
There is No Lull in Elul 
By Rabbi Yehudah ben Shomeyr 

 

Lev. 23:24-32 Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, In the seventh month, in 

the first [day] of the month, shall ye have a sabbath, a memorial of blowing of 

trumpets, an holy convocation. Ye shall do no servile work [therein]: but ye shall 

offer an offering made by fire unto the LORD. And the LORD spake unto Moses, 

saying, Also on the tenth [day] of this seventh month [there shall be] a day of 

atonement: it shall be an holy convocation unto you; and ye shall afflict your souls, 

and offer an offering made by fire unto the LORD. And ye shall do no work in that 

same day: for it [is] a day of atonement, to make an atonement for you before the 

LORD your God. For whatsoever soul [it be] that shall not be afflicted in that same 

day, he shall be cut off from among his people. And whatsoever soul [it be] that 

doeth any work in that same day, the same soul will I destroy from among his 

people. Ye shall do no manner of work: [it shall be] a statute for ever throughout 

your generations in all your dwellings. It [shall be] unto you a sabbath of rest, and 

ye shall afflict your souls: in the ninth [day] of the month at even, from even unto 

even, shall ye celebrate your sabbath. 

 

Once summer hits its peak and the roller coaster begins its decent from the crest of 

the big hill, the summer solstice has passed and the days get noticeable shorter, 

there is a slight hint of a change in the weather. You know the solar year is 

beginning to wind down. 

 

When Tish B’Av comes to the Lunar Calendar; the time when us Jews mourn the 

loss of both the first and second Temple, there is a noticeable change in the 

spiritual weather. The Hebraic year starts to wind to a close as well and everything 

seems to shift in the soul. You begin to stop and realize that it was because of 

Selfishness and Idolatry that the first Temple was destroyed, and it was because of 

the Cooling and Callusing of the heart that the second Temple was destroyed and 

in both cases there was a failure to keep the marriage contract of Torah that sent us 

into exile. Even to this day one really begins to feel the impact of what it is to be a 

Jew. 

 

Just as at Pesach (Passover) we are commanded to retell the story of the exodus in 

the first person as if it happened to us personally. And just as when the Torah was 

given to at Mount Sinai, we are taught that we were there to hear and receive the 

Torah through the DNA of our ancestors. The same holds true with Tish’BAv 

onward. You think, “I am in exile because of my sins.” And as a Netzari Jew, the 



line of Thinking progresses to say, “And it was my sins that nailed Yeshua to that 

exocution stake!” 

 

Once Tish B’Av has passed and the month of Elul is inaugurated a Jew can’t help 

but feel the weighty awe and solemness of the season. To remember that Elul leads 

to the New Year (Rosh Hashanah, the Feast of Trumpets) and that leads us to Yom 

Kippur (the Day of Atonement), the single most solemn day of the entire year; a 

day when even non-practicing Jews get Jewish. A day when the Levitical Priests of 

days gone by would enter the Holy of Holies in the Temple and sprinkle the blood 

on the Ark of the Covenant, G-d’s Throne on Earth, to confess and make 

atonement for sin on behalf of all Israel. The time of the season when it is said that 

the Books in Heaven are open and G-d balances the Books and sets all the accounts 

and seals the events for the New Year, one can’t help but be in silent awe. One 

can’t help recoiling into oneself to take spiritual inventory of the year that has just 

gone by. 

 

After the last apple is dipped in honey to symbolize a sweet start to the New Year 

is eaten and once everyone has been greeted with, “La Shannah Tova!”, and once 

the last blast of the Shofar has sounded one is left hearing the reverberating echo in 

the soul that acts as a supernatural alarm clock that shakes and wakes the soul from 

its summer slumber. 

 

One begins to see the leaves on the trees begin to drain of color from a hearty, 

thick, rich, lush, green, to a pail sickly yellow, as if the trees are even in awe of the 

impending Judgment of Yom Kippur. One begins to truly understand the phrase, 

“turning over a new leaf”. 

 

You see, during the month of Elul, we have 30 days to take an account of the entire 

year. To replay those security tapes in our brains, to try and recall if we have 

wronged anyone in anyway. To make a list of things we need to make right. To 

make a list of people we need to seek forgiveness from and make amends with. It 

is such a humbling and beautiful thing. 30 days to make sure everything is right 

between me and my fellow man. Then comes Rosh Hashanah, the New Year, the 

Feast of Trumpets, which on the one hand anticipates a great and fresh New Year, 

and on the other hand is a shaking to the core. For the shofar blast has announced 

the 10 Days of Awe; a time of getting nitty gritty, a time of getting down to 

business with the All Mighty G-d. Once you’re cleaned the slate with your fellow 

man one can channel every ounce of energy, focusing on their personal 

relationship with G-d and making things right between you and Him. 

 



Once Yom Kippur arrives the Books in Heaven are closed and the unrepentant are 

blotted out and the repentant are sealed for a sweet new year, and those that 

straddle the fence has one last change to repent. 

 

Yom Kippur has been marked by a day of mourning, chest beating, fasting and 

confessing ones sins. It’s the saddest, most somber day on the Hebrew Calendar. 

But have you noticed that in the English language the word Atonement symbolizes 

the potential of that day? At-One-ment.  For this reason I have come to make it one 

of the most festive days of the year. For if I’ve truly spent Elul making things right 

between me and my neighbor, and if I’ve truly spent the 10 days of Awe making 

sure things are right between me and G-d, then even though I’m denying myself of 

food and other luxuries as the Scripture commands (Lev.23:27) I can be so busy 

thanking and praising G-d for His mercy, grace and forgiveness, that I won’t have 

to time to think of food, sex or other things I have been commanded to abstain 

from for that day. I won’t have to mope around mournfully because my business 

has already been taken care of. HalleluYah! Glory be to HaShem! I can look 

forward to a clean slate and a fresh start to the New Year. Now I can focus on the 

plans and dreams G-d has for me for Him! 

 

This Elul, this Rosh Hashanah take care of business. Don’t treat Yom Kippur like 

April 15
th
 and wait till the last minute and rush to get the paperwork done. This 

year don’t beat your chest and hang your head low on Yom Kippur. Instead, be 

ready ahead of time to wave your hands in the air and hold your head toward 

heaven in praise and thanks to G-d for His Goodness, His Loving-Kindness, His 

mercy that endures forever and are new every morning. 

 

Shalom and LaShanah Tova! 

 

-- Rabbi Yehudah 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rosh HaShannah 

Shofar so Good! 
By Rabbi Yehudah ben Shomeyr 

 



Lev. 23:23-25 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, Speak unto the children 

of Israel, saying, In the seventh month, in the first [day] of the month, shall ye have 

a sabbath, a memorial of blowing of trumpets, an holy convocation. Ye shall do no 

servile work [therein]: but ye shall offer an offering made by fire unto the LORD. 

 

Every time I hear that shofar at Rosh Hashanah it’s as if time stands still. Chills run 

up and down my spine as a sense of holiness cleanses and even stops time for that 

brief moment. I can easily see why the Rabbi’s and sages say the sound of the 

shofar actually scares Satan away. 

 

I bask in the echo of that rams horn. I close my eyes and take a deep breath and 

prepare myself to spiritually meet my G-d. For this starts the 10 Days of Awe 

leading up to Yom Kippur. A time where I make sure things are right between me 

and G-d. 

 

As I hear and see the shofar on Rosh Hashanah I am reminded of who I am to be 

this and every year. 

 

I am to be like a ram’s horn, I am to be like a shofar. 

 

Once a ram’s horn is cut off from the head of the ram it begins a grueling process 

to become a shofar. An instrument used for combat becomes a claxon to call one to 

combat ones self. It becomes a spiritual alarm clock to wake the slumbering soul. It 

becomes a too one uses to send a message of repentance and salvation to the 

world! 

 

First, the ram’s horn is gutted of all of the gunk that is inside it. You can’t just cut 

of a ram’s horn and immediately start blowing and expect to hear a sound; it’s 

stopped up. It is like us before G-d can use us as His mouth piece. He needs to 

clean us out of all of the gunk that is inside our lives that stops us from making a 

sound for Him. 

 

Next, after the ram’s horn is hallowed out, it is buffed and polished. For G-d to use 

me and get all the glory He has to put the finishing touches on me too. 

 

And when one blows a shofar, what is it filled with to make a sound? Wind! Wind 

in Hebrew is Ruach, which also means spirit. We need to be filled with the Ruach 

Ha Kodesh, the Holy Spirit of G-d to be able to make a sound. 

 



When G-d created man, didn’t He breath into Adam’s nostrils the “breath”, the 

“ruach” of life (Gen. 2:7)!? Ruach, breath, wind, in Judaism is also synonymous 

with and symbolic of wisdom. To be used as His mouth piece, to share His 

message with mankind for His Glory we need to resound with a clear sound of 

wisdom for us to truly be heard. 

