And Moses and Aaron 

went in unto Pharaoh, and they did so as the LORD had commanded: and Aaron cast 

down his rod before Pharaoh, and before his servants, and it became a serpent. Then 

Pharaoh also called the wise men and the sorcerers: now the magicians of Egypt, they also 

did in like manner with their enchantments. For they cast down every man his rod, and 

they became serpents: but Aaron's rod swallowed up their rods.” (KJV) 

 

But the real miracle was it was a rod when the snakes of the sorcerers were 

swallowed up.  

 

Exodus 7:12 “For they cast down every man his rod, and they became serpents: but 

Aaron's rod swallowed up their rods.” (KJV) 

 

The Book of Jasher backs up this thought: 

 

Jasher 79:35-42 Now therefore give a wonder or sign in this matter, and then the words 

which you speak will be believed. And Aaron hastened and threw the rod out of his hand 

before Pharaoh and before his servants, and the rod turned into a serpent. And the 

sorcerers saw this and they cast each man his rod upon the ground and they became 

serpents. And the serpent of Aaron's rod lifted up its head and opened its mouth to swallow 

the rods of the magicians. And Balaam the magician answered and said, This thing has 

been from the days of old, that a serpent should swallow its fellow, and that living things 

devour each other. Now therefore restore it to a rod as it was at first, and we will also 

restore our rods as they were at first, and if thy rod shall swallow our rods, then shall we 

know that the spirit of God is in thee, and if not, thou art only an artificer like unto 

ourselves. And Aaron hastened and stretched forth his hand and caught hold of the 

serpent's tail and it became a rod in his hand, and the sorcerers did the like with their rods, 

and they got hold, each man of the tail of his serpent, and they became rods as at first. And 

when they were restored to rods, the rod of Aaron swallowed up their rods. 

 

G-d said: “If Aharon’s serpent will swallow up the serpents of the Egyptians there will be 

nothing remarkable in that, for serpents usually swallows each other. Therefore let it 

resume its original form (a rod) and swallow up their serpents.” – Midrash Rabbah  



 

Exodus 7:13 “And he hardened Pharaoh's heart, that he hearkened not unto them; as the 

LORD had said.” (KJV) 

 

In countless passages in this Parashah we see Pharaoh is unmoved or shaken by the 

hand of YHWH. Until they are personally effected by it. 

Just like Lazarus and the Rich man (Luke 16) Avraham said that even if a man 

rises from the dead  they would not believe it (Luke 16:30). And one did… 

YESHUA, and still like Pharaoh, people hearts are unmoved or shaken by it. 

Now it is said by the Rabbi’s and Sages of blessed memory (Peace be upon them) 

that each of the 10 plagues begat 10 other plagues or sub-plagues, “Plagues with in 

plagues” if you will. = 50 plagues (see a Passover Haggadah). 

 

The First Plague: Blood (Dam) 

 

“And G-d spoke to Moses, Say to Aaron, Take your rod, and stretch out your hand upon the 

waters of Egypt (7:19) 

The first three plagues -- blood, frogs and lice -- were brought on by Aaron. For G-d said to 

Moses: the waters which protected you when you were cast into the River, and the soil 

which protected you when you buried the Egyptian -- it is not fitting that they should be 

afflicted by your hand. Therefore, I shall afflict them through Aaron.” -- Mishnat Rabbi 

Eliezer 

 

 Exodus 7:20-21 “And Moses and Aaron did so, as the LORD commanded; and he lifted up 

the rod, and smote the waters that were in the river, in the sight of Pharaoh, and in the 

sight of his servants; and all the waters that were in the river were turned to blood. And the 

fish that was in the river died; and the river stank, and the Egyptians could not drink of the 

water of the river; and there was blood throughout all the land of Egypt.” (KJV) 

 



The first plague dealt a blow to Egypt’s water supply, and everyone knows where 

there’s water there’s life. Early ancient communities built their cities near water 

supplies and on river banks. Water made of broke a community; it was in essence 

their life’s blood. And when you are talking about warfare a common first move in 

besieging a city is to cut off the water and food supply. 

The Plague of Blood was an attack on the Egyptian gods: 

 Osiris, chief god, god of the Nile. 

 Isis, wife of Osiris, mother god. 

 Horus, child of Osiris. 

 Hapi hippopotamus goddess of the river. 

 Tauret hippopotamus goddess of the river. 

 Nu, god of life in the Nile 

These gods were offered sacrifices for centuries. As a result of the plague people 

could not drink the water and the land stunk as a result of all the fish that died on 

account of the bloody water. 

