
TORAH 

 

RaYBaSH’s Torah Thoughts 

Parashah Double Portion! # 51-52: Nitzavim & Va’yelech: “You are standing, And 

he went”  

Devarim (Deuteronomy) 29:9-31:30 

By: Rabbi Yehudah ben Shomeyr  

 

Summary: 

 

This weeks Torah portion is a double portion consisting of two short Parashot. 

Here we see the ratification of the entire Torah, Written and Oral. Not only for the 

2
nd

 generation from the Exodus that was about to entire the Promised Land, but for 

those who were yet to be born!  

 

Moshe then foretells of Israel’s future disobedience to the marital contract with G-

d called the Torah, and exile for the Promise Land that they were about to inherit. 

But he also foretells of Israel’s regathering and salvation from this future exile. 

 

Moshe concludes his public address to Israel by announcing his impending death 

and reveals the transfer of leadership to his ministry long apprentice, Yehoshua 

(Joshua). 

 

Moshe then writes down the entire Torah and puts it into the care of the Levi’im 

(Levites) and instructs them to read it in its entirety every Sabbatical year around 

the time of Sukkot (Feast of Tabernacles). 

 

Moshe composes a song to serve as a witness and a warning concerning Israel’s 

future disobedience and punishment that will ensue as a result. 

 

 

Commentary: 

 

Let us begin… 

V. 9-14 tells us that ethnicity doesn’t matter in defining or establishing a people, 

their G-d does. We see that from leader to laymen, from rich to poor, from free to 

slave, from Jew to convert, to Gentile, men, women, and children, those physically 

present then, to now, to future, YHWH seals His covenant of Torah. 

 



Not only is all Israel there, but also the mixed multitude (Ex.12:38) that went up 

with Israel out of Egypt.  I believe as some of the Rabbi’s and Sages of blessed 

memory did, that in that mixed multitude there was at least one representative from 

the 70 nations of the world at that time. 

 

We and all the peoples of the earth were there at the giving of the Torah. How? We 

were there in the DNA of our ancestors. Just as Levi was there to give tithes to 

Malki-Tzedek through his father Avraham in the book of B’resheet (Genesis), so 

YHWH made a covenant with the Goyim (Gentiles) as well and they accepted and 

agreed! However, Israel was to be the main caretakers and recipients. None the less 

this passage means that not just the Jews are to be obedient to Torah, but the 

Gentiles as well. 

 

V.15-18 Warns against forsaking YHWH and the Torah and following after pagan 

gods and their ways. 

 

 

Devarim 29:19-21 (The Scriptures Translation) 
19

“And  it  shall  be,  when  he  hears  the 

words  of  this  curse,  that  he  should  bless himself in his heart, saying, ‘I have 

peace though  I  walk  in  the  stubbornness  of  my 

heart,’   in   order   to   add   drunkenness   to thirst. 
20

“

   would   not   forgive   him,   but rather,  the  displeasure  of    and  His 

jealousy  shall  burn  against  that  man,  and 

every  curse  that  is  written  in  this  book shall settle on him, and  shall blot 

out his name from under the heavens. 
21

“And    shall separate him for evil, out 

of all the tribes of Yisra’el, according to all the curses of the covenant that are 

written in this Book of the Torah.” 

 

 

This passage is all too scary! I see this all the time in Churches and Synagogues, 

people who are self righteous, or people who say Oh, I know what the Word says, 

but it’s not speaking about me, it’s speaking about the “other guy”. 

 

 ‘I have peace though I walk in the stubbornness of my heart,’ 

 

I can still serve YHWH and eat things G-d said would make me an abomination in 

His sight. I can celebrate the Feast of the L-RD AND the Pagan Christian Holidays 

(Christmas and Easter) and be okay. I can pick and choose which commandments I 

want to follow and still be okay. I can have my cake and eat it too.   



