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Summary: 

“Moses is taught the laws of the Red Heifer, whose ashes purify a person who has 

been contaminated by contact with a dead body. 

After 40 years of journeying through the desert, the people of Israel arrive in the 

wilderness of Zin. Miriam dies and the people thirst for water. G-d tells Moses to 

speak to a rock and command it to give water. Moses gets angry at the rebellious 

Israelites and strikes the stone. Water issues forth, but Moses is told by G-d that 

neither he nor Aaron will enter the Promised Land. 

Aaron dies at Hor Hahar and is succeeded in the High Priesthood by his son 

Elazar. Venomous snakes attack the Israelite camp after yet another eruption of 

discontent in which the people "speak against G-d and Moses"; G-d tells Moses to 

place a brass serpent upon a high pole, and all who will gaze heavenward will be 

healed. The people sing a song in honor of the miraculous well that provided the 

water in the desert. Moses leads the people in battles against the Emorite kings 

Sichon and Og (who seek to prevent Israel's passage through their territory) and 

conquers their lands, which lie east of the Jordan.” – Parashah in a Nutshell” -- 

chabad.org  

 

Commentary: 

 

Numbers 19:1-5 And the LORD spake unto Moses and unto Aaron, saying, This is the 

ordinance of the law which the LORD hath commanded, saying, Speak unto the children of 

Israel, that they bring thee a red heifer without spot, wherein is no blemish, and upon 

which never came yoke: And ye shall give her unto Eleazar the priest, that he may bring 

her forth without the camp, and one shall slay her before his face: And Eleazar the priest 

shall take of her blood with his finger, and sprinkle of her blood directly before the 

tabernacle of the congregation seven times: And one shall burn the heifer in his sight; her 

skin, and her flesh, and her blood, with her dung, shall he burn:  
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The word here in verse 2 of the King James rendered “ordinance” is the Hebrew 

word “Chok”, hence the name of our first Torah portion in our study this week. 

The title of a Parashah is always taken from the first few words of the first few 

verses. 

To explain what Chukim are, I will quote from my book “Get Back to the First 

Century”: 

 

“If one can excuse and explain away (Saturday) Sabbath, observance, 

circumcision, kosher eating, etc. what’s keeping one from using Scriptural 

acrobatics (taking Scripture out of context) to excuse oneself for not keeping any 

of the commandments standing in ones way of fulfilling ones fleshly carnal 

desires?  After all, some of the commandments have no apparent reason such as 

eating kosher, and not mixing cotton with wool (Deut.22:11)  Laws like these are 

called “Chukim” We keep them anyway because we trust, love and fear Elohim, 

and we recognize He is infinite and His ways are above ours, His reasoning beyond 

ours.  It is just like being a parent.  You ask a 4 year old to do something and they 

ask, “Why?”  You know that since they are so little, even if you did take the time 

to explain it to them, they may not fully understand the reasoning behind your 

command.  So as to save time, confusion and more questions you say, “Because I 

said so.”  Knowing when they get older and become parents themselves they may 

understand why.  The same with our Heavenly Father, “Father knows best” we 

keep them because He said so.  Even after the Chukim commands He says, “I am 

The ADONAI your God.”  That’s His way of saying, “Because I said so.” We 

can’t just pick and choose which Commandments to follow.  We can’t just decide 

to follow only the ones with moral implications.” 

 

So when ADONAI commands us through the Torah to do something we don’t 

understand, “Just have a “Chok” and a smile!” (Chok is the singular for the plural 

Chukkim) Just do it (To use another tired cliché)! Follow Abba’s (Daddy’s) 

instructions with joy, whether you understand them or not. 

 

Admittedly, even the great Rabbi’s and Sages of blessed memory had a hard time 

with the Scriptures pertaining to the Red Heifer: 

 

“In everything that God taught Moses, He would tell him both the manner of 

contamination and the manner of purification. When God came to the laws 



concerning one who comes in contact with a dead body, Moses said to Him: 

"Master of the universe! If one is thus contaminated, how may he be purified?" 

God did not answer him. At that moment, the face of Moses turned pale. 

