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Summary: 

 

Hold on tight! This is a long Parashah that is jam packed with information, so 

please bear with me, this commentary will be longer than most. 

 

The Children of Israel had just left Mitzrayim (Egypt). After G-D’s shock and awe 

campaign of the plagues, and after all the dust settles, Pharaoh sat hearing nothing 

but silence. He realizes this people who was growing so numerous, this people 

whom he feared would rise up and over through Mitzrayim, this people whose 

baby boys he drowned, this people who he forced to slave labor is gone, Egypt’s 

economy just collapsed! Only after they are gone does he decide to recant and 

chase after them to get them back. 

 

The Israelites find themselves trapped between Pharaoh’s army and the sea. 

YHWH tells Moshe to raise his staff over the water; The Sea split to allow the 

Israelites to pass through and then closes over the pursuing Egyptians. Moshe and 

the Children of Israel sing a song of praise and gratitude to G-d.  

 

They reach Marah (bitter waters) and G-d shows Moshe how to make the water 

sweet. Later YHWH through Moshe brings water from a rock when Moshe struck 

the rock with His staff.  

 

YHWH brought manna in the morning and quail in the evening, with a double 

portion Friday to last through the Sabbath. 

 

In Rephidim, the people are attacked by the Amalekites who are defeated by 

Moshe’s prayers and an army led by Yehoshuah (Joshua). 

 

 

DISCLAIMER: 

 

Concerning the Miracles dealt with in this and the following Parashot I would like 

to quote Colin J. Humphreys from his book “The Miracles of Exodus”: 

 



 
“Most ancient civilizations believed that god(s) controlled the forces of nature… Israel was 

different: the people had one God who, they believed, controlled all the forces of nature… 

The concept that for the ancient Israelites the miracles of God involved God displaying his 

power through control of natural events... like earthquakes occurring at the right time…. I 

have no doubt that the ancient Israelites would have approved of this approach. They 

would have seen a modern scientific explanation as being fully compatible with their 

concept of a miracle.” 

 

The Scriptures is not a scientific text book, however, when it describes an event, it 

lines up very well with science.  

Also, I am firm believer in miracles, and still believe G-d performs them today. 

But let me put it to you this way; If you have a headache, I don’t believe G-d will 

heal you of that headache if you have aspirin in you medicine cabinet. In other 

words I believe that G-d will use natural forces and things around Him to perform 

His will before He will use a flat out unexplainable move of His hand. Using 

nature is no less of a miracle than if G-d would speak and cause something to 

appear out of thin air. After all, can you get the forces of nature to obey your every 

command? Yet even all of this is not the true essence of the miracles. The real 

miracle that I want you to see and walk away with in this Parashah is the miracle of 

timing. Just like a good on the edge of your seat movie, YHWH comes to the 

rescue right at the last minute. 

As I have heard it said before, “G-d is never late, sometimes early, but always on 

time.” 

 

Commentary: 

 

In our last Torah Portion we’ve seen YHWH’s power in controlling the elements 

and in turn leveling Egypt through the plagues and the miracle of timing through 

theses events. This weeks study is now different, and is yet even more so a divine 

miracle of timing. 

Let us begin by tackling how many people came out of Egypt during the Exodus. 

We can get the numbers from the Scriptures, but with things getting lost in 

translation, the number has been contested by Scholars. We may be able to get a 

good Idea of how many Israelites left. However we must remember that a mixed 

multitude (Exd. 12:38) of Non-Israelites left too while the getting was good. They 

may have been slaves too, or merchants passing through and got stuck in Egypt 



when it all went down, or they may have been immigrants to Egypt. They may 

have been won over by the series of plagues upon the Egyptians; they would have 

been first hand witnesses to these events. 

 

Exodus 12:37 “And the children of Israel journeyed from Rameses to Succoth, about six 

hundred thousand on foot that were men, beside children.” (KJV) 

 

Jasher 81:1-2 “And the children of Israel journeyed from Rameses to Succoth, about six 

hundred thousand men on foot, besides the little ones and their wives. Also a mixed 

multitude went up with them, and flocks and herds, even much cattle.” 

 

This passage mentions 600,000 men only, - the total number of people, including 

women, children, and elderly men would have been 2 to 3 million. Not to mention 

the unknown number of the mixed multitude PLUS all their livestock! 

There is debate which counting and census method Moshe used, thus this would 

cause certain numbers to be translated differently, giving a greatly reduced figure. 

But that is really neither here nor there. 

No matter how many people came out precisely, the Bible indicates it was a 

substantial number - Pharaoh did not want to lose their labor. 

 

Exodus 13:17 “And it came to pass, when Pharaoh had let the people go, that God led them 

not through the way of the land of the Philistines, although that was near; for God said, 

Lest peradventure the people repent when they see war, and they return to Egypt:” (KJV) 

 

 

Why not the way of the Philistines? 

 

1. Escape one army just to run into another!?  How discouraging! 

2. Escape one society filled with paganism just to run into another!? How 

discouraging! 