 

Also there must be focus. You just can’t put your mouth on a shofar and blow and 

all you’ll get is a sound like when one puts their ear to a conch shell. If I am 

blowing into a shofar and no sound is coming out, what kind of “ruach” is being 

heard through me? I’ll tell you, nothing but hot air! And does anyone want to listen 

to some one who’s blowing of hot air? Does G-d get any glory from a bunch of hot 

air? No, never! 

 

To make a pure clear sound one must focus ones lips and blow into the shofar a 

certain way. As a shofar, I must be focused to be able to channel G-d’s “ruach” 

through me so I can make a pure, clear sound so His message can be heard loud 

and clear through me for His glory. 

 

The shofar has many uses. Very specific sounds send a very specific message.  

 

I Cor. 14:8 For if the trumpet give an uncertain sound, who shall prepare himself to 

the battle? 

 

Shofars were used to call meetings together, to announce war, etc. But on Rosh 

Hashanah what message does G-d want to sound through me for the people to 

hear? The sound of Teshuvah (Repentance); for Rosh Hashanah, the Feast of 

Trumpets, leads to up to Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement, the day that’s all 

about repentance. 

 

The blast of the shofar on Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur is very specific and 

embodies the process of repentance. There is a blast that awakens the soul. 

Followed by a series of broken wailing, sobbing sounds, topped off with a peaceful 

mellow steady blast of praise. 

 

This Rosh Hashanah ask G-d to make you His shofar, to lead others to Him, and to 

bring glory to our Creator. 

 

Shalom and Lashanah Tova! 

 

-- Rabbi Yehudah 



 

Yom Teruah (Rosh HaShannah) Timeline 
By Rabbi Yehudah bens homey 

 

 Lev. 23:23-25 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,  

 24Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, In the seventh month, in the first day 

of the month, shall ye have a sabbath, a memorial of blowing of trumpets, an holy 

convocation.  

 25Ye shall do no servile work therein: but ye shall offer an offering made by fire 

unto the LORD.  

We are commanded by YHWH to celebrate Yom Teruah. 

 Gen. 1:1 In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth 

John 1:1-3 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 

Word was God.  

 2The same was in the beginning with God.  

 3All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was 

made.  

About 6000 years ago G-d gave birth, through His Spoken Word, to the earth and 

all we see and know. 

 Gen. 22:1-2, 11-14 And it came to pass after these things, that God did tempt 

Abraham, and said unto him, Abraham: and he said, Behold, here I am.  

 2And he said, Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get 

thee into the land of Moriah; and offer him there for a burnt offering upon one of 

the mountains which I will tell thee of.  

1And the angel of the LORD called unto him out of heaven, and said, Abraham, 

Abraham: and he said, Here am I.  

 12And he said, Lay not thine hand upon the lad, neither do thou any thing unto 

him: for now I know that thou fearest God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, 

thine only son from me.  



 13And Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold behind him a ram 

caught in a thicket by his horns: and Abraham went and took the ram, and offered 

him up for a burnt offering in the stead of his son.  

 14And Abraham called the name of that place Jehovahjireh: as it is said to this 

day, In the mount of the LORD it shall be seen.  

About 4000 years ago Avraham Avinu offered his son Isaac to YHWH. But before 

the sacrifice could be made, a ram was given to Avraham by G-0d in place of his 

son Isaac. And tradition states that the ram had two horns a small one which was 

given to Avraham to use as a shofar, and a larger one which G-d took and will use 

to herald the coming of the Messiah. 

 

 John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, 

that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 

 

Heb. 9:26 For then must he often have suffered since the foundation of the world: 

but now once in the end of the world hath he appeared to put away sin by the 

sacrifice of himself. 

 

About 2000 years ago G-d offered up His Son Yeshua in our place as a permanent 

sacrifice for sin. On the same mountain Avraham offered up Isaac. Yeshua is the 

Lamb of G-d who takes away the sins of the world. 

 Rev. 20:11-12 11And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from 

whose face the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was found no place 

for them.  

 12And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were 

opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were 

judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their 

works.  

I John 1:9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and 

to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

It is believed that today the books in heaven are opened and we are judged 

according to our righteousness. Therefore we must take inventory of our lives and 

repent and ask for forgiveness.  



 I Thess. 4:16-17 For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a 

shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the 

dead in Christ shall rise first:  

 17Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in 

the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.  

I Cor. 15:51-52  Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall 

all be changed,  

 52In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall 

sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.  

Sometime in the future we will hear a shofar blast to call all those dead and alive 

who are cleansed, forgiven and ready to meet G-d and be with Him forever. One 

day we will celebrate Rosh HaShannah – Yom Teruah not in this home but in our 

Heavenly Fathers Home. 

 

Shalom, L’Shanah Tovah! 

-- Rabbi Yehudah 

 
 

 

 

 

 

ROSH HASHANNAH 

THE AKEIDAH 
 

 

Summary:   

 

Ch18: G-D and a couple of angles visit Avraham in the guise of 3 strangers.  And 

despite Avraham still healing up from his circumcision at age 99, he doesn’t 

hesitate to be a good host and serve his guests as was his custom.  Here G-D 

promises Avraham that a year from now that he’ll have a son, the promised one 

through his wife Sarah. 

 



Here G-d reveals to Avraham His intentions to destroy Sodom and Gomorrah.  

Avraham tries to bargain with G-D not to destroy the city if there be 10 righteous 

people in it, but to no avail.  No such 10 were found.  

 

 Ch19:  However, G-D dispatches his two angels to get Lot and his family out 

before He destroys it.  While there the men of the city mob Lots house in an 

attempt to cease and rape his heavenly guests.  While trying to negotiate with the 

mob the angels strike the men with blindness. 

 

Lot and his family flee the city to a cave, and his wife on the way looks back 

despite the command not to and is turned into a pillar of salt. 

 

For fear of not finding husbands and procreating, Lots two daughters get him 

drunk and they end up becoming pregnant by him, to produce 2 of Israel’s greatest 

enemies:  The Ammonites and the Moabites. 

 

Ch 20:  Avraham moves to Gerar where the Philistine King Avimelech takes Sarah 

into his harem honestly thinking it was Avraham’s sister.  But G-d reveals the truth 

to Avimelech in a dream and warns him to give her back of die!  Avimelech 

confronts Avraham about this and Avraham explains that he lied for fear of being 

killed for Sarah on account of her beauty. 

 

Ch.21:  Yitzhak is born.  Hagar and Ishmael are expelled, yet G-D saves them and 

promises to make Ishmael into a great man. 

 

Ch 22:  Avraham attempts to sacrifice Yitzhak upon G-D’s command. 

 

Avraham gets word that a daughter has been born unto his nephew Bethuel, which 

is Rivkah, Yitzhak’s future wife!  

 

A devout Jew reads this passage every morning during Shacharit (Morning) 

prayers.  It’s called the Akeidah (The Binding):  It begins as such: 

 

Our G-d and G-d of our forefathers, remember us with a favorable memory before 

You, and recall us with a recollection of salvation and mercy from the primeval 

loftiest heavens.  Remember on our behalf – O Hashem, our G-d- the love of the 

patriarches, Avraham, Yitzhak and Israel, Your servants; the covenant, the 

kindness, and the oath that You swore to our father Avraham at Mount Moriah, 

and the Akeidah, when he bound his son Yitzhak atop the altar, as it is written in 

Your Torah:  



 

(Read Gen. 22:1-19 and Drash as you go) 

 

22:1 “Tested” comes from the Hebrew word for a banner that you lift up for all to 

see.  Thus, the Sages of Blessed memory, Peace be upon them, said, “G-D 

“elevated” Avraham, trial upon trial, greatness after greatness.” 

 

Rabbi Jonathan said, “A potter does not examine defective vessels, because he 

cannot give them a single blow without breaking them.  What then does he 

examine?  Only sound vessels, for he will not break them even with many blows.  

Similarly the Holy One, Blessed be He, tests not the wicked but the righteous.” 

 

(Read James 1:2-4; 12-13: About trials and tests) G-D tests, not tempts. 

 

V.2    “Only” (Read Jn.3:16).  “bring him up there as an offering…”  Literally: 

“Lift him up” Jn.8:28 says: “When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you 

will know that I am he…” Didn’t Yeshua say in Jn.12:32 that if He be lifted up, 

He’d draw all men unto him? 

“…one of the Mountains” G-d is VERY specific.  He was referring to Mt. Moriah, 

because Mount Moriah IS Mt. Calvary, the same place the Red Heifer was reduced 

to ashes, and the same place Yeshua was crucified!  