When God came to the section of the Red Heifer, He said to Moses: "This is its 

manner of purification." Said Moses to God: "Master of the universe! This is a 

purification?" Said God: "Moses, it is a chok, a decree that I have decreed, and no 

creature can fully comprehend My decrees."” --Midrash Rabbah 

 

Sholomo HaMelek (King Solomon), the Scriptures say that he was the wisest man 

who ever lived couldn’t even wrap his noggin around this one:  

 

“In reference to what did King Solomon say (Ecclesiastes 7:23), "I thought to be 

wise to it, but it is distant from me"? He said: All of the Torah's commandments I 

have comprehended. But the chapter of the Red Heifer, though I have examined it, 

questioned it and searched it out--I thought to be wise to it, but it is distant from 

me.” -- Midrash Rabbah 

 

Several verses with in chapter 19 speak of anyone handling the ashes are made 

unclean.  But you may be thinking, “Wasn’t the purpose of the ashes of the Red 

Heifer to make one clean, not unclean?” Yes, very true, and I found an explanation 

that which I couldn’t have put it better myself, by Rabbi Ariel ben-Lyman: 

 

“The mitzvah of the Red Heifer (referred to in Judaism 

as Parah Adumah, literally "Red Cow") is a peculiar 

command indeed. A couple of details make this mitzvah 

unique. To begin with, the participants are commanded 

to slaughter and burn completely this female cow 

without blemish. If you will recall from reading 

Vayikra, touching a dead animal’s carcass renders one 

tamei (ritually unclean). As we discover from our 

current portion at 19:7-22, the preparation of the 

ashes also rendered the individuals involved tamei. 

 

Yet the end result of their efforts produced a 



substance that possessed the supernatural ability to 

cleanse, as HaShem endowed it. True, the real healing 

always comes from HaShem, but in this case, the focal 

point of the healing (the ash mixture) began by 

defiling those who made the mixture. 

 

Peculiar indeed. 

 

Herein lies the secret of faith. To follow HaShem’s 

instructions to the letter was to act and live in an 

arena of trusting faithfulness. To do what the Torah 

asked sometimes required its participants to perform 

various rituals and functions that defy logic and 

common sense. Life from death? Only the Will of 

HaShem could produce such an effect. Particularly, we 

see this demonstrated graphically in Yeshua! 

 

The events surrounding his death defiled everyone 

involved. Remember that the handling of the 

sacrificial victim defiles the handler. Thus, 

everyone, from the prosecutors, to those who mocked 

him, to the executioner who drove the nails—everyone 

was made unclean. 

 

This includes you and me. 

 

We placed him there as much as any Roman or Jew 

involved directly in that century. Our transgressions 

caused him to become the sacrifice for sin. 

Therefore, we are also defiled. 

 

But the end result is what makes the significant 

difference! 

 

In the case of the Red Heifer, the resulting ash 

played the central part in the cleansing of those who 

were tamei. In the case of Yeshua, his shed blood 

plays a central part in our cleansing. Were it not 

for the blood, which was freely spilled, we would 



forever be in a state of spiritual tamei! Thanks be 

unto God, the blood was poured out!” 

 

Some have assigned various meaning to the elements in the red heifer sacrifice.  

The cow itself symbolizing life. It’s read color representing blood, which 

according Torah is life (Lev. 17:11). The crimson thread, an umbilical cord, cedar 

representing sacred space; as the Temple was lined with cedar. Finally the hyssop 

which was used as a brush to be a cleansing agent. Hyssop was also used to cleanse 

wounds and to kill infections. 

 

Numbers 19:21 And it shall be a perpetual statute unto them, 

 

Here is a tantalizing hint of a future archeological find of the ashes of the Red 

Heifer.  Interestingly enough Cohen (Levitical Priests) in Israel are now raising 

Red Heifer in the sure event of the 3
rd

 Temple being built that they will have a Red 

Heifer ready if the Original ashes are not found.  This also (and I’m sure many 

Christians will disagree with me) that this also shows that even though Yeshua 

Moshieynu has come and will come and reign from the 3
rd

 Temple, and even 

though that he was our spiritual Red Heifer so to speak, that even this does not “do 

away” with the Chuk of physically using the ashes of the Red Heifer during the 3
rd

 

Temple period. Again I would like to stress that even though Yeshua is Priest and 

King, His Priesthood (of the order of Melchezidek) does not do away with 

anything of the Levitical Priesthood, Yeshua’s Priesthood is simply a higher order 

of priesthood.  

