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Summary:  

 

This Torah Portion is about Yitro (Jethro), Moshe’s Father-in-law and how he 

helped save Israel by his advice to Moshe (Moses). Also, we get introduced to the 

Ten Commandments. 

 

 

Commentary: 

 

 
Exodus 18:1 “When Jethro, the priest of Midian, Moses' father in law, heard of all that 

God had done for Moses, and for Israel his people, and that the LORD had brought Israel 

out of Egypt;” (KJV) 

 

Of what did he hear that he came? Of the splitting of the Red Sea and the war against 

Amalek.— Rashi 

 

V.1 News back then was carried by travelers, merchants, and local witnesses. 

Often news was exchanged at city gates where the leaders and elders would 

congregate, in the market place and in places of worship. Especially since the news 

dealt with all the gods of Egypt being defeated by the 10 plagues that the Hebrew 

God dished out. Merchants would have been trading in Egypt at that drawn out 

period of time and would have been eye witnesses to these events first hand.  

 

 
And Jethro heard... and Jethro came... (Exodus 18:1)  

This is the meaning of the verse (Proverbs 27:10), "Better a close neighbor than a distant 

brother." "A close neighbor"--this is Jethro; "a distant brother" refers to Esau. -- Midrash 

Rabbah 

 



 
Exodus 16:2 “Then Jethro, Moses' father in law, took Zipporah, Moses' wife, after he had 

sent her back,” (KJV) 

 

 

Moshe Most likely sent his family away for reasons of safety and so as not to have 

any distractions to the task at hand, and not for reasons of divorce, Moshe was 

against divorce (Mat. 19:7-9), for in verse five Tzipporah is still mentioned as his 

wife. Through Tzipporah is how Yitro heard of the news of all what ADONAI has 

done. 

 

 
No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he may please him 

who hath chosen him to be a soldier. – Ii Tim. 2:4 
 

 

Moses likely felt like a General leading an army and had a great cross to bear in all 

this which later Jethro will see and express his concern for Moses.  

 

Moses did have military experience as he was schooled as a prince of Egypt in 

military tactics and protocol, but also because in Jasher it says prior to his staying 

with Jethro at Midian, that he went to Cush and became the leader of one of their 

armies. 

 

When G-d said to Moses in Midian, "Go, return to Egypt" (Exodus 4:19), "Moses took his 

wife and sons..." (ibid., v. 20). When Aaron later met with him "at the mountain of G-d" 

(v. 27), he said to him: "Who are these?" Said Moses: "This is my wife whom I married in 

Midian and these are my children" "Where are you taking them?" asked Aaron. "To 

Egypt," said Moses. Said Aaron to Moses: "We are grieving over the ones already in 

Egypt, and you propose to add to their number!" So Moses said to Zipporah, "Return to 

your father's house," and she took her two sons and went away. -- Mechilta; Rashi 

 

Exodus 18:3-4 “And her two sons; of which the name of the one was Gershom; for he said, 

I have been an alien in a strange land: And the name of the other was Eliezer; for the God 

of my father, said he, was mine help, and delivered me from the sword of Pharaoh:” (KJV) 

 

Moshe’s son’s names here are self-explanatory. 

 



Exodus 18:5-6 “And Jethro, Moses' father in law, came with his sons and his wife unto 

Moses into the wilderness, where he encamped at the mount of God: And he said unto 

Moses, I thy father in law Jethro am come unto thee, and thy wife, and her two sons with 

her.” (KJV) 

 

Yitro waited until it was safe to reunite Moshe and his family. 

 

Exodus 18:7 “And Moses went out to meet his father in law, and did obeisance, and kissed 

him; and they asked each other of their welfare; and they came into the tent.” (KJV) 

 

This is a sign of honor and respect for an Elder and Patriarch and possibly for his 

religious office. For Midyan (Midian) is from Abraham through Kiturah (Keturah) 

(Gen.25:1-4) And according to Jewish Tradition Kiturah was really Hagar, Sarah’s 

handmaid, who was Pharaoh’s daughter, who became a follower of YHWH the 

God of Israel and her name was changed to reflect that (Gen. 12:11-17, 16:1). 

So Yitro may have had foundational truths concerning the God of Abraham. Some 

scholars and writers speculate while Moshe was being raised in Egyptian Religion, 

and all the training he received was required for him to be a prince in Egypt next in 

line to Pharaoh’s throne, (for he was the adopted son of Pharaoh’s daughter). That 

he was also taught by his Nanny, who was really his Mother (Exodus 2:5-10) about 

the God of the Hebrews. And after he fled from Egyptian (Exodus 2:11-15) He 

also learned religion and theology from the peoples of the surrounding area’s from 

Yitro the priest of Midyan, because he joined him by marrying his daughter 

Tzipporah and tending the family flocks.  

It is also interesting to note Moshe being raised as a prince in line for the throne in 

Egypt that he ended up in a career that he, being raised as an Egyptian, was raised 

to detest; a Sheep Herder (Gen. 43:32, 46:31-34). 

 

 Exodus 18:7-12 “And Moses went out to meet his father in law, and did obeisance, and 

kissed him; and they asked each other of their welfare; and they came into the tent. And 

Moses told his father in law all that the LORD had done unto Pharaoh and to the 

Egyptians for Israel's sake, and all the travail that had come upon them by the way, and 

how the LORD delivered them. And Jethro rejoiced for all the goodness which the LORD 



had done to Israel, whom he had delivered out of the hand of the Egyptians. And Jethro 

said, Blessed be the LORD, who hath delivered you out of the hand of the Egyptians, and 

out of the hand of Pharaoh, who hath delivered the people from under the hand of the 

Egyptians. Now I know that the LORD is greater than all gods: for in the thing wherein 

they dealt proudly he was above them. And Jethro, Moses' father in law, took a burnt 

offering and sacrifices for God: and Aaron came, and all the elders of Israel, to eat bread 

with Moses' father in law before God.” (KJV) 

 

Where it says “Jethro rejoiced for all the goodness which the LORD had done to 

Israel…” it can be taken in one of two ways. The word “rejoiced” is actually the 

word “prickled.” Like the tingling sensation where your hair stands up on end 

when you encounter something shocking and or other-worldly. The Rabbis and 

sages say he either prickled with joy or prickled with uneasiness because of the 

awesome might this “Great I AM” had over the whole pantheon of Egypt and the 

favor He had on this emancipated troop of former slaves.  

 

However, according to the Book of Jasher before he came to Midyan he was ruler 

of the people of Cush for 40 years. 

 

This tells us that he had full knowledge of every idol in the world, for he had worshipped 

them all. -- Mechilta; Rashi 

 

The Torah could not be given to Israel until Jethro, the great and supreme priest of the all 

pagan world, and confessed his faith in the Holy One, saying, "Now I know that G-d is 

greater than all the gods." -- Zohar 

 

Verses 11-12 would imply Yitro converted to the Hebrews Faith and was 

convinced that the God of Abraham (YHWH/Adonai) was the one true God, and 

not the gods of whom he was priest of, nor the gods of the surrounding areas and 

definitely not the gods of Egypt. Nor the god(s) of Ishmael’s family, for by this 

time, even though Ishmael left believing and practicing what his father Abraham 

believed, by this time Ishmael’s family most likely assimilated into the peoples of 

the lands where they settled. A conversion or a pact/covenant with a people or a 



god was usually celebrated and sealed by a sacrifice and a meal with all the priest, 

elders, and people. 

 

Exodus 18:13-16 “And it came to pass on the morrow, that Moses sat to judge the people: 

and the people stood by Moses from the morning unto the evening. And when Moses' 

father in law saw all that he did to the people, he said, What is this thing that thou doest to 

the people? why sittest thou thyself alone, and all the people stand by thee from morning 

unto even? And Moses said unto his father in law, Because the people come unto me to 

enquire of God: When they have a matter, they come unto me; and I judge between one 

and another, and I do make them know the statutes of God, and his laws.” (KJV) 

 

This shows that Torah to some extent was known orally up to this point. Because 

from Kayin (Cain) and Avel (Abel) to Moshe (Moses) and the Patriarch’s, known 

of the sacrificial system and a sense of morality. For Abraham was convicted for 

lying and disputed over fairness concerning wells he dug (Gen. 12:11-20, 21:22-

34). Also, Moshe being raised in Egypt to be a future ruler, and according to Jasher 

put what he had been taught in Egypt into practice in the land of Cush, he was 

more than able to rule a people. BUT this education and experience caused Moshe 

to rule as a benevolent dictator, and it totally never crossed his mind to do what his 

newly converted Father-in-Law advised him to do. 

 

Exodus 18:17-23 “And Moses' father in law said unto him, The thing that thou doest is not 

good. Thou wilt surely wear away, both thou, and this people that is with thee: for this 

thing is too heavy for thee; thou art not able to perform it thyself alone. Hearken now unto 

my voice, I will give thee counsel, and God shall be with thee: Be thou for the people to 

God-ward, that thou mayest bring the causes unto God: And thou shalt teach them 

ordinances and laws, and shalt shew them the way wherein they must walk, and the work 

that they must do. Moreover thou shalt provide out of all the people able men, such as fear 

God, men of truth, hating covetousness; and place such over them, to be rulers of 

thousands, and rulers of hundreds, rulers of fifties, and rulers of tens: And let them judge 

the people at all seasons: and it shall be, that every great matter they shall bring unto thee, 

but every small matter they shall judge: so shall it be easier for thyself, and they shall bear 

the burden with thee. If thou shalt do this thing, and God command thee so, then thou shalt 

be able to endure, and all this people shall also go to their place in peace.” (KJV) 

 



Part of Israel’s and the Jewish people’s survival to date is on account of Yitro’s 

wise advice! 

His advice was to delegate responsibility, learn to help other’s lead and help and to 

not be so controlling, which is NOT was he was taught at “Egyptian Delta High”! 

