
RaYBaSH’s Torah Thoughts 

Parashah # 52: Va’yelech: “And he went”  

Devarim (Deuteronomy) 29:9-31:30 

By: Yehudah ben Shomeyr  

 

Summary: 

 

Moshe (Moses) concludes his public address to Israel by announcing his 

impending death and reveals the transfer of leadership to his ministry long 

apprentice, Yehoshua (Joshua). 

 

Moshe (Moses) then writes down the entire Torah and puts it into the care of the 

Levi’im (Levites) and instructs them to read it in its entirety every Sabbatical year 

around the time of Sukkot (Feast of Tabernacles). 

 

Moshe composes a song to serve as a witness and a warning concerning Israel’s 

future disobedience and punishment that will ensue as a result. 

 

 

Commentary: 

 

Devarim 31:2 (The Scriptures Translation) and he said to them, “I am one hundred 

and twenty years old today. I am no longer able to go out and come in. And 

  has said  to  me,  ‘You  do  not  pass  over  this Yarden.’ 

 

The Sages of blessed memory said that Moshe was born on the 7
th

 of Adar. Verse 2 

says he is 120 years old “today”, so thus he died on his birthday! Wow! What a 

birthday gift! 

 

“Today my days and years were fulfilled; on this day I was born, and on this day I 

shall die... This is to teach us that God fulfills the years of the righteous to the day 

and to the month, as it is written (Exodus 23:26): "I shall fulfill the number of your 

days." -- Talmud, Rosh Hashanah 11a 

 

Let me ask you a question. What would you do if this was the last day of your life 

here on earth? 

 



Well, this is what Moshe did with his final 24 hours: 

 

 Inaugurated a new national leader; Yehoshua (Joshua). V.3,7-8 

 Finished writing the Torah and gave last instructions to the Levi’im. V.9-13, 

24-29 

 Prophecies to Israel concerning their future. V.14-21 

 Composed and taught a song. V.22-23,30 

 Encouraged and edified others. V.23 

 Blessed each tribe. (Deut.33) 

 

The only way Moshe could have done all this in a 24 hour period is if he was 

completely right with ADONAI. 

 

Notice that Moshe didn’t have to ask, plead and beg for God and others to forgive 

him. He didn’t have to make amends with anyone. He therefore had time to do the 

work of ADONAI up till his very last breath! 

 

If you know you were going to die today would you have time to: 

 

 Pass the torch of Torah and leadership to your children and or talmidim 

(disciples)? 

 Bless your family and friends? 

 Have one last time together to study torah, and sing with your family and 

friends? 

 Encourage your family and friends to press on and have no fear after you 

pass on? 

 Be right and in tune enough to give a prophecy to your family and friends 

concerning their future? 

 

In the 10 days of Awe between Rosh Hashanah (Feast of Trumpets/New Year’s) 

and Yom Kippur (Day of Atonement) make things right with God and mankind so 

if you were to die on Yom Kippur you could go out serving ADONAI till the every 

end! 

 

Shabbat Shalom and Shavuah Tov! 

-- Yehudah ben Shomeyr 

 
 

 



RaYBaSH’s Haftarah Hashings 

Parashah # 52: Va’yelech: “And he went”  

Isa. 55:6-56:8 

By: Yehudah ben Shomeyr   

 

 

 

Here are more Prophetic words of comfort to Israel. Remember the song that 

Moshe taught the Children of Israel? The song that will come back to them like an 

annoying TV jingle or as a comforting lullaby when they find themselves exiled, 

away from God and His Torah (Deut. 31:16-22, 30)? 

  

This Haftarah is at a time when Israel will mourn over their whoredom and 

rebellion and they will repent and come back to God, and He will deliver them. 

 

 Isa 55:6-12 Seek ye the LORD while he may be found, call ye upon him while he is near: 

Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return 

unto the LORD, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly 

pardon. For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the 

LORD. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your 

ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts. For as the rain cometh down, and the snow 

from heaven, and returneth not thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth 

and bud, that it may give seed to the sower, and bread to the eater: So shall my word be 

that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish 

that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it. For ye shall go out 

with joy, and be led forth with peace: the mountains and the hills shall break forth before 

you into singing, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.  

 

Isa. 56:8 The Lord GOD, which gathereth the outcasts of Israel saith, Yet will I gather 

others to him, beside those that are gathered unto him. 

 

This is a call to total submission and repentance to God. A call to stop trying to 

figure things out in this finite brain of ours and realize the Infinite is proven tried 

and true every time. And answer while the phone is ringing, so to speak, because 

once the phone stops ringing, God is no longer on the other end when you pick up. 