 

Well, that’s what Akan thought too; remember where it got him and his entire 

family? Prior to the battle at Ai, G-d commanded the people to destroy everything 

and not to take any loot for yourselves. Well, while in the midst of warfare Akan 

saw some gold and some designer Babylonian cloths that caught his eye. Akan 

though he could have his cake and eat it too. “I have peace.” But as the Scriptures 

say, “Be sure your sins will find you out” (Num.32:23), Akan tried to conceal the 

booty but was divinely found out. Akan deliberately broke a divine command of 

G-d and thought he could still be okay. As a result he found out otherwise, not just 

he, but his whole family perished with him as a result of the “stubbornness of his 

heart”. (Joshua 7) 

 

We have the uncanny ability to lie to ourselves.  

 

Jer. 17:9 “The  heart  is  crooked above  all,  and desperately sick – who shall know 

it? 

 

As the 80’s contemporary Christian singer, Steve Taylor said in one of his songs, 

“Double lives take half as long.” If one deceives themselves in to believing they 

can follow G-d their way and not “Yah’s way”, they will discover that all the 

curses described in the Torah will be heaped upon them and their name will be 

blotted out from the Sefer Chiam (Book of Life). 

 

As our Messiah Himself said, “Many  shall  say  to  Me  in  that  day, ‘Master, 

Master, have we not prophesied in Your Name, and cast out demons in Your 

Name,  and  done  many  mighty  works  in Your Name?’ 
23

“And  then  I  shall  declare  to  them,  ‘I never knew you, depart from Me, you 

who work lawlessness (Torahlessness)!” (MT. 7:22-23 The Scriptures) 

 

V.21-23 tells us of then utter desolation of the people and the Land who leaves the 

ways of Torah. Why? 

 

 

Devarim 29:24-28 (The Scriptures Translation) 
24

“And  all  nations  shall  say,  ‘Why  has  done so to this land? What does the 

heat of this great displeasure mean?’ 
25

“And  it  shall  be  said,  ‘Because  they 

have forsaken the covenant of  Elohim of their fathers, which He made with 

them when He brought them out of the land of Mitsrayim. 
26

‘And    they    went    and    served    other 

mighty   ones   and   bowed   themselves   to them, mighty ones that they did not 



know and that He had not given to them, 
27

therefore    the    displeasure    of     

burned  against  this  land,  to  bring  on  it every curse that is written in this book. 
28

‘And     uprooted  them  from  their 

land  in  displeasure,  and  in  wrath,  and  in great rage, and cast them into another 

land, as it is today.’” 

 

 

Why does the modern day state of Israel not posses the entire dimensions of the 

Land of Promise as laid out in the Torah? Because the state of Israel is a secular 

democratic government, not obedient to the Torah, hence, even in the modern state 

of Israel, Israel is still in exile within the very Land itself.  This will not be rectified 

until the coming of the Messiah. 

 

V.18-20, 28 YHWH will judge and punish sins done in secret; being kept from the 

public. However, YHWH gave man authority through the Torah by setting up 

courts and a judicial system to deal with openly known sin. 

 

30:1 tell us not “if”, but “when” Israel disobeys Torah the curses WILL come upon 

them, and as we said in last weeks Torah Portion that the curses are nothing more 

than blessings in disguise.  The sole purpose of the curses is to be a wake up call to 

teshuvah (repentance).  

 

Just as the disobedience is eminent, so is the repentance! HalleluYah! V.2-8 tells 

us that first comes the Redemption, then the Restoration, then the Blessings will 

come. 

 

V.7-10 says that after the Repentance and Restoration, the curses that were upon 

Israel will now fall upon their enemies! Hence, the old adage, “What goes around, 

comes around.” A Divine Karma of sorts if you will. 