There’s more to leadership than playing Judge Judy all day. 

Here is all that Jasher has to say on Yitro. Notice it implies that he does convert in 

verse five. 

 

Jasher 82:1-5 And the children of Israel proceeded from Rephidim and they encamped in 

the wilderness of Sinai, in the third month from their going forth from Egypt. At that time 

came Reuel the Midianite, the father-in-law of Moses, with Zipporah his daughter and her 

two sons, for he had heard of the wonders of the Lord which he had done to Israel, that he 

had delivered them from the hand of Egypt. And Reuel came to Moses to the wilderness 

where he was encamped, where was the mountain of God. And Moses went forth to meet 

his father-in-law with great honor, and all Israel was with him. And Reuel and his children 

remained amongst the Israelites for many days, and Reuel knew the Lord from that day 

forward. 

 

Exodus 18:23 “If thou shalt do this thing, and God command thee so, then thou shalt be 

able to endure, and all this people shall also go to their place in peace.” (KJV) 

 

Yitro was confident of his advice, but encouraged Moshe to confirm it through 

YHWH.  Sometimes we’re so busy and overwhelmed that we can’t hear God 

speaking directly to our spirits. This is when He employs His message in a 

verbal/tangible way through family, friends and even at times our enemies! Most 

likely God was already trying to tell this to Moshe but he was too busy sun up to 

sundown to have any quiet time to hear Him. We notice afterwards he’s always 

taking time to hear God speak. 

 

Exodus 18:24 “So Moses hearkened to the voice of his father in law, and did all that he had 

said.” (KJV) 

 



He took Yitro’s advice so as to honor him and his God given wisdom. 

 

Exodus 18:27 “And Moses let his father in law depart; and he went his way into his own 

land.” (KJV) 

 

Yitro’s work is done. It appears he left his daughter and grandsons behind with 

Moshe. Perhaps because due to his delegating many responsibilities he now had 

more time to devote to being a Husband and a Father.  

 

In Chapter 19 verses 1-6 Adonai tells of His intentions to Covenant with Israel. 

This included the whole world for it is speculated that the mixed multitude that 

went up with Israel in Exodus 12:38 out of Egypt. That there was at least one 

representative from each of the 70 nations present on the earth at that time. 

 

In the ownerless wilderness was the Torah given to the people of Israel. For if it were given 

in the Land of Israel, the residents of the Land of Israel would say, "It is ours"; and if it 

were given in some other place, the residents of that place would say, "It is ours." 

Therefore it was given in the wilderness, so that anyone who wishes to acquire it may 

acquire it. -- Mechilta D'Rashbi 

 

Why was the Torah given in the desert? To teach us that if a person does not surrender 

himself to it like the desert, he cannot merit the words of Torah. And to teach us that just 

as the desert is endless, so is the Torah without end. -- Pesikta D'Rav Kahana 

 

“Just as a female proselyte, or woman freed from captivity, or an emancipated slave, any 

not enter wedlock before she has for three months lived as a free Jewess, (Possibly to see if 

she was pregnant, in this case to see if Israel was pregnant with pagan ways, and to give the 

opportunity to offer necessary sacrifices, in this case to self evaluate and to make 

Teshuvah.) so G-d also waited three months after before His union with Israel from 

bondage and slavery of Egypt before His union with Israel on Mount Sinai. G-d 

furthermore treated His bride as did that king who went to the marriage ceremony only 

after he had overwhelmed his chosen bride with many gifts. So did Israel first receive 



manna, the well, and the quails, not till then was the Torah granted them.” – Legends of 

the Bible, Louis Ginzberg (parenthesis mine) 

“To say the Torah is only for the Jews is ridiculous.  When the Torah was given, yes, it was 

given to B’ney Yisrael, but remember, there was the mixed multitude that went out with 

them during the Exodus. (Exodus 12:38)  The mixed multitude was there when the Torah 

was given.  And they, like Israel, agreed to obey and live by the Torah.   

 

It is in my opinion (and some Sages will agree with me) that in the mixed multitude there 

was a representative from all the seventy nations of the world at that time.  For everyone 

present, even the mixed multitude, said “Yes, we will obey!” (Ex. 19:8), Even BEFORE 

they heard all that was expected of them!  Levi, who wasn’t born yet, gave tithe to 

Melchizedek through Abraham (Heb. 7:1-5), so in like manner mankind agreed to obey the 

Torah through those ancestors who were at Sinai when the Torah was given. 

 

It is said of the Torah in Scriptures (too numerous to mention) that it is forever, for all 

generations.  Nowhere does it say that one day it will be done away with or annulled by the 

coming of the Messiah.  On the contrary, Yeshua, our Messiah, said in Matthew 5:17-20 

“Think not…”  Some people stop there and fail to read on “…that I’ve come to destroy the 

Torah and the prophets, I didn’t come to abolish, but to fulfill.”   The Greek and Hebrew 

word for fulfill does not mean to complete or stop, but to fill up to bring it to full meaning.  

Yeshua showed us how to live Torah appropriately.  Some say that the “Law of Christ” 

supersedes the Law of ADONAI.  When has it ever been proper for a son to tell a father 

what to do, or the command of a son to over rule the command of a Father?  Since when 

did sons make the rules to be followed and obeyed?   What sense does it make for Yeshua, 

the Living manifestation of Torah and God in human form to say, “You know all the Rules 

my Father laid out for you to obey?  Well, forget about ‘em. I’m calling the shots now; it’s 

a whole new ballgame.”  That would make ADONAI: 

 

1) A Liar – It is impossible for God to lie. (Num.23:19, Titus 1:2) He is always and 

forever the same. (Mal.3:6, Heb. 13:8)   

2) Double minded. The Scriptures talk about one who is double minded is unstable in 

all he does. (James 1:8)   

 

Is our God a liar? Double minded? Unstable? If I may use an old catch phrase: “NOT!”  

ADONAI and Yeshua are “Echad” one in plurality (John 10:30, John 17) and Yeshua said 

“If you love me, you will keep my commandments.” (John 14:15) He is referring to the 

Torah. Yeshua’s commandments are no different than ADONAI’s.  A couple of my 

personal mottos are, “If you don’t have Torah, you don’t have Messiah.” And, “A Messiah 

with out Torah is no Messiah at all.”  Yeshua the Messiah is the Living Torah, the Light of 

the world.  A Messiah without the Torah is like a flashlight without batteries.  

 

The word “Torah” has been translated “Law”, and rightly so, but the root meaning is 

“Teachings” and “Instructions”.   So does it make any sense to say the Yahshua came to do 

away with ADONAI’s Teachings and Instructions!?  Absolutely not!  If you went through 

survival training you wouldn’t get out there and say, “I’m not going to obey my survival 



instructors’ teachings, I’m going to pick and choose what I like that he taught and wing the 

rest.”  NO! Survival instructions are as LAW to you, it is your life!  You obey and live, or 

you ignore and die!  Didn’t God say to Israel that the Torah was their life (Deut. 32:47)!” – 

Get Back to the First Century by Rabbi Yehudah ben Shomeyr  

 

V. 7-19 the mixed multitude joined themselves to Israel by agreeing to this 

Covenant. So when the Torah was given on Mont Sinai, every person alive today 

heard it through their ancestors being present. In other words we were there 

through our ancestors DNA, for we would eventually be born from them and we 

carry a piece of their original makeup in us. So when they heard the Torah and 

agreed to it, they did it on behalf of all the generations that would come from them. 

In Jewish thought if you murder some one it’s as if you killed a whole world for 

you not only killed that individual, but all who would have proceeded from him. 

Same principle applies here.  

So the concept that the Torah is just for the Jews is a lie. 

 

Numbers 15:15-16, 29 “One ordinance shall be both for you of the congregation, and also 

for the stranger that sojourneth with you, an ordinance for ever in your generations: as ye 

are, so shall the stranger be before the LORD. One law and one manner shall be for you, 

and for the stranger that sojourneth with you… Ye shall have one law for him that sinneth 

through ignorance, both for him that is born among the children of Israel, and for the 

stranger that sojourneth among them.” (KJV) 

 

And there Israel camped opposite the mountain (19:2) 

At all their other encampments, the verse says vayachanu ("and they camped," in the 

plural); here it says vayichan ("and he camped," in the singular). For all other 

encampments were in argument and dissent, whereas here they camped as one man, with 

one heart. -- Mechilta; Rashi 

 

Exodus 19:3-4 “And Moses went up unto God, and the LORD called unto him out of the 

mountain, saying, Thus shalt thou say to the house of Jacob, and tell the children of Israel; 

Ye have seen what I did unto the Egyptians, and how I bare you on eagles' wings, and 

brought you unto myself.” (KJV) 



 

The House of Ya’akov (Jacob) and the Children of Israel included that mixed 

multitude. In Ezekiel 37 there is a prophecy of Yehudah (Judah) and all who attach 

themselves to her (the Gentiles) will be one with Ephrayim (Ephraim: the rest of 

Israel, the 10 tribes) and all who attach themselves with her (more Gentiles).  

 

Exodus 19:8 “And all the people answered together, and said, All that the LORD hath 

spoken we will do. And Moses returned the words of the people unto the LORD.” (KJV) 

 

So here we see all present, Israel and the mixed multitude agreed to it. 