3.  According to Midrash Rabba – 

 

 



“The tribe Ephraim had erred and departed from Egypt 30 years before the destined time, 

with the result that three hundred thousand of them were slain by the Philistines... and 

their bones lay in heaps on the road... G-d therefore said: If Israel behold the bones of the 

sons of Ephraim strewn in the road, they will return to Egypt...”  

 

 

They may think “we are totally unprepared for this, let’s just go back to Egypt it’s 

all we know and at least we have 3 hots and a cott!” 

 

Sound familiar? Many inmates I minister to in prison say in essence the same 

thing! 

 

 
 Exodus 13:18 “But God led the people about, through the way of the wilderness of the Red 

sea: and the children of Israel went up harnessed out of the land of Egypt.” (KJV) 

 

“This is comparable to a king who had a son to whom he wished to bequeath an 

inheritance, but he argued: "If I give it to him now that he is small, he will not know how to 

take care of it; I will therefore wait until my son studies the writings and comprehends the 

value [of the property], then I will bequeath it unto him." This is what G-d said: I shall 

first give them the Torah, and then bring them into the Land.” -- Midrash Rabbah 

 

“G-d said: If I bring Israel into the land now, each will immediately take possession of his 

field or vineyard, and they will neglect the Torah. Rather, I shall take them round the 

desert for forty years, so that they should eat manna and drink the water of [Miriam's 

miracle] well, and the Torah will be absorbed in their bodies. Thus Rabbi Shimon Bar 

Yochai would say: The Torah was given to be expounded only to the eaters of manna.” -- 

Mechilta 

 

V.18b “armed” Chamushim, comes from the Hebrew word for the number 5. 

These are the two possible interpretations: 

 

 

1. Chamushim means "armed"... Another interpretation: one in five (chamesh) among 

the children of Israel came out of Egypt; four-fifths died during the three days of 

darkness [because they did not want to leave Egypt]. – Rashi 

 



2. They had 5 x’s their number in converts who left with them (See Ex.12:38).  

 

 Exodus 12:38 “And a mixed multitude went up also with them; and flocks, and herds, even 

very much cattle.” (KJV) 

 

 Exodus 13:19 “And Moses took the bones of Joseph with him: for he had straitly sworn the 

children of Israel, saying, God will surely visit you; and ye shall carry up my bones away 

hence with you.” (KJV) 

 

Legends of the Bible says: 

 

"All this time in the desert Israel carried two shrines with them, the one the coffin 

containing the bones of the dead man Joseph, the other the Ark containing the covenant of 

the Living God. The wayfarers who saw the two receptacles wondered, and they would ask. 

"How does the ark of the dead come next to the ark of the Ever-living?" The answer was, 

"The dead man enshrined in the one fulfilled the commandments enshrined in the other." – 

Louis Ginzberg 

 

Moshe was smart, I believe the whole time he purposed this 3 day journey into the 

wilderness to worship YHWH and sacrifice and then return, that he never planned 

on coming back. Check this out, for a three day journey they would have to pack 

enough food and water for the 3 day journey there, one day to worship and 

sacrifice and 3 day supply of food and water for the return trip. That is 7 days 

worth of supplies, and interestingly enough it took 7 days to journey to the nearest 

place to replenish their supplies. I don’t think Moshe ever had intentions on 

returning if they ever got permission to go. Well, he didn’t need permission, he and 

all of Israel was in essence kicked out! 

See G-d expects us to use the wisdome He gave us and to make plans and 

preparations, and when we do, we see that G-d fills in the gaps. He gives the 

increase, He does what we can not, He makes preparations for the unseen and the 

unknowable. So here we go. 

First leg of the Journey: 



 

Exodus 13:20 “And they took their journey from Succoth, and encamped in Etham, in the 

edge of the wilderness.” 

 

Sukkot means, booths and implied dwelling, Etam means, with them. This is to tell 

us that YHWH was with them on this journey. And verse 21 backs up the hidden 

message in verse 20. 

 

 Exodus 13:21 “And the LORD went before them by day in a pillar of a cloud, to lead them 

the way; and by night in a pillar of fire, to give them light; to go by day and night:” (KJV) 

 

Now the traditional way great groups traveled back then, and even the Bedouins do 

this today, is to travel not in single file, but in a broad group spanning across the 

land. It has been estimated that this throng of people we call the Exodus was 12 

miles across and three miles deep! 

Now where were the Children of Israel heading? To Mount Sinai, AKA: Mount 

Horeb to receive the Torah. And when Moshe went up to receive the Law the 

Scriptures tell us that the mountain shook, the summit was covered in smoke and 

that there appeared to be fire on it. 

 

 Exodus 19:18 “And mount Sinai was altogether on a smoke, because the LORD descended 

upon it in fire: and the smoke thereof ascended as the smoke of a furnace, and the whole 

mount quaked greatly.” (KJV) 

 

Deut. 4:11 says that the mountain burned with fire. 

Again not to take away from the Holy Encounter, but this poetic language would 

appear to a scientist eye, to be the perfect description of an active volcano. And the 

pillar of cloud by day and fire by night would also lend credence to this idea. 

