
RaYBaSH’s Torah Thoughts 

Parashah #15: Bo “Come” 

Shemot/Exodus 10:1-13:16 

By: Rabbi Yehudah ben Shomeyr 

 

Summary: 

 

This Torah Portion deals with the last three of the Ten Plagues are visited on 

Egypt. G-d commands the first mitzvah to be given to the people of Israel: to 

establish a calendar based on the monthly rebirth of the moon.  

The Israelites are also instructed regarding the first Passover. 

 

Commentary: 

Last week we left on a cliff hanger, right in the middle of all the plagues, so let us 

continue and pick up with plague number eight:  

The Eighth Plague: Locust (Arbeh) 

This plague incapacitated the gods Nepri, the grain god, Ermutet, goddess of child 

birth and crops, Anubis, the jackal headed guardian of the field god, and Osiris the 

god of agriculture, and Seth god of the crops. 

Locust ate what ever the hail and lightning left behind. But this plague was actually 

a blessing to the Egyptians. They had run out of food, their animals were sick and 

their crops were destroyed, so when these locusts came, the Egyptians knew that 

they were eatable. Hey, John the Baptist wasn’t the first to eat Locust! 

The plague reminds me of a “punishment” that we parents some times dish out to 

our kids when we get frustrated with them and want them out of our sight lest we 

strangle them. “Go to your room!” Now come on! Most kids don’t care if they get 

sent to their room, which is where they go when they get mad at us anyway 

followed by the slam of the door. Plus they have TV’s, DVD’s, CD’s, MP3’s, 

PS2’s, a computer, stereo, and a phone in their room. Heck what else does a 

teenager need!? Similar to the Egyptians, G-d says, “Okay I’ll send locusts to 

destroy the rest of your food supply.” “No biggie,” says the Egyptian’s, “we’ll just 



eat the locust.” “Now I can’t have you enjoy this plague.” G-d says, and so He 

takes them away, even out of their very mouths! 

 

And G-d turned a very strong west wind, which took away the locusts, and cast them into the 

Sea of Reeds; there remained not one locust in all the borders of Egypt (10:19) 

When the locusts first came, the Egyptians rejoiced and said: "Let us gather them and fill 

barrels with them." Then did G-d say: Wretches! Will you rejoice with the plagues I have 

brought upon you?" Immediately, "G-d turned a very strong west wind... there remained 

not one locust in all the borders of Egypt" -- even those that had been pickled in their pots 

and barrels took wing and fled. -- Midrash Rabbah 

 

Now get this, hail and locust may seem unrelated scientifically, but the hail 

actually sets the stage for the plague of locust, because locusts breed in wet soil, 

and the hail melted and left the ground just right for breeding. It is a known 

scientific fact that they fly with the wind, and Exodus 10:13 points this out. A 

modern invasion of locusts occurred in 1996-1998 in the countries along the Red 

Sea, it developed as a result of a cyclone in June of 1996 and heavy rain in 

November. 

This Invasion of Locust in the book of Exodus most likely occurred around 

February-March which corresponds to the Biblical months of Adar-Nissan 

(Abib/Aviv). 

Now Jasher says it just wasn’t one species of locust: 

 

Jasher 80:33-35 And the Lord sent and brought numerous locusts into Egypt, the Chasel, 

Salom, Chargol, and Chagole, locusts each of its kind, which devoured all that the hail had 

left remaining. Then the Egyptians rejoiced at the locusts, although they consumed the 

produce of the field, and they caught them in abundance and salted them for food. And the 

Lord turned a mighty wind of the sea which took away all the locusts, even those that were 

salted, and thrust them into the Red Sea; not one locust remained within the boundaries of 

Egypt. 

 



The Midrash describes these locusts as aggressive and uncannily similar to those 

described in the book of Revelation. 

This almost made Pharaoh give in but G-d allowed his heart to harden.  

