
RaYBaSH’s The Weekly Way 

Parashah #41: Pinchas 

B’Midbar (Numbers) 25:10-30:1 

By: Yehudah ben Shomeyr  

 

Numbers 27:1-11 Then came the daughters of Zelophehad, the son of Hepher, the son of 

Gilead, the son of Machir, the son of Manasseh, of the families of Manasseh the son of 

Joseph: and these are the names of his daughters; Mahlah, Noah, and Hoglah, and Milcah, 

and Tirzah. And they stood before Moses, and before Eleazar the priest, and before the 

princes and all the congregation, by the door of the tabernacle of the congregation, saying, 

Our father died in the wilderness, and he was not in the company of them that gathered 

themselves together against the LORD in the company of Korah; but died in his own sin, 

and had no sons. Why should the name of our father be done away from among his family, 

because he hath no son? Give unto us therefore a possession among the brethren of our 

father. And Moses brought their cause before the LORD. And the LORD spake unto 

Moses, saying, The daughters of Zelophehad speak right: thou shalt surely give them a 

possession of an inheritance among their father's brethren; and thou shalt cause the 

inheritance of their father to pass unto them. And thou shalt speak unto the children of 

Israel, saying, If a man die, and have no son, then ye shall cause his inheritance to pass 

unto his daughter. And if he have no daughter, then ye shall give his inheritance unto his 

brethren. And if he have no brethren, then ye shall give his inheritance unto his father's 

brethren. And if his father have no brethren, then ye shall give his inheritance unto his 

kinsman that is next to him of his family, and he shall possess it: and it shall be unto the 

children of Israel a statute of judgment, as the LORD commanded Moses.  

 

Adonai is the Lawgiver, He lays down the Law. The Scriptures tell us that God is 

the same Yesterday, Today and Forever, He is Adonai who does not change. This 

being said, can God be influenced to make special accommodations regarding a 

Law He has made? 

 

ABSOLUTELY! 

 

Our God, Adonai is a merciful God. This Torah portion tells us God takes unique 

situations on a case by case basis. 

 

The Torah Tells us that men get the inheritance of land, etc. But what if a man has 

no sons or other male relatives; but only daughters? If they marry, especially 

outside the tribe the land will go to their husband and his tribe and thus the dead 

man’s inheritance, his land and his name would be forever lost! 

 

Well this scenario happens in our Torah Portion this week. 



 

According to tradition Zelophehad was the man who was stoned for gathering 

wood on the Sabbath and all he had was daughters. So G-d made a ruling that in 

such a situation that the inheritance may go to the daughters. 

 

Our Haftarah portion tells us of Elijah taking on an apprentice, Elisha (I Kings 

19:19-21). Though Elijah will instruct Elisha in everything he knows, after Elijah 

leaves Elisha will encounter unique situations Elijah didn’t cover. Just as Moses 

consulted Adonai about the daughters of Zelophehad, Elisha will look to Adonai to 

give him divine guidance and to show him His will. 

 

In Acts 15 we see Gentiles coming into the Natsari Jewish faith in droves and it 

creates a problem in regards to Torah Observance, so with the wisdom of God they 

give the Gentiles four simple laws to follow until they learn and will be expected to 

keep all the commandments of Torah that apply to them, which the process took 1-

3 years depending on the synagogue Torah reading cycle. 

 

 
Act 15:20-21   But that we write unto them, that they abstain from pollutions of idols, and 

[from] fornication, and [from] things strangled, and [from] blood.   For Moses of old time 

hath in every city them that preach him, being read in the synagogues every sabbath day. 

 

Shabbat Shalom and Shavuah Tov! 

-- Yehudah ben Shomeyr 
 


