
RaYBaSH’s Torah Thoughts 

Parashah # 23: Pekudei “The Accounts” 

Shemot / Exodus 38:21-40:38 

By: Yehudah ben Shomeyr  

 

  

Summary:  

 

 

All items donated by the people for the use in the Tabernacle and the Priesthood is 

logged and accounted for. Everything is brought together, fabricated and set up, 

ready for use.  
 

 “Moses makes an accounting of the gold, silver and copper donated by the people for the 

making of the Mishkan. Betzalel, Ahaliav and their assistants make the Eight Priestly 

Garments -- the Apron, Breastplate, Cloak, Crown, Hat, Tunic, Sash and Breeches -- 

according to the specifications communicated to Moses in the Parshah of Tetzaveh. 

The Mishkan is completed and all its components are brought to Moses, who erects it and 

anoints it with the holy Anointing Oil, and initiates Aaron and his four sons into the 

priesthood. A cloud appears over the Mishkan, signifying the Divine Presence that has 

come to dwell within it.” Chabad.org’s “The Parashah in a Nutshell” 

 

Commentary: 

 

We have already gone into much detail concerning the furnishings and things of 

the Mishkan so I will take this Parashah from a slightly different angle. 

 

The set up and installation, completion and consecration of the Tabernacle and all 

its furnishings, plus the making of the priestly garments, and the consecration of it 

and the Priests all happened on the first of Nissan (Abib/Aviv), two years after the 

Exodus from Egypt. 

 

 
Exodus 40:2 “On the first day of the first month shalt thou set up the tabernacle of the tent 

of the congregation.” (KJV) 

 

 

 



We as a people usually want things now; we do all we can do and set things up and 

it looks done to us, but when we move to make something happen it all seems to 

blow up in our face. We often times go in our own way and our own strength and 

on our time table to attempt to make things happen. Yes, it’s all for ADONAI but 

we find ourselves doing it our way instead of “Yah’s way!” 

 

Exodus 40:1-2 “And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, On the first day of the first 

month shalt thou set up the tabernacle of the tent of the congregation.” (KJV) 

 

We need to wait on ADONAI’s time table and the signal to proceed. 

Our God is a very detailed god. He is very specific with time and place and such. 

And when we go it on our own and in our own finite wisdom God is not in nor will 

He bless our efforts. We must be patient and wait on His timing. I have fallen prey 

to impatience many of times and see what damage jumping the gun can do. Many 

times I have been so excited about a teaching that I post it online without properly 

editing and correcting it and it just made me look uneducated and sloppy. 

 

Exodus 40:33b-35 “So Moses finished the work. Then a cloud covered the tent of the 

congregation, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. And Moses was not able to 

enter into the tent of the congregation, because the cloud abode thereon, and the glory of 

the LORD filled the tabernacle.” (KJV) 

 

When we do we are blessed, rewarded and the Presence of ADONAI fills and 

inhabits and makes alive our work for Him. When we don’t we are cursed, 

punished, hindered and ADONAI’s Presence will not rest and make alive our work 

for Him. It’s as if we offered “strange fire” before him, and we all know what 

happens when we do that! 

 

Leviticus 10:1-2 “And Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, took either of them his censer, 

and put fire therein, and put incense thereon, and offered strange fire before the LORD, 

which he commanded them not. And there went out fire from the LORD, and devoured 

them, and they died before the LORD.” (KJV) 



 

It’s like a kid who stumbles into the garage and spies buckets of paint and gets the 

wise idea to paint the garage and surprise his Dad when he arrives home. Besides it 

will be fun! The child is shocked when his Dad arrives home and jumps out of the 

car and is wide eyed, red faced and yelling, spit flying, veins popping out from his 

neck and forehead; the child thought his father would be pleased by this thoughtful 

extra effort. So the son gets the fire of a tongue lashing and or a butt busting with 

the belt so much so the child wished he was dead! “Son, I appreciate the thought, 

but I didn’t ask you to do this! Besides this garage is fitted with vinyl siding!” See 

the trouble we get into when we go by our feelings instead of the Torah? As I said 

ADONAI is very specific on how He wants things done. That is what Torah is all 

about, how to do the right thing and when. 

Let us take away from this Parashah that: 

1. Most things don’t happen overnight, they take time. Such as a ministry, our 

spiritual growth, etc. We need to be patient and wait. 

2. When things don’t happen as fast was we want, we to tend to try to move 

God’s hand and do things ourselves or call a thing finished when it isn’t.  

3. So if we want ADONAI to bless us and what we do, let us do things Yah’s 

way, by His instructions and by His timing.  

 

 And when the cloud was taken up from over the tabernacle, the children of Israel went 

onward in all their journeys: But if the cloud were not taken up, then they journeyed not 

till the day that it was taken up. – Exd. 40:36-37 

 

Some speculate that the pillar of fire and cloud was not as miraculous as we many 

may think. It was a common military practice of civilizations of that day (Egypt, 

Arabs and Persians) to have men carry a large pole with a shallow fire bowl on top 

that was to lead the army and or convey. It would smolder as a grey or black cloud 

of smoke by day and it would be set ablaze to guide at night and when stationary it 

would rest in front of the leader’s tent or at their religious shrine.  