G-d did not harden Pharaoh’s heart in such a way as to extinguish free will. He 

allowed his heart to be hardened by returning his mind to a state before the plagues 

ensued so as to calmly weigh out the matter in his mind and make his choice; 

which was not a choice of arm twisting as a result of the consequences of the 

plague. 

 

We also see an Army of Locust show up in the book of Revelation: 

 

Revelation 9:1-6 “And the fifth angel sounded, and I saw a star fall from heaven unto the 

earth: and to him was given the key of the bottomless pit. And he opened the bottomless 

pit; and there arose a smoke out of the pit, as the smoke of a great furnace; and the sun and 

the air were darkened by reason of the smoke of the pit. And there came out of the smoke 

locusts upon the earth: and unto them was given power, as the scorpions of the earth have 

power. And it was commanded them that they should not hurt the grass of the earth, 

neither any green thing, neither any tree; but only those men which have not the seal of 

God in their foreheads. And to them it was given that they should not kill them, but that 

they should be tormented five months: and their torment was as the torment of a scorpion, 

when he striketh a man. And in those days shall men seek death, and shall not find it; and 

shall desire to die, and death shall flee from them.” (KJV)  

 

The Ninth Plague: Darkness (Choshech) 

Ra, Aten, Horus, and Shu all gods dealing with the sun and or cosmic or heavenly 

bodies just got served here. This made Pharaoh so mad he didn’t even want to see 

or talk to Moshe and Aharon. Pharaoh lost some major face here because he was 

supposed to be the son of Ra! 

Some believe that this darkness was a sand storm: 

 



“…sandstorm… called a khamsin, which is common in Egypt in the spring. Khamsins can 

last up to two or three days. I believe that the “darkness that can be felt,” which lasted for 

three days, was a khamsin, because the description in Exodus fits a khamsin perfectly. The 

first of the khamsin storms each year in Egypt normally occurs in March…. Readers may 

wonder why the writer of Exodus doesn’t say that the three days of darkness were due to a 

dust storm, if indeed that was the case. There is an interesting parallel in the New 

Testament, where at the Crucifixion of Jesus, just before the Passover (and when did this 

take place? Nissah/Abib/Aviv, the time Passover was celebrated and when the Exodus 

occurred!), there were three hours of darkness, starting at noon (Matthew 27:45). A section 

of the Sibylline Oracles (a collection of books in the Apocrypha in the form of prophecies 

but believed to be written after the events) describing the Crucifixion, and probably 

written before A.D. 160, states: “Dust is carried from heaven to earth and all the brightness 

of the sun fails at midday from the heavens.” This would seem to indicate an early tradition 

that the darkness at the Crucifixion was due to a dust storm. Similarly I suggest that the 

three days of darkness recorded in the book of Exodus were due to a dust storm. Indeed 

the phrase “darkness that can be felt” (Exodus 10:21) fits beautifully the darkness due to a 

dust storm, which can literally be felt, unlike normal darkness.” – The Miracles of Exodus 

– Humphreys (parenthesis and italics mine) 

 

The plague is linked to the others because the hail storm and the wind that came 

with the locusts probably brought a great amount of red dust from the surrounding 

areas which made the sandstorm which is normal for the particular time of year it 

occurred (March/Adar-Nissah (Abib/Aviv) particularly bad and dark. And also 

sandstorms tend to be very localized. This is the reason why this and all the other 

plagues never affected the Israelites; they were miles away in Goshen. 