 

“G-d had wanted to give the Torah to the Jews immediately after the Exodus from Egypt, 

but among them were found many that were lame halt, or deaf; wherefore G-d said; “That 

Torah is without blemish, hence would I not bestow it on a nation that has in such as are 

burdened with defects. Nor do I want to wait until their children shall have grown to 

manhood, for I do not desire any longer to delay the delight of the Torah.” For these 

reasons nothing was left Him to do but to heal those afflicted with disease…. For one other 

reason did G-d delay the revelation of the Torah. He had intended giving them the Torah 

immediately after their Exodus from Egypt, but at the beginning of the march through the 

desert, the new moon of the third month, when they arrived at Mount Sinai; whereupon G-

d said: “The ways of the Torah are the ways of loveliness, and all its paths are of peace; I 

will yield the Torah to a nation that dwells in peace and amity.” – Legends of the Bible, 

Louis Ginzberg 

 

 Exodus 19:9 “And the LORD said unto Moses, Lo, I come unto thee in a thick cloud, that 

the people may hear when I speak with thee, and believe thee for ever. And Moses told the 

words of the people unto the LORD.” (KJV) 

 

It is said in several places no one can literally see God and live, this was said to 

Moshe (Ex.33:20), and Samson’s parents brought this concept up in (Judge 13:15-

23) God has always put a buffer between Him and man. Because man is sinful by 

nature because of the willful sin of Adam and Chavah (Eve), and in turn finite and 

mortal, and so a Holy sinless, infinite, immortal God cannot be in the presence of 



unholy sinful, finite, mortal man with out having death as the end result. Like the 

natural reaction when one puts vinegar to baking soda. This is why God turned his 

back on Yeshua while he was on the execution stake (cross) (See: Deut.21:22-23, 

Gal. 3:13). 

Without a buffer of blood from a sacrifice and now Yeshua, no one can approach 

ADONAI and live. 

Even in the Tabernacle and the Temple later on, on Yom Kippur (Day of 

Atonement) a smoke screen of burning incense had to precede the priest and fill 

the Holy of Holies before the priest could sprinkle the blood of the sacrifice on the 

Ark of the Covenant, G-d’s throne on earth, because His presence was 

“seen”/resided between the two K’ruvim (Cherubim) on the Mercy Seat (lid) of the 

Ark. 

And even prior to this he had to prepare himself with washings, special garments, 

and a sacrifice for himself and his family before he could conduct the rites to atone 

for the nations sins (Lev. 16, 23:26-32). 

 

 Exodus 19:10-15 “And the LORD said unto Moses, Go unto the people, and sanctify them 

to day and to morrow, and let them wash their clothes, And be ready against the third day: 

for the third day the LORD will come down in the sight of all the people upon mount Sinai. 

And thou shalt set bounds unto the people round about, saying, Take heed to yourselves, 

that ye go not up into the mount, or touch the border of it: whosoever toucheth the mount 

shall be surely put to death: There shall not an hand touch it, but he shall surely be stoned, 

or shot through; whether it be beast or man, it shall not live: when the trumpet soundeth 

long, they shall come up to the mount. And Moses went down from the mount unto the 

people, and sanctified the people; and they washed their clothes. And he said unto the 

people, Be ready against the third day: come not at your wives.” (KJV) 

 

“The third month was chosen for revelation, because everything that is closely connected 

with the Torah and with Israel is triple in number. The Torah consists of three parts, the 

(Torah), the Prophets, and the Writings; similarly the oral law consists of Midrash, 

Halakah, and Haggadah. The communications between G-d and Israel were carried on by 

three, Moshe Aharon, and Miriam. Israel also is divided into three divisions, priests, 

Levites, and laymen; and they are, furthermore, the descendants of the three Patriarchs, 

Avraham, Yitzchak, and Ya’akov. For G-d has a preference for “the third”; It was the 

third of Adam’s sons, Seth, who became the ancestor of humanity, and so too it was the 

third among Noah’s sons, Shem, who attained high station. Among the Jewish kings, too, it 

was the third, Sholomo, whom G-d distinguished before all others. The number three plays 



a particularly important part in the life of Moshe. He belonged to the tribe of Levi, which is 

not only the third of the tribes, but has a name consisting of three letters (In Hebrew). He 

himself was the third of the children of the family; concealed by his mother throughout 

three months; and in the third month of the year, after a preparation of three days, sis he 

receive the Torah on a mountain, the name of which consists of three letters (In Hebrew).” 

– Legends of the Bible, Louis Ginzberg (Parenthesis mine) 

 

Exodus 19:13 And it came to pass on the third day in the morning, that there were 

thunders and lightnings, and a thick cloud upon the mount, and the voice of the trumpet 

exceeding loud; so that all the people that was in the camp trembled. 

 

Some have speculated it was a volcano, others say it was the result of the 

Midionite and Kenite blacksmiths who were relatives and allies of Israel, forging 

weapons for Israel. 

  

And it came to pass on the third day (19:16) 

A Galilean scholar lectured before Rabbi Chisda: "Blessed be the Merciful One who gave a 

three-fold Torah (consisting of Torah, Prophets and Scriptures) to a three-fold people 

(comprised of Kohanim, Levites and Israelites) through a third-born (Moses, the third 

child of Amram and Jocheved) on the third day in the third month. -- Talmud, Shabbat 

88a 

 

The Torah is associated with the number "3" because the ultimate function of Torah is "to 

make peace in the world" and "3" represents the concept of peace. 

Peace is unity in diversity. The number "1" implies exclusivity and singularity; the number 

"2" connotes diversity and plurality; the number "3" represents a state in which the 

diversity of "2" is superseded by a third, encompassing truth, within whose context 

differences no longer divide but rather unite diverse components into a harmonious whole. 

This is the function to Torah: to introduce a unity of purpose to the diverse objects, forces 

and peoples of creation, uniting them all in the harmonious endeavor of serving the divine 

objective in creation. -- The Chassidic Masters 

 



Three is God’s signature for Echad, His one ness in plurality; there are three pillars 

in the Seforitic Tree. Binah: masculine for Understanding represented by Abba 

YHWH, Chochmah: the feminine for Wisdom represented by the Ruach Ha 

Kodesh (Holy Spirit), and Keter: Crown which is represented by Yeshua 

Moshieynu called the lesser YHWH in Kabbalah. It was three days that Yeshua 

was in the tomb. 

 

I am G-d your G-d (20:2) 

Because G-d appeared to them at the Red Sea as a mighty warrior, at Sinai as a sage 

teaching Torah, in the days of Solomon as a handsome lad and in the times of Daniel as a 

compassionate old man, G-d said to them: Just because you perceive Me in many guises, do 

not thinks that there are many gods; rather, it is I who was at the sea, I who was at Sinai, I 

who is in every place -- "I am G-d your G-d." -- Midrash Tanchuma 

 

Three days so each person can deal with each section of his being; Spirit, Soul and 

Body. 

This reminds us of Israel preparing for Yom Kippur (Lev. 23:29). 

Israel must be sure their heart, attitude, motives, spirit, soul and body were ready to 

see, hear and receive God. 

 

 Exodus 19:13-19 “There shall not an hand touch it, but he shall surely be stoned, or shot 

through; whether it be beast or man, it shall not live: when the trumpet soundeth long, they 

shall come up to the mount.And it came to pass on the third day in the morning, that there 

were thunders and lightnings, and a thick cloud upon the mount, and the voice of the 

trumpet exceeding loud; so that all the people that was in the camp trembled. And Moses 

brought forth the people out of the camp to meet with God; and they stood at the nether 

part of the mount. And mount Sinai was altogether on a smoke, because the LORD 

descended upon it in fire: and the smoke thereof ascended as the smoke of a furnace, and 

the whole mount quaked greatly. And when the voice of the trumpet sounded long, and 

waxed louder and louder, Moses spake, and God answered him by a voice.”(KJV) 

 

“The shofar blown at Mount Sinai, when the Torah was given, came from the ram which 

had been sacrificed in place of Isaac. The left horn was blown for a shofar at Mount Sinai 



and its right horn will be blown to herald the coming of Moshiach. The right horn was 

larger than the left, and thus concerning the days of Moshiach it is written. “on that day a 

great shofar will be blown.” – Bikurei Tziyon Issue # 67, pg. 19 

 

Why Sinai? Jewish tradition states that Sinai was part of Moriah smallest and 

humblest of mountains. The same mountain chain where Abraham bound Yitzchak 

(Isaac) and where the Temple would be built and where Yeshua would die. 

 

And G-d spoke all these words (20:1) 

When G-d gave the Torah no bird twittered, no fowl flew, no ox lowed, none of the angels 

stirred a wing, the seraphim did not say "Holy, Holy," the sea did not roar, the creatures 

spoke not, the whole world was hushed into breathless silence and the voice went forth: "I 

am G-d your G-d." -- Midrash Rabbah 

 

The 10 commandments are rendered differently in Judaism as opposed to 

Christianity and Catholicism.  

 

  Jewish Catholic Protestant* 

I 

I am the Lord your G-d 

who has taken you out 

of the land of Egypt. 

I, the Lord, am your 

God. You shall not have 

other gods besides me. 

You shall have no other 

gods but me. 

II 
You shall have no other 

gods but me. 

You shall not take the 

name of the Lord, your 

God, in vain. 

You shall not make unto 

you any graven images. 

III 

You shall not take the 

name of the Lord your 

G-d in vain. 

Remember to keep holy 

the Lord's Day. 

You shall not take the 

name of the Lord your 

God in vain. 

IV 

You shall remember the 

Sabbath and keep it 

Holy. 

Honor your father and 

your mother. 

You shall remember the 

Sabbath and keep it 

Holy. 

V 
Honor your mother and 

father. 
You shall not kill. 

Honor your mother and 

father. 

VI You shall not murder. 
You shall not commit 

adultery. 
You shall not murder. 
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VII 
You shall not commit 

adultery. 
You shall not steal. 

You shall not commit 

adultery. 

VIII You shall not steal.   
You shall not bear false 

witness. 
You shall not steal. 

IX 
You shall not bear false 

witness. 

You shall not covet your 

neighbor's wife. 

You shall not bear false 

witness. 

X 

You shall not covet 

anything that belongs to 

your neighbor. 

You shall not covet your 

neighbor's goods. 

You shall not covet 

anything that belongs to 

your neighbor. 