 



Exodus 13:20-22 “And they took their journey from Succoth, and encamped in Etham, in 

the edge of the wilderness. And the LORD went before them by day in a pillar of a cloud, to 

lead them the way; and by night in a pillar of fire, to give them light; to go by day and 

night: He took not away the pillar of the cloud by day, nor the pillar of fire by night, from 

before the people.” (KJV) 

 

It says that the pillar of cloud was before them. Now if they were making a beeline 

to Sinai this volcanic eruption would have billowed smoke miles into the air so it 

could bee seen from a great distance upon the horizon, and at night they wouldn’t 

be able to see the smoke but the fire spewing out of the mountain as a pillar at 

night. This would have acted like a fixed beacon leading them straight to the 

mountain. And this is true today of active volcanoes. During the day you see the 

smoke, and at night the plume of fire and molten lava shooting out. Listen to what 

Mark Twain said in 1872 when describing the eruption of Kilauea in Hawaii: 

 

“A colossal column of cloud towered to a great height in the air immediately above the 

crater… I thought it just possible that its like had not been seen since the children of Israel 

wandered in their long march through the desert so many centuries ago over a path 

illuminated by the mysterious “pillar of fire.” And I was sure that I now had a vivid 

concept of what majestic “pillar of fire” was like, which almost amounted to a revelation.” 

 

And yes there are active volcanoes in Arabia which is where Mount Sinai really is, 

and not the traditional Sinai Peninsula that many site today as being the real mount 

Sinai. Even Rav Sha’ul knew that Mt. Sinai is in Arabia! 

 

 Galatians 4:25 “For this Agar is mount Sinai in Arabia, and answereth to Jerusalem which 

now is, and is in bondage with her children.” (KJV) 

 

So which mountain is it?  Best I can tell from my research is that Mount Bedr 

matches best the Scriptural depiction of this mountain. 

 It is an active volcano. 



 It stands alone as the highest mountain and sticks out very prominently 

among the other mountains in the area. This fits the bill for them to make 

boundaries around the mountain in Exodus 19:20 

 Speaking of boundaries, the locals are afraid to touch this mountain, they too 

have set boundaries around this mountain. I am not one to believe in 

coincidences.  

 There is a huge flat table mountain called Tadra with Mt Bedr at one end to 

make an ideal place with plenty of room for all of Israel to congregate. 

 There is a mountain stream there where the Moshe could have scattered the 

dust of the crushed golden calf upon and made Israel to drink it (Deut. 9:21). 

 It’s fertile and lush and could support such a number of people and livestock 

for a whole year, which is about how long they encamped there.  

 There are caves called, “Morajer Abid Musa” (The caves of Moses) near by 

which the locals claim to be where Moshe’s servants stayed. 

 Still today there is a 12 stoned altar in which even the locals called the Beli 

still offer sacrifices upon today. And this fits the description of  

 

Scripture:  Exodus 24:4 “And Moses wrote all the words of the LORD, and rose up 

early in the morning, and builded an altar under the hill, and twelve pillars, according 

to the twelve tribes of Israel.” (KJV) 

 

Let’s continue on: 

 

Exodus 14:2 “Speak unto the children of Israel, that they turn and encamp before 

Pihahiroth, between Migdol and the sea, over against Baalzephon: before it shall ye 

encamp by the sea.” (KJV) 

 

Pi-Harchirot means, the mouth of kindled wrath. This is where the mouth of the sea 

was open for Israel and in kindled wrath to drown the Egyptians. 

 

Exodus 14:3 “For Pharaoh will say of the children of Israel, They are entangled in the land, 

the wilderness hath shut them in.” (KJV) 



 

YHWH made Israel look as though they were scared, lost, confused, ill prepared 

and backed into a corner. 

V.14, 18, 31 Are written to be an encouragement and to cause reverential fear of 

YHWH in Israel, and to be a witness to the Goyim (Gentiles/Nations). 

 

Exodus 14:5 “And it was told the king of Egypt that the people fled: and the heart of 

Pharaoh and of his servants was turned against the people, and they said, Why have we 

done this, that we have let Israel go from serving us?” 

 

Egypt’s stock market just crashed! I see a Great Depression up ahead for them! 

 

And G-d said to Moses: "Why do you cry out to Me? Speak to the children of Israel, that they 

go forward (14:15) 

“As they stood at the shore of the sea, the people of Israel split into four factions. 

One faction said: "Let us cast ourselves into the sea." A second faction said, "Let us return 

to Egypt." A third said, "Let us wage war against the Egyptians." A fourth said, "Let us 

cry out to G-d." 

Thus Moses said to the people: "Fear not; stand by and see the salvation of G-d, which He 

will show you today. For as you have seen Egypt this day, you shall not see them again any 

more for ever. G-d shall fight for you, and you shall be silent" (14:13-14). 

To those who said, "Let us cast ourselves into the sea," he said: "Fear not; stand by and see 

the salvation of G-d." To those who said, "Let us return to Egypt," he said: "As you have 

seen Egypt this day, you shall not see them again any more for ever." To those who said, 

"Let us wage war against them," he said: "G-d shall fight for you." And to those who said, 

"Let us cry out to G-d," he said: "And you shall be silent."” – Mechilta 

 

V.19 Talks about the “Angel of G-d” we know this to be Yeshua the Messiah in 

pre-incarnate form. So just as John 1 states that the Word (Yeshua) became flesh 



and “sukkot” dwelt among us, so here he in essence camped with Israel on their 

Journey in the Wilderness.  

