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Eleazar only has a snippet in the Torah, in a movie it would pretty much be a one 

liner. But this behind the scenes character, this unsung hero gives us one of the 

greatest examples of the meaning of a servant and plays a pivotal role in the lives 

of the Patriarchs.  

 

Eleazar had been Abraham Avinu’s (Abraham our Father’s) servant from the get 

go and though it doesn’t say, I suspect strongly that they developed a father-son 

type relationship, because for nearly 100 years Abraham had no heir and I don’t 

know how long Eleazar had been with Abraham, let’s say just 30 years, no doubt 

their relationship went beyond slave-master, employer-employee relationship. 

 

In the Middle East if a man had no son, daughters or close relatives the head 

servant would become heir to all his master owned. Eleazar could have thought 

within himself that surely Abraham’s entire estate would definitely be his, just give 

Abraham approximately 10 more years of life and it would all be his. He could 

have become angry, bitter and jealous when Ishmael and Isaac came along. 

Knowing now that all hope of inheriting Abraham’s goods would never happen 

now. HE could have urged Ishmael to kill Isaac and them he would do Ishmael in 

and make it look like an accident and he’d be back in the running as heir to 

Abraham’s wealth. HE could have plotted to kill Abraham and Sarah. HE could 

have done all of this, but, NO! Eleazar loved Abraham, so much so that he was 

circumcised for him when God commanded the whole household, slave and all to 

be circumcised. Eleazar loved Abraham as a father and at the same time knew his 

place as a servant and he clearly, by this passage had Avraham and Isaac’s best 

interests in mind. 

 

HE could have gotten Abraham back by choosing a rotten wife for Isaac, but he 

didn’t. He actually pleaded for Divine intervention to pick just the right wife for 

Isaac. 

 

Wow! What a Guy! What a Servant! Help like that, loyalty like that is nearly 

impossible to find these days. 

 

Oh, if we all were servants at heart like Eleazar, maybe we could hasten the 

coming of Messiah and end this exile! 



 

HAFTARAH #5 

 

Nathan Ha Navi (The Prophet), in I Kings 1:1-31, our Haftarah Portion this week, 

though not next in line to the throne or anything, was a servant like Eleazar who 

had the king and his families best interests at heart and further still, God’s interests 

too. 

 

Despite times David Ha Melek (the King) refused to heed Nathan’s words and paid 

dearly for it, Nathan never took it personally or said, “I told you so.” Nor did he 

wish for David’s demise as a result of David’s disobedience. No, like Eleazar in 

our Torah Portion he sought Divine help and did all he could to secure the best 

future for David, God’s chosen kingly line. This Adoniyah’s coup attempt had 

failed and Sholomo was installed as king and ushered in the Golden Era for Israel. 

 

BRIT CHADASHA #5 

 

In Acts 15:35-40 and II Timothy 4:11 where we take out Brit Chadasha portion 

from this week we see that the Sheliakim (Apostles) do not give us much detail so 

we can only guess why Rav Sha’ul (Apostle Paul) and Silas parted ways. Some say 

it was all because of Yochannon (John)-Mark Some say Rav Sha’ul thought Mark 

was to green or he lacked what it took to bear up under the hard missionary 

journeys, who knows? But regardless Rav Sha’ul and Silas split up and Silas took 

Yochannon-Mark with him. 

 

Now Rav Sha’ul could have become bitter over the situation and harbored a 

negative opinion of Silas and Yochannon-Mark, but he didn’t. Apparently, 

somehow Rav Sha’ul kept tabs on young Yochannon-Mark and seen he’d proven 

himself to be a mighty worker for the Kingdom, so much so that Rav Sha’ul while 

in prison asked for him by name, praising his profitableness unto him. Here Rav 

Sha’ul displayed a humble, servant-like heart. 
 

Shabbat Shalom and Shavuah Tov! 

-- Yehudah ben Shomeyr 
 

MEMORY VERSES: 
 

 And he said, Blessed be the LORD God of my master Abraham, who hath not 

left destitute my master of his mercy and his truth: I being in the way, 

the LORD led me to the house of my master's brethren. – Gen. 24:27 



 As the LORD liveth, that hath redeemed my soul out of all distress. – I Kings 

1:29b 

 I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith. – 

II Tim. 4:7 