 

V.3a (Read Mt. 21:6-9: The Triumphal Entry) “This is the same donkey Moses 

rode into Egypt (Ex.4:20) and the same one Messiah will arrive on (Zech. 9:9).”  - 

Mishnah 

“Two young men” Traditionally said to be Eliazar Avraham’s servant, and Ishmael 

is son by Hagar.  They were in essence the two witnesses, and represented the two 

thieves on the cross next to Yeshua. 

 

V.4   Despite what G-D told Avraham in verse 2, he believed Yitzhak would return 

with him.  Notice the “WE” statements. (Read Heb. 11:17-19) 

3 days:  Traditionally it is said that Satan tempted and tried to trick Avraham and 

Yitzhak to try to either stop or invalidate the sacrifice.  Same thing happed to 

Yeshua in the wilderness after his Mikvah. 

“Afar off”:  Avraham saw the future sacrifice of Messiah. (Read Jn. 8:56-58 

 

V.6 Jn19:17 “And He (Yeshua) bearing his cross went forth into the place called: 

the Skull, which in Hebrew is called Golgotha…”  This is the same as Mt. Moriah. 

“Went together” Amos 3:3 “How can two walk together unless they be in 

agreement?” 



V.7-8 Mt.26:39 “O my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me:  

nevertheless not as I will, but as Thou wilt.” 

When Yitzhak knew he’d be the sacrifice he said, “As the L-RD lives and as thy 

soul lives, there is nothing in my heart to cause me to deviate either to the right or 

left from the word that G-D has spoken to thee.  Neither limb nor muscle hath 

moved or stirred on account of this.  But I am joyful and cheerful of heart in this 

matter, and I say, “Blessed is the L-RD who has this day chosen me to be a burnt 

offering before Him.” 

 

“G-D will seek out (take out “for”) HIMSELF, THE LAMB for the offering.”  

Here G-D says not only that He will provide but He Himself will be the sacrifice, 

and indeed He was in Yeshua Ha Moshiach! 

 

“And the two of them went together.”  They are still in agreement. 

 

V.9 “The place…”  G-d again is VERY specific to where He wants this done.  G-D 

must have been a realtor, “Location, Location, Location” was so important in all 

He did.  

“Built and altar there…”  “Avraham did build, while Yitzhak handed him stones 

and mortar until they finished erecting the altar.”  -Legends of the Bible 

“He bound Yitzhak…” 

Avraham 137 yrs. 

Yitzhak 37yrs. 

Yeshua 30’s also 

Yitzhak MUST have been a willing sacrifice.  A 37 yr old can easily overtake and 

escape from a 137 yr old if he wanted to. 

We too must be a willing sacrifice for G-D. “Present your bodies as a living 

sacrifice, holy and acceptable unto G-D which is your reasonable act of worship.” 

Rom.12:1  

Legends of the Bible says that Yitzhak said this: “Father, make haste, bare thine 

arm, and bind my hands and feet securely, for I am a young man, but 37 years of 

age, and thou and old man.  When I behold the slaughtering knife in thy hand, I 

may perhaps begin to tremble at the sight and push against thee, for the desire unto 

life is bold.  Also I may do myself injury and make myself unfit to be sacrificed.  I 

adjure you therefore my father, make haste, execute the will of the Creator, and 

delay not.  Turn up thy garments, gird thy loins, and after thou hast slaughtered me, 

burn me to fine ashes.” 

 

As in verse 3, Yitzhak was to be a “Burnt Offering” an “Olah” the highest order of 

Levitical sacrifices. 



 

1. The throat was slit. 

2. Blood was caught and sprinkled on the Altar. 

3. The Body was divided into pieces as prescribed by Oral Torah. 

4. The pieces were placed on the Altar. 

5. The pieces were wholly consumed by fire and reduced to ashes. 

 

None of this, “Plunging the knife into the heart” stuff you see in Christian 

paintings of the Akeidah. 

Avraham was not only going to slit his son’s throat from ear to ear, but was going 

to disembowel and dismember his own son, THEN he was going to burn him to 

ashes!   And as it says in Hebrews 11:17-19, Avraham believed G-D would 

resurrect Yitzhak from that!  The Shulamite woman in II Kings 4 believed that 

through Elisha HaNavi her boy (who like Yitzhak and like Yeshuah was of a 

miraculous birth) could be resurrected!  

 

Before the Akeidah, Avraham was said to have asked G-D: “Am I fit to perform 

the sacrifice, am I a priest?  Ought rather the High Priest Shem to do it?”  G-D 

replied: “When thou wilt arrive at THE place, I will consecrate thee and make thee 

a priest.” 

 Ps.110:4, Heb.5:6; 6:20; 7:17, 21 says that Yeshua is the High Priest forever after 

the order of Melkezedek. 

We as Netzari know that the Melkeszedek priesthood DID NOT replace the 

Levitical priesthood, but is rather a higher order of priesthood. 

So, could Avraham have been a Melkezedekial priest?  After all Yeshua IS> 

 

V.10 “Avraham stretched out his hand, and took the knife to slaughter his son.” 

NOT raised it to plunge it into his chest, BUT simply reached to grab the knife. 

And or STRECHED out his hand to make a baracha (Blessing) as would be 

traditional before a sacrifice.  And or STECHED out his hand in preparation to slit 

his sons throat. 

 

V.11-12 “Avraham, Avraham…”  Rashi says his name was repeated twice to 

express love and urgency. 

Could be:  Avraham?  (As in, where are you? I need your attention.) Avraham! (As 

in, to get his attention.) 

 

V.13 Rams often feed in thickets and while feeding it was easy for them to get 

their horns tangled up in the branches. 



The Ram had to have had his horns caught in the thicket.  Why?  Because if the 

ram would have been cut or gouged by the ticket, it would have rendered the ram 

blemished and invalid as a sacrifice.  This is a foreshadowing of Yeshua, he was 

that substitute sacrifice in our place and He wore a crown of thorns on is head! 

 

The Ram’s horns:  Legends has it that after the sacrifice G-D too the two horns of 

the ram to heaven and made shofars out of them. One was bigger than the other.  

The smaller one was blown at the giving of the Torah on Mt. Sinai.  Which was on 

Rosh Hashanah, as was the Akeidah.   The Bigger One will be blown when the 

Messiah returns!  This too will occur around Rosh Hashanah. (I Cor.15:52; I 

Thess. 4:16) 

 

V.14 “YHVH Yireh” 

Shem called the place “Salem”  

Avraham called it “Yireh” 

Which was the same place the red Heifer was burnt, the same place Yeshua was 

crucified.  You put the two names together you get; “Yerushalayim”! 

I Kings 9:3 “And YHVH said to him (Shlomo Melek/King Solomon) I have heard 

thy prayer and thy supplication, that thou hast made before Me: I have hallowed 

this house which thou has built, to put My name there FOREVER (not until 

Messiah comes); AND MINE EYES AND MINE HEART SHALL BE THERE 

PERPETUALLY. 

 

V.15-18 

V.19 “Avraham” NOT “Avraham and Yitzhak” 

There are two traditions concerning this verse. 

1.  Yitzhak ascended to heaven for 3 years. 

2. He went to go study Torah with Shem. 

I believe the second tradition. For another tradition says that when he went to take 

Yitzhak from Sarah, he told here he was taking him to study Torah with Shem, but 

did not tell her about his intentions to sacrifice Yitzhak as as not to worry Sarah, 

and or cause her to refuse to let Yitzhak go. 

1. So, He believed G-D would resurrect Yitzhak from ashes. 

2. He was a Godly man and kept his word to Sarah and sent him to study Torah 

with Shem after the Akeidah. 

Shem died at 600 yrs of age, and was only 390 when Avraham was born.  So Shem 

would have been 527 when Avraham sent Yitzhak to study Torah with him.  

 



Remember that a devote Jew recites this passage every morning, and we began this 

reading with the start of the traditional prayer?  Now that the passage has been 

recited the recitation ends with this prayer. 

 

Master of the Universe! May it be Your will, Hashem, or G-d, and the G-d of our 

forefathers, that You remember for our sake the covenant of our forefathers.  Just 

as Avraham our forefather suppressed his mercy for his only son and wished to 

slaughter him in order to do Your will, so may Your mercy suppress Your anger 

from upon us and may Your mercy overwhelm Your attributes. Amy You overstep 

with us the line of Your law and deal with us – O Hashem, our G-d- with the 

attribute of kindness and the attribute of mercy.  In Your great goodness may You 

turn aside Your burning wrath from your people, Your city, Your land, and Your 

heritage.  Fulfill for us, Hashem, our G-d, the word You pledged through Moshe, 

Your servant, as it is said: ‘I shall remember My covenant with Ya’akov, also My 

covenant with Yitzhak, and also my covenant with Avraham shall I remember; and 

the land shall I remember.’ 