 

“If an Egyptian and an Israelite were in one house where there was a barrel full of water, 

and the Egyptian went to fill a pitcher, he would discover that it contained blood; but the 

Israelite would drink water from the same barrel. If the Egyptian said to him: "Draw me 

some water with your own hand," and the Israelite gave it to him, it became blood. Even if 

he said to him, "Let us both drink from one vessel," the Israelite would drink water but the 

Egyptian would drink blood. Only when he had bought the water from the Israelite for 

money was the Egyptian able to drink water, and in this way the Israelites became rich.” -- 

Midrash Rabbah 

 

The Egyptian priests were able to duplicate this plague which caused Pharaoh to be 

unimpressed by this and caused Pharaoh to become hard hearted. After all, he was 

a demigod; he was half god half human, a relative of the gods and worshipped by 

the Egyptians as a god. So he had some face to save. He figured he could win if he 

just held out longer than Moshe and Aharon. 

Now we know that Satan and the Satanic arts can only mimic and duplicate, it 

itself cannot create. We know that blood is called life in the Torah, so how did the 

Egyptian’s duplicate this plague. After all they duplicated this and the plague of 

frogs, but when it came to creating lice out of dust they could not do it, for it was a 



creating of something non-living (dust) to living (lice), and hence the Egyptians 

could only duplicate, but not create. 

In Colin J. Humphreys book, “The Miracles of Exodus”, he goes into the possible 

scientific explanation about what this plague of blood was. We know that the 

ancient often used metaphors and analogies to describe what was to them 

indescribable, strange and new, so we cannot always take the word for word text 

literally. The Bible often talks about the moon turning to blood, but we know the 

Bible is describing the color and not that the moon will literally turn into blood. No 

different here with the water turning to blood. 

 

“This was not the first time the water of the Nile had “turned into blood.” An ancient 

Egyptian text, The Admonitions of Ipuwer, states, “Lo, the Nile overflows yet none plough 

for it…. Lo, the river is blood. As one drinks of it one shrinks from the people and thirst for 

water.” The date of this Egyptian text is uncertain, with some Egyptologist dating it around 

1600 B.C, but almost certainly it was written well before the time of the Exodus…” 

“I believe that the recent research on harmful algae provides the answer. Harmful red tides 

are due to toxic red algae called dinoflagellates. Dinoflagellates (also known as “whirling 

whips”) are minute single-celled organisms having two whiplike flagella by which they 

move. Various kinds of toxic dinoflagellates produce powerful neurotoxins that can kill fish 

and other animals. The algae that bloom and contain toxins are called by scientist “harmful 

algal blooms.” We still do not know a lot about them, but we do know that three factors are 

required to make algae bloom and produce toxins: long hours of daylight, warm 

temperatures, and water that is rich in nutrients.” 

 

He also noted in defense that the plague of blood was a form of algae that the 

Egyptians in Exodus 7:24 dug around the Nile to get their drinking water. The 

algae would not have affected ground water. 

Something very similar happened in April of 1998 in Hong Kong. This algae 

whipped out 150,000 ton of fish, half of Hong Kong’s fish stock in just four weeks 

time! 

And I believe that Egypt at this time depicts the environment for such an event to 

occur. 

Jasher even lends evidence that it was algae and not blood because of Jasher 80:5 

“And when a woman kneaded her dough and cooked her victuals, their appearance 



was turned to that of blood.” Blood would have turned brown when cooked, not 

stay red as a dye in the bread. 

Some may believe that these explanations take away from the Divine miraculous 

way G-d brought about the plagues and the Exodus, but untrue! What can be more 

miraculous than to have the very forces of nature to obey you!? Can you command 

algae to do your bidding? I didn’t think so. 

 

And seven days were completed, after G-d had smitten the River (7:25) 

With each of the plagues, Moses would warn them for 24 days, and the plague itself would 

last seven days. -- Midrash Rabbah 

 

Humphreys says that: 

 

“The rise of the Nile reached its maximum in September, which was the most probable 

time for harmful algae to produce toxic blooms…. The second plague occurred one week 

later, in September-October when the number of frogs in the Nile was at a maximum.” 