 

“Nine Red Heifers were prepared from the time that the Jewish people were 

commanded this mitzvah until the Second Temple was destroyed. The first was 

prepared by Moses; the second by Ezra, and another seven were prepared from 

Ezra until the Temple's destruction. The tenth Heifer will be prepared by 

Moshiach, may he speedily be revealed, Amen, may it so be the will of God.” -- 

Mishneh Torah 

 

I would like at this time hope to clear up the whole priesthood and sacrifice issue 

by quoting from an article I wrote dealing with this very issue called: “Salvation 

and Sacrifice” 

 



“In the Messianic and Christian arena’s the issue of Salvation and Levitical animal 

Sacrifice has caused charged heated debates and cause congregational and 

denominational splits.  How were the “Old Testament Saints” saved?  Will there be 

animal sacrifice during then Third Temple when Messiah reigns, if so why?  

Wouldn’t animal sacrifice slap Yahshua and his sacrificial atoning work on the 

cross in the face?  Many like questions, circle submerge and emerge continuously, 

as a Netzari Jew let me put this weary animal to rest.  If you don’t like it the 

answer, take it up with HaShem and His Word.  If it blows down your little 

theological house of cards the maybe you should question the materials you have 

used, or the foundation it has been founded upon; ADONAI’s Word, or tradition 

and doctrines of men? 

 

Let me first tackle the issue of salvation.  It is the misconception of many that the 

“Old Testament Saints” were saved by works, keeping the Torah (law), in 

combination with the Levitical animal sacrifices, and “New Testament Saints” are 

saved by “Grace” and Yeshua’s death on the cross.   How fair is that!?  Christians 

say there is only one way of salvation, this view would contradict that.  This is 

purely a Christian false doctrine; nothing could be further from the truth. 

 

Then how were the Believers before the death and resurrection of Yahshua, 

saved!?   

 

I believe the saints in the Tanak were saved the same way as the saints in the 

Renewed Covenant.  The difference is perspective.  Those in the Tanak looked 

forward to, and believed in the Messiah and His atoning work that was coming.  

The Renewed Covenant saints (us) look back and believe in the Messiah and His 

atoning work that already came, and is coming again!  The sacrifices of the 

Tabernacle and Temple era, before Yahshua came never atoned for, or removed 

sin.  In the Renewed Covenant book of Hebrews 10:4 “It is NOT possible that the 

blood of bulls and of goats should take away sins.”  it just rolled it back like a 

credit card debt until Messiah came to pay it in full, atoning for them all past, 

present, and future (Isa.53:6; IPt.2:24; IJn.2:2; Heb.1:3; 5-10).   I believe that 

Yahshua worked within the framework of Torah, and the sacrificial system set up 

therein.   

 

Then what is the purpose of the animal sacrifices?  Two predominant reasons: 

 

1. It was to be a physical object lesson that pointed to the coming Messiah and 

what He would do.  It acted as a credit card that covered, did not take away, 

and rolled back the sin debt until someone, Messiah, could come along and 



pay it.  In the time of the Third Temple the sacrifices will be a reminder of 

the Messiah who came and what He did (Is. 56, 66; Zech. 14:16-21).  The 

sacrifices before Yeshua came only pointed to the Messiah which was to 

come, and the sacrifices after Yahshua, and that will take place in the 

Millennial Reign, point back to Messiah’s atoning work. 

2. It provided and will provide food, materials and income for the Priests and 

their families (Leviticus 5-10).” 

 

You see Yeshua was a “type” of Red Heifer.  Just as the Red Heifer was slain 

outside the camp, so was Yeshua our Moshiach!  The Red Heifer pointed and 

hinted at the Messiah to come. Lev.16:27...Suffering outside the Camp...Mt. 27:33; 

Heb. 13:11, 12 

 

Moving onward, there is also a controversial Scripture in the Brit Chadashah (New 

Testament) that has plagued Christians for years concerning contamination by a 

corpse, which can be easily explained through going back to the Jewish roots of 

subject at hand.  Tim Hegg from First Fruits of Zion tackles this passage very well: 

 

“Then the clean person shall sprinkle on the unclean on the third day and on the 

seventh day; and on the seventh day he shall purify him from uncleanness, and he 

shall wash his clothes and bathe himself in water and shall be clean by evening. 