 

Stretch out your hand towards heaven, that there shall be darkness over the land of Egypt 

(10:21) 

Why did G-d... bring darkness upon the Egyptians? Because there were transgressors in 

Israel who had Egyptian patrons and lived in affluence and honor, and were unwilling to 

leave. So G-d said: "If I bring upon them publicly a plague from which they will die, the 

Egyptians will say: 'Just as it has passed over us, so has it passed over them.'" Therefore 

He brought darkness upon the Egyptians for three days, so that the [Israelites] should bury 

their dead without their enemies seeing them. -- Midrash Rabbah 

 

A man saw not his fellow, neither rose any from his place for three days (10:23) 



There were seven days of darkness... during the first three, "a man saw not his fellow"; 

during the last three days, he who sat could not stand up, he who stood could not sit down, 

and he who was lying down could not raise himself upright. -- Midrash Rabbah 

 

There is no greater darkness than one in which "a man saw not his fellow" -- in which a 

person becomes oblivious to the needs of his fellow man. When that happens, a person 

becomes stymied in his personal development as well -- "neither rose any from his place."-- 

Chidushei HaRim 

 

Jasher 80:36-40 And God sent darkness upon Egypt, that the whole land of Egypt and 

Pathros became dark for three days, so that a man could not see his hand when he lifted it 

to his mouth. At that time died many of the people of Israel who had rebelled against the 

Lord and who would not hearken to Moses and Aaron, and believed not in them that God 

had sent them. And who had said, We will not go forth from Egypt lest we perish with 

hunger in a desolate wilderness, and who would not hearken to the voice of Moses. And the 

Lord plagued them in the three days of darkness, and the Israelites buried them in those 

days, without the Egyptians knowing of them or rejoicing over them. And the darkness was 

very great in Egypt for three days, and any person who was standing when the darkness 

came, remained standing in his place, and he that was sitting remained sitting, and he that 

was lying continued lying in the same state, and he that was walking remained sitting upon 

the ground in the same spot; and this thing happened to all the Egyptians, until the 

darkness had passed away. 

 

Now the Biggie! 

The Tenth Plague: Death of the First Born (Makat B’Chorot) 

This plague was the most devastating of all and was the straw that broke the 

camels back and caused Pharaoh to temporarily admit defeat and told the people to 

scram! 

This plague affected Pharaoh directly because His son, the heir to the throne died! 

The other plagues didn’t affect him directly per se.  

All the gods of Egypt’s were dealt a final death blow in one fowl swoop with this 

plague. No god could be called upon or had the power to change what had just 

happened.  



 

 Exodus 12:12 “For I will pass through the land of Egypt this night, and will smite all the 

firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and against all the gods of Egypt I will 

execute judgment: I am the LORD.” (KJV) 

 

Okay explain this one scientifically! Okay, but I’ll admit that this is just a theory 

and I am more inclined personally to think that this plague was totally 

supernatural. 

With all the animals sick or dead, and the food supply almost totally gone, there 

was a desperate attempt to salvage what they could. Humpreys says that they 

hastily gathered what pitiful grain was left and stored it. So the first layer in the 

granaries, because of conditions of the precious plagues, caused the grain to 

developed macrocylic tricothecenes which when consumed causes the massive 

internal bleeding leading to a quick, disgusting and painful death. And it was feed 

to the firstborn before anyone else because the first born of animals was to be 

sacrifices and the first born children were the heirs of the family and held to a god-

like status. By the time the first born ate the granaries were down to the previous 

layers of stored grain which were uncontaminated. 

Jasher even gives an explanation of why some Egyptian first born did not die. Here 

is a conversation between Moshe and his surrogate Egyptian mother: 

 

Jasher 80:43-59 And it came to pass in the middle of the night, that the Lord went forth in 

the midst of Egypt, and smote all the first born of the Egyptians, from the first born of man 

to the first born of beast. And Pharaoh rose up in the night, he and all his servants and all 

the Egyptians, and there was a great cry throughout Egypt in that night, for there was not 

a house in which there was not a corpse. Also the likenesses of the first born of Egypt, 

which were carved in the walls at their houses, were destroyed and fell to the ground. Even 

the bones of their first born who had died before this and whom they had buried in their 

houses, were raked up by the dogs of Egypt on that night and dragged before the Egyptians 

and cast before them. And all the Egyptians saw this evil which had suddenly come upon 

them, and all the Egyptians cried out with a loud voice. And all the families of Egypt wept 

upon that night, each man for his son and each man for his daughter, being the first born, 

and the tumult of Egypt was heard at a distance on that night. And Bathia the daughter of 

