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Parashah # 4: Vayeira: “And He Appeared” 

B’reshit (Genesis) 18:1-22:24 

By: Yehudah ben Shomeyr 

 

Abraham Avinu (Abraham our Father) is the epitome of hospitality and 

compassion. So much so that angels and God Himself were eager to allow 

Abraham to be their host. 

 

Gen. 18:1 “And the LORD appeared unto him in the plains of Mamre: and he sat in the 

tent door in the heat of the day;” (KJV) 

 

We find Abraham in the opening passage sitting at the door of his tent in the heat 

of the day only 3 days after his circumcision, which is the most painful day after 

the circumcision. He see Avraham Avinu (Abraham our Father) is carrying on, 

business as usual. He is as Scripture and Tradition indicates, looking for strangers 

and sojourners to entertain. As we brought out in last week’s Parashah Abraham 

was a man of HOSPITALITY and Evangelism: 

 

“Gen. 13:18 Then Abram removed his tent, and came and dwelt in the plain of Mamre, 

which is in Hebron, and built there an altar unto the L-RD. (KJV) 

 

Abraham is well known in the Jewish and Muslim world for his hospitality. And 

you though Southern Hospitality was great. Well, you haven’t experienced 

hospitality until you have experienced it Middle Eastern style. They literally go out 

of their way sparing no expense to honor you as a guest. They slaughtered their 

fatted calf even if it meant that they later on would have to do without. You are 

pampered, treated like royalty. Your feet would be washed, the best food, drink, 

and dinner ware would be put out for you, and at the end of the evening you would 

have an undying faithful friend who would give his life for you if need be. But, on 

the flip side you certainly don’t want a Middle Easterner to be your enemy as you 

will see in Gen. 14.  

Jewish Legend and Traditions states that Abraham had the habit of opening all four 

corners of his tent to be able to see strangers coming from any direction so he 



could prepare entertain them. He would sit under the trees of Mamre waiting for 

passersby’s to entertain. We see a Scriptural example of this when he entertained 

the 3 strangers 3 days after his circumcision, which is the most painful day of the 

whole ordeal (Gen. 18). While he would entertain strangers he would in the 

process tell them of the One true God and thus he was also a MISSIONARY of 

sorts according to Talmud Sotah 10a.   

According to the Talmud (Bava Metzia 86b) God came to visit Abraham 3 days 

after his circumcision, which is the most painful day of healing from the procedure 

and the passage makes it clear that Abraham didn’t make his pain an excuse not to 

entertain his guests.  

 

Gen. 18:2 “And he lift up his eyes and looked, and, lo, three men stood by him: and when 

he saw them, he ran to meet them from the tent door, and bowed himself toward the 

ground,  

 3And said, My LORD, if now I have found favour in thy sight, pass not away, I pray thee, 

from thy servant:” (KJV) 

 

The Scriptures, no matter what version you choose to use is quite clear on the 

identification of who the strangers were despite what Jewish tradition may say they 

are. 

One of the 3 seems to be the leader of the group. And Abraham addresses Him as 

YHWH, God’s personal name. In the King James whenever the word LORD is 

capitalized this indicates that it is the Sacred Name. Many Jewish versions of 

Scripture will either have HaShem, meaning the Name, or Adonai, the Hebrew 

substitute for the Name YHWH. The other two men were angles we would see 

later get Lot and his family from Sodom and Gomorrah.  

Later we read of the famous account of Abraham’s willingness to sacrifice Isaac.  

HAFTARAH #4 

 

In II Kings 4:1-37, our Haftarah portion we read of the hospitality of the Shulamite 

woman to the Prophet Elisha and as a result of her kindness to this man of God she 

received her resurrected son back to her after he died from a mysterious headache. 



Reminding of us Abraham’s hospitality and his receiving Isaac back from what 

would have been a certain death. 

 

BRIT CHADASHA #4 

 

Our Brit Chadasha says: 

 
 

“Do to others as you would have them do to you” – Yeshua, Matthew 7:12 

 

 

Genuine kindness and hospitality goes a long way. You never know what you do 

that people will remember and unexpectedly come to your aid when a need arises. 

There is no question that things you do has a boomerang effect upon you. 

 

 
2Cor. 13:12 Greet one another with an holy kiss.  

 

 

In our culture, in the west a simple handshake will suffice, but the point is, make 

every human being feel special and important because they are made in the image 

of God and are just as special to Him as you are and you may never really know 

who it is your kindness and hospitality touch. 

 
Hebrews 13:2 Be not forgetful to entertain strangers: for thereby some have entertained 

angels unawares. 

 

Shabbat Shalom and Shavuah Tov! 

-- Yehudah ben Shomeyr 
 

MEMORY VERSES: 

 

 And Abraham said, My son, God will provide himself a lamb for a burnt 

offering: so they went both of them together. – Gen. 22:8 

 Thine handmaid hath not anything in the house, save a pot of oil.
 
Then he 

said, Go, borrow thee vessels abroad of all thy neighbours, even empty 

vessels; borrow not a few. 
 
And when thou art come in, thou shalt shut the 

door upon thee and upon thy sons, and shalt pour out into all those vessels, 

and thou shalt set aside that which is full. 
 
So she went from him, and shut 

the door upon her and upon her sons, who brought the vessels to her; and she 



poured out. 
 
And it came to pass, when the vessels were full, that she said 

unto her son, Bring me yet a vessel. And he said unto her, There is not a 

vessel more. And the oil stayed. – II Kings 4:2b-6 

 Be not forgetful to entertain strangers: for thereby some have entertained 

angels unawares. – Heb. 13:2 