(Numbers 19:19) 

The Torah says that touching a corpse makes a person ritually unclean. To be 

cleansed, a person needed to be sprinkled with ashes from the red heifer. After 

completing the seven-day purification process by sprinklings with ashes of the red 

heifer, the defiled person was to immerse himself in water. This baptism of 

cleansing from corpse contact helps explain a difficult passage in Paul’s letter to 

the Corinthians.[1] While defending the hope in a literal resurrection from the 

dead, Paul says, “[If the dead are not raised] what will those do who are baptized 

for the dead? If the dead are not raised at all, why then are they baptized for 

them?” (1 Corinthians 15:29) This verse has vexed readers and Bible students for a 

long time. 

In traditional Jewish practice, a corpse is prepared for burial by a special ritual 

washing of the body. To be among those who care for the dead in this manner is 

considered a high honor in Judaism. The early believers practiced the customary 

washing of the body. For example, when Tabitha died, Acts 9:37 says the 

community of believers washed her body. The ritual washing of the body is an 



expression of faith in the resurrection of the dead. It is a preparation for 

resurrection. 

Those who conduct the ritual washing, however, necessarily contract corpse 

contamination. Though the ashes of the red heifer would not have been applied to 

people living outside the land of Israel, the believers in Corinth would still have 

undergone the prescribed immersion in a mikvah. The same practice of immersing 

after washing the dead persists in the Jewish community today. Therefore, Paul 

asks rhetorically, “If the dead are not raised at all, why then are they baptized for 

them?” (1 Corinthians 15:29) In other words, if the dead are not raised, why 

practice the ritual washing of the body, which requires a person conducting the 

washing to immerse himself? 

 

The dead will be raised, and the rituals of cleansing from corpse contamination 

testify to that coming resurrection. In that day, we will be cleansed from the ritual 

impurity of our dying, mortal bodies. We will be raised imperishable and pure like 

our righteous Messiah.” 

 

Here is a Talmudic story concerning the Chuk (the regulation) of the Red Heifer as 

retold by Rabbi Ariel ben-Lyman: 

 

“A certain heathen asked R. Yohanan ben Zakkai: The 

rites you perform in connection with the Red Heifer 

smell of witchcraft! You bring a heifer, burn it, 

grind it and take its ashes. You sprinkle two or three 

drops on one of you who is contaminated with corpse 

defilement and say to him, You are clean. Said R. 

Yohanan b. Zakkai to him: Have you never been 

possessed by a demon? He answered: No. - Have you 

never seen a man possessed by a demon? He answered: 

Yes. - And what do you do for him? - We bring herbs 

and make them smoke beneath him, and throw water on 

him and the demon is exorcised. He answered: Let your 

ears hear what your mouth has spoken. The spirit of 

defilement is the same as your demon. We sprinkle on 

it the waters of purification and it is exorcised. 

 

After the heathen had left, R. Yohanan’s disciples 



said to him: Him you have put off with a straw, but 

what answer will you give us? He replied to them. By 

your life, neither does the dead defile nor the water 

purify, but the Holy One blessed be He said: It is a 

statute I have laid down, a decree that I have decreed 

and you are not authorized to violate my decree. 

 

The heathen required a rational explanation, appealing 

to his common sense. The Torah’s defilement is a kind 

of disease or evil spirit. The red heifer’s ashes are 

no more than a kind of cure for the disease, a 

demon-repellent. But he could tell his disciples, 

students of the Torah and who accepted its yoke, the 

truth. Uncleanliness is not an integral part of 

nature, neither in the corpse nor in the one who comes 

in contact with it. It is not a demon or pest 

originating in the corpse itself. The ashes of the 

heifer and the waters of the sin- offering have no 

intrinsic purificatory properties. It is a Divine 

commandment. That alone determines the defilement of 

the corpse and the purificatory properties of the 

ashes. It is the commandments that refine the human 

soul. 

 

Let us not be among those who seek for rational 

explanation for those things, to which the laws of 

reason do not apply. May we be like the disciples of 

Rabbi Yohanan ben Zakkai who accept the yoke of the 

statutes (hukkim), just as they do the yoke of the 

other commandments of the Torah.” 

 

Numbers 20:1-2 Then came the children of Israel, even the whole congregation, into the 

desert of Zin in the first month: and the people abode in Kadesh; and Miriam died there, 

and was buried there. And there was no water for the congregation: and they gathered 

themselves together against Moses and against Aaron.  

 

Okay, so Miriam, Moshe’s sister dies, however, the interesting part lies in verse 

two.  Reading verses one and two together, verse two seems obscure and out of 



place.  But any serious student of Scripture knows that ADONAI does not just 

throw random verses and subjects together, therefore the Holy One must have a 

reason for the narrative here.  Let’s see if we can find out what that is. 