Pharaoh went forth with the king on that night to seek Moses and Aaron in their houses, 

and they found them in their houses, eating and drinking and rejoicing with all Israel. And 

Bathia said to Moses, Is this the reward for the good which I have done to thee, who have 



reared thee and stretched thee out, and thou hast brought this evil upon me and my 

father's house? And Moses said to her, Surely ten plagues did the Lord bring upon Egypt; 

did any evil accrue to thee from any of them? did one of them affect thee? and she said, No. 

And Moses said to her, Although thou art the first born to thy mother, thou shalt not die, 

and no evil shall reach thee in the midst of Egypt. And she said, What advantage is it to me, 

when I see the king, my brother, and all his household and subjects in this evil, whose first 

born perish with all the first born of Egypt? And Moses said to her, Surely thy brother and 

his household, and subjects, the families of Egypt, would not hearken to the words of the 

Lord, therefore did this evil come upon them. And Pharaoh king of Egypt approached 

Moses and Aaron, and some of the children of Israel who were with them in that place, and 

he prayed to them, saying, Rise up and take your brethren, all the children of Israel who 

are in the land, with their sheep and oxen, and all belonging to them, they shall leave 

nothing remaining, only pray for me to the Lord your God. And Moses said to Pharaoh, 

Behold though thou art thy mother's first born, yet fear not, for thou wilt not die, for the 

Lord has commanded that thou shalt live, in order to show thee his great might and strong 

stretched out arm. And Pharaoh ordered the children of Israel to be sent away, and all the 

Egyptians strengthened themselves to send them, for they said, We are all perishing And all 

the Egyptians sent the Israelites forth, with great riches, sheep and oxen and precious 

things, according to the oath of the Lord between him and our Father Abraham. 

 

Pay back, this time, it’s for real!  LITERALLY!  

 

Exodus 11: 2-3 “Speak now in the ears of the people, and let every man borrow of his 

neighbour, and every woman of her neighbour, jewels of silver and jewels of gold. And the 

LORD gave the people favour in the sight of the Egyptians. Moreover the man Moses was 

very great in the land of Egypt, in the sight of Pharaoh's servants, and in the sight of the 

people.” (KJV)  

 

Exodus 12:35-36 “And the children of Israel did according to the word of Moses; and they 

borrowed of the Egyptians jewels of silver, and jewels of gold, and raiment: And the LORD 

gave the people favour in the sight of the Egyptians, so that they lent unto them such things 

as they required. And they spoiled the Egyptians.” (KJV)  

 

This was back pay for all the years of hard manual slave labor. We see later that 

they use this Egyptian plunder in the desert for the Tabernacle and its furnishings. 

Here is a summary of all the plagues in chart form: 



 
 

Plague Warning Replication Respite Response God 

Attacked 
Water into 

Blood 
Pharaoh was 

warned and 

allowed to 

watch 

Yes The Egyptians 

managed to 

work around 

the problem 

Pharaohs heart 

was hardened 
Hapi (the God 

of the Nile) 

Frogs Pharaoh 

warned but was 

not with Moses 

when it 

happened 

Yes Pharaoh named 

the time the 

frogs would go 

Compromise 
but then 
Pharaoh 
hardened his 
heart 

Heqt 

(interestingly 

many frogs 

was usually 

viewed as a 

good thing) 
Lice No Warning No. The 

magicians saw 

the lice as an 

act of God 

We’re not told 

but presumably 
Pharaohs heart 

was hardened. 

He doesn’t 

even speak to 

Moses. 

Kheper (God 

of beetles and 

flies) 

Flies Pharaoh 

warned but not 

with Moses 

when it 

happened 

No. In fact 
they didn’t 
even try 

The flies were 

removed when 

Pharaoh 

promised to let 

the Israelites 

go 

Pharaoh 

hardened his 

heart 

Kheper 

Murrain Pharaoh 

warned and 

told when it 

would happen 

Again they 

didn’t try 
It was a one off 

action.. but the 

cattle stayed 

dead. 