 

 

Devarim 30:10 (The Scriptures Translation) 

If  you  obey  the  voice  of     your 

Elohim,  to  guard  His  commands  and  His laws which are written in this Book of 

the Torah,   if   you   turn   back   to      your 

Elohim  with  all  your  heart  and  with  all your being. 
11

“For  this  command  which  I  am  commanding you today, it is not too hard for 

you, nor is it far off. 
12

“It is not in the heavens, to say, ‘Who 

shall  ascend  into  the  heavens  for  us,  and 

bring  it  to  us,  and  cause  us  to  hear  it,  so that we do it?’ 
13

“Nor is it beyond 



the sea, to say, ‘Who shall go over the sea for us, and bring it to us, and cause us to 

hear it, so that we do it?’ 
14

“For the Word is very near you, in your mouth and in 

your heart – to do it.  

 

 

Rav Sha’ul (Paul) quotes these verses in Romans 10:6-10 

 

It is said by many Christians that the only purpose of the Law is to show us that we 

can’t keep it. So why bother, the Law is done away with and we are under grace. 

We just simply follow G-d as we feel led. WHAT!!!??? Hello!? Just check you 

brain in at the door please. This defies all logic! What kind of a sadistic god would 

show the world his divine and perfect will if we couldn’t keep it? Verse 14 says the 

purpose of the Torah (G-d’s divine will) is to do it! Does this mean we will 

flawlessly abide by the Torah? Of coarse not, we are fallen sinful beings after the 

likeness of Adam. But this does not excuse us from keeping the Torah? No, 

forgiveness and being spared the death penalty for breaking the Law is what grace 

is truly all about.  David says in the Psalms that the Torah is Truth and Wisdom. 

These are divine instructions on how we should live.  That’s the literal translation 

of the word Torah; Instructions. So when Christians say that the Torah is done 

away with, they are saying G-d has done away with His Truth, Wisdom and 

Instructions for us. G-d and Yeshua the Messiah said that, “If you love me you will 

keep My commandments.” Now Yeshua is one with YHWH (John 17), so the Sons 

commandments are no different from the Fathers. Yeshua also said that His 

purpose was not to do away with the Torah, but to show us how to observe it 

correctly (Mt. 5:17-19). 

 

The above passage tells us that the Torah, G-d’s Instructions are accessible, 

understandable, applicable, and possible to, and able to be kept. 

 

V.15-20 concluding this chapter we see that following the Torah is 1.) A choice, 

and 2.) Literally a matter of life and death.  YHWH Himself isn’t even exempt 

from keeping the Torah. The Torah is clear that every word must be established by 

at least two witnesses. Well, he Torah, G-d’s very words, has two witnesses, 

Heaven and Earth. They are ever present witnesses one can never run or hide from. 

For as the Torah, the world will stand forever (Rev. 21:1, Is. 65:17, 66:22, II Pet. 

3:10-14). 

 

Now to get a little philosophical; Once a person become sentient enough to realize 

ones own mortality, one asks himself the universal question, “What is the meaning 

of life?” Well, here it is: 



Devarim 30:20 (The Scriptures Translation) 
20”

to love   your Elohim, to obey His voice, and to cling to Him…” (Also see 

Ecc.12:13) 

 

 

Now for the second Torah Portion in our Shabbat double header! 

 

31:2 and he said to them, “I am one hundred and twenty years old today. I am no 

longer able to go out and come in. And   has 

said  to  me,  ‘You  do  not  pass  over  this Yarden.’ 

 

The Sages of blessed memory said that Moshe was born on the 7
th

 of Adar. Verse 2 

says he is 120 years old “today”, so thus he died on his birthday! Wow! What a 

birthday gift! 

“Today my days and years were fulfilled; on this day I was born, and on this day I 

shall die... This is to teach us that G-d fulfills the years of the righteous to the day 

and to the month, as it is written (Exodus 23:26): "I shall fulfill the number of your 

days." -- Talmud, Rosh Hashanah 11a 

 

Let me ask you a question. What would you do if this was the last day of your life 

here on earth? 