 

According to Rashi: 

 

“The fact that there was no water after Miriam died shows that it was in here merit 

that the miraculous well followed the people throughout their wanderings.” 

 

Maybe because Miriam was the one who took watch care of her baby brother 

Moshe when his mother put him in the reeds to escape the impending slaughter of 

the Hebrew baby boys by the Egyptians. Maybe this merited her to be the one who 

found the water sources for Israel.  According to Tradition the same well 

miraculously followed Israel throughout their journey until Miriam died. 

 

This is what the Talmud says on the matter: 

 

And Miriam died there... And there was no water for the congregation (20:1-2) 

Three great providers arose for the people of Israel--Moses, Aaron and Miriam--

through whom they received three great gifts: the well, the clouds [of glory], and 

the manna. The well was in the merit of Miriam, the clouds in the merit of Aaron, 

and the manna in the merit of Moses. 

When Miriam died, the well was removed, as it says, "And Miriam died there..." 

and, immediately afterward, "And there was no water for the congregation." The 

well then resumed in the merit of the other two. 

When Aaron died, the clouds of glory were removed, as it says, "And the 

Canaanite, the King of Arad, heard ...and waged war on Israel." He heard that 

Aaron died, and thought that he now had license to attack Israel [because the 

clouds of glory which protected them were gone. The well and the clouds] then 

resumed in the merit of Moses alone. -- Talmud, Taanit 9a 

 

Numbers 20:3-5 And the people chode with Moses, and spake, saying, Would God that we 

had died when our brethren died before the LORD! And why have ye brought up the 

congregation of the LORD into this wilderness, that we and our cattle should die there? 

And wherefore have ye made us to come up out of Egypt, to bring us in unto this evil 



place? it is no place of seed, or of figs, or of vines, or of pomegranates; neither is there any 

water to drink.  

 

You may be thinking, “LaShone Hara, Again!?” Well, hold up.  Let’s not be so 

hard on Beny Yisrael (The Children of Israel) this time around.  Remember 

Miriam was a leader just like Moshe and Aharon, and was beloved by the people.  

So they were in mourning just as Moshe and Aharon was.  And how many times 

have you said something in the throes of grief that you didn’t mean? Notice too, 

that Moshe and Aharon didn’t get angry at them or hold this against them. After all 

a mother figure and a water scout for an entire nation just died.  Everyone was 

scared, grieving and possibly in shock, so we can’t really blame them for this 

outburst. God also understands this, and notice He doesn’t hold this against the 

people in any way. Instead, He provides water for the people. 

 

Numbers 20:7-12 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, Take the rod, and gather thou 

the assembly together, thou, and Aaron thy brother, and speak ye unto the rock before 

their eyes; and it shall give forth his water, and thou shalt bring forth to them water out of 

the rock: so thou shalt give the congregation and their beasts drink. And Moses took the 

rod from before the LORD, as he commanded him. And Moses and Aaron gathered the 

congregation together before the rock, and he said unto them, Hear now, ye rebels; must 

we fetch you water out of this rock? And Moses lifted up his hand, and with his rod he 

smote the rock twice: and the water came out abundantly, and the congregation drank, and 

their beasts also. And the LORD spake unto Moses and Aaron, Because ye believed me not, 

to sanctify me in the eyes of the children of Israel, therefore ye shall not bring this 

congregation into the land which I have given them. This is the water of Meribah; because 

the children of Israel strove with the LORD, and he was sanctified in them.  

 

  At times we read things in Scripture from a human stand point and say, “Gesh! 

That’s a pretty harsh punishment for something so small as that!” But as always we 

must look deeper. 

 

So why did hitting a rock exclude Moshe and Aharon from entering the Promised 

Land? 

 

1. Moshe and Aharon were together in this.  They represented the leadership in 

this matter. Aharon did not stop or rebuke Moshe for striking the rock.  So 



silence is condoning. Moshe didn’t just speak to the rock as God 

commanded, but he struck the rock which G-d did not command. 

 

2.  Remember a few chapters back that ADONAI promised that no one from 

the original Exodus would enter the Promised Land except for Kalev (Caleb) 

and Yahoshuah (Joshua).  This included Moshe, Aharon, and Miriam not 

entering the land. 

