
Polygamy, Slavery, Women’s Rights 

 

The Scriptures were written in a Middle Eastern frame of reference and culture. 

Therefore, when the Scriptures were being written and His Will was being 

revealed, it may not have been God’s perfect will to have polygamy or slavery but 

made allowances for it and showed how one can act and operate properly under 

such a cultural construct. He demanded loving and fair treatment to slaves, as if 

they were an employee with limit to ones servitude with a severance package and 

equality among one who has multiple wives. He also wisely used a polygamist 

construct as a way to safeguard and protect the vulnerable in society such as a 

widowed woman with or without children, who could not make it on her own or 

would be disgraced if she had to return to her father’s house to live. This was 

their form of social assistance and welfare.  Such passages dealing with these 

issues in the form of commands seems archaic in out monogamist and slave free 

society and so such passages can apply to an employer-employee relationship.  

 

Because of our society’s conscious and consideration of fair treatment and 

inclusion of the handicapped and the elderly; some view the Torah’s prohibition 

of not allowing the handicapped and elderly from serving in the 

Tabernacle/Temple as cruel, prejudice and unfair. But these folks fail to consider 

it is not out of prejudice that such prohibitions are set in place but it is out of 

consideration not to over tax or cause further injury or humiliation to such folks 

by having them serve and have difficulty serving in such a capacity. Also, 

spiritually the physical represents the spiritual and just as one is prohibited to 

offer a lame, blind or injured sacrifice so too the one serving must be whole.  

 

Some feel God is unfair to women due to some prohibitions in the Torah but 

again coming from an ancient Near East culture and mindset the social structure 

women were held in high esteem to be honored, treasured and protected, and so 



they were not to be in the military or were prohibited from certain things, not 

because they were inferior but they were a treasure to be protected. Actually the 

Torah was ahead of its time as a progressive document that gave women rights 

which they did not have in neighboring peoples and groups. On instance when a 

man died with no male offspring, the inheritance was given to the daughters, 

which was unheard of at that time.  