 

And as is tradition when we complete the study of a book of Torah we say: 



CHAZZAK, CHAZZAH, V’NIT’CHAZEK! (BE STRONG, BE STRONG AND 

LET US BE STRENGTHENED!) 

Shabbat Shalom and Shavuah Tov! 

-- Yehudah ben Shomeyr 

 

 

RaYBaSH’s Haftarah Hashings 

Parashah # 23: Pekudei “The Accounts” 

I Kings 7:40-8:21 

By: Yehudah ben Shomeyr  

 

 

The Haftarah parallels the Parasha in that this describes the fabrication of the 

articles for Solomon’s Temple and the dedication of it. 

 

 
I Kings 8:17-21 And it was in the heart of David my father to build an house for the name 

of the LORD God of Israel. And the LORD said unto David my father, Whereas it was in 

thine heart to build an house unto my name, thou didst well that it was in thine heart. 

Nevertheless thou shalt not build the house; but thy son that shall come forth out of thy 

loins, he shall build the house unto my name. And the LORD hath performed his word that 

he spake, and I am risen up in the room of David my father, and sit on the throne of Israel, 

as the LORD promised, and have built an house for the name of the LORD God of Israel. 

And I have set there a place for the ark, wherein is the covenant of the LORD, which he 

made with our fathers, when he brought them out of the land of Egypt.  

 

 

I wish to parallel Moshe (Moses) and David. Both were Eved HaShem (Servants of 

God). God spoke with Moshe the Torah, face to face, and it is said of David that he 

was a man after God’s own heart. But both were men of blood. Moshe killed and 

Egyptian, and in the book of Jasher it is said he led many men in war in the land of 

Cush. David, the people chanted and in turned made King Saul jealous, killed his 

tens of thousands. Yet both had the desire to and were giving the plans to build 

God and earthly habitation. Yet it was someone else who carried them out. Aharon 

(Aaron), Moshe’s brother and the Children of Israel carried out the plans for 

building the Tabernacle and Solomon, David’s son, carried out the plans for 

building the Temple. 

 



My point is that sometimes God gives us a Divine knowledge and calling and yet 

we are to bring others up to carry out that calling. 

 

For example, my former Rabbi, was called to train up Rabbi’s, yet he had the 

desire to lead a synagogue. Just as David wanted to build a Temple for God, he had 

him raise his son to do the task. 

 

Shabbat Shalom and Shavuah Tov! 

-- Yehudah ben Shomeyr 
 

 

 

RaYBaSH’s Brit Chadashah Connections 

Parashah # 23: Pekudei “The Accounts” 

Rev. 15:5; 21:1-2, 22 

By: Yehudah ben Shomeyr  

 

  
Rev. 15:5; 21:1-2, 22 

 
 5And after that I looked, and, behold, the temple of the tabernacle of the testimony in 

heaven was opened: 

1And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were 

passed away; and there was no more sea.  

 2And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, 

prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.  

22And I saw no temple therein: for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of 

it. 

 

 

The Torah and Haftarah spoke of the building of the Tabernacle and Temple 

respectively. The Portion from the Brit Chadasha speaks of the Heavenly Temple, 

the model for the earthly ones which were only a shadow. The Heavenly Temple, 

not made by human hands, whose builder and maker is God. 

 

“God had taken up residence in the Tabernacle, but He was unapproachable. Even Moses, 

who was accustomed to standing upon Mount Sinai and basking in the glory of the 

presence of the LORD, could not enter. How is it, then, that Moses was able to withstand 

God’s glory on Mount Sinai, yet was not able to enter into the Tabernacle? 



When Moses ascended Sinai, he entered into the true Tabernacle, the very courts of God. 

Thus the glory of God on the mountain represents the glory of God in the World to Come 

and the New Covenant, whereas the glory of God in the Tabernacle is His glory in the this 

World and covenant. That is the reason Moses can approach on the mountain, but was 

unable to do so when the glory descends to the earth. The mountain symbolized the 

Heavenly reality. Thus even Yeshua had to veil His glory (except while on the mountain of 

transfiguration--a parallel to Sinai). His glory will only be fully revealed when the heavenly 

reality is fully realized on Earth. In that day, God’s people will be able to approach the 

Glory without restriction, as John notes, “I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God the 

Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. And the city has no need of the sun or of the moon 

to shine on it, for the glory of God has illumined it, and its lamp is the Lamb.” (Revelation 

21:22-23)” – FFOZ.org  

 

It’s almost beyond the words of Yochanon (John) to describe it as if the New 

Jerusalem itself was one big Temple, as if we all were standing in the middle of the 

Holy of Holies and HE envelopes us! Wow! It boggles my mind and makes me 

speechless! Baruch HaShem (Praised be His Name)!  

 

Shabbat Shalom and Shavuah Tov! 

-- Yehudah ben Shomeyr 

 

 
 