 

And I say, “Thank You for doing so in Yeshua Moshieynu, Ba Shem Yeshua 

Moshieynu, Ameyn! 

 

Have an Easy Fast, Shalom, 

-- Rabbi Yehudah 

 

 
 

 

 

Yom Kippur 

Jonah 

Jonah 1:1 Now the word of the LORD came unto Jonah the son of Amittai, saying,  

 2Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry against it; for their wickedness is 

come up before me.  

 3But Jonah rose up to flee unto Tarshish from the presence of the LORD, and 

went down to Joppa; and he found a ship going to Tarshish: so he paid the fare 

thereof, and went down into it, to go with them unto Tarshish from the presence of 

the LORD.  



Growing up, Jonah was one of my favorite books of the Tanak. As a kid there’s 

just something “cool” about a guy getting swallowed up by a giant fish and lived to 

tell about it! 

 

As I got older I liked the book of Jonah because it showed that even though the 

Jews are His Chosen People, He loves and has mercy upon the Goyim too. After 

all, we all are His creations, and we all are made in His image. 

 

Many people accuse G-d of being a blood thirsty tyrannical deity in the Torah, 

especially when the Israelites conquer Canaan and begin to wipe out the peoples of 

that land; Men, women, children and even animals. But what people don’t realize 

is that all the years prior, just as with the Noach’s flood, HE gives people PLENTY 

of room and time to truly repent. The Flood didn’t happen without warning; the 

destructions of the peoples in Joshua’s time also didn’t come without ample 

warning. G-d gave these people plenty of time to see the error of their ways and 

repent. And when a city or a nation is ripe for repentance, G-d will make one last 

ditch effort to give the peoples a change to repent before he sends His Judgment. 

This was G-d’s plan with Jonah. 

 

You see, Nineveh was a city of the Assyrians a people who were the enemies of 

Israel and have done very cruel things to them. So no wonder Jonah was a reluctant 

missionary, he was most likely very prejudice towards the Ninehvites. It would be 

like telling a Jew of today to go and deliver a message of repentance to a Nazi or a 

Palestinian Terrorist!  After all who really wants to see Hitler or Yaser Arafat 

forgiven!? Especially if you had a dear family murdered as a result of one of these 

guys!?  It’s as if we as Jews are Anti-Goyite because they are Anti-Semite, it’s a 

vicious useless circle of bigotry and unforgiveness. 

 

“You want me to tell them Divine Judgments coming and actually give them a 

chance to repent!? They dashed our babies against the walls, they raped our 

women, and they have taken our children as slaves! No way G-d, after what they 

have done to my people they deserve for You to rain hell, fire and brimstone on 

them and turn them all into crispy critters!”  

 

So you can see why Jonah wanted to board a boat and sail in the opposite direction 

toward Spain. 

 

I think G-d choose Jonah to deliver this message of Judgment to bring repentance 

to the people of Nineveh just as much as it was to teach Jonah that G-d is not a 

bigot and neither should he. 



 

Well, we all know what happened next, G-d sent a storm, the boat was about to 

sink, it was determined Jonah was the reason for the storm, Jonah tells the people 

to throw him overboard, the people pleads for G-d not hold them accountable for 

this, they toss him, the seas calm for the people, and Jonah gets the first three day 

submarine ride in history. 

 

“Okay G-d, you got my attention! Okay G-d ‘Uncle!’ I’m sorry; I’ll do what You 

say now!” 

 

Three days later, like after a hang over from a bad party the giant fish barfs and 

hurls Jonah on the shores that lead to Nineveh. 

 

Now we rarely look at the scientific side of this because we are so wrapped up in 

the story. But think about it, being in the belly of a fish for three days you know 

that the fish’s digestive juices had to be working on Jonah’s body. You can’t 

expect Jonah to be hurled on shore, stand up, slick back his hair and brush off the 

sand and get started working on his sermon for Nineveh. No, most likely his skin 

was bleached by the gasses in the fish’s stomach and probably burned, he probably 

lost some hair, his clothes were probably half digested; he looked like he came off 

the set of “Night of the Living Dead”. 

 

So imagine this splotchy, pasty, smelly stranger waltz into your city and say that 

G-d was going to wipe out the city in 40 days. That would get my attention if I was 

a Ninehvite! “Boy if that is what G-d does to a guy whom he judges, we’d better 

repent!” 

 

Now I have heard it preached all my life that Jonah preached a message of 

repentance. Not! There is not one line of repentance preached in the book of Jonah. 

Rather Jonah gave the people and ultimatum. “G-d’s getting ready to squash you 

guys like a bug! You guys are toast, have a nice life, see ya!”  

 

Regardless if Jonah preached repentance or not the Ninehvites got the message. 

Jonah 3:4 And Jonah began to enter into the city a day's journey, and he cried, and 

said, Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown.  

 5So the people of Nineveh believed God, and proclaimed a fast, and put on 

sackcloth, from the greatest of them even to the least of them.  



 6For word came unto the king of Nineveh, and he arose from his throne, and he 

laid his robe from him, and covered him with sackcloth, and sat in ashes.  

 7And he caused it to be proclaimed and published through Nineveh by the decree 

of the king and his nobles, saying, Let neither man nor beast, herd nor flock, taste 

any thing: let them not feed, nor drink water:  

 8But let man and beast be covered with sackcloth, and cry mightily unto God: yea, 

let them turn every one from his evil way, and from the violence that is in their 

hands.  

 9Who can tell if God will turn and repent, and turn away from his fierce anger, 

that we perish not?  

 10And God saw their works, that they turned from their evil way; and God 

repented of the evil, that he had said that he would do unto them; and he did it not. 

They even made their children and animals participate in this process of 

repentance! We don’t even make our kids fast on Yom Kippur unless they are 

Bar/Bat Mitzvah age. 

G-d’s heart broke seeing their seriousness and sincerity in repenting. But this 

didn’t set well with Jonah. After fulfilling his duty Jonah skipped town, he didn’t 

even stay for an altar call. He climbed a nearby hill outside of town and waited to 

see the fire works of brimstone from the sky! When the pyrotechnic show didn’t 

happen Jonah was ticked! 

Jonah 4:1 But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he was very angry.  

 2And he prayed unto the LORD, and said, I pray thee, O LORD, was not this my 

saying, when I was yet in my country? Therefore I fled before unto Tarshish: for I 

knew that thou art a gracious God, and merciful, slow to anger, and of great 

kindness, and repentest thee of the evil.  

Jonah was still an anti-Goyite Bigot, so much so he wanted to die (v.3). 

 

To purge this bigotry out of Jonah he sets up an object lesson with a shady gourd 

as big as a small tree that lived and died in one day. Having his skin bleached by 

the fish, his skin was probably very sensitive and he for health and comfort he 

probably required shade. 



Jonah 4:8 And it came to pass, when the sun did arise, that God prepared a 

vehement east wind; and the sun beat upon the head of Jonah, that he fainted, and 

wished in himself to die, and said, It is better for me to die than to live.  

 9And God said to Jonah, Doest thou well to be angry for the gourd? And he said, I 

do well to be angry, even unto death.  

 10Then said the LORD, Thou hast had pity on the gourd, for the which thou hast 

not laboured, neither madest it grow; which came up in a night, and perished in a 

night:  

 11And should not I spare Nineveh, that great city, wherein are more than sixscore 

thousand persons that cannot discern between their right hand and their left hand; 

and also much cattle? 

And that is how the book ends, like a French film, what the heck kind of ending is 

that!? 

 

But we are left with the silent point: 

Jonah 4:11 And should not I spare Nineveh, that great city, wherein are more than 

sixscore thousand persons that cannot discern between their right hand and their 

left hand; and also much cattle? 

Basically, G-d is merciful, compassionate and just. He desires all mankind to 

repent, no matter who they are or what they have done. So too for us in this season 

of Yom Kippur, we are given that last change to make things right with G-d and 

man. 

 Lev. 23:26 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,  

 27Also on the tenth day of this seventh month there shall be a day of atonement: it 

shall be an holy convocation unto you; and ye shall afflict your souls, and offer an 

offering made by fire unto the LORD.  

 28And ye shall do no work in that same day: for it is a day of atonement, to make 

an atonement for you before the LORD your God.  

 29For whatsoever soul it be that shall not be afflicted in that same day, he shall be 

cut off from among his people.  



 30And whatsoever soul it be that doeth any work in that same day, the same soul 

will I destroy from among his people.  

 31Ye shall do no manner of work: it shall be a statute for ever throughout your 

generations in all your dwellings.  

 32It shall be unto you a sabbath of rest, and ye shall afflict your souls: in the ninth 

day of the month at even, from even unto even, shall ye celebrate your sabbath.  

