
RaYBaSH’s Torah Thoughts 

Parashah # 32: Behar “On Mount” 

Vayikra / Leviticus 25:1-26:2 

By: Rabbi Yehudah ben Shomeyr 

 

Summary:  

This weeks Torah Portion talks about the Sabbatical Years and the Year of Jubilee.  

 

Commentary: 

 

Leviticus 25:1-7 “And the LORD spake unto Moses in mount Sinai, saying, Speak unto the 

children of Israel, and say unto them, When ye come into the land which I give you, then 

shall the land keep a sabbath unto the LORD. Six years thou shalt sow thy field, and six 

years thou shalt prune thy vineyard, and gather in the fruit thereof; But in the seventh year 

shall be a sabbath of rest unto the land, a sabbath for the LORD: thou shalt neither sow 

thy field, nor prune thy vineyard. That which groweth of its own accord of thy harvest thou 

shalt not reap, neither gather the grapes of thy vine undressed: for it is a year of rest unto 

the land. And the sabbath of the land shall be meat for you; for thee, and for thy servant, 

and for thy maid, and for thy hired servant, and for thy stranger that sojourneth with thee. 

And for thy cattle, and for the beast that are in thy land, shall all the increase thereof be 

meat.” 

 

This passage is referring to Shemita or the Sabbatical Year. Six years work the 

land and on the seventh year we let the land lie fallow. This is an example of a 

Torah command that refers only to the agricultural use of the Land of Israel and 

thus only applies to farmers in Israel. However, I have known example of farmers 

in the US take up this practice and as a result had bumper crops and bigger and 

better produce than the competition.  This allows the land to rest and restore its 

vitamins and minerals in the soil. So it is not only spiritual by scientific. Indeed our 

G-d is good and wise.   

The next Shemita year is 2007-2008 (5768) 

V. 5-7 Whatever happens to come up the 7
th

 year one may have for personal use, 

but not for profit.  



 

Leviticus 25:19-22 And the land shall yield her fruit, and ye shall eat your fill, and dwell 

therein in safety. And if ye shall say, What shall we eat the seventh year? behold, we shall 

not sow, nor gather in our increase: Then I will command my blessing upon you in the 

sixth year, and it shall bring forth fruit for three years. And ye shall sow the eighth year, 

and eat yet of old fruit until the ninth year; until her fruits come in ye shall eat of the old 

store.  

 

If the Shemita years are observed properly their will be no shortage of food. 

 

 Leviticus 25:8-12 And thou shalt number seven Sabbaths of years unto thee, seven times 

seven years; and the space of the seven Sabbaths of years shall be unto thee forty and nine 

years. Then shalt thou cause the trumpet of the jubilee to sound on the tenth day of the 

seventh month, in the day of atonement shall ye make the trumpet sound throughout all 

your land. And ye shall hallow the fiftieth year, and proclaim liberty throughout all the 

land unto all the inhabitants thereof: it shall be a jubilee unto you; and ye shall return 

every man unto his possession, and ye shall return every man unto his family. A jubilee 

shall that fiftieth year be unto you: ye shall not sow, neither reap that which groweth of 

itself in it, nor gather the grapes in it of thy vine undressed. For it is the jubilee; it shall be 

holy unto you: ye shall eat the increase thereof out of the field.  

 

Speaks of Yovel, better known as the Year of Jubilee. 

7x7=49. So on Yom Kippur (Day of Atonement) is sort of a giant counting of the 

Omer so to speak. Instead of days, years are counted, leading up to Yom Kippur. 

The laws of Yovel teach that the land and freedom are divine gifts and that 

ownership reverts to those to whom He wills it. All debts are canceled and all 

“repos” or property sold reverts back to its original owner. 

In this post 9-11 society we often hear about “Homeland Security,” well, I believe 

the following verse is the true definition of Homeland Security: 

 

  Leviticus 25:18 “Wherefore ye shall do my statutes, and keep my judgments, and do 

them; and ye shall dwell in the land in safety.” 



 

Verses 23-34 deals with redemption laws of the land. 

Verses 35-43 Talks about preventing poverty by employment or a no interest loan 

or investment. 

 

One thing I noticed for the first time last year was that the Torah doesn’t make 

provisions for Jails or Prisons; just Crime and Consequences. It seems in this 

society the closes thing to prison is forced labor through slavery. 

 

V.44-46 This tells us that Gentile slaves can be inherited. 

V. 47-55 Tells us that a Jew sold into slavery to another Jew (most likely to pay off 

a debt) can be redeemed by a close family member. So the longest a Jew can hold 

fellow Jew as a slave is 7 years. And we are instructed to treat a Jewish slave like 

family. And we are to treat gentile slaves a employees, not slaves as Pharaoh did to 

Israel. 

 

 Leviticus 26:1-2 “Ye shall make you no idols nor graven image, neither rear you up a 

standing image, neither shall ye set up any image of stone in your land, to bow down unto 

it: for I am the LORD your God. Ye shall keep my Sabbaths, and reverence my sanctuary: 

I am the LORD.”  