 

The 10 Commandments are not an exhaustive list, but a summary. There are 

actually 613 Commandments. The 10 sum up the 613, and which one 

commandment sum up them all? Yeshua said that: 

 

Mark 12:29-34 “And Jesus answered him, The first of all the commandments is, Hear, O 

Israel; The Lord our God is one Lord: And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 

heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength: this is the first 

commandment. And the second is like, namely this, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as 

thyself. There is none other commandment greater than these. And the scribe said unto 

him, Well, Master, thou hast said the truth: for there is one God; and there is none other 

but he: And to love him with all the heart, and with all the understanding, and with all the 

soul, and with all the strength, and to love his neighbour as himself, is more than all whole 

burnt offerings and sacrifices. And when Jesus saw that he answered discreetly, he said 

unto him, Thou art not far from the kingdom of God. And no man after that durst ask him 

any question.” (KJV) 

 

You see 6+1+3= 10, so the 10 sum up the 613. and 1+0= 1, meaning one 

commandments sums up all 10, and all 613, isn’t that so neat?!  

There are not just 10 commandments as most people think, but 613! There are 248 

positive (commandments) ways to get closer to ADONAI, “Thou shalt’s,” and 365 

negative (commandments) ways to get closer to HaShem, “Thou shalt not’s.”  Yet 

not all 613 apply to one person.  Some are for men, some are for women, some for 

kings, some for Levitical priests and the Temple which currently is no longer 

standing, and some for farmers in Israel. 



The first four commandments deal with mans duty and relationship to God. The 

last 5 deal with mans duty and relationship to his fellow man. The fifth 

Commandments should be in both lists for it is a transitional Commandments 

dealing with man’s relationship to God (As a Heavenly Father) and man (Our 

earthly parents). 

The motive to being Torah Observant, Keeping the Commandments, is that of 

love. Growing up we obey the rules of our parents because we love and respect 

them and we believe they have our best interests in mind to issue to us such rules 

to follow. We obey our marital vows to our spouse because we love them and do 

not want to hurt them in any way. We do not see this is painful restrictions but 

expectations we are more than pleased to follow and live up to. So it is with the 

Commandments, the Instructions of Torah.  

 

 John 14:15 “If ye love me, keep my commandments.” (KJV) 

 

John 15:10 “If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept 

my Father's commandments, and abide in his love.” (KJV) 

 

In John 17, Yeshua said that He and the Father are Echad, One, so Yeshua’s 

Commandments re not different from the Father’s Commandments. He is speaking 

none other than the 613 Commandments of the Torah. To further my point Yeshua 

said that he came to bring the Torah into its full meaning. He came to give us the 

Halacha, the way to walk it out in our daily lives. 

 

Matthew 5:17-19 “Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not 

come to destroy, but to fulfil. For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot 

or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled. Whosoever therefore shall 

break one of these least commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the least 

in the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do and teach them, the same shall be called 

great in the kingdom of heaven.” (KJV) 

 

Remember the Shabbat day (20:8) 



In Deuteronomy 5 (where the Ten Commandments are repeated), it says, "Safeguard the 

Shabbat day." "Remember" and "safeguard" (which represent the imperative and 

prohibitive aspects of Shabbat) where expressed in a single utterance--something which the 

human mouth cannot articulate and the human ear cannot hear. -- Talmud, Rosh 

Hashanah 27a 

 

Here is not the time to exhaustively go into all of the 10 Commandments. 

However, I wish to al least discuss the one that separates most Jews and Christians.  

 

Most Christians don’t even keep all 10 Commandments.  The one I’m thinking of 

is, “Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy…”  Elohim never changed Sabbath 

to Sunday.  Christianity did, and there are documented confessions of them 

knowingly doing so (“Sabbath to Sunday Who Changed it?  Roman Catholic and 

Protestant Confessions about Sunday” put out by Congregation House of Abraham.  

I will quote a confession from a few denominations: 

 

Roman Catholic:  “But you may read the Bible from Genesis to Revelation, and 

you will not find a single line authorizing the sanctification of Sunday.  The 

Scriptures enforce the religious observance of Saturday, a day which we never 

sanctify.” Stephen Keenan, A Doctrinal Catechism 3
rd

 ed., p.174. 

“Question: Which is the Sabbath day?                         

“Answer: Saturday is the Sabbath day. 

“Question: Why do we observe Sunday instead of Saturday? 

“Answer: We observe Sunday instead of Saturday because the Catholic Church 

transferred the solemnity from Saturday to Sunday.” Martin J. Scott, Things 

Catholics Are Asked About (1927), pg. 136. 

 

Anglican/Episcopal:  “We have made the change from the seventh day to the first 

day, from Saturday to Sunday, on the authority of the Catholic Church.”  Bishop 

Seymore, Why We Keep Sunday. 

 

Baptist:  “There was and is a commandment to keep holy the Sabbath day, but that 

Sabbath day was not Sunday.  It will be said, however, and with some show of 

triumph, that the Sabbath was transferred from the seventh to the first day of the 

week… Were can the record of such a transaction be found?  Not in the New 

Testament absolutely not. 

“To me it seems unaccountable that Jesus, during the three years’ intercourse with 

His disciples. Often conversing with them upon the Sabbath question… never 



alluded to any transference of the day; also, that during forty days of His 

resurrection life, no such thing was initiated. 

 

“Of course, I quite well know that Sunday did come into use in early Christian 

history… But what a pity it comes branded with the mark of paganism, a 

christened with the name of the sun god, adopted and sanctioned by the papal 

apostasy, and bequeathed as a sacred legacy to Protestantism!”  Dr. Edward T. 

Hiscox, a paper read before a New York ministers’ conference, Nov. 13, 1893, 

reported in New York Examiner, Nov. 16, 1893. 

 

Congregationalist:  “…The Christian Sabbath [Sunday] is not in the Scriptures, 

and was not by the primitive Church called the Sabbath.”  Timothy Dwight, 

Theology: Explained and Defended (1823), Ser. 107, vol. 3, pg. 258. 

 

Lutheran:  “The festival of Sunday, like all other festivals, was always only a 

human ordinance, and it was far from the intentions of the apostles to establish a 

Divine command in this respect, far from them, and from the early apostolic 

Church, to transfer the laws of Sabbath to Sunday.”  Dr. Augustus Neander, The 

History of the Christian Religion and Church Henery John Rose, tr. (1843), pg. 

186. 

“… churches err in their teaching, for Scripture has in no way ordained the first 

day of the week in place of the Sabbath.  There is simply no law in the New 

Testament to that effect.”  John Theodore Muller, Sabbath or Sunday, pp. 15, 16. 

 

Methodist: “… there is no passage telling Christians to keep that day (Sunday), or 

to transfer the Jewish Sabbath to that day (Sunday).”  Harris Franklin Rall, 

Christian Advocate, July 2, 1942, p. 26 

 

Presbyterian:  “The Sabbath is a part of the Decalogue – the Ten Commandments.  

This alone forever settles the question as to the perpetuity of the institution…  

Until, therefore, it can be shown that the whole moral law has been repealed, the 

Sabbath will stand…  The teaching of Christ confirms the perpetuity of the 

Sabbath.”  T.C. Blake, DD., Theology Condensed, pp. 474, 475. 

 

GOD gave names to all the days of the week in Genesis 1-2.  They are day 1, 2, 

3,4,5,6 and Shabbat.  But you may be thinking, “Well Jesus rose from the dead on 

Sunday, that’s why we go to church on Sunday and keep Sunday instead of 

Saturday, to commemorate the resurrection.”  I don’t know who made that up, but 

Yeshua rose on Saturday, the true Sabbath.  John 20:1 says that Mary Magdalene 

came to the tomb “early, when it was still dark” when the “first of the week 



cometh” that would be Saturday night sundown.  Remember we Jews reckon a day 

as from sunset to sunset.  So this would mean Yeshua rose sometime on Saturday.  

No where in the Renewed Covenant did God or Messiah say to change Sabbath to 

Sunday.  You may be wondering, “Well doesn’t it say in Acts 20:7 that they met 

on the first day of the week?  Well, of course it does.  We Jews end the Sabbath 

and usher in a new week by holding a service called the Havdalah service on 

Saturday night right before sunset.  This has been our way for thousands of years. 

 

Besides Sunday worship has its roots in paganism, the worship of the sun god.  

Ezekiel 3:16-18, actually deals with the ancient “Easter” sunrise service, and sun 

worship.  A pagan act in ADONAI’s Temple of all places!  What blasphemy!   

Now is it wrong to worship ADONAI on Sunday?  No, we can and should worship 

Him every day of the week.  Just don’t go worshiping God on Sunday and call it, 

or pass it off as the Sabbath. 

The last half of Chapter 20 of Exodus implies that everyone heard verbally the 10 

words and then wanted God to speak to them through Moshe from the on out. They 

had a wonderful opportunity to continually experience God personally but their 

fear kept them from this. They refused out of fear to be intimate with ADONAI. 

Fear in application to reverence and respect and even danger is good and healthy, 

but fear as in scared, tuck your tail and run isn’t. 

 

Exodus 20:20 And Moses said unto the people, Fear not: for God is come to prove you, and 

that his fear may be before your faces, that ye sin not. 

 

 

Exodus 20:20 gives us an insight into 20/20 Spiritual Vision. 

 

Before discovering my Jewish Roots and converting to Judaism I grew up in a 

Baptist church that preached,“hellfire and brimstone.” They literally, “scared the 

hell out of you.”  

 

Out of the mouth of babes right? Well, one day I caught my nephew and his little 

friend (they were about 6 or 7 at the time) having a conversation about their 

preachers.  

 

Nephew: “What does your preacher preach about?” 

 



Boy: “Oh, rock music.” 

 

Nephew: “Oh yeah, what does he say?” 

 

Boy: (with exaggerated gestures and a southern twang) “THOSE PEOPLE COME 

FROM THE DEVIL!” (Then he wipes his forehead as with a handkerchief). 

