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Summary: 

 

Shalom and welcome to another edition of RaYBaSH’s Torah Thoughts.  This 

weeks is almost a rerun of sorts of the last 2 Torah portions, if not a form of de ja 

vu!  As always I will try to bring out the obscure and breeze by the well-known 

and familiar.  

  

In short: Someone gets jealous of Moshe (Moses), his authority and his 

relationship with YHWH, some people rebel, God zaps them, the rest of people 

repent and again pledge their allegiance to God and Moshe.  Boy, you’d think after 

such miraculous displays of punishment to offenders by ADONAI, on behalf of 

Moshe, you’d think the people that were left would learn! But, the Torah says that 

His people are “stiff-necked”, in American slang that would be “bull-headed”. 

 

 

Commentary: 

 

Numbers 16:1-2 Now Korah, the son of Izhar, the son of Kohath, the son of Levi, and 

Dathan and Abiram, the sons of Eliab, and On, the son of Peleth, sons of Reuben, took 

men: And they rose up before Moses, with certain of the children of Israel, two hundred 

and fifty princes of the assembly, famous in the congregation, men of renown:  

 

As a former Rabbi of mine has said, and I agree, because I can attest from 

experience: “99% of the time, the first ones to come against you in the service of 

HaShem (God) is your family.” As the Pentecostal and Charismatics would say, 

“Can I get a witness!?”  Some of you have been there too huh?   

 

First off, notice in verse one that Korach was a Kohathite from the Tribe of Levi.  

The Kohathites were not Cohenim (Priests), but Levi’im, workers in the 

Tabernacle that when Tabernacle was set up or torn down they dealt with carrying 

the holy furnishings of the Mishkan (Tabernacle), such as the Aron Kodesh (Ark of 

the Covenant) itself, the Menorah, the Altars etc.  Secondly, they camped on the 



South side of the camp very close to… You guessed it, Reuven (Reuben) the one 

who went in with Korach in the rebellion.  According to the Midrash Rabbah, 

Rashi said this about Korach: 

 

“What moved him to start a quarrel? He was moved to it by the fact that Elitzafan, 

the son of his father’s brother, was appointed prince over his family: as it says 

(Num.3:30), “And the prince of the father’s house of the families of the Kehatites 

was Elitzafan the son of Uzziel.” Korach argued: My father was one of four 

brothers; as it says (Ex. 4:18), “And the sons of Kehat: Amram, and Yitzhar, and 

Hebron, and Uzziel.” As for Amram the firstborn, his son Aaron attained to 

greatness and Moses to royalty.  Who then should rightly take the next office? Is it 

not the next in line? Now I, being the son of Yitzhar, should by right be leader of 

the Kehatites. Yet Moses appointed the son of Uzziel! Shall the [son of the] 

youngest of my father’s brothers be superior to me? Behold, I shall dispute his 

decision and put to naught all that has been arranged by him…” 

 

In other words we have a jealous cousin on our hands.    

 

Now Dathan and Abiram were Reubenites who according to Jewish legend were 

the ones who were fighting and Moshe tried to break it up.  They are the ones who 

sarcastically responded, “Who made you a prince over us? Are you going to kill 

me as you did the Egyptian (Ex.2:11-15)?” They are the ones who told Pharaoh 

that Moshe killed and Egyptian, and this caused Moshe be a fugitive and enemy of 

the state if you will. 

 

Their names mean “belonging to the law” and “father is the exalted one”.  They 

wanted Moshe’s place, to be, “The exalted father, belonging to the law.” They 

wanted to be the leaders who called the shots, and made the laws.  

 

So what is the sin that we have been dealing with for the past two Torah Portions? 

LASHONE HARA, the Evil Tongue, gossip, slander, trash talking, putting 

someone down etc. We see Ya’akov (James) was right, that; 

 “Even so the tongue is a little member, and boasteth great things. Behold, how 

great a matter a little fire kindleth! And the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity: so 

is the tongue among our members, that it defileth the whole body, and setteth on 

fire the course of nature; and it is set on fire of hell.”  (James 3:5, 6) 



LaShone Hara is the cause of Biblical Tza’arets (Leprosy).  According to the 

Rabbi’s and Sages it was a Physical manifestation of a Spiritual problem.  