 

 

3. Moshe and Aharon seem to take credit for this miracle. 

 

 
Numbers 20:10 And Moses and Aaron gathered the congregation together before the 

rock, and he said unto them, Hear now, ye rebels; must we fetch you water out of this 

rock? 

 

 

4.   I’ll use an illustration from the Midrash Rabba (A Jewish Commentary): 

 

“To what may this be compared? To the case of a king who had a friend. Now 

this friend displayed arrogance towards the king privately, using harsh words. 

The king, however, did not lose his temper with him. After a time he rose and 

displayed his arrogance in the presence of his legions, and the king passed 

sentence of death upon him. So also the Holy One, blessed be He, said to 

Moses: "The first offence that you committed was a private matter between you 

and Me. Now, however, that it is done in the presence of the public it is 

impossible to overlook it." Thus it says: "[Because you did not believe in Me...] 

in the eyes of the children of Israel."” 

 

He broke one of the Ten Commandments by taking the name of YHWH in vain 

in a public setting. 

 

On an archeological note, the late Ron Wyatt believes to have found this very 

rock. It is a rock in the shape of the Hebrew letter Shin, the same shape as the 

Vulcan sign with the hand for “Live long and Prosper.” Actually, this is the 

same shape with the hand the Rabbi’s use when pronouncing the Aaronic 

Blessing over the people. Leonard Nemoy, who played Spock on the original 

Star Trek, being Jewish, borrowed the sign from Judaism for the Show. 

 



Anyhow, this rock has erosion marks coming from the split in the middle of the 

rock.  The water appeared to have come from within the middle of the rock 

itself! 

 

Numbers 20:11 And Moses lifted up his hand, and with his rod he smote the 

rock twice: and the water came out abundantly, and the congregation drank, and 

their beasts also.  

 

Notice God’s great mercy.  He provided water for the people despite Moshe’s 

sin!  And who said Grace isn’t in the Law?! 

 

Also in chapter 20, Aharon dies.  Whoa, what a blow to Beny Yisrael, two 

leaders die real close together!  

 

 

Numbers 20:23-29 And the LORD spake unto Moses and Aaron in mount Hor, by the coast 

of the land of Edom, saying, Aaron shall be gathered unto his people: for he shall not enter 

into the land which I have given unto the children of Israel, because ye rebelled against my 

word at the water of Meribah. Take Aaron and Eleazar his son, and bring them up unto 

mount Hor: And strip Aaron of his garments, and put them upon Eleazar his son: and 

Aaron shall be gathered unto his people, and shall die there. And Moses did as the LORD 

commanded: and they went up into mount Hor in the sight of all the congregation. And 

Moses stripped Aaron of his garments, and put them upon Eleazar his son; and Aaron died 

there in the top of the mount: and Moses and Eleazar came down from the mount. And 

when all the congregation saw that Aaron was dead, they mourned for Aaron thirty days, 

even all the house of Israel. 

 

Moshe, Aharon and Miriam all, according to Jewish Tradition, supernaturally died 

by a kiss from YHWH.  Also according to Tradition that (because of the Laws of 

Priestly modesty) that as soon as a piece of garment was removed from Aharon, it 

was replaced by a garment of light so as not to show Aharon’s (Aaron’s) 

nakedness.  And that the undermost garment was removed first. Why did they strip 

Aharon before he died anyway?  Because if Aharon died in the Priestly garments, 

they would be contaminated (see ch.19), ritually unclean.  

 

Now Aharon was more popular than Moshe believe it or not.  Moshe was like the 

disciplinary father figure, and Aharon was like the nurturing, compassionate, 

understanding mother figure. 

 



“They wept for Aaron... all the house of Israel (20:29) 

For Aaron, "all the house of Israel"--both men and women--wept; but regarding 

Moses it is says only that "the sons of Israel" wept for him (Deuteronomy 34:8). 

For Moses would rebuke them with harsh words. Aaron never said to a man, "You 

have sinned!" or to a woman, "You have sinned!"... [Instead,] when Aaron would 

walk along and meet with an iniquitous person, he would greet him, "Shalom!" 

The next day, when this person desired to commit a transgression, he would say to 

himself: Woe is to me! How will I show my face afterwards to Aaron, who greets 

me all the time?" As a result, this person would refrain from the transgression. 