 

Nephew: “Well my preacher says this, (Arms flailing, wide eyed like a crazy 

dooms day street corner prophet) ‘WE ALL BETTER GET SAVED –HUH! OR 

WERE ALL GOING TO HELL!!!! HUH!’” 

 

In others words, in my church, the “Fear of the LORD” meant being scared He’d 

squash you like a bug and send you to hell if you stepped out of line. 

 

This is the wrong definition and motive for true scriptural fear. This kind of fear 

does not produce respect or love, but eventually turns to rebellion, mistrust and 

hate of Deity. It is the product of sadistic and abusive relationships. If most people 

grew up with a twisted teaching of God that I described above, no wonder there are 

tons of cynical, anti-religious atheists in this world. 

 

Exodus 20:20 gives us the key to the type of fear Moses is talking about here. He 

says referring to the people’s reaction toward God, “Fear not,” meaning, don’t be 

terrified, and don’t fear that God will do something horrible to you, like destroy or 

annihilate you. Then, if one did not know that there were two kinds of fear, they’d 

think the Scriptures contradict itself because it then says, “that His fear may be 

before your faces.” To fear or not to fear that is the question! Well, we already 

established what the first word fear means, the second is speaking of a reverential 

fear, the type of fear a subject would have towards a king, or a child towards a 

father. Both the subject and the child knows full well the king/father can harm 

them if they so choose, but realizes their love overrules such ill actions and will not 

resort to such unless it is a last resort or necessary. The subject/child knows the 

king/father loves them and wants the best regarding their welfare and will act is 

such a manner so as to bring that about. In turn the subject/child has an air of 

admiration, awe and respect for the king/father and the fear lies in the fact that the 

subject/child fears of hurting or disappointing the king/father in anyway and this 

fear keeps them from sinning. This is what is meant by, “The fear of the LORD.”  

 

As a child I recall the look my Dad gave when I disobeyed or disappointed him 

and that hurt worse than any spanking he could ever give. To know I let him down 



was worse than any physical punishment I could receive from him. And this is the 

way it is with ADONAI.  

 

To put the verse in a softer way, it could be said, “God tests us by showing up and 

awing us with His Presence so we can prove to Him that we really love Him, 

enough so that we do not sin.” I know, this paraphrase is looser than the Living 

Bible, but you get the point. 

 

Don’t get me wrong, I do believe in a literal hell and that people really do go there 

for all eternity, but I am not afraid of it, or afraid of going their, because my love 

for God overrules such fears. I love Him and serve Him the way He commanded 

us, through Torah, so I don’t have to fear hell or going there because I willingly 

and enthusiastically walking in the footsteps of Yeshua the Messiah my walking in 

Torah as He did. Hell therefore is not even in the equation! 

 

So the question is; do you fear hurting God, or do you fear God hurting you? 

 

 Exodus 20:21 “And the people stood afar off, and Moses drew near unto the thick 

darkness where God was.” (KJV) 

 

Fear is:  

False Evidence Appearing as Reality. 

 

II Tim. 1:7 “For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a 

sound mind.” (KJV) 

 

Again, and as always I trust that you were able to carry away something with you 

to chew on throughout the week, and to even apply to your life. Shabbat Shalom 

and Shavuah Tov! 

-- Yehudah ben Shomeyr 

 



RaYBaSH’s Haftarah Hashings 

Parashah #17: Yitro: “Jethro” 

Isaiah 6:1-7:6, 9:5-6 (6-7) 

By: Yehudah ben Shomeyr 

 

 

Isaiah 6 relates to the Torah Portion in that both, the manifest presence of 

ADONAI was seen and experienced by man and both encounters were similar 

 

Isaiah 9 Moshe (Moses) is considered the Law Giver and here Messiah which is 

the Living Torah is the Law Giver. 

 

 

 
 Isa. 6:1 “In the year that king Uzziah died I saw also the LORD sitting upon a throne, high 

and lifted up, and his train filled the temple.” 

 

 

The Throne is the Ark of the Covenant, and the hem of train of His robe is the 

Tzitzit (fringe) of His garments that filled the Temple. Here we see that ADONAI 

Himself keeps His own Torah, God Himself is not above keeping His own Torah. 

 

Yeshua too wore Tzitzit as commanded by ADONAI in His Torah. 

 

Numbers 15:38-41 “Speak unto the children of Israel, and bid them that they make them 

fringes in the borders of their garments throughout their generations, and that they put 

upon the fringe of the borders a ribband of blue: And it shall be unto you for a fringe, that 

ye may look upon it, and remember all the commandments of the LORD, and do them ; 

and that ye seek not after your own heart and your own eyes, after which ye use to go a 

whoring: That ye may remember, and do all my commandments, and be holy unto your 

God. I am the LORD your God, which brought you out of the land of Egypt, to be your 

God: I am the LORD your God.” (KJV) 

 

Deut. 22:12 “Thou shalt make thee fringes upon the four quarters of thy vesture, 

wherewith thou coverest thyself.” (KJV) 

 

Matt. 9:20-22 “And, behold, a woman, which was diseased with an issue of blood twelve 

years, came behind him, and touched the hem of his garment: For she said within herself, 



If I may but touch his garment, I shall be whole. But Jesus turned him about, and when he 

saw her, he said, Daughter, be of good comfort; thy faith hath made thee whole. And the 

woman was made whole from that hour.” (KJV) 

 

The word hem in this passage is the corner, 90 degree angle, fringe, tzitzit of his 

garment that ADONAI commanded the Children of Israel to wear on their 

clothing. 

Each sect of Judaism has a numerical and mystical way they tie these fringes with 

knots and wraps which always represents the sacred name of ADONAI. 

So the woman believed on and grabbed on to the name of ADONAI, thus it is 

through the Name of ADONAI that one is saved and healed. I went off the subject 

slightly but I believe it was to bring to light a necessary truth. 

 

Isa. 6:4 “And the posts of the door moved at the voice of him that cried, and the house was 

filled with smoke.” (KJV) 

 

This smoke like that on Sinai, and that the priest made from the incense was a 

buffer so Isaiah would not see ADONAI’s raw, unadulterated presence and thus 

die because no man shall see ADONAI and live (Ex.33:20) 

 

Isa. 6:6 “Then flew one of the seraphims unto me, having a live coal in his hand, which he 

had taken with the tongs from off the altar:” (KJV) 

 

This is speaking of the Altar in front of the Temple where atoning sacrifices were 

made. Whatever the sacrifice touches it makes holy (Lev. 6). 

 

Isa. 6:7 “And he laid it upon my mouth, and said, Lo, this hath touched thy lips; and thine 

iniquity is taken away, and thy sin purged.” (KJV) 

 



Atone = another reference to the sacrificial Altar. 

 

 Isa. 6:8 “Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall I send, and who will go for 

us? Then said I, Here am I; send me.” (KJV) 

 

“Us” is referring to, just as it does in Genesis when ADONAI says, “Let Us make 

man in Our own image.” to ADONAI’s Oneness in plurality. This is hard for a 

Westerner to grasp and hard for an Eastern thinker to explain without sounding as 

if God is more than one. In English we only have one word for one, and it means 

one, singular. However in Hebrew there is a word for one (Yichad), singular, and a 

word for one (Echad) in plurality. A Scriptural example of one in plurality is when 

the Children of Israel came to spy out the land and returned with a “cluster” and 

“echad” of grapes. It was one/echad cluster, but it had many grapes upon that 

echad cluster. 

Concerning what most of Christianity refers to as the “Trinity”, (I refer to when 

speaking to Christians as a Tri-unity) I believe that God reveals Himself in many 

ways, characteristics and Sefirot, including, but not limited to, Abba (the Father), 

the Word / the Ben (Son), and the Ruach Ha Kodesh (Holy Spirit).  And I believe 

that these emanations from God are coeternal, coequal, and coexisting in one 

(echad) Divine essence.  

 

The Seforitic Tree consists of many charts and formulas, and lists many of 

HaShem’s attributes, so I will not get into that.  That is not the purpose of this 

work.  However, I will say that there is a concept referred to as the “Three Pillars”, 

which consist of Binah: Understanding, Keter: Crown, and Hokhmah: Wisdom.  

The Sages refer to them as: Binah as the Father/Abba, Hokhmah as the 

Mother/Imma, and  Keter as their Son/Ben.  And these in turn would coincide with 

the concept of the Tri-unity of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  It is interesting to note 

that the word for Holy Spirit in the Hebrew is Feminine, which would lend 

credence to the “Three Pillars” of the Seforitic Tree of Binah being Mother/Imma.  

In another place of Kabalistic literature, there are references to the Lesser YHWH, 

which describes Yeshua Messiah uncannily. 

 

I DO NOT adhere to nor believe in tritheism or modalism, these beliefs are 

INACURATE and HERETICAL!   

 



 
“It is entirely tolerable to the Hebraic mind to accept a paradox.  To the non-Hebraic mind, 

the paradox is seen as blatant contradiction, and is summarily dismissed as nonsense.” – 

Bikurei Tziyon, issue 71, pg.29 

Isa. 6:9 “And he said, Go, and tell this people, Hear ye indeed, but understand not; and see 

ye indeed, but perceive not. 10Make the heart of this people fat, and make their ears heavy, 

and shut their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand 

with their heart, and convert, and be healed.” (KJV) 

 

“Hear ye indeed…” Yes! Every Shabbat! 

“See ye indeed…” The symbolism in the rituals, customs, and feasts  

“But understand not… And perceive not.”  

You can be raised with all the evidence and answers right in front of you and yet 

still somehow miss the obvious.  We humans are masters at that pitiful art. 

Sometimes we need someone to point out and walk us through “the obvious” so we 

WILL understand and perceive. 

We can be raised as I said with it all right in front of our eyes, the danger in this 

privilege is that we, as Israel had done, become immune, and desensitized to it. 

