
War Debrief IX: 

TORAH FOR THE REST OF US! 

Gaddiel ben Shomeyr 

 

 

We are Netsarim, but we are Judah, Gad, Benjamin. Some of us are even part of the mixed multitude 

(Ex. 12:38). We are Americans, Canadians, Germans, Asians and Puerto Ricans. We are jocks, hippies, 

rednecks, and goths. We are mechanics, merchants, and musicians. We like rock, classical, opera, 

country and rap. We are nerds, freaks and geeks. We are carnivores and vegans. We are young, old and 

every age in between. We live in the city, the country, the suburbs and in the boonies. We are 

melancholy, choleric and sanguine. We are tall, short, thick and thin. We are red, yellow, black and 

white. We are blonde, brunette, ginger and some of us even have blue hair! Our eyes are hazel, blue, 

green and brown. Some of us can see and some of us are blind, some have limbs and some have 

prosthetics. We are men and women, boys and girls. Some of us air dry our dishes, others towel dry. 

Some of us like sweet, some of us like sour. Some of us like spicy, some of us like the bland. Some of us 

like Shakespeare, some of us like Python. Some of us like Rembrandt others Salvadore Dali. We are all 

different and that’s okay! 

 

We are NOT robots, automatons or cyborgs. We are NOT carbon copies, or clones. We DO NOT come 

from the same mold, fabric or cookie cutter pattern. We do not live in the Givers “Community” or in 

Orwell’s 1984! We are like H2O; we are unique like snowflakes, yet we are all at the same time, snow. 

We are all human beings, we bleed red blood and thus we are all the same… yet, different. And that’s 

okay! That is what being “Echad” (One in Plurality) like our God is really all about! 

 

We all worship the same God, the same Messiah and keep the same Commandments, but we do not all 

keep them the exact same way and that’s okay! There is more than one way to keep a commandment. 

Take the mezuzah for example. Some use the traditional cylinder with the appropriate parchment inside 

and affix it to their door frame. Some hang a plaque, paint, chisel, or burn the verses into the doorframe 

and that’s fine too! 

 

So let us love each other, get over ourselves, cut each other some slack and find strength, unity and 

glory in our diversity! 

 

 

TORAH FOR THE REST OF US! 

 

We all keep the same Commandments but do not all necessarily have the same Halacha and that’s okay! 

 

Torah’s required, Halacha is optional. 

 



For they bind heavy burdens and grievous to be borne, and lay them on men's shoulders; but they 

themselves will not move them with one of their fingers… And he said, Woe unto you also, ye lawyers! 

for ye lade men with burdens grievous to be borne, and ye yourselves touch not the burdens with one of 

your fingers. Matt. 23:4, Luke 11:46 

 

…work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. – Philippians 2:12b 


