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There’s Men, and Then There’s Men.  
 

I grew up in a part of the country where the men went hunting, fishing, working on 

cars, and their lives consisted of work, sports and TV. If this didn’t describe you, if 

this wasn’t what you were about, then you weren’t a real man.  

 

Guys who liked books, music, the arts, cooking, being a stay at home Dad, and the 

like were seen as, less than, pansies, wimps, wusses, girly men, even “queers” 

“fags” and effeminate. If you said, “I am a lover, not a fighter.” You were 

considered a wimp. 

 

The scene is slowly changing but predominantly in this culture men are tough, 

silent, they show little affection and they don’t cry. Guys who cry and are very 

expressive with their feelings are considered feminine and weak.  

 

However, this is not a Scriptural view of manhood. There are two types of men 

seen in the Scripture. Both are men, both are legitimate expressions of manhood 

and both are needed and have a place in this world and are needed to make the 

world go round. 

 

Compare: 

 

 Cain and Abel – Cain was the rough and tumble one, and Able the meek 

mistaken for weak kind of guy.  

 Ishmael and Isaac – Ishmael loved to hunt with the bow like Esau, Isaac 

was found among the fields praying. 

 Esau and Jacob – Esau was the hairy brutish hunter and Jacob like to stay 

home and cook. 

 Joseph and His Brothers – Joseph was a Daddies boy; the other brothers 

were the cowboy, Conan the Barbarian type.  

 

 

One is like the Marlboro man, the other like Gandhi. 

 



Notice they were all men, brothers and Jews (Ishmael was circumcised with 

Abraham and many documents consider him a Jew). Notice too they were like 

night and day. Notice in the texts that God predominately chooses the one today’s 

world considered weak and feminine to lead the people and carry on the Covenant. 

Also notice they could be scrappers when called upon. Like when Jacob wrestled 

the Angel of the LORD and won! 

 

I also think of King David who seemed to be equally both. He was a lover, a poet 

and a warrior king. Moshe was humble and meek, but he got ticked off and Israel 

had to receive the brunt of his temper. I know Judah Maccabee and his clan, being 

Levitical Priest were mild mannered until they had to become Guerilla Militia men 

to save Israel. 

 

Before Eve came along, God made Adam and for there to be God, Adam, and 

eventually Eve, this means God had to have masculine and feminine qualities to 

create Adam, and to have Eve come from him, must have at first been created with 

feminine qualities.  

 

The real and holy Kabbalah, not the Hollywood Madonna kind, elaborates on God 

having both masculine and feminine qualities. For instance some words for God 

and His attributes are in the masculine in Hebrew, and some words, like the Ruach 

Ha Kodesh (Holy Spirit) are in the feminine gender in the Hebrew language. So 

having said that, I believe there is a feminine side to men as well as a masculine 

side to women, obviously one dominates the other in a specific gender, but either 

traits come out when needed. 

 

Because Western cultures perception of what a man is, I feel it has made Abel’s, 

Isaac’s, Jacob’s and Joseph’s of the world feel less than, or not quite a man, and 

some, it may have even pushed some toward homosexuality. 

 

I am an Abel, Isaac, Jacob and Joseph and I grew up and was teased and 

persecuted by the Cain’s, Ishmael’s, and Esau’s of the world and made to feel like 

a sissy and a wuss. 

 

When I discovered this dual view of what a man is in Scripture I know and am 

proud that God made me the way I am for a purpose and it had to do greatly with 

my calling in life as a Rabbi who must be in touch with emotions and things most 

“macho guys” would consider feminine. 

 



Sometimes as parents we are blinded to our children’s faults. In our Torah portion 

Isaac in this case was doubly blinded, physically and spiritually to the faults of 

Esau. He allowed his emotions to get in his way of seeing Jacob and Esau for who 

they really were. 

 

On the surface Jacob may have looked like a girly-man; cooking and such like a 

woman, and Esau a mighty worker and hunter, providing for his family as a man 

should… or so is the ludicrous stigma.  

 

HAFTARAH # 6 

 

Malachi 1:1-2:7 

 

Malachi 1:1 The burden of the word of the LORD to Israel by Malachi.  

 2I have loved you, saith the LORD. Yet ye say, Wherein hast thou loved us? Was not Esau 

Jacob's brother? saith the LORD: yet I loved Jacob,  

 3And I hated Esau, and laid his mountains and his heritage waste for the dragons of the 

wilderness.  

 4Whereas Edom saith, We are impoverished, but we will return and build the desolate 

places; thus saith the LORD of hosts, They shall build, but I will throw down; and they 

shall call them, The border of wickedness, and, The people against whom the LORD hath 

indignation for ever.  

 5And your eyes shall see, and ye shall say, The LORD will be magnified from the border of 

Israel.  

 

Here the prophet Malachi sees what Isaac couldn’t at the time. He says what Jacob 

and Esau were to become. 

 

 

BRIT CHADASHA # 6 

 
Matt. 26:33-34 Peter answered and said unto him, Though all [men] shall be offended 

because of thee, [yet] will I never be offended. Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, 

That this night, before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice. 

 

 



Matt. 16:18 And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build 

my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 

 

 

John 21:15-17 So when they had dined, Jesus saith to Simon Peter, Simon, [son] of Jonas, 

lovest thou me more than these? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love 

thee. He saith unto him, Feed my lambs. He saith to him again the second time, Simon, 

[son] of Jonas, lovest thou me? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee. 

He saith unto him, Feed my sheep. He saith unto him the third time, Simon, [son] of Jonas, 

lovest thou me? Peter was grieved because he said unto him the third time, Lovest thou 

me? And he said unto him, Lord, thou knowest all things; thou knowest that I love thee. 

Jesus saith unto him, Feed my sheep. 

 

 

Just like Kefa (Peter), many seen a bag of hot air who always got his foot stuck in 

his mouth. Who was all talk and no action and when it came down to it he denied 

even know the Moshiach Yeshua. But Yeshua saw a Rock, when others saw one 

weak in the knees. 

 

 

MEMORY VERSES: 

 

 Then Isaac sowed in that land, and received in the same year an 

hundredfold: and the LORD blessed him. 
 
And the man waxed great, and 

went forward, and grew until he became very great. – Gen. 26:12-13 

 If ye will not hear, and if ye will not lay it to heart, to give glory unto my 

name, saith the LORD of hosts, I will even send a curse upon you, and I will 

curse your blessings: yea, I have cursed them already, because ye do not lay 

it to heart. – Mal. 2:2 

 And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build 

my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. - Matt. 16:18 

 

 

Shabbat Shalom and Shavuah Tov! 

-- Yehudah ben Shomeyr 
 


