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Wow! Did you know that this Torah Portion contains two words that is the center 

of the whole Torah, the first five books written by Moshe (Moses)!? What is God 

trying to say to us with these two words?  

 

If one person took a Hebrew Torah scroll and started counting backwards from the 

very last word in Deuteronomy (Devarim), one word at a time, and another person 

simultaneously started with the first Hebrew word of the Torah in Genesis 

(B’reshit) and counted forward, they would meet at the exact center in Leviticus 

10:16 at “darosh, darash.” This could be translated, “Search, search!” or “Study, 

study!”  

 

There are 3 chapters in this Parashah 9-11. 10 is the middle, 9 is about shemini the 

8
th

 day, the new beginning of the sacrificial service performed by Aharon and his 

sons FOREVER. 

 

Chapter 10 is about the death of Aharon’s (Aaron’s) sons Nadab and Avihu 

(Abihu) offering “unauthorized / alien fire” to ADONAI. 

 

Chapter 11 is the Laws of Kashrut (Kosher Dietary Laws). 

 

So what has the central Parashah, these central 3 chapters in all the Torah have to 

say to us. Like a bullseye on a target, what is the central theme of Torah? 

 

 

We can remember what God wants us to know about the 3 central chapters of the 

Torah by the word: S.A.T. 

 

S.A.T. = “Be still and know that I AM Elohim (God).” 

 

SACRIFICE: How God redeems us. How God expects us to serve Him. How to 

keep ones soul clean and how ADONAI wants it done, how each day is a fresh 

new start and every day it takes sacrifice on our part. 

 



ALERT: How God does not want us to serve Him; a warning to how our way of 

serving God is not good enough, how our ways of serving God is wrong and is 

really in rebellion against YHWH. 

 

TEMPLE WELLNESS: How God wants us to keep our physical as well as our 

spiritual beings well. How our physical body reflects and has an effect on our 

spiritual being. 

 

In other words we can say that the 3 central chapters tells us about 3 main things = 

S.A.T. 

 

1. What TO do. 

2. What NOT to do. 

3. HOW to do it, How to do it all the time and do it right.  

 

 
 2 Tim. 2:15 “Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be 

ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” 

 

 

Yeshua the Messiah said in John 5:39 

 

 
 “Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which 

testify of me.” (KJV) 

 

 

What Scriptures was He referring to?  The only ones that existed at that time, the 

Torah, the Prophets, and the Writings, the Tanak! The “New Testament” didn’t 

even exist then! 
 

What is the heart of Judaism? The Shema: 

 

 

Deut. 6:4-9 Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD: And thou shalt love the 

LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might. And these 

words, which I command thee this day, shall be in thine heart: And thou shalt teach them 

diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, and 

when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up. And 

thou shalt bind them for a sign upon thine hand, and they shall be as frontlets between 

thine eyes. And thou shalt write them upon the posts of thy house, and on thy gates. (KJV) 



 

1. God is One and Only. 

2. OBEY the TORAH all the time. 

3. TEACH TORAH to everyone all the time. 

4. KEEP the TORAH ever before your eyes. 

Today was Parashah Shemini, “8” meaning, “New Beginnings” and today is a new 

day, today is the first day of the rest of your life! Make it count! 

 

Shabbat Shalom and Shavuah Tov! 

-- Yehudah ben Shomeyr 

 

 
 