We must remember when we have ‘fat” on us, we have in essence stolen from 

ADONAI, because the Fat ALWAYS belongs to Him, Blessed be He (Lev.3:16, 

17). 

Fat represents satisfaction and comfort, ease, being provided for, self-sufficient. 

This sin is when we take these things for granted and rely on them instead of God, 

and when we fail to recognize and thank God for it. When this occurs it is clear 

that we have become “stopped up” dull and sluggish. 

 

II Chron. 26:16-23 “But when he was strong, his heart was lifted up to his destruction: for 

he transgressed against the LORD his God, and went into the temple of the LORD to burn 

incense upon the altar of incense. And Azariah the priest went in after him, and with him 

fourscore priests of the LORD, that were valiant men: And they withstood Uzziah the king, 

and said unto him, It appertaineth not unto thee, Uzziah, to burn incense unto the LORD, 

but to the priests the sons of Aaron, that are consecrated to burn incense: go out of the 



sanctuary; for thou hast trespassed; neither shall it be for thine honour from the LORD 

God. Then Uzziah was wroth, and had a censer in his hand to burn incense: and while he 

was wroth with the priests, the leprosy even rose up in his forehead before the priests in the 

house of the LORD, from beside the incense altar. And Azariah the chief priest, and all the 

priests, looked upon him, and, behold, he was leprous in his forehead, and they thrust him 

out from thence; yea, himself hasted also to go out, because the LORD had smitten him. 

And Uzziah the king was a leper unto the day of his death, and dwelt in a several house, 

being a leper; for he was cut off from the house of the LORD: and Jotham his son was over 

the king's house, judging the people of the land. Now the rest of the acts of Uzziah, first and 

last, did Isaiah the prophet, the son of Amoz, write. So Uzziah slept with his fathers, and 

they buried him with his fathers in the field of the burial which belonged to the kings; for 

they said, He is a leper: and Jotham his son reigned in his stead.” (KJV) 

 

Isa. 6:11 “Then said I, Lord, how long? And he answered, Until the cities be wasted 

without inhabitant, and the houses without man, and the land be utterly desolate, 12 And 

the LORD have removed men far away, and there be a great forsaking in the midst of the 

land.” (KJV) 

 

The first Temple was destroyed and Judah is carried off to Babylon and the land 

gets it Sabbath rest. 

 

Isa. 6:13 “But yet in it shall be a tenth, and it shall return, and shall be eaten: as a teil tree, 

and as an oak, whose substance is in them, when they cast their leaves: so the holy seed 

shall be the substance thereof.” (KJV) 

 

Compare to: 

 

 Isa. 11:1 “And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall 

grow out of his roots:” (KJV) 

 

This is speaking of Yeshua the Messiah, who is from the House of David and is the 

root of Jesse. 



 

 Isa. 7:1-2 “And it came to pass in the days of Ahaz the son of Jotham, the son of Uzziah, 

king of Judah, that Rezin the king of Syria, and Pekah the son of Remaliah, king of Israel, 

went up toward Jerusalem to war against it, but could not prevail against it. And it was 

told the house of David, saying, Syria is confederate with Ephraim. And his heart was 

moved, and the heart of his people, as the trees of the wood are moved with the wind.” 

(KJV) 

 

These two verses are speaking about Efrayim (Ephraim) the Northern Kingdom; 

the now “Lost 10 Tribes of Israel”  

 

 Isa. 7:3-6 “Then said the LORD unto Isaiah, Go forth now to meet Ahaz, thou, and 

Shearjashub thy son, at the end of the conduit of the upper pool in the highway of the 

fuller's field; And say unto him, Take heed, and be quiet; fear not, neither be fainthearted 

for the two tails of these smoking firebrands, for the fierce anger of Rezin with Syria, and 

of the son of Remaliah. Because Syria, Ephraim, and the son of Remaliah, have taken evil 

counsel against thee, saying, Let us go up against Judah, and vex it, and let us make a 

breach therein for us, and set a king in the midst of it, even the son of Tabeal:” (KJV) 

 

This tells Efrayim and us to trust ADONAI. To be able to trust Him you must obey 

Him and His Torah to receive that trust. We see in II Chron. 28 that Achaz didn’t. 

 

“He sacrificed also and burnt incense in the high places, and on the hills, and under every 

green tree.” (KJV) 

 

The Arab world and Efrayim without Torah has become a powerless smoldering 

stump (See Obadiah 1:18, Ezekiel 37). This speaks of Judah and Israel unites and 

the Arab world will be stubble.  

 

Isa. 9:5-6 “For every battle of the warrior is with confused noise, and garments rolled in 

blood; but this shall be with burning and fuel of fire. For unto us a child is born, unto us a 



son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called 

Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.” 

(KJV) 

 

Compare to: 

 

Isa. 6:13 “But yet in it shall be a tenth, and it shall return, and shall be eaten: as a teil tree, 

and as an oak, whose substance is in them, when they cast their leaves: so the holy seed 

shall be the substance thereof.” (KJV) 

 

And: 

 

 Isa. 11:1 “And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall 

grow out of his roots:” (KJV) 

 

This is the giving of the Living Torah, Yeshua. 

 

 John 1:1,14 “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 

was God… And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, 

the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.” (KJV) 

 

 Isa. 9:5 “For every battle of the warrior is with confused noise, and garments rolled in 

blood; but this shall be with burning and fuel of fire.” (KJV) 

 

Messiah is ADONAI cloaked in the flesh, descendant of David. 

I believe Yeshua Ha Mashiach of Nazareth is the prophesied Messiah of Israel.  

That He was FULLY God to be able to redeem us from our sins, and FULLY man 



to have the right to redeem us from our sins, to be our Kinsmen Redeemer (Ruth, 

Jer.17:5-7, Jn.1).  Yeshua is the perfect, holy, sinless Messiah, the Son of Elohim, 

who is the Word that became flesh and “sukkot, tabernacled,” dwelt among us 

(Jn.1:14).  “What we must keep in mind is that to rob Yeshua of His full deity 

(divinity) or His full humanity is to rob ourselves of our salvation.” Bikurei Tziyon, 

issue 71, pg.29 (Italics mine). His flesh was not God; He is the “Lesser YHWH” 

which is an emanation of God as is mentioned in the Kabbalah, robed in the form 

of flesh.  He was an emanation of God, who came to dwell in a mortal body that 

never saw corruption (Ps.14:10), a pure deity manifest in the flesh.   He was not an 

incarnation, which would denote that 100% of God came in the flesh.  Yeshua was 

FULLY Elohim in the flesh, but not 100% God.  God is so infinite that He is 

everywhere and fills everything, so it would be impossible for ALL of Elohim to 

be limited to a mortal body.  Let me put in the words of Dr. Friedman, “If we were 

to go to the Mediterranean Sea and fill a glass with sea water, we can say that all 

the water in the glass is truly sea water.  However we cannot call the glass, “The 

Mediterranean Sea.”  There is much more to the Mediterranean Sea than the glass.  

Yet nonetheless, the water in that glass is truly Mediterranean Sea water through 

and through.” There are many out there who claim to be Natsarim who do not 

believe Yeshua was Divine.  Some of these people are from a branch called the 

Ebonites.  They cannot back up their position by ancient rabbinic literature, or 

ancient interpretation of the Scriptures.  They can only use late 1
st
 century to 

modern Jewish doctrine which was created as reactionary doctrine to separate 

themselves from the True Natsarim (Nazarenes), to back up their stance.   I believe 

that Yeshua, just as the Ruach Ha Kodesh (Holy Spirit), is an emanation of God.  

Yeshua is the Kohen Ha Gadol (High priest) who became the ultimate, once and 

for all atoning sacrifice Himself, for all mankind (Heb.4:14-5:10; 6:19-8:2).  I 

believe salvation is only available through Him.  I believe Yeshua came first as 

Messiah ben (son of) Yosef (Joseph) the Suffering Servant, and will be returning 

as Messiah ben David the Kingly Messiah.  I believe that these two pictures of the 

Messiah, given in Scripture are one and the same. As C.S. Lewis once said, “He is 

either a Liar, a Lunatic, or LORD.” 

The Messiah is of God, and not a man. Finite cannot become infinite. 

(Jer. 23:5-6, Rom 10:9, Phil. 2:9-11, Matt. 1:1) 

The Torah and Haftarah reading point to Messiah as the ultimate Lawgiver and 

Living Torah. 

 



 Isa. 9:5 “For every battle of the warrior is with confused noise, and garments rolled in 

blood; but this shall be with burning and fuel of fire.” (KJV) 

 

This refers to the rule by Torah, everyone will be equal in Messiah. 

 

 Gal. 3:28 “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither 

male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.” (KJV) 

 

Man can’t stop it. But the zeal of Man can’t stop it. But the zeal of ADONAI of 

Hosts will make it happen. We are His hosts according to the Warsaw Rabbi. The 

zeal of ADONAI will accomplish this with or without us. It’s our choice if we let 

Him work through us. 

Shabbat Shalom and Shavuah Tov! 

-- Yehudah ben Shomeyr 

 

 

 

RaYBaSH’s Brit Chadashah Connections 

Parashah #17: Yitro: “Jethro” 

Matthew 5:1-32 

By: Yehudah ben Shomeyr  
 

 

This is the Chapter dealing with what Christians call the Sermon on the Mount. We 

Natsari (Nazarene Jews) may call it the “Drash on the Hill.” This was personal 

drash (message/lesson/sermon) given exclusively by Yeshua the Messiah to his 

talmidim (disciples) according to verses 1-2. 

 

 

This passage is recited daily along with the Ten Commandments in modern Netsari 

Siddurs (prayer books), and as best we can tell recited by 1
st
 century believers after 

Yeshua’s resurrection.  

 



I will add my thoughts in bold print with in the text below. 