 

The Second Plague: Frogs (Tzefardeiya) 

 

Exodus 8:2-7 “And if thou refuse to let them go, behold, I will smite all thy borders with 

frogs: And the river shall bring forth frogs abundantly, which shall go up and come into 

thine house, and into thy bedchamber, and upon thy bed, and into the house of thy 

servants, and upon thy people, and into thine ovens, and into thy kneadingtroughs: And the 

frogs shall come up both on thee, and upon thy people, and upon all thy servants. And the 

LORD spake unto Moses, Say unto Aaron, Stretch forth thine hand with thy rod over the 

streams, over the rivers, and over the ponds, and cause frogs to come up upon the land of 

Egypt. And Aaron stretched out his hand over the waters of Egypt; and the frogs came up, 

and covered the land of Egypt. And the magicians did so with their enchantments, and 

brought up frogs upon the land of Egypt.” (KJV) 

 



When you think of this plague keep in mind that things are lost in translation, the 

Hebrew word for Frogs is the SAME Hebrew word for Crocodiles! My goodness 

now that IS a plague! 

Apparently Egyptians drank water laced with tadpole eggs: 

 

Jasher 80:7 And when the Egyptians drank, their bellies were filled with frogs and they 

danced in their bellies as they dance when in the river. 

 

The Egyptian god attacked by this plague was Hekt, the principle goddess wife of 

the creator. This plague was kind of ironic because frogs was usually seen in Egypt 

as a good omen.  

 

“The plague of frogs is a natural consequence ofn the mass death of the fish; the decaying 

fish would pollute the waters of the Nile Estuary, forcing the frogs ashore, and the frogs… 

are known to travel toward sources of light and heat in search of the insects they feed 

upon… When the large number of frogs left the polluted Nile estuary and entered houses, 

the famished frogs were not likely to find enough insects to survive… So I suggest the frogs 

suffered a mass death from starvation and dehydration. It was essentially a mass extinction 

due to lack of food.” – The Miracles of Exodus – Humphreys 

 

The Third Plague: Gnats/Lice (Kinim) 

Exodus 7:8-8:15 

 

Jasher 80:10-11 And he sent and smote their dust to lice, and the lice became in Egypt to 

the height of two cubits upon the earth. The lice were also very numerous, in the flesh of 

man and beast, in all the inhabitants of Egypt, also upon the king and queen the Lord sent 

the lice, and it grieved Egypt exceedingly on account of the lice. 

 

WOW! 



This plague defeated the Egyptian god Geb, the god of the earth. This is the god 

they made offerings to for the bounty of the land. And in this instance the very dust 

of the earth turned against them. Also affected this plague and the next was 

Khepher god of beetles and flies. 

Ha Satan can mimic and counterfeit, steal and pervert anything G-d does except he 

cannot create.   

 

 Exodus 8:16-19 “And the LORD said unto Moses, Say unto Aaron, Stretch out thy rod, 

and smite the dust of the land, that it may become lice throughout all the land of Egypt. 

And they did so; for Aaron stretched out his hand with his rod, and smote the dust of the 

earth, and it became lice in man, and in beast; all the dust of the land became lice 

throughout all the land of Egypt. And the magicians did so with their enchantments to 

bring forth lice, but they could not: so there were lice upon man, and upon beast. Then the 

magicians said unto Pharaoh, This is the finger of God: and Pharaoh's heart was hardened, 

and he hearkened not unto them; as the LORD had said.” (KJV) 

 

Rashi says, “A demon has no power over an object smaller than a barley grain.” 

And even though Ha Satan can do this, G-d is the original and His is always bigger 

and better and will win.  

The mass death of fish and frogs allowed the gnats and flies to breed unhindered, 

they had no predators to eat them, so they flourished! 

The Hebrew word for gnat could mean: gnat, mosquito, lice, mite, tick, midges, all 

we know from the text that they made the Egyptians itch, and it very well could 

have been not one, but all the above! 

Now let’s stop and think about how stupid the Egyptians were. This could be stand 

up comic material. Now why in the heck would Pharaoh’s magicians make their 

situation worse upon themselves by DUPLICATING THE PLAUGES!? They just 

doubled their trouble just to prove a mute point! Oy Vey! And all the plagues that 

they were able to duplicate they could not get rid of them as Moshe was able to do. 

Tradition says that the Magicians were afflicted with all the plagues they 

duplicated until the day they died. That is why they couldn’t stand before Moshe 

because they doubled their misery when they duplicated the plague of Boils upon 

themselves. 



 

The Fourth Plague: Flies (Arov) 

As stated earlier Khepher, the god or lord of the flies was the next god to feel the 

wrath of YHWH. And isn’t it interesting to note that another name for Satan is, 

“the Lord of the Flies”. Also Aman-Ra, king of the gods was affected; he had the 

head of the beetle. We must keep in mind that the scarab beetle was sacred and 

held in high esteem by the Egyptians. 