Remember when Miriam, Moshe’s sister began criticizing her baby brother? God 

gave her Tza’arets (Num.12:1-16). Last week the 10 spies that brought back and 

evil report died by a plague from ADONAI (Num.14:37) could they have died 

from Tza’arets?  Now here again some Israelites are shooting of at the mouth, 

Kevetching (complaining) about something. It’s as if rebellion blinds one to 

possible and apparently obvious consequences.  

So here we have Korach a Levite, and Dathan and Abiram Reubenite, these three 

gather up 250 men for their cause. Now these weren’t just any common Joe 

Shmo’s, verse two said that they were Nasim (Princes, Leaders) in the community! 

 

Numbers 16:3 And they gathered themselves together against Moses and against Aaron, 

and said unto them, Ye take too much upon you, seeing all the congregation are holy, every 

one of them, and the LORD is among them: wherefore then lift ye up yourselves above the 

congregation of the LORD? 

 

Can you say; Bull crap!?  How could they say this!?  Didn’t Moshe appoint 70 

Tzadakim (Elders) in Num.11:16, 17? What, were they jealous because they didn’t 

get picked to be elders? Perhaps they were not yet 50, the minimal age to be 

chosen as an elder. 

They even imply according to the Midrash Rabbah by Rashi that, “God did not 

command these laws- you have invented them yourself.” Now that walks the tight 

rope of blasphemy, saying the Torah, the Laws of ADONAI are manmade!  Hmm, 

sounds like what a lot of Christians are saying about the Torah today.  This is La 

Shone Hara at its peak.  When you imply something to someone falsely, you are in 

essence killing the character of the person you are speaking against, and so the 

Rabbi’s consider La Shone Hara equivalent to the sin of Murder!  And what 

happens to murderers?  The death penalty! 

I don’t know about you, but I’d be ticked off, the chutzpah (nerve) of these people! 

But not Moshe, he, the most humble man on the face of the earth (Num12:3).  

What did he do? 

 



Numbers 16:4-5 And when Moses heard it, he fell upon his face: And he spake unto Korah 

and unto all his company, saying, Even to morrow the LORD will shew who are his, and 

who is holy; and will cause him to come near unto him: even him whom he hath chosen will 

he cause to come near unto him.  

 

So now a show down takes place, Moshe and Aharon (Aaron), verses Korach, 

Dathan, Abiram and the 250 Nasim!  They all had censors and put incense upon it 

and offered it up to ADONAI, and act only the Levitical Kohenim (Priests) were 

supposed to do.  And it couldn’t be just any old incense, remember when Ahraon’s 

sons offered “strange fire” before ADONAI (Lev.10:1, 2)?  What happened to 

them?  They got roasted, and toasted, and burnt to a crisp!  So what were these 

guys thinking!?  They were probably there when Aharon’s sons bit the dirt! 

 

 Numbers 16:20-21 And the LORD spake unto Moses and unto Aaron, saying, Separate 

yourselves from among this congregation, that I may consume them in a moment.  

 

Uh, Yeah, God was thinking Bar-B-Q!  But Meek Moshe said: 

 

Numbers 16:22. …O God, the God of the spirits of all flesh, shall one man sin, and wilt 

thou be wroth with all the congregation? 

 

God planned on not only taking care of these rebellious men, but the whole nation 

of Israel! 

 

Numbers 16:23-33 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, Speak unto the congregation, 

saying, Get you up from about the tabernacle of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram. And Moses 

rose up and went unto Dathan and Abiram; and the elders of Israel followed him. And he 

spake unto the congregation, saying, Depart, I pray you, from the tents of these wicked 

men, and touch nothing of their's, lest ye be consumed in all their sins. So they gat up from 

the tabernacle of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, on every side: and Dathan and Abiram 

came out, and stood in the door of their tents, and their wives, and their sons, and their 

little children. And Moses said, Hereby ye shall know that the LORD hath sent me to do all 



these works; for I have not done them of mine own mind. If these men die the common 

death of all men, or if they be visited after the visitation of all men; then the LORD hath 

not sent me. But if the LORD make a new thing, and the earth open her mouth, and 

swallow them up, with all that appertain unto them, and they go down quick into the pit; 

then ye shall understand that these men have provoked the LORD. And it came to pass, as 

he had made an end of speaking all these words, that the ground clave asunder that was 

under them: And the earth opened her mouth, and swallowed them up, and their houses, 

and all the men that appertained unto Korah, and all their goods. They, and all that 

appertained to them, went down alive into the pit, and the earth closed upon them: and 

they perished from among the congregation.  