 

 Exodus 14:20-22 “And it came between the camp of the Egyptians and the camp of Israel; 

and it was a cloud and darkness to them, but it gave light by night to these: so that the one 

came not near the other all the night. And Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and 

the LORD caused the sea to go back by a strong east wind all that night, and made the sea 

dry land, and the waters were divided. And the children of Israel went into the midst of the 

sea upon the dry ground: and the waters were a wall unto them on their right hand, and on 

their left.” 

 

I see this as kind of a flood light effect. If I were to have a flood light and shine it 

at you with a person in front of you standing in front of the flood light, you would 

not see them, but only a silhouette, which is nothing more than a dark figure, but 

the person in front of you could see you just fine by this flood light. This is how I 

see the cloud being light to Israel and darkness to the Egyptians. 

 

“The column, which traveled before the Israelite camp as a pillar of cloud by day and of 

fire by night, moved to interject between the two camps and protect the Israelites from the 

Egyptians. It now was a "cloud and darkness" for the Egyptians while "illuminating the 

night" for the Israelites.”-- Rashi 

 

“According to the natural order of the world, can a person who lights a candle say, "So-

and-so, who is my friend, may use the light, while so-and-so, who is my enemy, may not"? 

But G-d is not so confined... His cloud produced light for Israel and darkness for Egypt.” -- 

Midrash Tehillim 

 

And the children of Israel went into the midst of the sea on the dry ground (14:22) 

Each tribe was unwilling to be the first to enter the sea. Then sprang forward Nachshon the 

son of Aminadav and descended first into the sea [and they all followed him]... 

Why does it say, "And the children of Israel went into the midst of the sea on the dry 

ground"? If they went into the sea, then why does it say "on the dry ground"; and if they 

went on the dry ground, then why does it say that they went "into the midst of the sea"? 



This is to teach that the sea was divided only after Israel had stepped into it and the waters 

had reached their noses -- only then did it become dry land. 

The daughters of Israel passed through the sea holding their children with their hand; and 

when these cried, they would stretch out their hands and pluck an apple or a pomegranate 

from the sea and give it to them. -- Talmud, Sotah 37a; Midrash Rabbah 

 

 Exodus 14:25 “And took off their chariot wheels, that they drave them heavily: so that the 

Egyptians said, Let us flee from the face of Israel; for the LORD fighteth for them against 

the Egyptians.” (KJV) 

 

But How!? The Scriptures said that the Israelites crossed on dry ground, so why 

wouldn’t it be just as dry for the Egyptians? I see it like this, and this is just my 

own personal theory. Okay, what did the Israelites take with them to sacrifice? All 

of their animals, and they would have most likely have been traveling behind 

Israel. And what to that massive amount of animals do a lot of? Pardon my French, 

but they POOP! So I speculate that when the Egyptians came into the sea after 

them and their wheels fell off, it was cause by their wheels getting clogged up with 

poop mingled with sand which in turn acted like sandpaper and it weakened their 

wheels to the point to where they fell off! Crazy I know, but it could happen. You 

know what they say, “Truth is stranger than fiction.”  

 

 Exodus 14:28 “And the waters returned, and covered the chariots, and the horsemen, and 

all the host of Pharaoh that came into the sea after them; there remained not so much as 

one of them.” (KJV) 

 

This Pharaoh was most likely Rameses the II. 

The location of the Red Sea, its name and location have been hotly contested. This 

is what my studies have revealed.  

The name “Red Sea” can also mean “Reed Sea” and both in fact fit the Scriptural 

description of the location of the crossing. The Sea which is really the Gulf of 

Aqaba has Reeds growing near it because reeds usually grow in fresh water but can 

grow in semi-salty water such as is in Aqaba, and it has corral growth when seen 



from a distance at low tides causes the illusion of  red patches to appear on the 

surface of the water. Also when the sun is right it reflects the surrounding red 

granite and sandstone mountains upon the waters and it gives it a red sheen on the 

surface. 

Even today there is archeological evidence of this being the correct location of the 

crossing of the Red Sea. 

 

 “Pharaoh's  Drowned Army      

Confirmation of the actual Exodus route has come from divers finding coral-encrusted 

bones and chariot remains in the Gulf of  Aqaba  

 

ONE of  the most dramatic records of Divine intervention in history is the  account of the 

Hebrews' exodus from Egypt .   

 

The  subsequent drowning of the entire Egyptian army in the Red Sea was  not an 

insignificant event, and confirmation of this event is  compelling evidence that the Biblical 

narrative is truly authentic.  Over the years, many divers have searched the Gulf of Sue z 

in vain  for artifacts to verify the Biblical account. But carefully following the Biblical and 

historical records of the Exodus brings  you to Nuweiba, a large beach in the Gulf of Aqaba 

, as Ron Wyatt  discovered in 1978.   