Let our hearts break over our fallen and frail human condition. Let all pride, 

prejudice die within us, let all the filth and cankerous rank surface in our lives that 

we may face it, deal with it and that we may be purge of all sin and iniquity in our 

lives; so that we may be a people ready for G-d to use to change the world.  

 

In these 10 days of Awe we are lodged, trapped in the corrosive belly of sin. This 

year may we pray the prayer Jonah prayed: 

Jonah 2:1 Then Jonah prayed unto the LORD his God out of the fish's belly,  

 2And said, I cried by reason of mine affliction unto the LORD, and he heard me; 

out of the belly of hell cried I, and thou heardest my voice.  

 3For thou hadst cast me into the deep, in the midst of the seas; and the floods 

compassed me about: all thy billows and thy waves passed over me.  

 4Then I said, I am cast out of thy sight; yet I will look again toward thy holy 

temple.  

 5The waters compassed me about, even to the soul: the depth closed me round 

about, the weeds were wrapped about my head.  

 6I went down to the bottoms of the mountains; the earth with her bars was about 

me for ever: yet hast thou brought up my life from corruption, O LORD my God.  

 7When my soul fainted within me I remembered the LORD: and my prayer came 

in unto thee, into thine holy temple.  

 8They that observe lying vanities forsake their own mercy.  

 9But I will sacrifice unto thee with the voice of thanksgiving; I will pay that that I 

have vowed. Salvation is of the LORD.  



Shalom and Have an Easy Fast. 

-- Rabbi Yehudah 

 

 

 

 

Yom Kippur D’var 

 

Lev 16:29  And this shall be a statute for ever unto you: that in the seventh month, 

on the tenth day of the month, ye shall afflict your souls, 

 

Lev 16:31  It shall be a sabbath of rest unto you, and ye shall afflict your souls, by 

a statute for ever. 

 

Lev 23:27  Also on the tenth day of this seventh month there shall be a day of 

atonement: it shall be an holy convocation unto you; and ye shall afflict your souls, 

and offer an offering made by fire unto the LORD. 
 

This is the traditional Jewish understanding of affliction of the soul during Yom 

Kippur. 

 

1) No Eating and Drinking - From sunset on the eve of Yom Kippur until 

nightfall the next day it is forbidden to eat or drink. 

Life over Law: If one has a medical condition which fasting would cause harm the 

Rabbi’s tell us that it is sin if that person does not eat. To save a life the Talmud 

says one may even eat something treif! 

 Girls below the age of 12 and boys below the age of 13 are not required to 

fast.  

2) No Washing - During the fast, one may not wash for pleasure.  

 If one is dirty, one is permitted to wash away the dirt. 

 Upon rising in the morning and after using the bathroom.  

 One may wash one's hands when preparing food.  

3) No Anointing - It is forbidden to anoint oneself with oil, thus the use of 

perfumes, make-up, suntan lotion, and other such items is prohibited.  



4) No Wearing Leather Shoes - During the fast it is forbidden to wear leather 

shoes; because leather was seen as a comfort and luxury in ancient times. Some 

people wear only socks, but others wear shoes of canvas or other non-leather 

materials.  

5) No Marital Relations - It is forbidden to have marital relations during Yom 

Kippur 

This is to mimic the devastation of a life altering tragedy, such as a personal or 

national crisis or tragedy, like the death of your family, or something like what 

happened on 9/11. 

 

This is to remove all typical daily distractions and preoccupations from our lives 

for one day. 

 

Why? 

 

So as to cause us to reflect on the things that is truly important in life; to take stock 

of our lives. To mourn how far off course we have become in this past year. To 

realize and appreciate what one has before it is gone. 

 

 Life 

 Health 

 Family 

 Friends 

 Our Faith 

 

To make Teshuvah, to repent, to do a 180 and return to the Source of Life, 

HaShem and His Torah; to dedicate ourselves anew to it. 

 

We are to make ourselves desolate. Hollow and empty like the Shofar so that 

HaShem can fill us up with His Ruach, His Spirit that is all important and gives 

Life. 

 

When we do this our pet sins, selfishness and things we thought were so important 

become so trivial and no longer matter. Only that of truth and eternal value 

remains. 

 

But the Torah seems to contradict Itself. How can one be afflicted and rest 

simultaneously? 



 

We afflict because it is commanded, we can do this restfully because we have the 

G-d given time to do so. Also, we rest in the assurance that having done this in 

obedience that we are sealed in the Sefer Chaim (Book of Life) for another year. 

Yom Kippur D’var 2 

 

 

Lev 16:16  And he shall make an atonement for the holy place, because of the 

uncleanness of the children of Israel, and because of their transgressions in all 

their sins: and so shall he do for the tabernacle of the congregation, that 

remaineth among them in the midst of their uncleanness. 

 

Let’s say you are the defendant in a big court case and today the judge lays down 

the verdict. You should be nervous right? But you are not. Why? Because you and 

your lawyer have spent nights sacrificing sleep and social events to make this case 

airtight; interviewing witnesses, going over record books. It’s not the kind of case 

where you have to make the lies look good so you can win; it’s that you are 

innocent because even though you may have screwed up, all along your intentions 

were right, even if they weren’t when you discovered your wrong you tried to 

make it up. And the evidence is abundantly clear that the scales should be tipped in 

your favor.  

 

So the big day comes. You wear your best “Good guys wear white” suit. Are you 

breaking a sweat? Are you biting your nails? Can’t keep food down on account of 

nerves? No way! But you’re not eating because you want an empty stomach for 

that victory meal afterwards. You know the verdict before hand. You are not 100% 

sure, but you are so confident you just know you will be found innocent….. 

 

The Envelope please: 

 

NOT GUILTY! Is the judge’s verdict!  

 

You feel so light you can fly! 

 

 

Yom Kippur is sort of like the big court case described above. Heavenly Court is 

now in session. You have spent 10 virtually sleepless nights and forgone food, self 

pleasures of all sorts to make sure every loose end was tied, checking records and 

visiting people to make sure that everything is right between you and your fellow 

man and G-d. In preparation, you dress in your best “Good guys wear white” suit. 



You forgo virtually all human pleasures, you do not eat. You obey the Torah by 

afflicting your soul through these things.  

 

So if this describes you today, Yom Kippur doesn’t have to be a mournful somber 

time because you settled things before hand. You don’t have to look at your watch 

and ask: “Is it sundown yet!?” 

 

Psa 30:11  Thou hast turned for me my mourning into dancing: thou hast put off 

my sackcloth, and girded me with gladness;  

 

Today you can enjoy the communal prayers, times of confession and Torah study; 

you can through yourself into it with your whole being. Your affliction has been 

turned to joy and you don’t even realize you have an empty stomach. You can be 

confident that you have honestly done all you can to have HaShem inscribe your 

name in the books for a Good Year. 

 

Shalom and LaShannah Tovah! 

 

 

 

Sukkot 

 

Leviticus 23:33
And  spoke to Mosheh, saying, 

34
“Speak to the children of Yisra’el, say- 

ing,  ‘On  the  fifteenth  day  of  this  seventh month is the Festival of Booths for seven days to 

. 
35

‘On the first day is a set-apart gather- ing, you do no servile work. 
36

‘For  seven  days  you  bring  an  offering made  by  fire  to  .  On  the  eighth  day there 

shall be a set-apart gathering for you, and  you  shall  bring  an  offering  made  by fire to . 

It is a closing festival, you do no servile work. 
37

‘These are the appointed times of 

which  you  proclaim  as  set-apart  gather- ings, to bring an offering made by fire to , a 

burnt offering and a grain offering, a slaughtering and drink offerings, as com- manded for every 

day –   
38

besides   the   Sabbaths   of   ,   and besides  your  gifts,  and  besides  all  your 

vows, and besides all your voluntary offer- ings which you give to . 
39

‘On  the  fifteenth  day  of  the  seventh month, when you gather in the fruit of the land, observe 

the festival of  for seven days. On the first day is a rest, and on the eighth day a rest. 
40

‘And  you  shall  take  for  yourselves  on the first day the fruit of good trees, branch- es of 

palm trees, twigs of leafy trees, and willows  of  the  stream,  and  shall  rejoice before  your 

Elohim for seven days. 
41

‘And you shall observe it as a festival to   for seven days in the 

year – a law forever in your generations. Observe it in the seventh month. 
42

‘Dwell  in  booths  for  seven  days;  all who are native Yisra’elites dwell in booths, 
43

so   that   your   generations   know   that I  made  the  children  of  Yisra’el  dwell  in booths 



when I brought them out of the land of Mitsrayim. I am  your Elohim.’ ” 
44

Thus did 

Mosheh speak of the appointed times of  to the children of Yisra’el. (The Scriptures) 

 

Here we see the divine foundation and decree by command of YHWH for the 

Festival of Sukkot (Feast of Tabernacles). 