 

 

First ADONAI deals with the three ring leaders and their families.  

“La Shone Hara” which can cover anything from gossip, to slander, to 

complaining.  It is a sin it is rebellion, and we know what the Scriptures say about 

rebellion.  

 

 I Sam.15:23 “For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and 

idolatry.”  

 

La Shone Hara is HIGHLY contagious and like cancer must be dealt with as soon 

as it is discovered, or it will infect the whole body.  So we see God takes action. In 

the verses above we see the earth opened up and swallows them, their families and 

all their possessions.  I then wondered, since the prescribed punishment for 

witchcraft is burning to death, I wondered if they burned up in magma from under 

the earth.  So I checked out what the Rabbi’s had to say, and sure enough that is 

what happened, they were burned! 

 “Rabbah bar Bar Chana said: I was proceeding on my travels, when an Arab said 

to me, “Come, and I will show you where the men of Korach were swallowed up.” 

I went and saw two cracks in the earth from which issued smoke.  Thereupon he 

took a piece of clipped wool, soaked it in water, attached it to the point of his 

spear, and passed it over there, and it was singed. Said I to him, “Listen to what 

you are about to hear.” And I heard them saying thus: “Moses and his Torah are 

true, and they [Korach’s company] are liars.””  (Talmud, Sanhedrin 110a) 



So, what happened to the 250?   

 

 

 Numbers 16:35And there came out a fire from the LORD, and consumed the two hundred 

and fifty men that offered incense. 

 

 

Then the censors in which Korach and his men offered incense to ADONAI were 

melted down and used to cover the Brazen Altar of sacrifice.  Fitting, because 

brass and or copper in the Scriptures is a symbol of Divine judgment.   

 

(Num.17:4, 5 in Jewish versions of the Scriptures)  

 

Numbers 16:39-40And Eleazar the priest took the brasen censers, wherewith they that 

were burnt had offered; and they were made broad plates for a covering of the altar: To be 

a memorial unto the children of Israel, that no stranger, which is not of the seed of Aaron, 

come near to offer incense before the LORD; that he be not as Korah, and as his company: 

as the LORD said to him by the hand of Moses.  

 

Okay, that settles that right?  NOT!  I can’t believe what I’m reading!  Do these 

people ever learn?! 

 

(Num.17:6 in the Jewish version of the Scriptures)  

Numbers 16:41 But on the morrow all the congregation of the children of Israel murmured 

against Moses and against Aaron, saying, Ye have killed the people of the LORD. 

 

Israel acted as if Moshe and Aharon shot Korach, Dathan, Abiram and the 250 

Nasim execution style with a 9 millimeter!  

 

Here we go again, ADONAI wants to kill them off by a plague (Tza’atets?), 

Moshe and Aharon beg for mercy and stand in the gap and stops the plague. 

 



Showdown #2! 

 

This time ADONAI instructs Moshe to gather all the leaders of each tribe in Israel, 

and have them bring their tribal staff.  The staff was a symbol of authority and 

leadership, so we might think of it today like a scepter. Each staff had the name of 

the tribe it represented carved onto it.  Aharon had the staff belonging to the tribe 

of Levi.  Interesting to note that long held Jewish tradition states that the staff 

Moshe and Aharon had was actually a branch taken by Adam from the Tree of Life 

and passed down all the way to Moshe and Aharon. It is also said that along with 

the name of Levi on it, it also had the Name of God (Yod-Hey-Vav-Hey; YHWH) 

carved on it, this is how Moshe was able to perform the miracles with the staff. 

Having gathered all the staffs, Aharon takes them and places the before the Ark.  