 

Well, this is what Moshe did with his final 24 hours: 

 

 Inaugurated a new national leader; Yehoshua (Joshua). V.3,7-8 

 Finished writing the Torah and gave last instructions to the Levi’im. V.9-13, 

24-29 

 Prophecies to Israel concerning their future. V.14-21 

 Composed and taught a song. V.22-23,30 

 Encouraged and edified others. V.23 

 Blessed each tribe. (Deut.33) 

 

The only way Moshe could have done all this in a 24 hour period is if he was 

completely right with YHWH. 

 



Notice that Moshe didn’t have to ask, plead and beg for G-d and others to forgive 

him. He didn’t have to make amends with anyone. He therefore had time to do the 

work of YHWH up till his very last breath! 

 

If you know you were going to die today would you have time to: 

 

 Pass the torch of Torah and leadership to your children and or talmidim 

(disciples)? 

 Bless your family and friends? 

 Have one last time together to study torah, and sing with your family and 

friends? 

 Encourage your family and friends to press on and have no fear after you 

pass on? 

 Be right and in tune enough to give a prophecy to your family and friends 

concerning their future? 

 

In the 10 days of Awe between Rosh Hashanah (Feast of Trumpets/New Years) 

and Yom Kippur (Day of Atonement) make things right with G-d and mankind so 

if you were to die on Yom Kippur you could go out serving YHWH till the every 

end! 

 

Shabbat Shalom and Shavuah Tov! 

-- Rabbi Yehudah 

 

Torah on Youtube: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-SFK7CUlS28  

   http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rgqMKQM7DUo 

 

HAFTARAH 

 

RaYBaSH’s Haftarah Hashings 

Parashah Double Portion! # 51-52: Nitzavimim & Va’yelech: “You are standing, 

And he went”  

Isa. 61:10-63:9 & 55:6-56:8 

By: Rabbi Yehudah ben Shomeyr   
 

 

Again, we are reading the Prophetic words of comfort to Israel. However, these 

words fit well with our Torah Portion. Remember the song that Moshe taught the 

Children of Israel? The song that will come back to them when they find 

themselves exiled, away from G-d and His Torah (Deut. 31:16-22, 30)? 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-SFK7CUlS28
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rgqMKQM7DUo


  

This Haftarah comes at a time when Israel will mourn over their whoredom and 

rebellion and they will repent and come back to G-d, and He will deliver them. 

 

Isa 55:12 Seek ye the LORD while he may be found, call ye upon him while he is near: Let 

the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto 

the LORD, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly 

pardon. For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the 

LORD. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your 

ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts. For as the rain cometh down, and the snow 

from heaven, and returneth not thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth 

and bud, that it may give seed to the sower, and bread to the eater: So shall my word be 

that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish 

that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it. For ye shall go out 

with joy, and be led forth with peace: the mountains and the hills shall break forth before 

you into singing, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.  

 

Isa. 56:8 The Lord GOD, which gathereth the outcasts of Israel saith, Yet will I gather 

others to him, beside those that are gathered unto him. 

Isa. 63:9 In all their affliction he was afflicted, and the angel of his presence saved them: in 

his love and in his pity he redeemed them; and he bare them, and carried them all the days 

of old. 

 

Isa. 62:4, 12 Thou shalt no more be termed Forsaken; neither shall thy land any more be 

termed Desolate: but thou shalt be called Hephzibah, and thy land Beulah: for the LORD 

delighteth in thee, and thy land shall be married…And they shall call them, The holy 

people, The redeemed of the LORD: and thou shalt be called, Sought out, A city not 

forsaken. 

 

I think the most comforting thing about these passages, and the thing that means 

most to me now, is not that in the future we will all return to the Land. No, what 

comforts me most is that even in exile, even now when so many Jews live outside 

the Promised Land, that G-d is actually in exile with us. For the return to the Land 

is a given. But sometimes, when it feels we are so for from Him, His Ways and His 

People, we may begin to doubt. But… 

 

Isa. 63:9 “In all their affliction he was afflicted…” 



 

This gives me hope, the hope and the strength to carry on until the day comes when 

we shall return to the Land. 

