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Parashah # 46 Eikev: “Because”  
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By: Yehudah ben Shomeyr  

 

 

Deut. 7:11-20 

 

This Torah portion speaks of the grave danger of prosperity. Prosperity has the 

potential to make one forget about God and His Torah. Prosperity is a wonderful 

and great thing, a blessing when we practice gratitude and acknowledge such good 

fortune ALWAYS comes by the hand of ADONAI and regardless of how 

prosperity may meet our needs; we are still nonetheless always utterly dependent 

upon God.  

 

In our modern day religious circles we see the glam and the bling, bling of 

charismatic religious icons and Jesus becomes their cash cow, and they say 

everyone can have a piece of this “Jesus pie” but their ministry ends up being just 

another media version of an amusement park complete with roadies, carnies and 

the snake oil salesmen. This my friends is the dangerous Christian doctrine of the 

“wealth, health and prosperity” crowd. 

 

 

HAFTARAH #46 

 

Isa. 49:14-51:3 

 

This Haftarah portion seems in many ways to balance out the Torah portion where 

I remind the reader that we ought not to think of ourselves as “all that” and self-

reliant, but instead be humble and realize we are nothing without God and yet our 

Torah Portion seems to say the opposite while at the same time creating the same 

effect: HUMILITY, in that we are all the pinnacle and most cherished of the 

created order. 

 

 

BRIT CHADASHA #46 

 

Isa. 49:16 Behold, I have graven thee upon the palms of my hands; thy walls are 

continually before me. 

 



John 15:13 Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his 

friends. 

 

Where were the nails placed on Yeshua? Near the palms. The verse in Isaiah also 

reminds me of the nails that were driven in Yeshua’s hands and feet, all out of love 

for us. But we are more than just friends of Messiah, we are His Bride (Eph. 5:22-

27, II Cor. 11:2, Rev. 9:7-9; 21:1-2). This indeed is humbling to meditate upon. 

 

Luke 18:9-14 This the famous parable about the Pharisee and the Publican, 

regarding the matter of humility. This parable brings home the point of not 

thinking more of ourselves than we truly are for the Scriptures says in the end our 

righteousness, our works alone without faith or love is nothing more than 

menstrual rags and that in HIM we live move and have our being so we have no 

bragging rights in and of ourselves alone. So at the end of this story who does God 

pat on the back? The Torah Observant Jew whose only sin is pride? Or the 

Torahless, Hellenistic Jew who has broke almost every Torah command and the 

only thing he got right is his humility before the Almighty Yah? The latter, the 

Publican who seen himself through God’s eyes. 

 

 

Shabbat Shalom and Shavuah Tov! 

-- Yehudah ben Shomeyr 

 

 

 

 

 
 


