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By: Rabbi Yehudah ben Shomeyr  

 

 

Commentary: 

 

 
 Lev. 10:16a “And Moses diligently sought …” (KJV) 

 

 

The Stone’s Edition of the Tanak reads, “inquired insistently.” The Complete 

Jewish Bible renders this phrase, “searched carefully.” The Hebraic Roots Version 

says, “diligently inquire.” The Amplified Bible writes, “diligently tried to find.” 

The Hebrew says, “darosh, darash.” These two words are THE EXACT 

HALFWAY MARK of all the words of the Torah, the first 5 books of Moshe. If 

one person took a Hebrew Torah scroll and started counting backwards from the 

very last word, one word at a time, and another person simultaneously started with 

the first Hebrew word of the Torah and counted forward, they would meet at the 

exact center in Leviticus 10:16 at “darosh, darash.” This could be translated, 

“Search, search!” or “Study, study!”  

There are 3 chapters in this Parashah 9-11. 911 in our day means it’s important. 10 

is the middle, 9 is about shemini the 8
th
 day, the new beginning of the sacrificial 

service preformed by Aharon and his sons FOREVER. 

 

Chapter 10 is about the death of Aharon’s sons Nadab and Avihu offering 

“unauthorized / alien fire” to YHWH. 

 

Chapter 11 is the Laws of Kashrut (Kosher Dietary Laws). 

 

“The great Kabbalist, Rabbi Isaac Luria, taught that every created thing possesses a 

"spark" of divine energy that constitutes its essence and soul. When a person utilizes 

something toward a G-dly end, he brings to light this divine spark, manifesting and 

realizing the purpose for which it was created. In all physical substances, a material 

"husk" (kelipah) encases and conceals the divine spark at its core, necessitating great effort 

on the part of man to access the spark without becoming enmeshed in the surface 

materiality. 

No existence is devoid of a divine spark--indeed, nothing can exist without the pinpoint of 

G-dliness that imbues it with being and purpose. But not every spark can be actualized. 



There are certain "impregnable" elements whose sparks are inaccessible to us. The fact 

that something is forbidden by the Torah means that its husk cannot be penetrated, so that 

its spark remains locked within it and cannot be elevated. 

Thus, one who eats a piece of kosher meat and then uses the energy gained from it to 

perform a mitzvah, thereby elevates the spark of divinity that is the essence of the meat, 

freeing it of its mundane incarnation and raising it to a state of fulfilled spirituality. 

However, if one would do the same with a piece of non-kosher meat, no such "elevation" 

would take place. Even if he applied the energy to positive and G-dly ends, this would not 

constitute a realization of the divine purpose in the meats creation, since the consumption 

of the meat was an express violation of the divine will. 

This is the deeper significance of the Hebrew terms assur and mutar employed by Torah 

law for the forbidden and the permissible. Assur, commonly translated as "forbidden," 

literally means "bound", implying that these are things whose sparks the Torah has 

deemed bound and imprisoned in a shell of negativity and proscription. Mutar 

("permitted"), which literally means "unbound," is the term for those sparks which the 

Torah has empowered us to extricate from their mundane embodiment and actively involve 

in our positive endeavors. 

The "bound" elements of creation also have a role in the realization of the divine purpose 

outlined by the Torah. But theirs is a "negative" role they exist so that we should achieve a 

conquest of self by resisting them. There is no Torah-authorized way in which they can 

actively be involved in our development of creation, no way in which they may themselves 

become part of the "dwelling for G-d" that we are charged to make of our world. Of these 

elements it is said, "Their breaking is their rectification." They exist to be rejected and 

defeated, and it is in their defeat and exclusion from our lives that their raison d'etre is 

realized.” -- The Chassidic Masters 

 

So what has the central Parashah, these central 3 chapters in all the Torah have to 

say to us. Like a bullseye on a target, what is the central theme of Torah? 

 

SACRIFICE: How G-d redeems us. How G-d expects us to serve Him. How to 

keep ones soul clean and how YHWH wants it done, how each day is a fresh new 

start and every day it takes sacrifice on our part. 

 

ALERT: How G-d does not want us to serve Him; a warning to how our way of 

serving G-d is not good enough, how our efforts are tainted and inferior and 

actually is in rebellion against YHWH. 

 

TEMPLE WELLNESS: How G-d wants us to keep our physical as well as our 

spiritual beings whole. How our physical well being reflects and has an effect on 

our spiritual well being and visa versa. 



 

S.A.T. = “Be still and know that I AM Elohim (G-d).” 

 

There are 3 chapters in this Parashah and there are the 1
st
 triad in the seferoritic tree 

in Kabbalah, and the 3 pillars of Kabbalah. 