The heart of 

Pharaoh was 

hardened. 

Apis (Sacred 

Bull) 

Boils Pharaoh not 

warned but was 

there when 

Moses did it 

Magicians 

could not even 

heal 

themselves 

We’re not told 

but one would 

imagine 

scarring would 

result 

The Lord 

hardened 

Pharaoh’s 

heart. 

Imhotep 

(physician 

God) & Thoth 

(Magic and 

healing) 
Hail Pharaoh and 

servants 
warned. 
Those that 
heeded the 
warning 
escaped. 

Didn’t try. No respite, 

crops 

destroyed 

although some 

crops left. 

Pharaoh admits 

sin but then 

sins more by 

hardening his 

heart 

Nut (Sky 
Goddess) 

Locusts Pharaoh 

warned and his 

servants almost 

cause him to 

give in 

Didn’t try Complete 

devastation, 

this years 

harvest gone. 

Pharaoh acts in 

haste and 

compromises. 

The Lord 

hardens 

Pharaohs heart. 

Seth (God of 

Crops) 

Dark No Warning Didn’t try Yes, three days 

only 
Pharaoh heart 

hardened by 

God. Tells 

Moses to ‘get 

out of sight’ 

Ra (Sun God) 

First Born Yes No No – firstborn 

dead 
Israelites let go Pharaoh 



 

 

Vial Title Result Notes Egyptian 

Equivalent 

1
st
 Vial Grievous Sore Pain Only on beast 

followers 
Plague 6 – The 

boils 

2
nd

 Vial Sea becomes 

blood 

All living things 

in sea die 

  

3
rd

 Vial Rivers become 

blood 

 Angel declares 

righteousness of 

God 

Plague 1 – Nile 

becoming blood 

4
th

 Vial Sun becomes 

hotter 

Men Scorch and 

blaspheme 

No repentance  

5
th

 Vial Darkness Men gnaw 

tongues in pain 

Only on the 

beast 

Plague 9 – 

Darkness 

6
th

 Vial Drying of 

Euphrates 

Armageddon   

7th Vial Massive 

Earthquake 

Pangaea 

Reformed 

Huge tectonic 

upheaval 

 

 

 

If you have time and the resources I would suggest you read I Enoch 88-89, it 

poetically and prophetically gives you the whole story of the Exodus. 

 

The Passover: 

 

Chapter 12 of Exodus goes into great detail concerning the Passover and the 

Exodus from Egypt, and you can experience this live every year if you hold or 

attend a Passover Seder. The whole subject of the Passover is too deep to delve 

into in this go around of the Torah Portion; I mainly wanted to focus on the 

plagues and the defeat of the Egyptian deities. 

 

However, I will say this: 

 

 Moshe delivered Israel from the physical bondage of Egypt, while Yeshua 

delivered Israel from the spiritual bondage of Egypt which is symbolic for 

sin. 

 The blood of the Passover lamb when applied to the door protected Israel 

from death, while the blood of Yeshua applied to the door of our hearts 

protects us from the result of sin which is death. Yeshua was and is our 

Passover lamb. 



 Easter is NOT the same as Passover. Easter is a pagan holiday whose origins 

are from Rome and Babylon. Easter deals with the many breasted fertility 

goddesses Ishtar represented by a rabbit, and this has nothing to do with 

Passover. Passover is on the Biblical lunar calendar and Easter is on the 

solar calendar so the two rarely falls on the same day. Easter has NOTHING 

to do with the death, burial and resurrection of Yeshua, and Passover has 

EVERYTHING to do with the death, burial and resurrection of Yeshua. 