Most likely before the curtain in the Holy place, because no one was permitted to 

enter behind the curtain to the Holy of Holies where the Ark was except the Cohen 

Gadol (High Priest) on Yom Kippur (the Day of Atonement) or they would be 

struck down by ADONAI. They all leave, come back the next day, and BAM!  

Aharon’s staff not only budded, but produced full ripe almond clusters!  Hmmm, 

so the Tree of Life was an almond tree, and consequently the Tree of Good and 

evil was said to be a fig tree, hence the aprons of fig leaves.  Adam and Eve 

grabbed the closest thing to them, what they were eating from, a fig tree.  And all 

this time we thought it was an apple tree!  So is this one of the reasons why 

Yahshua cursed the fig tree in the Brit Chadashah (New Testament Matt.21)? 

Maybe. 

 

(Num.17:25 in the Jewish version of the Scriptures)  

 
Num.17:10 And the LORD said unto Moses, Bring Aaron's rod again before the testimony, 

to be kept for a token against the rebels; and thou shalt quite take away their murmurings 

from me, that they die not. 

 

 

So that puts an end to the La Shone Hara, rebellion and the question of who is in 

charge… at least for the moment. 

 

The Rabbi’s try not to be so hard on Korach, they make the point that at least he 

aspired to be more than he was in his service to God. Indeed, we all should be 

perpetually dissatisfied and wish to do more and more for our God. Korach and his 

clan carried the Ark and the rest of the Mishkan furnishings everywhere Israel 

went, yet he desired to do more, to be more for God, yet his aspirations lead him to 

covet what God has given (the Levitical Priesthood) eternally to someone else.  In 



not being satisfied with your service to ADONAI, and wanting to do and be more, 

I can relate. There is not a day goes by when I am at work praying, “Abba, I know 

I speak weekly in some capacity at the Synagogue, and I minister at the jail every 

other weekend, and I write a Torah commentary each week, yet God, I love you so 

much I want to do more!  It kills me to think these 8 hours I spend here at work I 

could be working for You in full time ministry!” I feel like there is not enough 

time in time in the day to get done all that I wish to get done for ADONAI. I know, 

I know, I’m a witness and a light at work, I provide for my family with this job. 

Don’t get me wrong, I am thankful for my job, and the way ADONAI has used me 

there.  Yet I yearn to plant synagogues, speak at churches, teach classes, visit and 

minister in other countries, study, pray, visit the hospitals and jail more often, to be 

a full time Rabbi.  

 

I know that one day this will become a reality.  Plans are already in the works for 

this to come about.  I just have to be patient. 

 

This wraps up this week’s edition of RaYBaSH’s Torah Thoughts, until next time, 

Shalom and Shavuah Tov (Peace be unto you, and have a good week)! 

 

-- Yehudah ben Shomeyr 
 

 

 

 

RaYBaSH’s Haftarah Hashings 

Parashah #38 Korach 

I Sam. 11:14-12:22 

By: Yehudah ben Shomeyr 
 

 

The Theme this week is challenge to authority and the giving in to the people. Not 

to be as a frightful parent who fears the temper tantrum of their child and gives in, 

but more like…. “Okay son, you wanna smoke? Here, smoke this whole pack, 

right now, in front of me.” As an “I told you so” measure. 

 

Then said Samuel to the people, Come, and let us go to Gilgal, and renew the kingdom 

there. And all the people went to Gilgal; and there they made Saul king before the LORD 

in Gilgal; and there they sacrificed sacrifices of peace offerings before the LORD; and 



there Saul and all the men of Israel rejoiced greatly And Samuel said unto all Israel, 

Behold, I have hearkened unto your voice in all that ye said unto me, and have made a king 

over you. And now, behold, the king walketh before you: and I am old and grayheaded; 

and, behold, my sons are with you: and I have walked before you from my childhood unto 

this day. Behold, here I am: witness against me before the LORD, and before his anointed: 

whose ox have I taken? or whose ass have I taken? or whom have I defrauded? whom have 

I oppressed? or of whose hand have I received any bribe to blind mine eyes therewith? and 

I will restore it you. And they said, Thou hast not defrauded us, nor oppressed us, neither 

hast thou taken ought of any man's hand. And he said unto them, The LORD is witness 

against you, and his anointed is witness this day, that ye have not found ought in my hand. 