It is a hollow dial tone. The call to repentance has passed. Only the Holy Spirit can 

call one to repentance. We as humans do not have it in our heart to repent unless 



convicted and impressed to do so by the Ruach Ha Kodesh. When God woos us 

back, it is a total act of mercy on His part. We have nothing to do with it. And if 

called to repent and we answer, our words then hold water and are heeded by God 

to forgive us in His infinite mercy. And after repentance comes joy unspeakable. 

I think the most comforting thing about these passages, and the thing that means 

most to me now, is not that in the future we will all return to the Land. No, what 

comforts me most is that even in exile, even now when so many Jews live outside 

the Promised Land, that God is actually in exile with us. For the return to the Land 

is a given. But sometimes, when it feels we are so for from Him, His Ways and His 

People, we may begin to doubt. But… 

 

Isa. 63:9 “In all their affliction he was afflicted…” 

 

This gives me hope, the hope and the strength to carry on until the day comes when 

we shall return to the Land. 

 

Shabbat Shalom and Shavuah Tov, 

-- Yehudah ben Shomeyr 
 

 

 

 

RaYBaSH’s Brit Chadashah Connections 

Parashah # 52: Va’yelech: “And he went”  

Mattew 28:18-20, Hebrews 13:5-6 

By: Yehudah ben Shomeyr 

 

Deut. 31:7-8, 23 And Moses called unto Joshua, and said unto him in the sight of all Israel, 

Be strong and of a good courage: for thou must go with this people unto the land which the 

LORD hath sworn unto their fathers to give them; and thou shalt cause them to inherit it. 

And the LORD, he it is that doth go before thee; he will be with thee, he will not fail thee, 

neither forsake thee: fear not, neither be dismayed…  And he gave Joshua the son of Nun a 

charge, and said, Be strong and of a good courage: for thou shalt bring the children of 

Israel into the land which I sware unto them: and I will be with thee. 

 



Wow! I bet Yehoshua (Joshua) was a ball of nerves, he was about to fill some great 

shoes! I bet looking at it from his standpoint and seeing all that Moshe (Moses) had 

to endure, I bet he wondered if he could pull it off! Even with Moshes blessings 

and vote of confidence I’m sure he might have said, “Yeah, easy for you to say! 

Your about to go Home, I’m the one who has to see this journey till its end!” If 

only Yehoshua could have time traveled to the here and now, and read ahead of 

time all that befell him and all Israel. Then he would have known for sure that God 

was with him and he would make it successfully to the end. 

Easy for us to say! Many times we are in Yehoshua’s (Joshua’s) shoes. We are 

stuck in the here and now at the start of a big endeavor; at the start of a new job, 

ministry or what have you, and we wonder, “Can I pull this off? Will God 

REALLY see me through!?” If only we could time travel and know the outcome 

right? Wrong! The most important part of the journey is not the arrival to our 

destination, but the journey itself. That is where we learn the lessons and to be able 

to do what is needed at our arrival to our destination.  

We tend to be so foolish and doubtful. If we just stop and think of all that God has 

brought us through to this point we would realize that;  

1. We are sitting here contemplating and thus God has at least seen us through 

this far. 

2. There have been some close calls but at the last minute God always came 

through. 

3. Even when we screwed up royally and it looked like the end, God again 

saved out tale and saw us through in His mercy. 

4. The outcome may not have been what we expected, but He saw us through 

nonetheless. 

To think and draw upon these things, plus the passage of Scripture we are 

discussing right now should be enough to help us to push through. 

We must also remember and take heart that our Messiah has encouraged us a 

Moshe did Yehoshua.  

 

 
Matthew 28:20b …lo, I am with you alway, [even] unto the end of the world. Amen. 

 

Hebrews 13:5-6 [Let your] conversation [be] without covetousness; [and be] content with 

such things as ye have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee. So that we 

may boldly say, The Lord [is] my helper, and I will not fear what man shall do unto me. 



 

 

We are like Yeshua’s Yehoshua’s, we are his ambassadors, the ones who 

represents Him in his absence. 

 

Matthew 28:18-20 And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto 

me in heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all 

things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end 

of the world. Amen. 

 

If He has given us the power and authority of His Name, don’t you think He WILL 

carry us through? 

 

Shabbat Shalom and Shavuah Tov! 

-- Yehudah ben Shomeyr 

 
 

 

 

 