 

Repeated  dives in depths ranging from 60 to 200 feet deep (18m to 60m), over  a stretch of 

almost 2.5 km, has shown that the chariot parts are  scattered across the sea bed. Artifacts 

found include wheels,  chariot bodies as well as human and horse bones. Divers have 

located  wreckage on the Saudi coastline opposite Nuweiba as well.    

 

Since  1987, Ron Wyatt found three 4-spoke gilded chariot wheels. Coral  does not grow on 

gold, hence the shape has remained very distinct,  although the wood inside the gold veneer 

has disintegrated making  them too fragile to move.  

 

The hope for future expeditions is to explore the deeper waters with remote cameras or 

mini-subs.  

1. Coral-encrusted chariot  wheel, filmed off the Saudi coastline, matches chariot 

wheels found  in Tutankhamen's tomb  

2. Mineralized Bone - One of many found at the crossing site. This one Tested by the 

Dept. of Osteology at Stockholm University, was found to be a human femur, from 

the right leg of a 165-170cm tall man. It is essentially 'fossilized' i.e. replaced by 

minerals and coral, hence cannot be dated by radiocarbon methods, although this 

specimen was obviously from antiquity.  



3. Chariot wheel and axle covered with coral and up-ended. Exodus 14:25 "And took 

off their chariot wheels, that they drave them heavily:....."    

 

Solomon’s memorial pillars    

 

WHEN Ron Wyatt first visited Nuweiba in 1978, he found a Phoenician style column lying 

in the water. Unfortunately the inscriptions had been eroded away, hence the column's 

importance was not understood until 1984, when a second granite column was found on the 

Saudi coastline opposite -- identical to the first, except on this one the inscription was still 

intact.   

 

In  Phoenician letters (Archaic Hebrew), it contained the words: Mizraim  (Egypt); 

Solomon; Edom; death; Pharaoh; Moses; and Yahweh,  indicating that King Solomon had 

set up these columns as a memorial  to the miracle of the crossing of the sea. Saudi Arabia 

does not admit tourists, and perhaps fearing unauthorized visitors, the Saudi Authorities 

have since removed this column, and replaced it with a  flag marker where it once stood.   

 

    

 How deep is the water?  

 

THE Gulf of Aqaba is very deep, in places over a mile (1,600m) deep. Even with the sea 

dried up, walking across would be difficult due to the steep grade down the sides. But there 

is one spot where if the water were removed, it would be an easy descent for people and 

animals.  This is the line between Nuweiba and the opposite shore in Saudi  Arabia .   

 

Depth-sounding expeditions have revealed a smooth, gentle slope descending from Nuweiba 

out into the Gulf. This shows up almost like a pathway on depth-recording equipment, 

confirming its Biblical description “...a way in the sea, and a path in the mighty waters." 

(Isaiah  43:16). 

 

The Bible writers frequently refer to the miracle of the Red Sea crossing, for it was an 

event which finds no equal in history.   The Hebrew prophets describe the sea at the 

crossing site as "...the waters of the great deep ...the depths of the sea..." (Isaiah 51:10). 

Knowing the exact spot to which the Bible writers were referring, what is the depth there? 

The distance between Nuweiba and where artifacts have been found on Saudi coast is 

about 18km (11 miles). 

 

Along this line the deepest point is about 800m (2,600 feet). No wonder that inspired 

writers of the Bible described it as the mighty waters. And no wonder that not a single 

Egyptian survived when the water collapsed in upon them.” – E-mail from a friend: Source 

unknown  

 

Jasher 81:37-39 And Moses did so, and he lifted up his rod upon the sea and divided it. 

And the waters of the sea were divided into twelve parts, and the children of Israel passed 



through on foot, with shoes, as a man would pass through a prepared road. And the Lord 

manifested to the children of Israel his wonders in Egypt and in the sea by the hand of 

Moses and Aaron.  

Please see: http://www.wyattmuseum.com/ -- http://www.ronwyatt.com/  

 

Most of is envision one giant path! Here Jasher says there was a lane for each 

tribe! 

If the waters did part into 12 lanes for the 12 tribes, now that is a miracle! 

The miracle of the parting of the Red Sea is kind of obvious to me. YHWH used 

the natural mechanism of storm force, possibly hurricane force winds (which is 

common for that area) to blow back the water, which is entirely possible if where 

they crossed was an underwater land bridge/ridge of sorts, causing the wind to 

appear to wall up the water to approximately 4 feet on either side. Such a steady 

wind blew to make this happen that the Hebrew uses such language as to imply the 

water walled up and congealed! 

 

Could G-d have cut it any more close!? Again we see the miracle of timing! 

 

 “In that hour, the ministering angels wished to sing songs of praise before G-d, but He 

rebuked them, saying: "My handiwork is drowning in the sea, and you wish to sing before 

me?!” -- Talmud, Sanhedrin 39b 

 

Because Proverbs says: 

 

Proverbs 4:17-18 “Rejoice not when thine enemy falleth, and let not thine heart be glad 

when he stumbleth: Lest the LORD see it, and it displease him, and he turn away his wrath 

from him.” (KJV) 

 

Chapter 15:1-21 is the lyrics to the song of praise that they song, played 

tambourines and danced to when they say Egypt’s defeat and that they were safe 

on the other side, ever rid of their cruel taskmasters. 