We may wonder; what fly are they talking about? I’m sure there were swarms of 

insects of all kind on account of the death and decay caused by the previous 

plagues. Scientifically and logically the best candidate for the main culprit of this 

plague would be the stable fly because they swarm and breed rapidly and sets us up 

beautifully for the next plague via infection and sickness via open wound by its 

bite. 

It is here in Exodus 8:24-28 we learn the art of negotiation, of tit for tat and how to 

get your way in a negotiation from Moses, especially when you currently have the 

upper hand. He shows us how to be knowledgeable of ones enemies culture and 

customs. Here Moses tries to get Pharaoh to allow Israel to go three days journey 

in the wilderness to sacrifice to YHWH. Pharaoh tells him no, and that they can 

sacrifice in Goshen. Really? What if the Egyptians see it, they will cause a riot 

because sacrificing sheep and cattle are an abomination to Egypt. And because of 

the plague of flies as an insensitive to compromise Pharaoh agrees until Moses 

takes the flies away and he changes his mind as usual. 

It is somewhat amusing if you catch the subtlety of the Scriptures in that in 8:25-28 

how Pharaoh allows them to go and sacrifice in the land, but Moses says, No, we 

will go and sacrifice in the Wilderness, three days journey. Notice, Moses doesn’t 

ask permission, he simply says this is what we are going to do. Because of the 

plague of flies Moses has the upper hand and Pharaoh is in no position to make 

demands or argue. 

Also, we must ask ourselves a disturbing question. Was YHWH lying to Pharaoh 

about this three day journey to sacrifice or come back, when all along it appears G-

d was going to set Israel completely free from Egyptian slavery? 

First of the three day agreement was not binding because Pharaoh went back on his 

word as he usually did. Second, the Rabbis claim that if Pharaoh didn’t go back on 

his word that it would be a three day journey to sacrifice and come back and this 



would happen on a regular basis to get Pharaoh used to the Idea that Israel was 

ultimately YHWH’s and not his and this would have gradually let to a permanent 

exodus like we read about. 

Some versions of Scripture and Passover Haggadah record this plague as one of 

Beasts. Maybe this is why. 

 

Jasher 80:13-18 And the Lord sent all kinds of beasts of the field into Egypt, and they came 

and destroyed all Egypt, man and beast, and trees, and all things that were in Egypt. And 

the Lord sent fiery serpents, scorpions, mice, weasels, toads, together with others creeping 

in dust. Flies, hornets, fleas, bugs and gnats, each swarm according to its kind. And all 

reptiles and winged animals according to their kind came to Egypt and grieved the 

Egyptians exceedingly. And the fleas and flies came into the eyes and ears of the Egyptians. 

And the hornet came upon them and drove them away, and they removed from it into their 

inner rooms, and it pursued them. 

 

The Fifth Plague: Sickness/Murrain (Dever) 

 

This attacked the Egyptian livestock and domestic animals which dealt a blow to 

the Egyptian god Apis the bull god, and Hathor, the cow headed goddess of the 

deserts, and Bubastis, cat goddess of love. Meow! ;-) 

 

 
“The fifth plague of death of livestock was then due to African horse sickness and 

bluetongue spread by the Culicoides midges of the third plague.” – The Miracles of Exodus 

– Humphreys  

 

 

I would like to add that the open wounds caused by the stable flies aided in the 

sickness that ensued in this plague. 

 

Having all the plagues fit together as I have laid out this far fits well with Jewish 

Tradition in that each plague begat a plague or plagues.  

 

The Sixth Plague: Boils (Sh’Chin) 

 

The Hebrew word for boils here brings the connotation of a burning incurable skin 

disease. 



 

Exodus 9:8-11 “And the LORD said unto Moses and unto Aaron, Take to you handfuls of 

ashes of the furnace, and let Moses sprinkle it toward the heaven in the sight of Pharaoh. 

And it shall become small dust in all the land of Egypt, and shall be a boil breaking forth 

with blains upon man, and upon beast, throughout all the land of Egypt. And they took 

ashes of the furnace, and stood before Pharaoh; and Moses sprinkled it up toward heaven; 

and it became a boil breaking forth with blains upon man, and upon beast. And the 

magicians could not stand before Moses because of the boils; for the boil was upon the 

magicians, and upon all the Egyptians.” (KJV) 

 

Jasher 80:27-28 And God sent a burning inflammation in the flesh of the Egyptians, which 

burst their skins, and it became a severe itch in all the Egyptians from the soles of their feet 

to the crowns of their heads. And many boils were in their flesh, that their flesh wasted 

away until they became rotten and putrid. 

 

Affected both animals and humans; this plague attacked the Egyptian gods, Thoth, 

ibis headed god of intelligence and medical learning, Apis, Serapis, and Imhotep. 