 

We are instructed to do as pagans do and build an altar or a place to prostrate 

oneself for example as Muslims and Catholics to in our day. Altars and Prostration 

is only reserved for the Temple Courts. 

Shabbat Shalom and Shavuah Tov! 

-- Rabbi Yehudah 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



RaYBaSH’s Haftarah Hashnings 

Parashah # 33: B’chukkotia “In My Statues” 

Jer. 16:19-17:14 

By: Rabbi Yehudah ben Shomeyr 

 

 

This Haftarah Portion backs up the Torah portion in regards to curses to them that 

break the Torah. 

 

Just as the Torah was written in stone (the two tablets of the 10 Commandments) 

so was the nation of Judah’s sin. 

 

Jeremiah 17:1, 4 The sin of Judah is written with a pen of iron, and with the point of a 

diamond: it is graven upon the table of their heart, and upon the horns of your altars; … 

And thou, even thyself, shalt discontinue from thine heritage that I gave thee; and I will 

cause thee to serve thine enemies in the land which thou knowest not: for ye have kindled a 

fire in mine anger, which shall burn for ever. 

 
 

Yet we know the only thing is needed to turn a situation such as this around is to 

make Teshuvah, Repent and change ones ways, obey Torah. History proves this 

because Judah eventually returned from Babylonian exile and are who we 

recognize as Jews today. 

 

Jeremiah 16:19-21 O LORD, my strength, and my fortress, and my refuge in the day of 

affliction, the Gentiles shall come unto thee from the ends of the earth, and shall say, Surely 

our fathers have inherited lies, vanity, and things wherein there is no profit. Shall a man 

make gods unto himself, and they are no gods? Therefore, behold, I will this once cause 

them to know, I will cause them to know mine hand and my might; and they shall know 

that my name is The LORD. 

 

G-d used the exile to break Judah to Repent. 

 

Shabbat Shalom and Shavuah Tov! 

-- Rabbi Yehudah 

  
 

 



RaYBaSH’s Brit Chadashah Connections 

Parashah # 33: B’chukkotai “In My Statues” 

John 14:15-21, 15:10-12 

By: Rabbi Yehudah ben Shomeyr 

 

 
John 14:15-21 If ye love me, keep my commandments. And I will pray the Father, and he 

shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever; Even the Spirit of 

truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but 

ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you. I will not leave you comfortless: 

I will come to you. Yet a little while, and the world seeth me no more; but ye see me: 

because I live, ye shall live also. At that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in 

me, and I in you. He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth 

me: and he that loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will 

manifest myself to him.  

 

John 15:10-12 If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept 

my Father's commandments, and abide in his love. These things have I spoken unto you, 

that my joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be full. This is my 

commandment, That ye love one another, as I have loved you.  

 

One blessing of keeping Torah is being led of the Ruach HaKodesh (Holy Spirit) 

and seeing the coming of the Messiah. 

 

Now many X-tians and Messianics will argue that Yeshua’s commandments are 

different than the Fathers. Some say that the “Law of Christ” supercedes the Law 

of YHWH.  When has it ever been proper for a son to tell a father what to do, or 

the command of a son to over rule the command of a father?  Since when did sons 

make the rules to be followed and obeyed?   What sense does it make for Yeshua, 

the Living manifestation of Torah and Elohim in human form to say, “You know 

all the Rules my Father laid out for you to obey?  Well, forget about ‘em. I’m 

calling the shots now; it’s a whole new ballgame.”  That would make YHWH: 

 

1) A Liar – It is impossible for Elohim to lie. (Num.23:19, Titus 1:2) He is 

always and forever the same. (Mal.3:6, Heb. 13:8)   

2) Double minded. The Scriptures talk about one who is double minded is 

unstable in all he does. (James 1:8)   

 



Is our Elohim a liar? Double minded? Unstable? If I may use an old catch phrase: 

“NOT!”  YHWH and Yahshua are “Echad” one in plurality (John 10:30, John 17) 

and Yeshua said “If you love me, you will keep my commandments.” (John 14:15) 

He is referring to the Torah. Yahshua’s commandments are no different than 

YHWH’s.  A couple of my personal mottos are, “If you don’t have Torah, you 

don’t have Messiah.” And, “A Messiah with out Torah is no Messiah at all.”  

Yahshua the Messiah is the Living Torah, the Light of the world.  A Messiah 

without the Torah is like a flashlight without batteries.  

 

The word “Torah” has been translated “Law”, and rightly so, but the root meaning 

is “Teachings” and “Instructions”.   So does it make any sense to say the Yahshua 

came to do away with YHWH’s Teachings and Instructions!?  Absolutely not!  If 

you went through survival training you wouldn’t get out there and say, “I’m not 

going to obey my survival instructors’ teachings, I’m going to pick and choose 

what I like that he taught and wing the rest.”  NO! Survival instructions are as 

LAW to you, it is your life!  You obey and live, or you ignore and die!  Didn’t 

Elohim say to Israel that the Torah was their life (Deut. 32:47)! 

 

 Shabbat Shalom and Shavuah Tov! 

-- Rabbi Yehudah 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