And they answered, He is witness. And Samuel said unto the people, It is the LORD that 

advanced Moses and Aaron, and that brought your fathers up out of the land of Egypt. 

Now therefore stand still, that I may reason with you before the LORD of all the righteous 

acts of the LORD, which he did to you and to your fathers. When Jacob was come into 

Egypt, and your fathers cried unto the LORD, then the LORD sent Moses and Aaron, 

which brought forth your fathers out of Egypt, and made them dwell in this place. And 

when they forgat the LORD their God, he sold them into the hand of Sisera, captain of the 

host of Hazor, and into the hand of the Philistines, and into the hand of the king of Moab, 

and they fought against them. And they cried unto the LORD, and said, We have sinned, 

because we have forsaken the LORD, and have served Baalim and Ashtaroth: but now 

deliver us out of the hand of our enemies, and we will serve thee. And the LORD sent 

Jerubbaal, and Bedan, and Jephthah, and Samuel, and delivered you out of the hand of 

your enemies on every side, and ye dwelled safe. And when ye saw that Nahash the king of 

the children of Ammon came against you, ye said unto me, Nay; but a king shall reign over 

us: when the LORD your God was your king. Now therefore behold the king whom ye have 

chosen, and whom ye have desired! and, behold, the LORD hath set a king over you. If ye 

will fear the LORD, and serve him, and obey his voice, and not rebel against the 

commandment of the LORD, then shall both ye and also the king that reigneth over you 

continue following the LORD your God: But if ye will not obey the voice of the LORD, but 

rebel against the commandment of the LORD, then shall the hand of the LORD be against 

you, as it was against your fathers. Now therefore stand and see this great thing, which the 

LORD will do before your eyes. Is it not wheat harvest to day? I will call unto the LORD, 

and he shall send thunder and rain; that ye may perceive and see that your wickedness is 

great, which ye have done in the sight of the LORD, in asking you a king. So Samuel called 

unto the LORD; and the LORD sent thunder and rain that day: and all the people greatly 

feared the LORD and Samuel. And all the people said unto Samuel, Pray for thy servants 

unto the LORD thy God, that we die not: for we have added unto all our sins this evil, to 

ask us a king. And Samuel said unto the people, Fear not: ye have done all this wickedness: 

yet turn not aside from following the LORD, but serve the LORD with all your heart; And 

turn ye not aside: for then should ye go after vain things, which cannot profit nor deliver; 

for they are vain. For the LORD will not forsake his people for his great name's sake: 

because it hath pleased the LORD to make you his people.  

 



Here Sh’muel Ha Navi (Samuel the Prophet) by the “okay” of HaShem Himself, 

allows Israel to have a King, but warns them of the dire consequences of such a 

decision. Shm’uel says that a theocracy is better than a monarchy, but regardless, 

the bottom line is to fear God and keep his commandments. 

Shabbat Shalom and Shavuah Tov! 

-- Yehudah ben Shomeyr 

 

 

 

RaYBaSH’s Brit Chadashah Connections 

Parashah #38: Korach 

II Tim. 2:22, Jude 11 

By: Yehudah ben Shomeyr 

 
 

II Tim. 2:22 Flee also youthful lusts: but follow righteousness, faith, charity, peace, with 

them that call on the Lord out of a pure heart. 

 

Jude 11 Woe unto them! for they have gone in the way of Cain, and ran greedily after the 

error of Balaam for reward, and perished in the gainsaying of Core. 

 

 

It is considered a youthful lust for one to ignorantly think they know more than 

their elders and desire to take their place, thinking they can do better. The Sages 

say in the Pirkei Avot to not to desire leadership but be one when there is none. We 

are commanded to humble ourselves and to flee such thoughts. It is not wrong per 

se to desire to be a leader or want positive change, but to have young blood at the 

cost of our elders is to be doomed to repeat the grand mistakes of history. Young 

and old need to work as a team with the younger ones submitting their fresh ideas 

to the scrutiny of experience. 

 

Shabbat Shalom and Shavuah Tov! 

-- Yehudah ben Shomeyr 

 

 
 