 

It is also interesting to note that it was common for Egyptians to run out and have 

ashes of sacrifices upon them as a blessing. So perhaps they thought their priests 

were fighting back with a multitude of sacrifices to rid themselves of the plagues. 

But they blessing was turned into a curse. 

 

No question about it these plagues rocked the very foundations of the Egyptian 

socio-economic and religious foundations of this society. 

 

 
“After the Israelites leave Egypt Deuteronomy 28:27 warns that if they are disobedient to 

the commands of God, “The Lord will afflict you [the Israelites] with the boils of Egypt.” 

This statement is enlarged in verse 35 of the same chapter: “The Lord will afflict your 

knees and legs with painful boils that cannot be cured, spreading from the soles of your feet 

to the top of your head.” Hence it appears that “the boils of Egypt” first affected the legs 

and feet. Now the stable fly of the fourth plague is known to favor biting its victims on the 

lower parts of the body, in particular the legs and feet… the details of the Old Testament 

account are consistent with the stable fly being the carrier. 

 

“It is interesting to note that the scientific sequence of the first six plagues, which occurred 

over three thousand years ago, has been faithfully preserved in the ancient text of the book 

of Exodus. For example, if plague three, of biting midges, is interchanged with plague five, 



the death of the livestock, then the scientific sequence is lost. Once again we see the 

remarkable accuracy and coherence of the Old Testament text.” – The Miracles of Exodus 

– Humphreys 

 

 

The Seventh Plague: Hail (Barad) 

 

This hail was said to be mingled with fire, many feel that this is flowery way of 

saying hail and lightning, which naturally comes with hail storms.  

 

Tradition says that the fire was contained with in the hail, as a flame burning atop a 

pool of oil. If so this indeed was truly a miracle that goes against the natural law. 

 

 
“As a rule, fire and water are elements at war with each other, but in the hailstones that 

smote the land of Egypt they were reconciled. A fire rested in the hailstones as the burning 

wick swims in the oil of a lamp.” – Legends of the Bible 

 

 

Psalm 79:48 labels this fire spoken of in the Torah as “hot thunderbolts” according 

to the KJV. 

 

I would also like to point out that it says concerning the end to the hail: 

 

 
“Moses went a short distance out of the city from Pharaoh, and spread abroad his hands 

unto the Lord, for he did not desire to pray to God within, where there were many idols 

and images. At once the hail remained suspended in the air. Part dropped down while 

Joshua was engaged in battle with the Amorites, and the rest God will send down in His 

fury against Gog. Also the thunders ceased at Moses’ intercession, and were stored up for a 

later time…” – Legends of the Bible 

 

 

Does this possibly hint to Revelation 16? 

 

Revelation 16:17-21 “And the seventh angel poured out his vial into the air; and there came 

a great voice out of the temple of heaven, from the throne, saying, It is done. And there 

were voices, and thunders, and lightnings; and there was a great earthquake, such as was 

not since men were upon the earth, so mighty an earthquake, and so great. And the great 

city was divided into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell: and great Babylon came 

in remembrance before God, to give unto her the cup of the wine of the fierceness of his 

wrath. And every island fled away, and the mountains were not found. And there fell upon 

men a great hail out of heaven, every stone about the weight of a talent: and men 



blasphemed God because of the plague of the hail; for the plague thereof was exceeding 

great.” (KJV) 

 

We must also acknowledge that in all the plagues thus far Pharaoh continued to be 

hard hearted and tended not to listen or be moved by the plagues. However we can 

see how G-d is breaking him down slowly, yet at the same time, at points when 

Pharaoh was about to give in it says that G-d hardened Pharaoh’s heart to keep him 

ripe for all the plagues, the eventual Exodus, and his demise at the Red Sea. 

Remember He was a god in the eyes of the people so he had a great reputation to 

uphold. So there was a lot of stubbornness in an effort to save face. 

1. Blood: Pharaoh’s heart was hardened. 

2. Frogs: Pharaoh compromised but then recanted and hardened his heart again. 

3. Lice: Pharaoh’s heart was hardened. He doesn’t even speak to Moshe. 

4. Flies: Pharaoh hardened his heart 

5. Death of Livestock/Beasts: The heart of Pharaoh was hardened by G-d 

Himself! 