 

Sukkot is my favorite Scriptural Holiday, my favorite “Feast of YHWH”.  Note I 

did not say “Jewish Festival”, these Feasts were commanded to be celebrated by 

ALL of YHWH’s people, not just those who are ethnically Jewish. But as we see 

today it just so happens that Jews are almost the only ones keeping these Feasts of 

YHWH laid out in Leviticus 23.  The predominating philosophy and doctrine 

among Christians is that the Messiah came to do away with the “Law” (Torah) and 

the Feast days with it. But this is not what the Messiah Himself said that He came 

to do. 

 
Matthew 5:17

“Do not think that I came to destroy the Torah or the Prophets.
n
  I did not come to 

destroy but to complete.
 18

“For truly, I say to you, till the heaven and the earth pass away, one jot 

or one tit- tle shall by no means pass from the Torah till all be done.
p
 
19

“Whoever, then, breaks 

one of the least of  these  commands,  and  teaches  men  so, 

shall  be  called  least  in  the  reign  of  the heavens;  but  whoever  does  and  teaches them, he 

shall be called great in the reign of the heavens.” (The Scriptures) 

 

We will see later that Messiah Himself celebrated this Festival, and also that He 

was born on this Festival. 

 

I like Sukkot so much because of what I just mentioned above about the Messiah, 

but also because it might be the Holiday that He will return, He came the first time 

during Sukkot, so it is very possible that He may come again during Sukkot. 

 

I also like Sukkot because of the beautiful backdrop of the Fall season here in the 

United States, with it’s crisp clean air and it’s multi-colored leaves. Sukkot is also 

a harvest festival, a chance to thank YHWH for all His bountiful provisions. As a 

matter of fact, the Pilgrims modeled Thanksgiving after the Festival of Sukkot to 

thank G-d for the safe journey to the America’s, for their new friends the Indians, 

the Native Americans who taught them how to plant, grow food and hunt. That’s 

why this Festival is sometimes called the “Jewish Thanksgiving”.  

 

I like Sukkot because it is a pro-active Holiday which commands you to get 

involved, to get your hands dirty.  You must BUILD a Sukkah (booth/tabernacle). 

 



 A sukkah is a 4 walled structure with one wall acting as a door, and you may use 

one wall of your own house to be a wall of your sukkah. For example, the back 

patio door is my 3
rd

 wall. You can exit our kitchen and enter right into the sukkah. 

I built mine having a PCV pipe frame with tarp walls, and a curtain for the door 

and 4
th
 wall facing East; which is the direction that we pray and sometimes 

woirship. The roof is made up of branches with foliage weaved in between. You 

can make the sukkah out of almost anything, but the roof has to be organic and you 

must be able to view the sky through the roof, it reminds you of where your Father 

(YHWH) is, and that you are not really apart of this world.  The sukkah is only a 

temporary dwelling; it’s only up for 8 days. This is to remind us that our stay here 

on this earth as well as our physical bodies are frail and temporal.   

 

You must LIVE in it (unless the weather is inhospitable of course). You must have 

Simcha (JOY). You must TAKE the bouquet of the palm, willow, and myrtle 

branch along with the etrog (Israel’s version of a lemon), and you must WAVE and 

PRAISE YHWH with them. It’s a get back to nature kind of Holiday, where you 

can camp out one last time before winter. The whole family can get involved; the 

kids can make decorations for inside of the sukkah and find the branches for the 

roof. Dad can build the sukkah itself, mom can furnish the inside of the sukkah and 

make the food as well. 

 

You involve all your senesce of sight, hearing, smell, taste and touch. It involves 

your entire being. You can’t help but throw yourself into this Feast. 

 
Nehemiah 8:14

And  they  found  written  in  the  Torah, which    had  commanded  by  Mosheh, 

that  the  children  of  Yisra’el  should  dwell in  booths  in  the  festival  of  the  seventh month, 
15

and   that   they   should   announce   and proclaim  in  all  their  cities  and  in  Yerushalayim, 

saying, “Go out to the mountain, and  bring  olive  branches,  branches  of  oil 

trees,   and   myrtle   branches,   and   palm branches,  and  branches  of  leafy  trees,  to make 

booths, as it is written.” 
16

So  the  people  went  out  and  brought 

them  and  made  themselves  booths,  each one on the roof of his house, and in their 

courtyards  and  in  the  courtyards  of  the House of Elohim, and in the open space of the Water 

Gate and in the open space of the Gate of Ephrayim. 
17

And the entire assembly of those who 

had  come  back  from  the  captivity  made booths and sat under the booths, for since 

the  days  of  Yeshua  son  of  Nun  until  that day the children of Yisra’el had not done so. And 

there was very great rejoicing. 
18

And day by day, from the first day until the last day, he read 

from the Book of the Torah of Elohim. And they performed the festival seven days. And on the 

eighth day there  was  an  assembly,  according  to  the right-ruling. 

 

Here in Nehemiah chapters eight we see that a portion of Judah has returned from 

Babylonian captivity. We also see the model for the modern synagogue service, 

but we also see that Sukkot had not been celebrated since the time of Yehoshuah 



(Joshuah)! As a result of recognizing this, it started a REVIVAL in the truest since 

of the word! And if you really search the Scriptures, you will see EVERY instance 

of revival was brought about by re-discovering of the Torah all over again, and or 

the people recognizing their failing to keep Torah and decide then and there to do it 

unto YHWH with all their being. 

 
John 1:1 In  the  beginning  was  the  Word,  and the  Word  was  with  Elohim,  and  the Word 

was Elohim. 
2
He was in the beginning with Elohim. 

3
All   came   to   be   through   Him,

a
   and 

without Him not even one came to be that came to be. 
4
In  Him  was  life,  and  the  life  was  the 

light of men. 
5
And  the  light  shines  in  the  darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 

6
There  was  a  man  sent  from  Elohim, whose name was Yohanan. 

7
This  one  came  for  a  witness,  to  bear witness of the Light, that all might believe through 

him. 
8
He was not that Light, but that he might bear witness of that Light. 

9
He was the true Light, 

which enlightens every man, coming into the world. 
10

He  was  in  the  world,  and  the  world 

came to be through Him, and the world did not know Him. 
11

He came to His own, and His own 

did not receive Him. 
12

But as many as received Him, to them He gave the authority to become 

children of Elohim, to those believing in His Name, 
13

who were born, not of blood nor of the 

desire of flesh nor of the desire of man, but of Elohim. 
14

And    the    Word    became    flesh    and pitched  His  tent
b
  among  us,  and  we  saw His 

esteem, esteem as of an only brought- forth  of  a  father,  complete  in  favour  and truth. (The 

Scriptures) 

 

John 1:14 And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the 

glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth. (KJV) 

 

We see in this passage of the Renewed Covenant (New Testament) that the word 

“dwelt” in John 1:14 of the King James version is the same Hebrew word for 

“tabernacle” is the same word for sukkah. So we can say: “The Word became flesh 

and placed His sukkah among us.” This is a hint to when the Messiah was born, for 

this is the prophetic fulfillment of this Scriptural Feast of YHWH. 

 

In the Gospel of Luke we see the story of the birth of Messiah.  

 

Luke1And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus that 

all the world should be taxed.  

 2(And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.)  

 3And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city.  

 4And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of 

David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of David:) (KJV) 



Caesar Augustus was a smart guy, he knew that the Jews would be celebrating 

Sukkot, and that this was a pilgrimage Festival. 

 
Numbers 23:17 Three times in the year all thy males shall appear before the L-RD G-d. (KJV) 

 

He knew that all the Jews would be returning to their hometowns and to Jerusalem 

if at all possible to celebrate Sukkot. So he thought that since everyone would be 

returning, how convenient it would be to have a census and taxation.  

 

This is why there was no place for Mirianm and Yosef (Mary and Joseph) them to 

stay.  According to the Law since Miriam was pregnant with Yeshua they were not 

required like everyone else to stay in a Sukkah on account of health risk to the 

Mother and Child. And as it is to this day, it is always life over Law, all the 

Commandments of Torah can be suspended in a life or death situation except for 

the matters Murder, Idolatry and Adultry. Yet because their was no room for them 

in the inn, they ended up fulfilling the commandment of staying in a sukkah. No, 

sorry to break your romantic Biblical bubble. Yeshua wasn’t born in a barn or a 

cave, but a sukkah.  Their were animals around because almost all businessmen, in 

this case and inn keeper, kept animals. Also people were bringing their sacrifices to 

the Temple so all travelers animals were kept outside as well. If you look at most 

nativity scenes, you will see that it looks a lot like a sukkah. And isn’t it amazing 

that the “Bread of Life (Jn.6:48)” was born in Bethlehem, meaning, the House of 

Bread, and was laid in a manger, a feeding trough. 