 



The reason Israel was permitted to rejoice because they were already dead, and not 

still in the process of drowning, and they seen this not as, “Ha! You got yours!” but 

they seen this as G-d divinely delivering them just as He promised through Moshe.  

 

Exodus 15:22-27 records for us the event at the waters of Marah. Marah means 

bitterness AND rebellion. Verse 24 says that they murmured and that is a la shone 

hara (evil tongue) which is a form of rebellion. 

 

 

And they could not drink of the waters of Marah, because they were bitter (15:23) 

Because they -- the Children of Israel -- were bitter, everything they tasted was bitter to 

them. -- Chassidic saying 

 

 Exodus 15:25 “And he cried unto the LORD; and the LORD shewed him a tree, which 

when he had cast into the waters, the waters were made sweet: there he made for them a 

statute and an ordinance, and there he proved them,” (KJV) 

 

 

Just as with the Native American Indians, G-d showed Moshe what plants cured 

and treated what ailment. Remember in Genesis He said that he “gave every green 

herb for meat”? 

 

Marah in Hebrew means bitter. The Arabic word for salty is Malih and Milh. In the 

ancient world “bitter water” referred to salty or brackish water, which would make 

since seeing as how close they were to salty water. Normally, according to some 

scholars the water at Marah was usually sweet, meaning fresh, but they were 

possibly made bitter/salty by salty mineral run off from near by cliffs. Now there is 

wood that acts as a natural water purifier, however none that I know of grow in this 

region. But it is well known to desert folk that if one burns acacia wood to the 

point that it turns into natural charcoal that it will purify water. So most likely this 

is the wood Moshe threw into the water to make it sweet.  

 

A Jewish Legend says it was a laurel tree that Moshe wrote the Name of YHWH 

upon it and threw it into the water and it miraculously made it sweet, and it was a 

miracle because the laurel tree itself is a bitter tree. However the acacia tree is 

considered a sweet tree. 

 

Chapter 16 we see the giving of the manna and the quail. 



 

Many of you may have already seen documentaries on manna. It is well known 

that several species of desert trees, particularly the Tamarisk and Ashe tree when 

cut or bitten by an insect produce a flaky, honey sweet sap the white color of the 

coriander seed, just as described in the Biblical passages, and they do fall to the 

grown. It is also possible that seeing as they being flaky could travel short 

distances with the wind, and in the morning it would sparkle right along with the 

dew and be almost undesirable for the dew until it evaporated and only left the 

manna behind. Left out in the open it naturally would spoil, but kept in a jar it 

would not be exposed to the elements and would because of the sugar naturally 

preserve as candy in a glass jar that only guest eat when they come over. 

 

As far as the quail, Israel would have been in the Desert of Sin around the time of 

the annual migration of quail (April) from Africa to Arabia. As the quail landed to 

rest, they would have been exhausted and it would have been easy for the Israelites 

to catch. Bedouins were known for catching quail with their bare hands.  

 

Once again the true miracle is one of timing!  

 

The non spoilage of the manna during the Sabbath was not only to provide and 

sustain Israel, but it was to test their obedience and faith in G-d. And the keeping 

of the manna during this time was a true miracle, because it spoiled all the other 

days of the week if kept till morning. 

 

Exodus 17:1-16 

 

We see Israel is camped in Rephidim which means, “spread them” a contraction of 

Raphot Yadim meaning “weakness of the hands. This is a Hebrew idiom for fear. 

Kind of like when we say, “Weak in the knees” The hand in Hebraic thought 

means ability, authority and power. So we can put it all together like this; “When 

your hands are weak, spread them.” When do we see people spreading their hands 

in Scripture, what are they usually doing? Praying and or Praising. And in our day 

and time what does spreading the hands mean? Surrender. So when we are weak 

we must surrender ourselves and our situation to G-d and spread our hands out in 

prayer and praise for the anticipated answer that is coming. 

 

There are two stories about Rephidim, and each involves weak and spreading 

hands. 

 

 



1. Exodus 17:3 “And the people thirsted there for water; and the people murmured 

against Moses, and said, Wherefore is this that thou hast brought us up out of 

Egypt, to kill us and our children and our cattle with thirst?” 

 

 

Israel was WEAK with fear for their lives, and Moshe SPREAD his HANDS 

and struck the rock and water flowed.  

 

This most likely was a porous volcanic rock that allowed water to flow through 

it from an underground spring. Or it could have been sandstone or limestone 

rock which is light enough to allow water to pass through it, and the rock would 

act as a purifier and so the water would be supper clean. 