 

1. Binah (Understanding) = Abba (Father) 

2. Chokmah (Wisdom) = Imma (Mother): Ruach HaKodesh (Holy Spirit) 

3. Keter (Crown) = Ben (Son): Messiah 

 

In other words to gain wisdom, understanding and the prize, goal and aim of the 

Torah which is the Living Torah Yeshua HaMoshiach we must “diligently study” 

the Written Torah. 

 

Mainly 3 things = S.A.T. 

 

1. What TO do. 

2. What NOT to do. 

3. HOW to do it, How to carry it out consistently and correctly.  

 
 

 2 Tim. 2:15 “Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be 

ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” 

 

 

The HRV says, “Be diligent that you present your nefesh (your life, your redeemed 

fallen nature) mature before Eloah (G-d), a worker without shame, who is rightly 

proclaiming the word of truth.” Which is the Written AND Living Torah! 

 

The Torah is the solid bedrock, the “Ha Yesod (Foundation)” of all of Scripture, 

the most important element to the structure, the house. 

 

 Torah = is the Foundation 

 Prophets and Writings = is the House 

 Renewed Covenant = is the Roof 

 

Again the #3. 

 

The Torah is made up of 5 books, 5 is the number of Law AND Grace. 

 



There are also 5 offices if you will in the Malkut YHWH (Kingdom of YHWH) 

according to the Brit Chadashah (New Testament / Renewed Covenant). 

 

1. Apostle 

2. Prophet 

3. Pastor 

4. Teacher 

5. Evangelist 

 

Both Torah and Offices like the 5 digits on the hand all must be there to function 

properly and effectively. 

 

So if you “search diligently, study diligently” the Torah: 

 

 What to do 

 What not to do 

 And How to do it 

 

You will know Torah, you will know Messiah, you will find and know your proper 

place in His Kingdom. 

 

As they say, “Keep the main thing the main thing.” 

 

A King with no Law is a Tyrant a Dictator,  

A Kingdom with no Law is a chaotic anarchy, 

A Citizen with no King, no Kingdom, no Law has no security, no stability and no 

peace. 

 

You want wisdom ad understanding? STUDY TORAH! 

You want to know and be intimate with G-d and His Messiah? STUDY TORAH! 

You want to belong, you want to find your place and work for YHWH? STUDY 

TORAH! 

 

Messiah said in John 5:39 

 

 
 “Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which 

testify of me.” (KJV) 

 

 



What Scriptures was He referring to?  The only ones that existed at that time, the 

Torah, the Prophets, and the Writings, the Tanak! The “New Testament” didn’t 

even exist then! 

 

What is the heart of Judaism? The Shema: 

 

Deut. 6:4-9 Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD: And thou shalt love the 

LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might. And these 

words, which I command thee this day, shall be in thine heart: And thou shalt teach them 

diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, and 

when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up. And 

thou shalt bind them for a sign upon thine hand, and they shall be as frontlets between 

thine eyes. And thou shalt write them upon the posts of thy house, and on thy gates. (KJV) 

 

1. G-d is One and Only. 

2. OBEY the TORAH all the time. 

3. TEACH TORAH to everyone all the time. 

4. KEEP the TORAH ever before your eyes. 

 

And it came to pass on the eighth day (Leviticus 9:1) 

That day took ten crowns: It was the first day of the Creation (i.e., a Sunday), the first for 

the offerings of the nessi'im (tribal heads), the first for the priesthood, the first for [public] 

sacrifice, the first for the fall of fire from Heaven, the first for the eating of sacred food, the 

first for the dwelling of the Divine Presence in Israel, the first for the priestly blessing of 

Israel, the first day on which it was forbidden to sacrifice to G-d anywhere save in the 

Sanctuary, and the first of months. -- Talmud, Shabbat 87b 

 

That day was as joyous to G-d as the day on which heaven and earth were created. -- 

Talmud, Megillah 10b 

 

The number seven represents the cycle of creation; the number eight represents the 

"circumference"--that which lies beyond the perimeter of time and space. This is why the 

Divine Presence came to dwell in the Israelite camp on the eighth day. This is also alluded 

to in the saying of our sages (Talmud, Erchin 13b) that "The lyre of Moshiach has eight 

strings." -- Keli Yakar; Shaloh 



 

Today was Parashah Shemini, “8” meaning, “New Beginnings” and today is a new 

day, today is the first day of the rest of your life! Make it count! 

 

Shabbat Shalom and Shavuah Tov! 