 
Luke 2:21

And  when  eight  days  were  completed for Him to be circumcised, His Name was 

called   ,   the   Name   given   by   the messenger   before   He   was   conceived   in the 

womb. 
22

And  when  the  days  of  her  cleansing according  to  the  Torah  of  Mosheh  were 

completed, they brought Him to Yerushalayim to present Him to  –

   
23

as  it  has  been  written  in  the  Torah  of ,  “Every  male  who  opens  the  womb shall 

be called set-apart to ” –   
24

and  to  give  an  offering  according  to what is said in the 

Torah of , “A pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.” (the Scriptures) 

 

No Yeshua WAS NOT born on December 25
th
, this is a date on the solar calendar 

which we Jews do not use in reckoning the Feast of YHWH. The calendar YHWH 

goes by is one we keep by the cycles of the moon, a Lunar calendar. But I will tell 

you who was born on December 25
th
; Saturnalia, Mithra, Tammuz, all pagan gods! 

Hmmm, do you smell a conspiracy here.  After all, who choose the date of 

Decemeber 25
th
 to celebrate Yeshua’s birth? Sure wasn’t the Jewish Believers! It 

was the Catholic Church, and sadly the Protestant church never dropped this part 

of Catholicism when the Reformation took place. 

 



Yeshua apparently was born on Sukkot, and circumcised on Simchat Torah 

(Rejoicing in the Torah, which is the last day of Sukkot. Simchat Torah is when we 

read the last portion of the Torah and start all over again back in Genesis one. 

Yeshua, the Living Torah, the First and the Last, the Aleph and the Tav, was 

brought into the Abrahamic Covenant of circumcision on the time we rejoice in the 

Written and the Living Torah! 

 

Matt.7:1 And after six days Jesus (Yeshua) taketh Peter, James, and John (Kefa, Ya’akov and 

Yochanan) his brother, and bringeth them up into an high mountain apart,  

 2And was transfigured before them: and his face did shine as the sun, and his raiment was white 

as the light.  

 3And, behold, there appeared unto them Moses and Elias talking with him.  

 4Then answered Peter, and said unto Jesus (Yeshua), Lord, it is good for us to be here: if thou 

wilt, let us make here three tabernacles; one for thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias.  

 5While he yet spake, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them: and behold a voice out of the 

cloud, which said, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye him.  

 6And when the disciples heard it, they fell on their face, and were sore afraid.  

 7And Jesus (Yeshua)  came and touched them, and said, Arise, and be not afraid.  

 8And when they had lifted up their eyes, they saw no man, save Jesus (Yeshua) only. (KJV) 

This passage has been grossly misunderstood by the majority of the Christian 

community.  This passage really makes no sense unless you understand the Torah, 

Judaism, and Jewish Laws and Customs. 

Many have thought this passage to say that Kefa (Peter) wanted to build a shrine to 

worship Yehshua, Moshe and Eliyahu, because the word tabernacle is used making 

one think of the Tabernacle in the desert. But this is the same word for sukkah. So 

Kefa was zealous to keep the Commandments, he thought that if Moshe and 

Eliyahu was staying for the Feast of Sukkot, that he and the other talmidim 

(disciples) would build each one a sukkah, because it was required by Torah that 

each household have their own sukkah.   

John chapter also speaks of Yeshua celebrating Sukkot at the risk of His own life. 

And on Simchat Torah, the last day of Sukkot, which was also the time of year 



where their was a big ceremony where the Levites would carry water to the Altar 

to wash it. This is when Yeshua proclaimed Himself as the Messiah and said: 

John 7:37… “If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink.  

 38He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living 

water.” (KJV) 

So hopefully you’ve seen the birth of the Messiah in a new light, and hopefully 

you have seen that Sukkot is for you to celebrate too, it a Feast of YHWH NOT a 

“Jewish holiday.”   

Shalom, and Chag Semeach Sukkot! 

Peace, and have a Happy Sukkot! 

-- Rabbi Yehudah 

Sukkot and Solomon 
By Rabbi Yehudah ben Shomeyr 

 

It is traditional to read through the Book of Ecclesiastes during the eight days of 

Sukkot. One can do this by reading two chapters a day. The book seems so dismal 

and depressing that it almost did not make it into the cannon of Scripture. This is 

suppose to be a festival of Joy, so what gives!? I mean reading the first few 

chapters by itself may want to make you scream, “Where’s a knife so I can slit my 

wrists!?” But it was the last few verses of the last chapter that puts the whole book 

into perspective and the reason why it was included in the Tanak.   

 

Ecc. 12:13 Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his 

commandments: for this is the whole duty of man. 

 

People are born to one day ask the inescapable questions of life, such as: 

 

“Who am I?” 

“Why am I here?” 

“What is the meaning of life?” 

 

Well right here it is, in black and white, no poetically mincing of words. 

 

Q: “What is the meaning of life?” Or “What is it that makes life worth living?” 



 

A: “Fear (Revere) God, and keep his commandments (Torah): for this is the whole 

duty of man.” 

 

You see life without meaning, without purpose, without direction, without a focus, 

without a goal or guidelines, with out G-d is nothing but an existential angst that 

leaves one feeling insignificant, redundant, confused and hopeless, like a rat in a 

cage on a wheel; going nowhere fast! Indeed Kohelet is right, “Meaningless! 

Vanity!” The Hebrew implies here as being useless and flimsy as a puff of wind. 

Yet this is exactly the point Sukkot is trying to bring across!  

 

Our sukkahs are flimsy temporary dwellings, as is our bodies. A mighty wind can 

decimate our sukkah. One bullet can decimate our bodies. This is not our real 

eternal reality! It is flimsy and temporary. Here is not the whole meaning of life, 

this is not all there is. We have an eternal sukkah, and new and glorified body that 

awaits us in the world to come that is meant to last forever. 

 

Each mitzvah we perform, each service that is aimed toward and for G-d has a 

greater meaning than that of just the physical, that of just the here and now. It sets 

things in motion in the heavenlies that we cannot comprehend here. 

 

This, as Rabbis and Sages of blessed memory have said, is just a waiting room, a 

training ground for the here after. In G-d every thing we do, every move we make 

carries with it great significance and eternal meaning and purpose, that is beyond 

our current comprehension and finite understanding. Only through G-d and His 

Word do we “mean” something and are “worth” something. Out side of this, as 

Sholomo Ha Melek said, “It is all Meaningless, Vanity!” 

 

Where does our focus lie? On all this “stuff” we see around us that is flimsy and 

temporal? Or is it on that here that will translate into something significant and 

eternal in the World to Come? 

 

Listen to what Yeshua the Messiah said in this regard: 

 

Matt. 6:20-21 But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth 

nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal: For where 

your treasure is, there will your heart be also. 

 

Shalom, 

--Rabbi Yehudah 



 

 

 

Yeshua and the Oral Laws; Traditions of Sukkot 
By Rabbi Yehudah ben Shomeyr 

 

“He who has not witnessed the rejoicing at the water-drawing huts has, throughout 

the whole of his life, witnessed no real rejoicing.” (Sukkah 53b).  

 

So what, that’s not in the Torah right? So what does it have to do with us or 

Yeshua for that matter? This is just a man made tradition! 

 

Hold up! Yeshua wasn’t against man made traditions or Oral Torah as long as it 

didn’t nullify the Written Torah. For in the Brit Chadasha we find Yeshua keeping 

holidays and traditions not commanded in the Written Torah. 

During the “Last Supper” Yeshua went by the Haggadah, the liturgy of the 

Passover Seder. We find Him at the Temple during Chanukah, the “Feast of 

Dedication” and in John chapter seven we find Him at this Water Pouring 

Ceremony (Simchat Beit HaShoava) during the last day of Sukkot ('Hoshana 

Rabbah' - 'The Great Salvation’) mentioned in the Talmud in the text above! 

“On the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, "If 

anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink.  "He who believes in Me, as the 

Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow rivers of living water."” John 7:37-

38 (NKJ)  

If one carefully studies Talmud and Jewish traditions you will find where Yeshua 

even added himself into those things as well as the prophecies in the Torah and 

Tanak. 

So how did this water pouring ceremony become such a fixed part of Judaism, 

even to this day? 

“When the Holy Temple stood in Jerusalem, one of the special Sukkot observances 

was to pour water on the Altar. The drawing of water for this purpose was 

preceded by all-night celebrations in the Temple courtyard; on the 15 steps leading 

to the azarah (inner courtyard) stood Levites while playing a variety of musical 

instruments, sages danced and juggled burning torches, and huge oil-burning lamps 

illuminated the entire city. The singing and dancing went on until daybreak, when 

a procession would make its way to the Shiloach Spring which flowed in a valley 



below the Temple to "draw water with joy." "One who did not see the joy of the 

water-drawing celebrations," declared the sages of the Talmud, "has not seen joy in 

his life." 