  

 
“The striking of the Rock at Rephidim by Moses and the gushing forth of water sounds 

like a veritable miracle, but the writer [Major Jarvis] has seen it happen. Some of the 

Sinai Camel Corps had halted in a wadi and were digging in the loose gravel 

accumulated at one of the rocky sides to obtain water that was slowly trickling through 

limestone rock… One of the men began to dig with great vigor… One of his lusty blows 

hit the rock… out of the porous rock came a great gush of clear water.” – Yesterday 

and Today in Sinai – Major C.S. Jarvis 

 

 

2. The battle with Amalek. The problem was that Moshe’s hands were 

physically WEAK and the solution was Aharon and Hur helped SPREAD 

his HANDS so they could win the war. 

 

“Did then the hands of Moses wage war or break war? Not so; but so long as Israel looked 

upwards and subjected their hearts to their Father in Heaven, they prevailed; and when 

they did not, they fell.” -- Talmud, Rosh Hashanah 29a 

 

 Exodus 16:1 “And they took their journey from Elim, and all the congregation of the 

children of Israel came unto the wilderness of Sin, which is between Elim and Sinai, on the 

fifteenth day of the second month after their departing out of the land of Egypt.” (KJV) 

 

 

Let’s talk about this Amelek. Who were they and why did they attack? 

 



What is the incident (of Amalek) comparable to? To a boiling tub of water which no 

creature was able to enter. Along came one evil-doer and jumped into it. Although he was 

burned, he cooled it for the others. 

So, too, when Israel came out of Egypt, and G-d rent the sea before them and drowned the 

Egyptians within it, the fear of them fell upon all the nations. But when Amalek came and 

challenged them, although he received his due from them, he cooled the awe of them for the 

nations of the world. -- Midrash Tanchuma 

 

First of all they were related to Esav (Jasher 81:52), and Esav and the descendants 

of Ya’akov (Jacob/Israel) were always at odds and enemies, and secondly Israel 

reached the Desert of Sin just one month prior to the 15
th
 of the third month, the 

time of the full moon: 

 

 
 Exodus 19:1 “In the third month, when the children of Israel were gone forth out of the 

land of Egypt, the same day came they into the wilderness of Sinai.” (KJV) 

 

 

Israel coincidentally was to assemble around the mountain on the same day that 

was dedicated to the moon-god whom Amelek worshipped. One reason they 

attacked was because they knew that Israel was headed to take over their sacred 

mountain. We must remember the mountain was holy before Moshe got there to 

view the burning bush. G-d told Moshe to take off his sandals because he was on 

Holy ground. So mount Horeb/Sinai/Bedr was a holy mountain even before Moshe 

came on the seen. And this is the mountain YHWH chose to give the Torah to 

Israel. 

 

YHWH allowed Israel to take over this mountain to defeat the moon god of the 

desert peoples like He defeated the gods of Egypt. HE took over on the day the 

worshipped the moon god to show that He, YHWH created and controlled the 

moon, and was Lord over all creation! 

 

Hold on, I have to catch my breath. Boy what a ride! Wow! This week we have 

seen the miracle of timing and the geographical, literary and scientific accuracy of 

the Scriptures. 

 

Until next week Shabbat Shalom and Shavuah Tov! 

-- Rabbi Yehudah 
 



RaYBaSH’s Haftarah Hashings 

Parashah # 16: Beshalach “When he sent”  

Judges 4:4-5:31 

By: Rabbi Yehudah ben Shomeyr 

 
 

Both Portions have in common Chariots and songs. In the Torah Portion YHWH 

intervenes in the pursuit and supernaturally stops and or makes ineffective the 

Chariots of Pharaoh, and he does the same concerning Sisra. 

 

Instead of a sea being split and the enemy drown, a temple of the head was split 

and Sisra’s army scattered after the victory over the Kena’anim a victory song was 

composed similar to the one composed at the Red sea after Pharaoh and his army 

were drown. 

 

Shabbat Shalom and Shavuah Tov! 

 

-- Rabbi Yehudah 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



RaYBaSH’s Brit Chadashah Connections 

Parashah # 16: Beshalach “When he sent” 

Luke 2:22-24, John 6:25-35; 19:31-37, I Cor. 10:1-13, II Cor. 8:1-15, Rev. 15:1-4   

By: Rabbi Yehudah ben Shomeyr  

 
 

The passages we will cover today deals with Yeshua fulfilling prophecy and 

qualifies Himself as Moshiach. 

 

 Luke 2:22-24 “And when the days of her purification according to the law of Moses were 

accomplished, they brought him to Jerusalem, to present him to the Lord; (As it is written 

in the law of the LORD, Every male that openeth the womb shall be called holy to the 

Lord;) And to offer a sacrifice according to that which is said in the law of the Lord, A pair 

of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” (KJV) 

 

This shows us Yeshua’s parents fulfilling the commandment concerning the 

redemption of the firstborn. And by their offering we see that they were a poor 

family financially speaking. 