6. Boils: The L-RD again hardened Pharaoh’s heart. 

7. Hail: Pharaoh admits sin but then sins more by hardening his heart. 

The time line of the plagues thus far on the secular and Biblical calendar is: 

1. Blood:  September: Elul - Tishrei 

2. Frogs: September – October: Tishrei - Cheshvan 

3. Gnats: October-November: Cheshvan - Kislev 

4. Flies: November: Kislev 

5. Death of Livestock/Beasts: November- December: Kislev - Tevet 

6. Boils: December – January: Tevet - Shevat 

7. Hail: February – March: Adar – Nissan/Aviv/Abib 

Here are some charts I have found they may assist in greater understanding. I know 

the way my brain works charts really help me. 

 

Plague Warning Replication Respite Response God 

Attacked 
Water into 

Blood 
Pharaoh was 

warned and 

Yes The Egyptians 

managed to 

Pharaohs heart 

was hardened 
Hapi (the God 

of the Nile) 



allowed to 

watch 
work around 

the problem 
Frogs Pharaoh 

warned but was 

not with Moses 

when it 

happened 

Yes Pharaoh named 

the time the 

frogs would go 

Compromise 
but then 
Pharaoh 
hardened his 
heart 

Heqt 

(interestingly 

many frogs 

was usually 

viewed as a 

good thing) 
Lice No Warning No. The 

magicians saw 

the lice as an 

act of God 

We’re not told 

but presumably 
Pharaohs heart 

was hardened. 

He doesn’t 

even speak to 

Moses. 

Kheper (God 

of beetles and 

flies) 

Flies Pharaoh 

warned but not 

with Moses 

when it 

happened 

No. In fact 
they didn’t 
even try 

The flies were 

removed when 

Pharaoh 

promised to let 

the Israelites 

go 

Pharaoh 

hardened his 

heart 

Kheper 

Murrain Pharaoh 

warned and 

told when it 

would happen 

Again they 

didn’t try 
It was a one off 

action.. but the 

cattle stayed 

dead. 

The heart of 

Pharaoh was 

hardened. 

Apis (Sacred 

Bull) 

Boils Pharaoh not 

warned but was 

there when 

Moses did it 

Magicians 

could not even 

heal 

themselves 

We’re not told 

but one would 

imagine 

scarring would 

result 

The Lord 

hardened 

Pharaoh’s 

heart. 

Imhotep 

(physician 

God) & Thoth 

(Magic and 

healing) 
Hail Pharaoh and 

servants 
warned. 
Those that 
heeded the 
warning 
escaped. 

Didn’t try. No respite, 

crops 

destroyed 

although some 

crops left. 

Pharaoh admits 

sin but then 

sins more by 

hardening his 

heart 

Nut (Sky 
Goddess) 

 

Now let’s compare thus far to the Vials mentioned in the Book of Revelation: 

 

Vial Title Result Notes Egyptian 

Equivalent 

1
st
 Vial Grievous Sore Pain Only on beast 

followers 
Plague 6 – The 

boils 

2
nd

 Vial Sea becomes 

blood 

All living things 

in sea die 

  

3
rd

 Vial Rivers become 

blood 

 Angel declares 

righteousness of 

God 

Plague 1 – Nile 

becoming blood 



4
th

 Vial Sun becomes 

hotter 

Men Scorch and 

blaspheme 

No repentance  

5
th

 Vial Darkness Men gnaw 

tongues in pain 

Only on the 

beast 

Plague 9 – 

Darkness 

6
th

 Vial Drying of 

Euphrates 

Armageddon   

7th Vial Massive 

Earthquake 

Pangea 

Reformed 

Huge tectonic 

upheaval 

 

 

Once again our Torah Portion ends on a cliff hanger! 

I pray you enjoy pouring over this material. I thoroughly enjoyed studying it! 

Shabbat Shalom and Shavuah Tov! 

-- Rabbi Yehudah  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



RaYBaSH’s Haftarah Hashings 

Parashah # 14: Va’era: “He Appeared” 

Ezekiel 28:25-29:21  

By: Rabbi Yehudah ben Shomeyr  

 

 

The Haftarah portion for this week deals with the gathering of the House of Israel 

AKA: Ephrayim and or the Lost Ten Tribes to the land of Israel and the judgment 

upon Pharaoh and Egypt, a 40 year scattering and exile by Babylon. When they 

return they will never be a super power among the nations ever again, just as it is 

to this day. 

 

 

Ezekiel 28:25-26 “Thus saith the Lord GOD; When I shall have gathered the house of 

Israel from the people among whom they are scattered, and shall be sanctified in them in 

the sight of the heathen, then shall they dwell in their land that I have given to my servant 

Jacob. And they shall dwell safely therein, and shall build houses, and plant vineyards; yea, 

they shall dwell with confidence, when I have executed judgments upon all those that 

despise them round about them; and they shall know that I am the LORD their God.” 

