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Exodus 18:13-26 And it came to pass on the morrow, that Moses sat to judge the people: 

and the people stood by Moses from the morning unto the evening. And when Moses' 

father in law saw all that he did to the people, he said, What is this thing that thou doest to 

the people? why sittest thou thyself alone, and all the people stand by thee from morning 

unto even? And Moses said unto his father in law, Because the people come unto me to 

enquire of God: When they have a matter, they come unto me; and I judge between one 

and another, and I do make them know the statutes of God, and his laws. And Moses' 

father in law said unto him, The thing that thou doest is not good. Thou wilt surely wear 

away, both thou, and this people that is with thee: for this thing is too heavy for thee; thou 

art not able to perform it thyself alone. Hearken now unto my voice, I will give thee 

counsel, and God shall be with thee: Be thou for the people to God-ward, that thou mayest 

bring the causes unto God: And thou shalt teach them ordinances and laws, and shalt shew 

them the way wherein they must walk, and the work that they must do. Moreover thou 

shalt provide out of all the people able men, such as fear God, men of truth, hating 

covetousness; and place such over them, to be rulers of thousands, and rulers of hundreds, 

rulers of fifties, and rulers of tens: And let them judge the people at all seasons: and it shall 

be, that every great matter they shall bring unto thee, but every small matter they shall 

judge: so shall it be easier for thyself, and they shall bear the burden with thee. If thou 

shalt do this thing, and God command thee so, then thou shalt be able to endure, and all 

this people shall also go to their place in peace. So Moses hearkened to the voice of his 

father in law, and did all that he had said. And Moses chose able men out of all Israel, and 

made them heads over the people, rulers of thousands, rulers of hundreds, rulers of fifties, 

and rulers of tens. And they judged the people at all seasons: the hard causes they brought 

unto Moses, but every small matter they judged themselves.  

 

Have you ever felt you just knew something to be true and you tell your parents 

only to have them say it’s not? 

Boy that’s annoying isn’t it!? They just don’t understand do they? They forgot 

what it’s like to be a kid! Parents sometimes think they know it all. 

Well, us grown-ups may not know it all, but there is a lot we do know and we 

don’t tell you so we can prove you wrong or to make us look smart. We do it 

because we love you and want to help you. 



Life, it’s like hiking up a mountain we’ve been upon before and this time we are 

taking you along. Well, since we’ve already hiked most of the trail we can show 

you all the dangerous spots on the trail and how to get around them and can show 

you short cuts and help you enjoy your hike upon the mountain.  

See, Yitro (Jethro), Moshe’s (Moses’) Father-in-Law was much older than Moshe 

and seen what Moshe was putting himself through before during his life time. It 

may look like Yitro was trying to tell Moshe what to do, when in fact he was trying 

to tell him something that helped Moshe out. We see Moshe took his advice and 

I’m glad he did. We might not be here today if Moshe didn’t listen to a grown up. 

Next time a grown up tells you something when you have a problem, do the right 

thing and listen. They only want to help. 

Shabbat Shalom and Shavuah Tov! 

--Yehudah ben Shomeyr 

 

 
 