 

Now this Passover was a slap in the face to the Egyptians, almost to the point of 

gloating. The lamb, it too had a deified status among the Egyptians and here the 

Israelites were slaying and roasting them. A modern day equivalent is if you were 

to go to India and slay a cow, roast it and eat it right in the middle of Calcutta!  

 

Israel left Egypt on the anniversary of their arrival. 

 

 
Exodus 12:41 “And it came to pass at the end of the four hundred and thirty years, even 

the selfsame day it came to pass, that all the hosts of the LORD went out from the land of 

Egypt.  51And it came to pass the selfsame day, that the LORD did bring the children of 

Israel out of the land of Egypt by their armies.” 

 

 

The Passover, the Exodus, the Torah is not just for Israel, it is for everyone 

because: 

 
Exodus 12:38And a mixed multitude went up also with them; and flocks, and herds, even 

very much cattle.  49 One law shall be to him that is homeborn, and unto the stranger that 

sojourneth among you.” (KJV) 

 

And I believe, and the Sages and Rabbi’s of blessed memory (peace be upon them) 

I have found back me up, that there was a representative from all the 70 Nations of 

the world in that mixed multitude, representing that the Passover, the Exodus and 

the Torah is for anyone who will receive, just like salvation through Yeshua the 

Messiah, it is not just for us Jews. 

 

This concludes our Torah Portion for this week. I pray you were edified and 

blessed by this study.  

 

Shabbat Shalom and Shavuah Tov! 

 

-- Rabbi Yehudah 



RaYBaSH’s Haftarah Hashings 

Parashah # 15: Bo “Come” 

Jeremiah 46:13-28 

By Rabbi Yehudah ben Shomeyr 

 

Summary: 

 

Egypt had oppressed many peoples and in turn has made many enemies. They 

were also a nation for hire to protect smaller countries as long as they were paid for 

their services, kind of like the protection and insurance the Mafia gives. G-d was 

going to use Babylon to scourge Egypt and to cut of Israel’s dependence upon 

them. 

 

Jeremiah 46:13-26 “The word that the LORD spake to Jeremiah the prophet, how 

Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon should come and smite the land of Egypt. Declare ye in 

Egypt, and publish in Migdol, and publish in Noph and in Tahpanhes: say ye, Stand fast, 

and prepare thee; for the sword shall devour round about thee. Why are thy valiant men 

swept away? they stood not, because the LORD did drive them. He made many to fall, yea, 

one fell upon another: and they said, Arise, and let us go again to our own people, and to 

the land of our nativity, from the oppressing sword. They did cry there, Pharaoh king of 

Egypt is but a noise; he hath passed the time appointed. As I live, saith the King, whose 

name is the LORD of hosts, Surely as Tabor is among the mountains, and as Carmel by the 

sea, so shall he come. O thou daughter dwelling in Egypt, furnish thyself to go into 

captivity: for Noph shall be waste and desolate without an inhabitant. Egypt is like a very 

fair heifer, but destruction cometh; it cometh out of the north. Also her hired men are in 

the midst of her like fatted bullocks; for they also are turned back, and are fled away 

together: they did not stand, because the day of their calamity was come upon them, and 

the time of their visitation. The voice thereof shall go like a serpent; for they shall march 

with an army, and come against her with axes, as hewers of wood. They shall cut down her 

forest, saith the LORD, though it cannot be searched; because they are more than the 

grasshoppers, and are innumerable. The daughter of Egypt shall be confounded; she shall 

be delivered into the hand of the people of the north. The LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, 

saith; Behold, I will punish the multitude of No, and Pharaoh, and Egypt, with their gods, 

and their kings; even Pharaoh, and all them that trust in him: And I will deliver them into 

the hand of those that seek their lives, and into the hand of Nebuchadrezzar king of 

Babylon, and into the hand of his servants: and afterward it shall be inhabited, as in the 

days of old, saith the LORD.” (KJV)  

 

 

Egypt at one time was very good to my people. It made Yosef viceroy over Egypt, 

it kept Ya’akov and the tribes from starving to death, it helped raise and educate a 



great leader of the Jewish people; Moshe, and Egypt even was a safe haven for the 

Messiah from King Herod when he was baby. Egypt on the other hand has been 

very bad as well, so bad that Egypt is idiomatic language in the Scriptures to 

represent sin. Egypt turned on and enslaved my people. They taught my people all 

about Idolatry and Paganism.  