If two people quarreled, Aaron would go and sit with one of them and say to him: 

"My son, have you seen what your friend is doing? He beats his breast and rends 

his clothes, saying: 'Woe is to me! How can I lift my eyes to see my friend? I am 

ashamed to show myself to him, for I have done him offence!'" And so he would 

sit with him, until he removed the jealousy from his heart. Then Aaron would go 

and sit with the other and say to him: "My son, have you seen what your friend is 

doing? He beats his breast and rends his clothes, saying: 'Woe is to me! How can I 

lift my eyes to see my friend? I am ashamed to show myself to him, for I have 

done him offence!'" And so he would sit with him, until he removed the jealousy 

from his heart. When the two would meet, they would embrace and kiss each 

other... 

There were thousands in Israel named after Aaron, because were it not for Aaron, 

they would not have come into the world. For Aaron would make peace between 

husband and wife, and they would come back together and call the child by his 

name.” -- Avot d'Rabbi Natan, ch. 12 

 

Wow! How would you like to have a thousand people named in your honor!?  You 

shout “Hey Aaron!” in a crowd and a thousand people turn their heads and say, 

“What?” Oy! 

 

Numbers 21:5-9 And the people spake against God, and against Moses, Wherefore have ye 

brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? for there is no bread, neither is there 

any water; and our soul loatheth this light bread. And the LORD sent fiery serpents among 

the people, and they bit the people; and much people of Israel died. Therefore the people 

came to Moses, and said, We have sinned, for we have spoken against the LORD, and 

against thee; pray unto the LORD, that he take away the serpents from us. And Moses 

prayed for the people. And the LORD said unto Moses, Make thee a fiery serpent, and set 



it upon a pole: and it shall come to pass, that every one that is bitten, when he looketh upon 

it, shall live. And Moses made a serpent of brass, and put it upon a pole, and it came to 

pass, that if a serpent had bitten any man, when he beheld the serpent of brass, he lived.  

 

I’m sure we all remember this story from Sunday and or Sabbath School.  I will 

only mention some parallels you may already know. 

 

The serpent on a pole is a type and shadow of Yeshua’s sacrificial death on the 

cross for our sins.  Brass or Copper, is the symbol of Divine Judgment. But why a 

serpent?  Because the Scriptures say that He became sin for us (Is.53:6, Rom.5, II 

Cor. 5:21).  It was the serpent who enticed Chava (Eve) to sin.  So the serpent has 

long been the symbol of evil and sin.  

 

Also, it is relatively well known that this is where the medical field got the symbol 

of the serpent wrapped around a pole that we often see on ambulances. 

 

John 3:14-21 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of 

man be lifted up: That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life. 

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 

him should not perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent not his Son into the world to 

condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved. He that believeth on 

him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not 

believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. And this is the condemnation, that 

light is come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds 

were evil. For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest his 

deeds should be reproved. But he that doeth truth cometh to the light, that his deeds may 

be made manifest, that they are wrought in God.  

 

John 3:31-37 Now is the judgment of this world: now shall the prince of this world be cast 

out. And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me. This he said, 

signifying what death he should die. The people answered him, We have heard out of the 

law that Christ abideth for ever: and how sayest thou, The Son of man must be lifted up? 

who is this Son of man? Then Jesus said unto them, Yet a little while is the light with you. 

Walk while ye have the light, lest darkness come upon you: for he that walketh in darkness 

knoweth not whither he goeth. While ye have light, believe in the light, that ye may be the 

children of light. These things spake Jesus, and departed, and did hide himself from them. 

But though he had done so many miracles before them, yet they believed not on him:  

 



Shabbat Shalom and Shavuah Tov! 

-- Yehudah ben Shomeyr 

 

 

 

RaYBaSH’s Haftarah Hashings 

Parashah #39: Chukkat: Statues, Regulations 

Judges 11:1-33 

By: Yehudah ben Shomeyr 

 

Judges 11:30-40 And Jephthah vowed a vow unto the LORD, and said, If thou shalt 

without fail deliver the children of Ammon into mine hands, Then it shall be, that 

whatsoever cometh forth of the doors of my house to meet me, when I return in peace from 

the children of Ammon, shall surely be the LORD's, and I will offer it up for a burnt 

offering. So Jephthah passed over unto the children of Ammon to fight against them; and 

the LORD delivered them into his hands. And he smote them from Aroer, even till thou 

come to Minnith, even twenty cities, and unto the plain of the vineyards, with a very great 

slaughter. Thus the children of Ammon were subdued before the children of Israel. And 