(KJV) 

 

These verses deal with the prophecy and promise of Yehudah being reunited with 

the rest of the tribes, the House of Israel/Ephrayim. Many think this will occur just 

prior to the Messiah’s reign in the Millennial Kingdom. 

Ezekiel 29:1-11 “In the tenth year, in the tenth month, in the twelfth day of the month, the 

word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Son of man, set thy face against Pharaoh king of 

Egypt, and prophesy against him, and against all Egypt: Speak, and say, Thus saith the 

Lord GOD; Behold, I am against thee, Pharaoh king of Egypt, the great dragon that lieth 

in the midst of his rivers, which hath said, My river is mine own, and I have made it for 

myself. But I will put hooks in thy jaws, and I will cause the fish of thy rivers to stick unto 

thy scales, and I will bring thee up out of the midst of thy rivers, and all the fish of thy 

rivers shall stick unto thy scales. And I will leave thee thrown into the wilderness, thee and 

all the fish of thy rivers: thou shalt fall upon the open fields; thou shalt not be brought 

together, nor gathered: I have given thee for meat to the beasts of the field and to the fowls 

of the heaven. And all the inhabitants of Egypt shall know that I am the LORD, because 

they have been a staff of reed to the house of Israel. When they took hold of thee by thy 

hand, thou didst break, and rend all their shoulder: and when they leaned upon thee, thou 

brakest, and madest all their loins to be at a stand. Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; 

Behold, I will bring a sword upon thee, and cut off man and beast out of thee. And the land 

of Egypt shall be desolate and waste; and they shall know that I am the LORD: because he 



hath said, The river is mine, and I have made it. Behold, therefore I am against thee, and 

against thy rivers, and I will make the land of Egypt utterly waste and desolate, from the 

tower of Syene even unto the border of Ethiopia. No foot of man shall pass through it, nor 

foot of beast shall pass through it, neither shall it be inhabited forty years.” (KJV) 

 

Just like our Torah Portion; G-d, through Moshe and Aharon meet Pharaoh at the 

River, the source of Life for Egypt and defeats the Egyptian gods, Osiris, Isis, 

Horus, Hapimon, Tauret and Nu, and Pharaoh himself, who was considered a 

deity, by turning the Nile into blood. However we see that Pharaoh lost control. He 

was credited with being the Niles developer and Creator.  The reason Moshe 

Aharon met Pharaoh in the morning at the River is because, he, claiming to be 

deity, had to make the people think that he had no bodily needs. So to keep up the 

charade, he went to the River early in the morning for the purpose of relieving 

himself. Hey, when you’re King the Nile is your Toilet! 

So the dragon represents Pharaoh himself. Fish represents his subjects and allies. 

 

Ezekiel 29:12 “And I will make the land of Egypt desolate in the midst of the countries that 

are desolate, and her cities among the cities that are laid waste shall be desolate forty years: 

and I will scatter the Egyptians among the nations, and will disperse them through the 

countries.” (KJV) 

 

40 years represents payback for Israel being in the wilderness for 40 years and is 

only a little less than 10% of the total years of bondage Israel was subject to via 

Egypt. 

 

Ezekiel 29:13-15 “Yet thus saith the Lord GOD; At the end of forty years will I gather the 

Egyptians from the people whither they were scattered: And I will bring again the captivity 

of Egypt, and will cause them to return into the land of Pathros, into the land of their 

habitation; and they shall be there a base kingdom. It shall be the basest of the kingdoms; 

neither shall it exalt itself any more above the nations: for I will diminish them, that they 

shall no more rule over the nations.” (KJV) 

 

Like Israel in 28:25-26, Egypt will return from exile, but will never be the same. 



 

 Ezekiel 29:15-16 “It shall be the basest of the kingdoms; neither shall it exalt itself any 

more above the nations: for I will diminish them, that they shall no more rule over the 

nations. And it shall be no more the confidence of the house of Israel, which bringeth their 

iniquity to remembrance, when they shall look after them: but they shall know that I am 

the Lord GOD.” (KJV) 

 

1. To punish Egypt. 

2. So Israel would stop depending on Egypt for Protection and start depending 

on G-d. 

It’s like the equivalent of us wanting to be protected by our pimp when we already 

have a loving Husband to protect and provide for, and love us. 