 

Egypt was like a befriended wild animal; cute and cuddly, but it can turn on you at 

anytime.  

 

Egypt was kind of like an abusive big brother. He wouldn’t let anyone pick on 

Israel, but he was allowed in turn to pick on Israel all it wanted too. There is a time 

when the little brother needs to grow a spin and stand up for him self and fight his 

own fights and stop depending on the abusive big brother. And just like a big bully 

who beat up the big abusive brother, the bully showed that the big brother couldn’t 

protect him from everyone. This was the picture of Israel; when a neighboring 

country threatened him, he knew he could always call on and hire big brother 

Egypt to protect him. This was idolatry and faithlessness in G-d’s eyes. G-d 

wanted Israel to depend on Him, not Egypt, so big bully Babylon came on the 

scene and showed Egypt he wasn’t as tough as he thought he was and this gave 

Israel a wake up call. 

 

This ties in with our Torah Portion in that Babylon is seen as a plague to Egypt to 

pay him back for all he did to Israel, and to show Israel that they needed to trust G-

d for their protection and not another country. Israel had to trust G-d now just as 

they did during the Exodus from Egypt. 

 

Shabbat Shalom and Shavuah Tov! 

 

-- Rabbi Yehudah 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



RaYBaSH’s Brit Chadashah Connections 

Parashah #15: Bo “Come” 

Luke 2:22-24, John 19:31-37, Acts 13:16-17, Revelation 8:6-9:12 

By: Rabbi Yehudah ben Shomyer 

 

 

The Brit Chadasha Portion points to and reminds us that Yeshua the Messiah is our 

Passover and the one who has led us out of Sin and Bondage to the Pharaoh Ha 

Satan. And that one day He will bring the Pharaoh HA Satan down with plagues 

just as in Egypt. 

 

 

Luke 2:22-24 And when the days of her purification according to the law of Moses were 

accomplished, they brought him to Jerusalem, to present him to the Lord; (As it is written 

in the law of the LORD, Every male that openeth the womb shall be called holy to the 

Lord;) And to offer a sacrifice according to that which is said in the law of the Lord, A pair 

of turtledoves, or two young pigeons. (KJV) 

 

In the Torah portion, the Israelites were commanded to redeem every first born 

from the Passover onward forever, and Yeshua the Messiah was no exception to 

the rule, He too was redeemed as first born according to the Torah.  This offering 

was the second to minimal requirement for the redemption offering of a first born, 

which tells us that Yeshua came from a lower income family. 

 

John 19:31-37 The Jews therefore, because it was the preparation, that the bodies should 

not remain upon the cross on the sabbath day, (for that sabbath day was an high day,) 

besought Pilate that their legs might be broken, and that they might be taken away. Then 

came the soldiers, and brake the legs of the first, and of the other which was crucified with 

him. But when they came to Jesus, and saw that he was dead already, they brake not his 

legs: But one of the soldiers with a spear pierced his side, and forthwith came there out 

blood and water. And he that saw it bare record, and his record is true: and he knoweth 

that he saith true, that ye might believe. For these things were done, that the scripture 

should be fulfilled, A bone of him shall not be broken. And again another scripture saith, 

They shall look on him whom they pierced. (KJV) 

 



This passage shows us that Yeshua is the Passover lamb whose bones were not 

broken, just as was the requirement of the actual Passover lamb. 