 

Shabbat Shalom and Shavuah Tov, 

-- Rabbi Yehudah 
 

 

 

Haftarah on Youtube: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vZ4jqfs0IKg  

 

 

BRIT CHADASHA 

 

 

RaYBaSH’s Brit Chadashah Connections 

Parashah Double Portion! # 51-52: Nitzavim & Va’yelech: “You are standing, And 

he went”  

Mattew 28:18-20, Hebrews 13:5-6 

By: Rabbi Yehudah ben Shomeyr 

 

Deut. 31:7-8, 23 And Moses called unto Joshua, and said unto him in the sight of all Israel, 

Be strong and of a good courage: for thou must go with this people unto the land which the 

LORD hath sworn unto their fathers to give them; and thou shalt cause them to inherit it. 

And the LORD, he it is that doth go before thee; he will be with thee, he will not fail thee, 

neither forsake thee: fear not, neither be dismayed… And he gave Joshua the son of Nun a 

charge, and said, Be strong and of a good courage: for thou shalt bring the children of 

Israel into the land which I sware unto them: and I will be with thee. 

 

Wow! I bet Yehoshua was a ball of nerves, he was about to fill some great shoes! I 

bet looking at it from his standpoint and seeing all that Moshe had to endure, I bet 

he wondered if he could pull it off! Even with Moshes blessings and vote of 

confidence I’m sure he might have said, “Yeah, easy for you to say! Your about to 

go Home, I’m the one who has to see this journey till its end!” If only Yehoshua 

could have time traveled to the here and now, and read ahead of time all that befell 

him and all Israel. Then he would have known for sure that G-d was with him and 

he would make it successfully to the end. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vZ4jqfs0IKg


Easy for us to say! Many times we are in Yehoshua’s shoes. We are stuck in the 

here and now at the start of a big endeavor; at the start of a new job, ministry or 

what have you, and we wonder, “Can I pull this off? Will G-d REALLY see me 

through!?” If only we could time travel and know the out come right? Wrong! The 

most important part of the journey is not the arrival to our destination, but the 

journey itself. That is where we learn the lessons and to be able to do what is 

needed at our arrival to our destination.  

We tend to be so foolish and doubtful. If we just stop and think of all that G-d has 

brought us through to this point we would realize that;  

1. We are sitting here contemplating and thus G-d has at least seen us through 

this far. 

2. There have been some close calls but at the last minute G-d always came 

through. 

3. Even when we screwed up royally and it looked like the end, G-d again 

saved out tale and saw us through in His mercy. 

4. The outcome may not have been what we expected, but He saw us through 

nonetheless. 

To think and draw upon these things, plus the passage of Scripture we are 

discussing right now should be enough to help us to push through. 

We must also remember and take heart that our Messiah has encouraged us a 

Moshe did Yehoshua.  

 

 
Matthew 28:20b …lo, I am with you alway, [even] unto the end of the world. Amen. 

 

Hebrews 13:5-6[Let your] conversation [be] without covetousness; [and be] content with 

such things as ye have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee. So that we 

may boldly say, The Lord [is] my helper, and I will not fear what man shall do unto me. 

 

 

We are like Yeshua’s Yehoshua’s, we are his ambassadors, the ones who 

represents Him in his absence. 

 

Matthew 28:18-20 And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto 

me in heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all 



things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end 

of the world. Amen. 

 

If He has given us the power and authority of His Name, don’t you think He WILL 

carry us through? 

 

Shabbat Shalom and Shavuah Tov! 

-- Rabbi Yehudah 
 

 

Brit Chadasha on Youtube: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y8MsxegFwTA 

       http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OEoEwESW7v0  

 
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y8MsxegFwTA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OEoEwESW7v0