 

Ezekiel 29:17-21 “And it came to pass in the seven and twentieth year, in the first month, in 

the first day of the month, the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Son of man, 

Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon caused his army to serve a great service against Tyrus: 

every head was made bald, and every shoulder was peeled: yet had he no wages, nor his 

army, for Tyrus, for the service that he had served against it: Therefore thus saith the Lord 

GOD; Behold, I will give the land of Egypt unto Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon; and he 

shall take her multitude, and take her spoil, and take her prey; and it shall be the wages for 

his army. I have given him the land of Egypt for his labour wherewith he served against it, 

because they wrought for me, saith the Lord GOD. In that day will I cause the horn of the 

house of Israel to bud forth, and I will give thee the opening of the mouth in the midst of 

them; and they shall know that I am the LORD.” (KJV) 

 

Babylon and King Nebuchadnezzar is chosen to be Egypt’s punishers. 

The Enemy of my Enemy is my friend.  It is such ironic and twisted relationship 

Israel has with the nations. Both Egypt and Babylon was at one time our captors, 

but they also at one time were good to us and helped preserve our people. And a 

nation ends up being punished for oppressing us, even when G-d sends them to 

punish us because of our disobedience when we were exiled into Babylon for the 

sin of apathy and idolatry. He also uses our Enemies to take out our Enemies. And 

when a nation crosses Israel they fall, never to rise again. Will this one day happen 



to the United States? I think so; prophecy unfortunately tells us that ALL Nations 

will turn on Israel at the End of Days; it’s only a matter of time. 

Shabbat Shalom and Shavuah Tov!   

-- Rabbi Yehudah 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



RaYBaSH’s Brit Chadashah Connections 

Parashah # 14: Va’era “He Appeared” 

Romans 8:14-17; II Corinthians 6:14-7:1 

By: Rabbi Yehudah ben Shomeyr  

 

 

We all experience Spiritual bondage, and sometimes it may not seen so bad. 

However, here in our Brit Chadashah Portion for this week we are shown that any 

bondage to any sin is like the harsh bitterness of Egypt, even when we don’t feel 

the full brunt of the slavery. Just as Israel did when they were in the wilderness and 

actually desired to return to bondage in Egypt. 

 

 

Romans 8:14-17 “For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. For 

ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of 

adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, 

that we are the children of God: And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs 

with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together.” (KJV) 

 

The Ruach Ha Kodesh (Holy Spirit) will open your eyes to be able to truly see 

your bondage. You will then see that you are indeed in exile and need deliverance. 

And if you are in exile and bondage because of sin, YHWH will chastise you for it 

because the Scripture says that He chastises, disciplines, punishes, those He loves 

(Heb. 12:8). This is how we know we are sons and not Mamzers (bastards). 

 

Rom. 8:17 “And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be 

that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together.” (KJV) 

 

In the wilderness is where we find our freedom, our deliverance, our inheritance; 

the Written Torah and Living Torah, Yeshua the Messiah. This is where our 

freedom comes from. 

Torah is not bondage as Christian’s believe. Why would G-d deliver us from 

Mitzrayim (Egypt)/Sin, which is the real bondage, just for the purpose of putting 



into another form of bondage!?  That’s absurd! That would come from none other 

than a cruel, sadistic god! And we know YHWH is not that kind of a god! 

No, just as America is called “the Free World” because of it’s many laws that keep 

us from chaos, so too the Torah is the law that makes the  Kingdom of G-d free. 

The law shows us how to live holy and keeps us from the sin of bondage when we 

obey and live by it. And what is the Biblical definition of sin? 

 

I John 3:4 “Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law (TORAH): for sin is the 

transgression of the law (TORAH).” (KJV – parenthesis mine) 

 

I Cor. 6:14-7:1: “Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship 

hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness? 

And what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what part hath he that believeth with an 

infidel? And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of 

the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their 

God, and they shall be my people. Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye 

separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you. And will 

be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty. 

Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness 

of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.” (KJV) 

 

You can only be friends with Catholics, Christians, Messianics, Wiccans, Muslims, 

etc., that is how we win them over with love and hospitality, but we don’t call them 

Mishpocha (Family) because they do not live by the Torah. 

 

 Matt. 12:50 “For whosoever shall do the will of my Father which is in heaven, the same is 

my brother, and sister, and mother.” 

 

You see these Scriptures tell us, as the rest of Scriptures do, that we are to be in the 

world not of the world (John 17). We are to attract them by our uniqueness and 

peculiarities (Ex. 19:5, Deut. 14:2, Titus 2:14, I pet. 2:9). We are to attract them to 

YHWH and His Torah and His Messiah by our light (Matt. 5:14-16). 



 

 Rom. 2:13 “For not the hearers of the law are just before God, but the doers of the law 

shall be justified.” (KJV) 

 

 Shabbat Shalom and Shavuah Tov! 

-- Rabbi Yehudah 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