While water was poured each day of the festival, the special celebrations were held 

only on Chol Hamoed since many of the elements of the celebration (e.g., the 

playing of musical instruments) are forbidden on Yom Tov. 

Today, we commemorate these joyous celebrations by holding Simchat Beit 

HaShoeivah ("joy of the water drawing") events in the streets, with music and 

dancing. The Lubavitcher Rebbe initiated the custom of holding such celebrations 

on Shabbat and Yom Tov as well -- without musical instruments of course. The 

fact that we cannot celebrate as we did in the Temple, said the Rebbe, means that 

we are free to celebrate the joy of Sukkot with singing and dancing every day of 

the festival.” – www.chabad.org  

 

 And why was this ritual so significant, especially in Yeshua’s time?  

Well, first off the Cohenim (Levitical Priests) had a special schedule during 

Sukkot: 

The Cohenim were divided into three divisions and each day of Sukkot there was a 

special ritual. Division one sacrificed the animals and items prescribed out in 

Numbers 29. Division two went to the East Gate of the Temple and headed to the 

Motzah Valley where they would discard the sacrificial ashes at the start of 

Shabbat. While there they would cut 25 foot willows and they would line up across 

the road holding the willows. About 30 feet behind them would be another row of 

priests with willow branches. They would then begin to march waving the willows 

in a swooshing motion creating the sound of the Ruach (Wind), symbolizing the 

Ruach HaKodesh, the Holy Spirit. Division three in the meantime would be 

heading down to the pool of Siloam, meaning “peaceful flowing waters” (John 9:7, 

11). The Cohen HaGadol (High Priest) was in this third group and he had a golden 

flask and drew the water called mayim chayim (living waters) because any water 

that was flowing was considered “living”. The High Priests assistant had a silver 

flash of wine. Both Groups would return to the Temple with the sound of the 

Shofar upon their arrival. One man would play the flute, the flute player was called 

“the pierced one” and symbolizes the Messiah (Psa. 22:16, Zech. 12:10, John 

19:34-37, Rev. 1:7) and the flute players led the procession of the “wind” and 

“water” carrying priests. The Willow carriers would circle the Brazen Sacrificial 

http://www.chabad.org/


Altar seven times while singing Psalm 118:25-26; the sacrificial division of priests 

would lay the slain sacrifices on the altar. Then the Cohen HaGadol and his 

assistant the ascended the altar and all Israel gathered into the Temple courts and 

sang a song called “Mayim (Water)” based on Isa. 12:3 according to Mishnah 

Sukkot 5:1. Then the High Priest poured out the water on the southwest corner of 

the altar on the horn, and then the wine was poured out as the Willow holders 

leaned their branches against the altar and made a sort of Sukkah.  

According to the Mishnah Rosh HaShannah 1:2f says that it is during Sukkot that 

G-d decides who gets rains for next year and how much. Sukkot is also that time 

after Yom Kippur when it is said that the fate of each human is decided for the next 

year and the books in heaven are closed. So this is probably another reason for the 

water pouring ceremony, a type of supplication for rains. 

These rituals and ceremonies are no where commanded in the Torah but the Rabbis 

and Sages feel by the spelling inconsistencies in Numbers 29 that spell the word 

‘mayim” they nonetheless base the tradition of the water pouring ceremony on the 

Torah itself. And obviously Yeshua had NO PROBLEM with it and included 

Himself with in the derived tradition. 

A custom, a tradition, something that the Pharisees and Sadducees did; something 

that made it into the Talmud that Yeshua did not oppose but participated in and 

used to proclaim His divine Messiahship! Therefore it stands to reason His own 

talmidim were there and participated too and the believers that came after his 

resurrection and ascension.  

We see now why He said: 

"If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink.  "He who believes in Me, as the 

Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow rivers of living water." 

A further fulfillment was when Yeshua was executed on the Roman cross and 

blood (symbolizing the wine) and water flowed (John 19:34). 

YHWH the Father obviously didn’t have a problem with this man made ritual for 

HE told Yeshua to go and deliver such a message, for Yeshua speaks only what the 

Father bids Him to (John 5:19, 30; 8:28; 14:28). 

 

 



 

 

 

Simchat Torah 
 

Simchat Torah (Rejoicing with the Torah), also know as Shimini Atzret (The Eight 

Day)  
 
 

Lev. 23:33
And  spoke to Mosheh, saying, 

34
“Speak to the children of Yisra’el, 

say- ing,  ‘On  the  fifteenth  day  of  this  seventh month is the Festival of Booths 

for seven days to . 
35

‘On the first day is a set-apart gather- ing, you do no 

servile work. 
36

‘For  seven  days  you  bring  an  offering made  by  fire  to  

.  On  the  eighth  day there shall be a set-apart gathering for you, 

and  you  shall  bring  an  offering  made  by fire to . It is a closing festival, 

you do no servile work. (The Sriptures) 

 

“On Simchat Torah, the Torah wants to dance, but lacking the physical  

limbs with which to do so, it employs the body of the Jew. On this day,  

the Jew becomes the dancing feet of the Torah.”  

 

- The Lubavitcher Rebbe  

 

When I was a Christian going to a very conservative Bible College, our campus 

was right next door to an Orthodox Synagogue. I decided to go one Shabbat 

incognito just to observe and learn. When I saw the Torah Procession, and I saw 

everyone touching and kissing the Torah scroll all bedecked with crowns and a 

priestly breastplate, in my Christian thinking I was saddened, thinking that they 

were worshipping the Torah scroll.  However, little did I know at the time that the 

Torah is the Divine Law of the Malkut Shemayim, and the Olam Habba (The 

Kingdom of Heaven and the World to Come). It supposed to rule every aspect of 

our daily lives because it is the expressed will of YHWH. Walking in the Torah of 

YHWH there is no “secular” and “sacred” moments, all is sacred, everything 

becomes a divine moment to carry out YHWH’s will. I failed to recognize back 

then that the Torah represents the Priestly and Kingly Messiah of Yeshua who is 

the Living manifestation of the Written Torah (John 1). Now I know that out of 

respect of the Law and of the future reign of Messiah, we dress the Torah in a 

Priestly and Kingly garment and pledge ourselves to walk in the Path of Torah 

which is nothing less than the path of Messiah.  



 

II Sam. 6:14And David danced before the L-RD with all his might; and David was 

girded with a linen ephod.  

 15So David and all the house of Israel brought up the ark of the L-RD with 

shouting, and with the sound of the trumpet.  

 16And as the ark of the L-RD came into the city of David, Michal Saul's daughter 

looked through a window, and saw king David leaping and dancing before the L-

RD; and she despised him in her heart. 

20Then David returned to bless his household. And Michal the daughter of Saul 

came out to meet David, and said, How glorious was the king of Israel to day, who 

uncovered himself to day in the eyes of the handmaids of his servants, as one of the 

vain fellows shamelessly uncovereth himself!  

 21And David said unto Michal, It was before the L-RD, which chose me before 

thy father, and before all his house, to appoint me ruler over the people of the 

LORD, over Israel: therefore will I play before the L-RD.  (KJV) 

The Ark of the Covenant contained a summary of the Torah, the Tablets containing 

the Ten Commandments.  The Ark upon which the Divine Presence of YHWH 

would rest, between the Keruvim (Cherubim) of the lid of the Ark and thus 

represented the Throne of YHWH, which in turn represents the reign of the Kingly 

Priest Yeshua Ha Moshiach, the Living Manifestation of the Written Torah. 

 

So let us loose ourselves in the Joy of the Torah (Simchat Torah)!  

 

By the way, in Hebrew the word, Simcha, which means Joy can also spell two 

other very important Hebrew words that are inseparable to this day of Simchat 

Torah. Switch the letters of Simcha in Hebrew around and you get, Chamesh, 

meaning, Five, meaning the Five Books of Moshe, The Torah! Rearrange the 

words again and you get Moshiach, Messiah! So in other words you can’t have Joy 

without Torah, and without the Torah you can’t have the Messiah! 

 

Let us loose ourselves in the Joy of the Torah (Simchat Torah) which is the 

culmination of the Fall Festivals of Rosh Ha Shannah, Yom Kippur, and Sukkot. 

Let’s allow ourselves look like a fool in the eyes of the world just as David Ha 

Melek (The King). Let nothing stand in our way in celebration of the Torah. 

 



A New Year has come, Atonement has been made and sealed, YHWH and 

Messiah have met with us this week to celebrate.  Now, let us rejoice and dance 

before Him! 

 

Chag Semeach Simchat Torah! 

- R.Yehudah  

 

Until Next Year! 
 