 

 John 6:25-35 “And when they had found him on the other side of the sea, they said unto 

him, Rabbi, when camest thou hither? Jesus answered them and said, Verily, verily, I say 

unto you, Ye seek me, not because ye saw the miracles, but because ye did eat of the loaves, 

and were filled. Labour not for the meat which perisheth, but for that meat which endureth 

unto everlasting life, which the Son of man shall give unto you: for him hath God the 

Father sealed. Then said they unto him, What shall we do, that we might work the works of 

God? Jesus answered and said unto them, This is the work of God, that ye believe on him 

whom he hath sent. They said therefore unto him, What sign shewest thou then, that we 

may see, and believe thee? what dost thou work? Our fathers did eat manna in the desert; 

as it is written, He gave them bread from heaven to eat. Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, 

verily, I say unto you, Moses gave you not that bread from heaven; but my Father giveth 

you the true bread from heaven. For the bread of God is he which cometh down from 

heaven, and giveth life unto the world. Then said they unto him, Lord, evermore give us 

this bread. And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall 

never hunger; and he that believeth on me shall never thirst.” (KJV) 

 

Yeshua is comparing Himself and His teachings with the manna provided for the 

Children of Israel in time of the Exodus. 



 

 John 19:31-37 “The Jews therefore, because it was the preparation, that the bodies should 

not remain upon the cross on the sabbath day, (for that sabbath day was an high day,) 

besought Pilate that their legs might be broken, and that they might be taken away. Then 

came the soldiers, and brake the legs of the first, and of the other which was crucified with 

him. But when they came to Jesus, and saw that he was dead already, they brake not his 

legs: But one of the soldiers with a spear pierced his side, and forthwith came there out 

blood and water. And he that saw it bare record, and his record is true: and he knoweth 

that he saith true, that ye might believe. For these things were done, that the scripture 

should be fulfilled, A bone of him shall not be broken. And again another scripture saith, 

They shall look on him whom they pierced.” (KJV) 

 

Yeshua as the Passover Lamb fulfilling the requirement that a bone of not be 

broken. 

 

I Cor.10:1-4 “Moreover, brethren, I would not that ye should be ignorant, how that all our 

fathers were under the cloud, and all passed through the sea; And were all baptized unto 

Moses in the cloud and in the sea; And did all eat the same spiritual meat; And did all 

drink the same spiritual drink: for they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them: 

and that Rock was Christ.” (KJV) 

 

Rav Sha’ul sums up our current Torah Portion.  

The crossing of the Red Sea is seen as a type of Mikvah (Baptism).  

Water from the Rock represents Yeshua the Messiah.    

YHWH will give us the power to endure, go through and over come trials and 

temptations. 

 

 II Cor. 8:1-15 “Moreover, brethren, we do you to wit of the grace of God bestowed on the 

churches of Macedonia; How that in a great trial of affliction the abundance of their joy 

and their deep poverty abounded unto the riches of their liberality. For to their power, I 

bear record, yea, and beyond their power they were willing of themselves; Praying us with 

much intreaty that we would receive the gift, and take upon us the fellowship of the 

ministering to the saints. And this they did, not as we hoped, but first gave their own selves 



to the Lord, and unto us by the will of God. Insomuch that we desired Titus, that as he had 

begun, so he would also finish in you the same grace also. Therefore, as ye abound in every 

thing, in faith, and utterance, and knowledge, and in all diligence, and in your love to us, 

see that ye abound in this grace also. I speak not by commandment, but by occasion of the 

forwardness of others, and to prove the sincerity of your love. For ye know the grace of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, that ye 

through his poverty might be rich. And herein I give my advice: for this is expedient for 

you, who have begun before, not only to do, but also to be forward a year ago. Now 

therefore perform the doing of it; that as there was a readiness to will, so there may be a 

performance also out of that which ye have. For if there be first a willing mind, it is 

accepted according to that a man hath, and not according to that he hath not. For I mean 

not that other men be eased, and ye burdened: But by an equality, that now at this time 

your abundance may be a supply for their want, that their abundance also may be a supply 

for your want: that there may be equality: As it is written, He that had gathered much had 

nothing over; and he that had gathered little had no lack.” (KJV) 

 

Rav Sha’ul relates giving of Tzedakah (Charity/Offerings) to the ministry and the 

community; money, time, and service to the manna and if everyone does their part 

it will all even out according to the needs and it is written: 

 

II Cor. 8:15 “As it is written, He that had gathered much had nothing over; and he that 

had gathered little had no lack.” (KJV) 

 

Exodus 16:18 “And when they did mete it with an omer, he that gathered much had 

nothing over, and he that gathered little had no lack; they gathered every man according to 

his eating.” (KJV) 

 

 Rev. 15:1-4 “And I saw another sign in heaven, great and marvellous, seven angels having 

the seven last plagues; for in them is filled up the wrath of God. And I saw as it were a sea 

of glass mingled with fire: and them that had gotten the victory over the beast, and over his 

image, and over his mark, and over the number of his name, stand on the sea of glass, 

having the harps of God. And they sing the song of Moses the servant of God, and the song 

of the Lamb, saying, Great and marvellous are thy works, Lord God Almighty; just and 

true are thy ways, thou King of saints. Who shall not fear thee, O Lord, and glorify thy 

name? for thou only art holy: for all nations shall come and worship before thee; for thy 

judgments are made manifest.” (KJV) 

 



Song of Moshe in Deuteronomy 32 will be sung again in the future. Exodus 15 was 

the song of Miriam.  

Shabbat Shalom and Shavuah Tov!                                  

-- Rabbi Yehudah 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