 

Acts 13:16-17 Then Paul stood up, and beckoning with his hand said, Men of Israel, and ye 

that fear God, give audience. The God of this people of Israel chose our fathers, and exalted 

the people when they dwelt as strangers in the land of Egypt, and with an high arm 

brought he them out of it. (KJV) 

 

Rav Sha’ul reminds a congregation that YHWH brought us out of Egypt with a 

strong hand. 

 

 Rev. 8:6-13 And the seven angels which had the seven trumpets prepared themselves to 

sound. The first angel sounded, and there followed hail and fire mingled with blood, and 

they were cast upon the earth: and the third part of trees was burnt up, and all green grass 

was burnt up. And the second angel sounded, and as it were a great mountain burning with 

fire was cast into the sea: and the third part of the sea became blood; And the third part of 

the creatures which were in the sea, and had life, died; and the third part of the ships were 

destroyed. And the third angel sounded, and there fell a great star from heaven, burning as 

it were a lamp, and it fell upon the third part of the rivers, and upon the fountains of 

waters; And the name of the star is called Wormwood: and the third part of the waters 

became wormwood; and many men died of the waters, because they were made bitter. And 

the fourth angel sounded, and the third part of the sun was smitten, and the third part of 

the moon, and the third part of the stars; so as the third part of them was darkened, and 

the day shone not for a third part of it, and the night likewise. And I beheld, and heard an 

angel flying through the midst of heaven, saying with a loud voice, Woe, woe, woe, to the 

inhabiters of the earth by reason of the other voices of the trumpet of the three angels, 

which are yet to sound! 

 

Rev. 9:1-12 And the fifth angel sounded, and I saw a star fall from heaven unto the earth: 

and to him was given the key of the bottomless pit. And he opened the bottomless pit; and 

there arose a smoke out of the pit, as the smoke of a great furnace; and the sun and the air 

were darkened by reason of the smoke of the pit. And there came out of the smoke locusts 

upon the earth: and unto them was given power, as the scorpions of the earth have power. 

And it was commanded them that they should not hurt the grass of the earth, neither any 

green thing, neither any tree; but only those men which have not the seal of God in their 

foreheads. And to them it was given that they should not kill them, but that they should be 

tormented five months: and their torment was as the torment of a scorpion, when he 



striketh a man. And in those days shall men seek death, and shall not find it; and shall 

desire to die, and death shall flee from them. And the shapes of the locusts were like unto 

horses prepared unto battle; and on their heads were as it were crowns like gold, and their 

faces were as the faces of men. And they had hair as the hair of women, and their teeth 

were as the teeth of lions. And they had breastplates, as it were breastplates of iron; and 

the sound of their wings was as the sound of chariots of many horses running to battle. And 

they had tails like unto scorpions, and there were stings in their tails: and their power was 

to hurt men five months. And they had a king over them, which is the angel of the 

bottomless pit, whose name in the Hebrew tongue is Abaddon, but in the Greek tongue 

hath his name Apollyon. One woe is past; and, behold, there come two woes more 

hereafter. (KJV) 

 

This is uncannily similar to the plagues of Egypt. 

Locusts Exodus 10:13-15 

Egypt was happy about the locust, because they were hungry because the prior 

plagues took their vegetation and live stock.  

The Midrash describes the Locust of Exodus very similar to the way they are 

described here in Revelation. The Midrash describes the locust as: 

 Aggressive; attacked people, bored out their eyes. 

 Teeth as iron. 

 Horns of oxen 

 Claws like lions 

 Wings like eagles 

 Backs like snakes 

 Saliva was deadly poison 

 

Jer. 46:23 Yerimiyahu compares the Babylonian invasion of Egypt as locusts and 

that their massacre would be greater than that of the locusts.  

Locust for us, for the believer is a good thing; it always represents the downfall or 

retribution by G-d upon our enemies. But G-d also uses locusts to punish us when 

we stray, but he also promises that when we truly repent that He will “restore what 

the locust have eaten (Joel 1:4, 2:25).”  



Shabbat Shalom and Shavuah Tov!  

 -- Rabbi Yehudah 

 

 