 

 Matthew 5:3 “Blessed are the poor (destitute) in spirit those who are humble and 

realize they lack and could always be more spiritually): for theirs is the kingdom 

of heaven.  

 4Blessed are they that mourn (Over their “poor in Spirit” condition): for they shall 

be comforted (Why? Because ADONAI will show them what they lack and show 

them how to obtain it).  

 5Blessed are the meek (Like Moshe as mentioned in Numbers 12:3): for they shall 

inherit the earth (The New Earth according to Revelation 21:1, as we Jews call it 

the Olam Haba, the World to Come).  

 6Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness (Hunger and thirst 

for the Torah which is the very definition of righteousness): for they shall (Not 

maybe, but WILL) be filled.  

 7Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy. (This is another way of saying 

the same thing; the Golden Rule which Yeshua said and is found before He 

said it in Rabbinic literature. One Rabbi, Hillel of which school of thought  

Yeshua was a follower of, stated this to a Roman when asked to tell him what 

the Torah is all about standing on one foot (this is an idiom that means the 

first 5 commandments of the 10 that deal with man’s relationship to man). 

Hillel said, and I paraphrase, Do to others what you would want them to do to 

you, this is the heart of Torah, the rest is just commentary. See Matt. 7:12, 18: 

21-35, Luke 6:31.) 

 8Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God. (See God, meaning figuratively 

His face (For no man shall see God and live as the Scriptures say) which 

means intimacy, not His Hand meaning his works or His discipline.) 

 9Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God. (They will 

know you are talmidim of Yeshua by your love John 17, I John 4:7-8.) 

 10Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake: for theirs is the kingdom 

of heaven.  

 11Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner 

of evil against you falsely, for my sake.  



 12Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted 

they the prophets which were before you.” (KJV)  Because of following the Written 

Torah and Living Torah (Yeshua) and being accused of legalism. Many 

Christians falsely believe that following the Torah is “legalism,” (as in 

bondage to the Law) Judaizing, and converting to Judaism.  

Yet the true definition of legalism, the way Christians use the term, is 

following man’s additions to God’s Torah in order to be right with God, 

which we do not believe. 

And Judaizing is saying that you have to be circumcised to be saved, which is 

not what Yeshua or Natsari Jews say. 

And Yeshua didn’t come to start a new religion called Christianity and to 

abolish the old one. No, God forbid! Yeshua came to show us how to live the 

Torah correctly with in Judaism.  

Matthew 5:13”Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost his savour, wherewith 

shall it be salted? it is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden 

under foot of men.  

 14Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid.  

 15Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it 

giveth light unto all that are in the house.  

 16Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your 

Father which is in heaven.” (KJV)  

 

Salt is a preservative, and we a Jews are called to Tikkum Olam, meaning fix, 

preserve, or repair the world. 

Light and Torah and Word are at times used interchangeably in the Scripture. Each 

point to Yeshua the Living Torah and encourages us to follow the Torah by 

imitating Yeshua the One who kept it perfectly (Exodus 19:6, John 1:1). 

Verse 16 shows what Yeshua’s brother Ya’akov (James) said, that Faith without 

works (Torah) is dead. (James 2:14-18) 

 



 Matthew 5:17 “Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not 

come to destroy, but to fulfil.  

 18For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise 

pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.  

 19Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least commandments, and shall teach men 

so, he shall be called the least in the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do and teach 

them, the same shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.  

 20For I say unto you, That except your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the 

scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven.” (KJV)  

 

II Thess. 2:3 “Let no man deceive you by any means: for except there come a falling away 

first, and that the man of sin revealed…” 

 

I Jn.3:4  Defines what sin is. “Whoever commits sin transgresses also the law (Torah) 

for sin is the transgression of the law (Torah).” 

 

Mt.7:21-23 “Not everyone that says, “Lord, Lord,” shall enter into the kingdom of heaven, 

but he that does the will of my Father which is in heaven.” 

 

 

What is the will of the Father?  Torah! 

 

V.22 Many will say to me in that day, “Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in 

Your Name? And in Your Name cast out demons?  And in Your Name done 

wonderful works?”  v.23 And then I will profess unto them, “I never knew 

(Hebrew: have been intimate with) you: depart from me you that work iniquity 

(Torahlessness).”  

 

Iniquity is defined as, “Lawlessness” (Torahlessness) Greek: Anomia.  A= Anti, 

against or another.  Nomia= law. (Strong’s:  458) 

 

The “Jesus” of Catholicism and Christianity is seen as a Leonardo Divinci 

painting, Hellenistic, Greco-Roman looking, toga wearing, long haired, fair 

skinned, blue eyed, British speaking, zombified, hippy guru, rebel, who came and 

did away with Torah, and started a strange new religion.  Like a bad, “Queer Eye 

for the Straight Guy” make over, they have turned Yahshua into something He’s 

not. 

 



It’s like calling Dr. Phil the Messiah yet painting him to look like Sigmund Freud, 

and taking, and reading Dr. Phil’s book and yet not doing one thing he said to do, 

and on top of that interpret what he has said to say something entirely different 

from what he meant. 

 

This is NOT my Messiah! This is NOT the Jews Messiah!  Hopefully it is not 

YOUR Messiah. This according to II Thess. 2:3-12, is a description of the anti-

Messiah!  It is no wonder that the Jewish people will not accept this “Jesus” as the 

Messiah.  And rightly so, because He’s NOT!  The Jews look at the Tanak (“Old 

Testament”) and it tells what their Messiah is supposed to be like, and they see the 

“Jesus” portrayed in Catholicism and Christianity, and immediately dismiss him. 

Why?  Because the “Jesus” they see doesn’t line up with the Torah.     

 

Mt.5:17-20 “Think not that I am come to destroy the Law (Torah) or the Prophets: 

(Nevi’im) (Both are the Tanak or the “Old Testament”) I am not come to destroy 

but to fulfill.” The word fulfill in v.17 does NOT mean, to complete, as in to put an 

end to something.  It DOES mean to fill up, to bring and render its full and 

complete meaning, to perform.  In other words Yahshua came to show us the true 

meaning of the Torah so we could live it out as He did. V.18 For verily (Truly, 

Most assuredly) I say unto you, till heaven and earth pass…[Get up right now and 

look outside.  Is the sky still up there?  Is the earth still out there?]…not one jot…  

(Jot is Yod in Hebrew, the smallest letter.  Looks like an apostrophe.) … or one 

tittle… (Tittle is the tiniest extension of the Hebrew letter Dalet, that differentiates 

it from another similar Hebrew letter, the Resh.  It can also refer to the decorative 

flare on any given Hebrew letter.)  …shall in NO wise pass from the Law (Torah) 

till ALL be fulfilled (preformed fully). V.19 Whosoever therefore shall break 

(Greek: to loose or destroy) one of the least commandments (according to the 

rabbinical sages of blessed memory, Deuteronomy 22:6 is the least of all 

commandments, concerning the disturbance of a birds nest.) And teaches men so… 

(“Ah, go ahead, it’s alright, we’re not under the Law anymore, but under grace.”) 

…he shall be called the least in the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall DO 

and TEACH; the same shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.  V.20 For I 

say unto you that except your righteousness … (Not the righteousness of Messiah 

bestowed upon a believer, but YOUR righteousness, meaning your works!)… shall 

exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees… (performing all the 

commandments with ALL your heart and mean it!  Not only on the outside, but on 

the inside as well)… you will in no wise enter the kingdom of heaven. V.20 of 

Matthew 5 mentions righteousness and connects it with works.  Although we are 

not saved by works, but by faith in Messiah's sacrificial death in our place, we 

must prove, show, and back up our faith by our faith-full-ness to His Torah.  



Speaking of Torah, Yeshua said in John 5:46-47, “For if you believed Moses, you 

would believe Me, (The Living Torah) for he wrote about Me.  But if you do not 

believe his writings, how will you believe My words (Which is no different from 

the Written Torah)?” 

 

 

John 14:15 “If you love Me, keep My commandments.”  Messiah and ADONAI 

are one (Jn.17) so Yeshua’s commandments are no different from ADONAI the 

Father’s.  So Yeshua didn’t teach anything new, He just taught Torah, and taught 

us how to live it correctly.   

 

James 1:22 “Be DOERS of the WORD (Torah) and not hearers only…” v25b “…a 

DOER of the work, this man will be blessed in his deed.” (Deut.27-28) James 

2:17-18 “Even so FAITH, if it hath not WORKS is dead being alone. Yes, a man 

may say, “You have faith, I have works: show me your faith without works, and I 

will show you my faith BY my works.””  

 

Yeshua and all the apostles were Torah observant, and because Yeshua was Torah 

observant, I don’t have to ask myself, W.W.J.D.?  I simply D.W.Y.D.! (Do What 

Yeshua Did) 

 

 He was circumcised.  Lk. 12:21 

 He was dedicated and named at his circumcision. Lk. 2:22-24,39-40  

 He kept the feasts.  Lk. 2:4, 9:28-36 Jn. 10:22-23 

 He was Torah trained.  Lk. 2:46-52 

 He was “mikvahed” (baptized). Mt. 3:13-17 

 He kept Sabbath.  Lk.4:14-21 

 He went to the Temple.  Lk. 19:47 

 He went to the Synagogue.  Lk. 4:16,44 

 He read and taught a portion of the annual Torah and prophetic reading 

cycle. (Parashat) Lk. 4:14-21 

 He most likely prayed the ancient set of Jewish prayers, prayed 3x’s a day, 

called the “Amidah” meaning, “To stand.”  He refers to this very prayer in 

Mark 11:25-26, “When you STAND to pray....” 

 He said the Shema the Jewish declaration of YHWH’s Oneness said every 

day by faithful Jews, from Duet. 6:4:  Mark 12:29, 30. 

