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The Golden Calf is one thing we are asked to remember (Deut. 9:7). This is one of 

the six remembrances that are recited everyday by Orthodox Jews after morning 

prayers. Why? Well, as the saying goes, “Those who forget the past are doomed to 

repeat it.” It’s to remind us how quickly we turn to other things when we think God 

is either not there are is dragging His feet. 

 

II Peter 3:9 The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; 

but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come 

to repentance. 

 

God is never late, sometimes early, but always on time. When in a scrape we try to 

move God’s hand to action ourselves, just as Abraham did when he took Hagar to 

have Ishmael. It also shows how quickly we are to fall back on old familiar pagan 

ways and how we try to synchronize new revelation with old religion, trying to link 

supernatural events to pagan ideas so as to make them more legitimate; Israel 

trying to link ADONAI with old Mesopotamian and Egyptian religions and gods. 

Just as Catholicism has taken the Roman Pantheon and changed their name to 

those of “saints.” This passage should remind us to cling more earnestly and 

zealously to the Torah seeing as we are so stiff-necked and prone to stray. We must 

understand and live in truth and not attempt to twist and interpret to serve our own 

selfish interests.  

 

HAFTARAH #21 

I KINGS 18:30-39 

The Torah Portion this week also shows how we even tend to take the “Johnny-

come-lately” religions such as the modernized new age, pagan forms of Kabbalah, 

scientology, etc. into the Faith to try and make connections and make it jive. 



As Moses and Elijah both stressed there is but One God, One Torah, One Lawgiver 

and One Faith and God didn’t leave anything out, so we need not search in an 

attempt to supplement or add to it. In the Haftarah, Elijah was combating Israel’s 

attraction and fascination to the (new to them) Canaanite religion of Ba’al. Oh how 

easy for Israel to embrace this deity and make it one and the same as ADONAI 

because Ba’al in Hebrew simply means lord or master. We see in the incident with 

the Golden Calf the same thing was tried with Egyptian religion. This brings me to 

another issue, that of ecumenicalism and how we try to make everyone’s god and 

religion one and the same with ours. One god, many different and legitimate paths 

to him. Like the Allah of Islam, we may have the same father in Abraham, but our 

deities are very different from each other. Allah is the old Arab moon god and not 

ADONAI. If anyone knows anything about the Koran and what it says about Allah 

there is no question that Allah and ADONAI are not the same deity. Allah can be 

fickle and change his mind and past revelations, whereas ADONAI the Tanak says 

changes not. I will agree that all roads lead to the same place in the end, and that is 

the Judgment seat of Messiah.  

 

BRIT CHADASHA #21 

In the Brit Chadasha we find an example of how pagans attempt to take things of 

God and make it fit their beliefs. Like a square peg in a round hole some though 

Rav Shaul and Barnabas Jupiter and Mercury. 

 

Acts 14:12 And they called Barnabas, Jupiter; and Paul, Mercurius, because he was the 

chief speaker. 

 

So indeed, the problem goes both ways. Let us be steadfast in the Faith, Torah and 

Messiah of ADONAI and turn neither to the right or left. 

 

Shabbat Shalom and Shavuah Tov! 

--Yehudah ben Shomeyr 

 



MEMORY VERSES: 

 

 And the LORD said unto Moses, Hew thee two tables of stone like unto the 

first: and I will write upon these tables the words that were in the first tables, 

which thou brakest. – Exd. 34:1 

 

 And when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces: and they said, 

The LORD, he is the God; the LORD, he is the God. – I Kings 18:39 

 

 But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are 

changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the 

Lord. – II Cor. 3:18 

 

 
 