Jephthah came to Mizpeh unto his house, and, behold, his daughter came out to meet him 

with timbrels and with dances: and she was his only child; beside her he had neither son 

nor daughter. And it came to pass, when he saw her, that he rent his clothes, and said, Alas, 

my daughter! thou hast brought me very low, and thou art one of them that trouble me: for 

I have opened my mouth unto the LORD, and I cannot go back. And she said unto him, My 

father, if thou hast opened thy mouth unto the LORD, do to me according to that which 

hath proceeded out of thy mouth; forasmuch as the LORD hath taken vengeance for thee 

of thine enemies, even of the children of Ammon. And she said unto her father, Let this 

thing be done for me: let me alone two months, that I may go up and down upon the 

mountains, and bewail my virginity, I and my fellows. And he said, Go. And he sent her 

away for two months: and she went with her companions, and bewailed her virginity upon 

the mountains. And it came to pass at the end of two months, that she returned unto her 

father, who did with her according to his vow which he had vowed: and she knew no man. 

And it was a custom in Israel, That the daughters of Israel went yearly to lament the 

daughter of Jephthah the Gileadite four days in a year. 

 

Here we find one of these unsettling passages in the Tanak that make us say: “Boy, 

I hope that doesn’t mean what I think it means. If so that’s harsh!” 

Just as in our Torah portion, we reel over the fact that Moshe and Aaron are denied 

entrance to the Promised Land over what we may see as petty. If we can sum up 

the moral of the story, it would be, “Be careful what you vow” 



R.Samuel Kimche said that is Vav in the word “V’naaleeteehu” means “or” and 

not “and”, basically meaning that Jephthah would offer up a sacrifice if that which 

came out of his house was appropriate for sacrifice according to the Torah. So in 

other words, since G-d doesn’t approve of human sacrifice, so his daughter became 

celibate (an old maid) for the remainder of her life. Because of this she was as 

good as dead, because no new life would ever spring forth from her womb. 

The Talmud of the other hand says that he did sacrifice his daughter (Taanit 4a) to 

teach everyone the seriousness of making vows. 

Shabbat Shalom and Shavuah Tov! 

-- Yehudah ben Shomeyr 

 

 

 

RaYBaSH’s Brit Chadasha Thoughts 

Parashah #39: Chukkat: Statues, Regulations 

Acts 5:1-11 

By: Yehudah ben Shomeyr 

Acts 5:1-11 But a certain man named Ananias, with Sapphira his wife, sold a possession, 

And kept back part of the price, his wife also being privy to it, and brought a certain part, 

and laid it at the apostles' feet. But Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan filled thine heart to 

lie to the Holy Ghost, and to keep back part of the price of the land? Whiles it remained, 

was it not thine own? and after it was sold, was it not in thine own power? why hast thou 

conceived this thing in thine heart? thou hast not lied unto men, but unto God. And 

Ananias hearing these words fell down, and gave up the ghost: and great fear came on all 

them that heard these things. And the young men arose, wound him up, and carried him 

out, and buried him. And it was about the space of three hours after, when his wife, not 

knowing what was done, came in. And Peter answered unto her, Tell me whether ye sold 

the land for so much? And she said, Yea, for so much. Then Peter said unto her, How is it 

that ye have agreed together to tempt the Spirit of the Lord? behold, the feet of them which 

have buried thy husband are at the door, and shall carry thee out. Then fell she down 

straightway at his feet, and yielded up the ghost: and the young men came in, and found 

her dead, and, carrying her forth, buried her by her husband. And great fear came upon 

all the church, and upon as many as heard these things.  

Our Torah and Haftarah Portion both deal with what many of us see as harsh 

punishments. No different with our Brit Chadashah Portion. But how can we finite 



creations fully comprehend what we call justice and fairness, how can we fully 

understand the ways and decisions of an Infinite Creator? 

 

We can say we can see these 3 examples and learn from another mistake, in not to: 

 

1. Let our temper get the best of us and do exactly as we are command no more 

no less. 

2. To be careful what we promise. 

3. Not to lie by commission or omission about our pledges. 

 

In other words all that we do reflect back on God and we need to be conscious of 

the severity of all our decisions and that which comes out of our mouth. 

 

Shabbat Shalom and Shavuah Tov! 

-- Yehudah ben Shomeyr 
 