 He was a Rabbi.  Lk. 10:25-28, Jn. 20:16 

 He taught Torah.  Lk. 24:44-45 

 He wore tzitzit. (fringes)  Lk. 8:43-44, Jn. 19:23-24 



 He kept Torah.  Jn. 15:10 

 He taught us to live out Torah.  Mt. 5:17-20, Jn. 14:15, Lk. 5:14 

 He lived and died as a Jew.  Jn. 20:6-8, 19:40 

 He left as a Jew.  Lk. 24:50-51 

 He is returning as a Jew. Rev. 19:13,16 

 He will reign forever as the Jewish Messiah.  Rev.21:1-6, 22:3-5   

 

 

There were two schools of Jewish thought.  The school of Hillel, and the school 

of Shami.  Hillel was conservative.  Shami was ultra conservative.  Yahshua 

sided with Hillel and agreed with everything the Pharisees (which was from the 

school of Hillel) taught, except, on the issue of divorce, (Mt. 19:1-9) and the 

issue of tradition, oral torah, rabbinic law, which nullified the Torah. (Mk. 7:1-

13)  Yeshua even kept traditions except when it conflicted with Torah itself 

(Lk. 2:52).  During the “Last Supper” Messiah held a Passover Seder for His 

Talmidim (disciples) and made the traditional blessings over the wine and 

matzah, (for everything was without yeast or leaven) and followed the 

traditional order of the Passover Seder haggadah (the program and order of the 

Seder). 

 

All of the apostles were Torah observant; all His followers were Torah observant 

as well.  Let’s take a look. Acts 21:20 talks about how they were all ZEALOUS for 

the TORAH!  

 

Further examples of the Torah observant lifestyle of the apostles: 
 

Kefa (Peter) – prayed Mincha (afternoon) prayers and he kept kosher. (Acts 10) 

Rav Sha’ul (Paul) – said “I am (not was) a Pharisee…”  He kept the traditions and 

customs of the Jewish people. (Acts 23:5-6, 28:17) 

He made an offering after Yeshua’s death and resurrection. (Acts 21:17-26) 

 

Daniel 2:21 and 7:25 is giving a description of the Anti (against or another)-

Messiah.  

 

“He shall speak great words against the Most High (How? By speaking against His 

Words, His Torah!) and shall wear out the saints of the Most High and think to 

change TIMES (the Feast of the LORD) and LAWS (Torah)  (Forbidding Sabbath 

observance and Biblical Festivals, and enforcing Christianized pagan holidays, like 

Christmas and Easter just like the “Christian” Roman Emperor Constantine did! 



May his name and memory be erased!), and they shall be given into his hand until 

a time and times and the dividing of times.” 

 

How many Catholics and Christians today are Torah observant?  How many keep 

all of the Feasts commanded by YHWH in Leviticus 23?  Almost none!  Most 

Catholics and Christians keep Sunday, not Sabbath.  Most Catholics and Christians 

go by a Roman solar calendar, instead of the traditional Hebrew lunar one.  Most 

Catholics and Christians keep pagan rooted holidays (Christmas and Easter etc.) 

instead of the Feasts of the LORD. 

 

The Anti-Messiah (Anti-Christ) is called the man of lawlessness or we could say, 

Torahlessness. (2 Thes. 2:3-12) Because of this, I believe many Catholics and 

Christians will be deceived. He’ll agree with the majority of Catholicism and 

Christianity and say that the Torah has been done away with. Remember, sin is 

anything against the Torah, (I Jn.3:4) God’s standards for holiness. 

 

Matthew 24:24 tells that the Anti-Messiah (if it were possible will deceive the very 

elect!) will not show up with horns, pitchfork, pointed tail, with 666 blazing across 

his forehead.  He couldn’t fool anyone like that.  No, he’ll look just like the “Jesus” 

of Catholicism and Christianity, working miracles, making peace everywhere, 

changing laws and holy day observances, making Temple worship to cease as if to 

say, “I am the Messiah.  You don’t have to sacrifice anymore, I’m here, I have 

fulfilled it all!” (Mt.24:15, Dan. 9:27; 12:11). All because Most Catholics and 

Christians believe today that most, if not all, the Torah was done away with in the 

death of Christ.  NO!  The penalty of death has been done away with, NOT the 

LAW itself! (Rm.7:7-13; 24-25) 

 

Matthew 5:17-20 paints the TRUE picture of the Messiah, that non-believing Jews 

NEED and MUST see!  Are you “Taking ADONAI’s Name in vain” by living like 

the Catholic and Christian “Jesus,” contrary to His Word, Thus Soiling His Name?  

Or are you living like Yeshua, the Jewish, Torah observant Messiah?   Will you, 

“Let your light so shine before men, that they may SEE YOUR good WORKS, and 

glorify your Father in heaven (Mt.5:16).” 

 

So, is “Jesus” the Anti-Christ?  Well, that depends on how YOU present Him. 

 

 
Matthew 5:20 “For I say unto you, That except your righteousness shall exceed the 

righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of 

heaven.” 



 

 

Wow! How can one do better than the Pharisees in Torah observance!? Look 

Torah is a matter of the heart before it is a matter of outward manifest duties. Luke 

10 is a perfect example of being outwardly righteous and inwardly not. Yeshua’s 

point was to be righteous not just in deed but in heart as well. 

 

 Luke 10:25-37 “And, behold, a certain lawyer stood up, and tempted him, saying, Master, 

what shall I do to inherit eternal life? He said unto him, What is written in the law? how 

readest thou? And he answering said, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, 

and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy mind; and thy neighbour as 

thyself. And he said unto him, Thou hast answered right: this do, and thou shalt live. But 

he, willing to justify himself, said unto Jesus, And who is my neighbour? And Jesus 

answering said, A certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among 

thieves, which stripped him of his raiment, and wounded him, and departed, leaving him 

half dead. And by chance there came down a certain priest that way: and when he saw him, 

he passed by on the other side. And likewise a Levite, when he was at the place, came and 

looked on him, and passed by on the other side. But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, 

came where he was: and when he saw him, he had compassion on him, And went to him, 

and bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and wine, and set him on his own beast, and 

brought him to an inn, and took care of him. And on the morrow when he departed, he 

took out two pence, and gave them to the host, and said unto him, Take care of him; and 

whatsoever thou spendest more, when I come again, I will repay thee. Which now of these 

three, thinkest thou, was neighbour unto him that fell among the thieves? And he said, He 

that shewed mercy on him. Then said Jesus unto him, Go, and do thou likewise.” (KJV)  

 

Here is where The Brit Chadasha truly relates to the Torah Portion. People say that 

Yeshua came to do away with the Torah, when actually He made it harder to keep! 

It’s fairly easy not to outwardly do these things, but not committing them inwardly 

is a whole other ball game! 

 

 Matt. 5:20 “For I say unto you, That except your righteousness shall exceed the 

righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of 

heaven.  

 21Ye have heard that it was said of them of old time, Thou shalt not kill; and whosoever 

shall kill shall be in danger of the judgment: 

 27Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not commit adultery:  



 28But I say unto you, That whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her hath 

committed adultery with her already in his heart. ” (KJV)  

 

Let us read on: 

 

 
 Matt. 5:22 “But I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause 

shall be in danger of the judgment: and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be 

in danger of the council: but whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire.” 

(KJV) 

 

 

Compare to: 

 

 
 I John 3:15 “Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer: and ye know that no murderer 

hath eternal life abiding in him.” (KJV) 

 

 Matt. 5:23 “Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there rememberest that thy 

brother hath ought against thee;” (KJV) 

 

Not necessarily if you have a problem with a brother, but when you know a brother 

has a problem with you. 

 

 Matt. 5:24 “Leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way; first be reconciled to thy 

brother, and then come and offer thy gift.” (KJV) 

 

Otherwise the gift will not be accepted. 

God desires reconciliation rather than and prior to worship. You become a 

hypocrite when you attempt to worship God and have unfinished business with 

your neighbor.  

 



 Matt. 5:25 “Agree with thine adversary quickly, whiles thou art in the way with him; lest 

at any time the adversary deliver thee to the judge, and the judge deliver thee to the officer, 

and thou be cast into prison.  

 26Verily I say unto thee, Thou shalt by no means come out thence, till thou hast paid the 

uttermost farthing.”(KJV) 

 

When you are at odds with a fellow brother in ADONAI he becomes an adversary, 

and you may not have to pay monetarily, but you will spiritually. 

 

Matt. 5:29 “And if thy right eye offend thee, pluck it out, and cast it from thee: for it is 

profitable for thee that one of thy members should perish, and not that thy whole body 

should be cast into hell.  

 30And if thy right hand offend thee, cut it off, and cast it from thee: for it is profitable for 

thee that one of thy members should perish, and not that thy whole body should be cast 

into hell.” (KJV) 

 

This is a figure of speech meaning go to any lengths not to commit a sin, and to 

remove everything that causes temptation to sin. And what is sin? According to the 

Scriptures: 

 

I John 3: 4 “Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for sin is the 

transgression of the law (TORAH).” (KJV) 

 

Matt. 5:31-32 “It hath been said, Whosoever shall put away his wife, let him give her a 

writing of divorcement: But I say unto you, That whosoever shall put away his wife, saving 

for the cause of fornication, causeth her to commit adultery: and whosoever shall marry 

her that is divorced committeth adultery.” (KJV)  

 

There are two schools of thought in Judaism, the School of Hillel, which Yeshua 

mostly sided with and the school of Shemi. This is where Yeshua disagreed with 

Hillel and sided with the School of Shemi for once. Hillel believed that it was okay 



to divorce for almost any reason, However the school of Shemi through differently 

and Yeshua reflects that her in this passage.  

The Brit Chadasha resonates with the Torah and Haftarah portion proclaiming that 

the Torah is eternal and never obsolete or out of date, and it is the very foundation 

of our Faith. 

Shabbat Shalom and Shavuah Tov! 

-- Yehudah ben Shomeyr 

 