-- Rabbi Yehudah 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RaYBaSH’s Haftarah Hashings 

Parashah # 26: Shemini “Eighth” 

2 Sam. 6:1-7:17 

By: Rabbi Yehudah ben Shomeyr  

 



2 Sam. 6:1-11 Again, David gathered together all the chosen men of Israel, thirty thousand. 

And David arose, and went with all the people that were with him from Baale of Judah, to 

bring up from thence the ark of God, whose name is called by the name of the LORD of 

hosts that dwelleth between the cherubims. And they set the ark of God upon a new cart, 

and brought it out of the house of Abinadab that was in Gibeah: and Uzzah and Ahio, the 

sons of Abinadab, drave the new cart. And they brought it out of the house of Abinadab 

which was at Gibeah, accompanying the ark of God: and Ahio went before the ark. And 

David and all the house of Israel played before the LORD on all manner of instruments 

made of fir wood, even on harps, and on psalteries, and on timbrels, and on cornets, and on 

cymbals. And when they came to Nachon's threshingfloor, Uzzah put forth his hand to the 

ark of God, and took hold of it; for the oxen shook it. And the anger of the LORD was 

kindled against Uzzah; and God smote him there for his error; and there he died by the 

ark of God. And David was displeased, because the LORD had made a breach upon Uzzah: 

and he called the name of the place Perezuzzah to this day. And David was afraid of the 

LORD that day, and said, How shall the ark of the LORD come to me? So David would not 

remove the ark of the LORD unto him into the city of David: but David carried it aside into 

the house of Obededom the Gittite. And the ark of the LORD continued in the house of 

Obededom the Gittite three months: and the LORD blessed Obededom, and all his 

household.  

 

 

Like unto the Torah Portion dealing with the Divine initiated deaths of Aaron’s 

son’s Nadab and Avihu, Uzzah falls into the same category and thus the reason it 

was chosen for the Haftarah Portion. 

 

Ignorance is not bliss! If you don’t know any better than to not touch a hot stove, 

then guess what? Your going to get burned. If you don’t know enough not to grab a 

downed telephone wire, guess what? Your going to get electrocuted. 

 

In G-d’s eyes for people who should know better and does wrong is no excuse and 

they cannot claim “freshmen ignorance”. Even though Uzzah’s intentions were 

completely pure, he was wrong and we assume he was familiar with the Torah and 

should have known better. His lack of Torah study was his doom. If he was up on 

his Torah (as David should have been as well after he was commanded to write out 

his own copy) He would have realized that the ark was to be transported by its 

poles on the shoulders of the Kohenim (Priests).  

 

Shabbat Shalom and Shavauah Tov! 

-- Rabbi Yehudah  
 

 

 



 

 

 

RaYBaSH’s Brit Chadashah Connections 

Parashah # 26: Shemini “Eighth” 

Acts 5:1-11 

By: Rabbi Yehudah ben Shomeyr  

Acts 5:1-11 But a certain man named Ananias, with Sapphira his wife, sold a possession, 

And kept back part of the price, his wife also being privy to it, and brought a certain part, 

and laid it at the apostles' feet. But Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan filled thine heart to 

lie to the Holy Ghost, and to keep back part of the price of the land? Whiles it remained, 

was it not thine own? and after it was sold, was it not in thine own power? why hast thou 

conceived this thing in thine heart? thou hast not lied unto men, but unto God. And 

Ananias hearing these words fell down, and gave up the ghost: and great fear came on all 

them that heard these things. And the young men arose, wound him up, and carried him 

out, and buried him. And it was about the space of three hours after, when his wife, not 

knowing what was done, came in. And Peter answered unto her, Tell me whether ye sold 

the land for so much? And she said, Yea, for so much. Then Peter said unto her, How is it 

that ye have agreed together to tempt the Spirit of the Lord? Behold, the feet of them which 

have buried thy husband are at the door, and shall carry thee out. Then fell she down 

straightway at his feet, and yielded up the ghost: and the young men came in, and found 

her dead, and, carrying her forth, buried her by her husband. And great fear came upon 

all the church, and upon as many as heard these things.  

On the other hand…. Unlike Nadav and Avihu and Uzzah of our Torah and 

Haftarah portion, our example from the Brit Chadasha is a Divine Death as a result 

of willful dishonesty. 

 

Verse 8 specifically states that they lied about the price. This was not, as many 

Christians would have you believe, a tithe, not, this was a donation/contribution for 

the Netzari Messianic community. They were not giving to the Temple Priests but 

to the community. I don’t think they were trying to be malicious in this, for 

obviously they wanted to help the cause of the Netzari movement, but they didn’t 

want to look like misers for it appears everyone else held nothing back. But verse 4 

indicates that it was their right to hold back part of the price, they just shouldn’t 

have lied about it.  

 

Honesty is the best policy. We shouldn’t act dishonestly in certain ways because of 

fear of what others might think. Let G-d be the judge of your actions not people 

who are dippeling and dappeling and don’t know what’s happen’in.  

 



Shabbat Shalom and Shavuah Tov! -- Rabbi Yehudah 

 

 


