
RaYBaSH’s Torah Thought’s 

Parashah # 22: Vayakhel “He Assembled”  

Shemot / Exodus 35:1-38:20  

By: Rabbi Yehudah ben Shomeyr 

 

 

Summary: 

 
From Chabad.org’s “The Parashah in a Nutshell” 

“Moses assembles the people of Israel and reiterates to them the commandment to observe 

the Shabbat. He then conveys G-d's instructions regarding the making of the Mishkan 

(Tabernacle). 

 

People donate various commanded necessary materials to the construction of the 

Mishkan, so much so Moshe had to tell them to stop giving! Wish we had that 

problem in out synagogues today! 

 

Commentary: 

 

Exodus 35:2 “Six days shall work be done, but on the seventh day there shall be to you an 

holy day, a sabbath of rest to the LORD: whosoever doeth work therein shall be put to 

death.” (KJV) 

 

You get out of Shabbat what you put into it. If you sit on your tuchas for 24 hours 

all you’ll get is a sore tuchas and an idle mind. This is prime real-estate for 

HaSatan to set up his work shop. 

But if you put all Physical striving and Labor on hold, Take a vacation from the 

Problems of the work week. Take Joy, Delight and Fellowship with YHWH and 

your Mishpocha at the Synagogue. Put all your energies, all your being into 

praising, praying and worshipping YHWH. Throw yourself into gleaning all you 

can from the Torah Portion you will be rested and revitalized, physically, mentally 

and spiritually. 



Because we are not living in a nation that has a Torah Observant Government, we 

don’t take anyone out and stone them for breaking the Sabbath. No one dies 

physically anymore for breaking Shabbat, but I guarantee you die mentally and 

spiritually which weakens you physically. 

 

Exodus 35:4-9 “And Moses spake unto all the congregation of the children of Israel, saying, 

This is the thing which the LORD commanded, saying, Take ye from among you an 

offering unto the LORD: whosoever is of a willing heart, let him bring it, an offering of the 

LORD; gold, and silver, and brass, And blue, and purple, and scarlet, and fine linen, and 

goats' hair, And rams' skins dyed red, and badgers' skins, and shittim wood, And oil for 

the light, and spices for anointing oil, and for the sweet incense, And onyx stones, and 

stones to be set for the ephod, and for the breastplate.” (KJV) 

Exodus 36:3-7 “And they received of Moses all the offering, which the children of Israel 

had brought for the work of the service of the sanctuary, to make it withal. And they 

brought yet unto him free offerings every morning. And all the wise men, that wrought all 

the work of the sanctuary, came every man from his work which they made; And they 

spake unto Moses, saying, The people bring much more than enough for the service of the 

work, which the LORD commanded to make. And Moses gave commandment, and they 

caused it to be proclaimed throughout the camp, saying, Let neither man nor woman make 

any more work for the offering of the sanctuary. So the people were restrained from 

bringing. For the stuff they had was sufficient for all the work to make it, and too much.” 

(KJV) 

 

 They gave of their personal wealth and belongings (Ex. 35:22-29). 

 The women gave their copper mirrors (Ex. 35:24). 

 They gave of their personal flocks and herds (Ex. 35:26). 

 They gave of their time and talent (Ex. 35:25-26; 36:1-2). 

 They gave till it hurt, they gave as a sacrifice yet they kept giving and did it 

with joy (Ex. 36:3-7)! 

Here are some verses we read at my Synagogue when we give our monetary 

offerings. 

 

“Return to me, and I will return to you, says the L-RD (YHWH) of hosts.  But you have 

said, With what shall we return?  Will a man rob G-D?  Yet you have robbed me.  But you 

say, In what have we robbed thee?  In tithes and offerings.  You are cursed with a curse: 



for you have robbed me, this whole nation.  Bring all the tithes into the storehouse, so that 

there may be food in my house, and put me to the test with that, says the L-RD (YHWH) 

of hosts, if I will not open for you the windows of heaven, and pour out for you blessing 

immeasurable.  And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and he shall not destroy the 

fruits of your ground; nor shall your vine cast her fruit before the time in the field, says the 

L-RD (YHWH) of hosts.  And all nations shall call you blessed.” 

 

“Then Yeshua sat down opposite the Temple treasury and watched the crowd as they put 

money into the offering-boxes.  Many rich people put in large sums, but a poor widow came 

and put in two small coins.  He called His talmidim to Him and said to them, ‘Yes!  I tell 

you, this poor widow has put more in the offering-box than all the others making 

donations.  For all of them, out of their wealth, have contributed money they can easily 

spare; but she, out of her poverty, has given everything she had to live on.’” 

“Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows 

generously will also reap generously.  Each man should give what he has decided in his 

heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for G-d loves a cheerful giver.  And G-d 

is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you 

need, you will abound in every good work.  As it is written: ‘He has scattered abroad His 

gifts to the poor;” 

 

 Just imagine B’ney Israel looking at the Mishkan (Tabernacle) seeing the skins, 

the wool, and linen, the precious metals and maybe even recognize things that 

came from them as individuals. They were able to say that the Mishkan was truly 

theirs; apart of them was literally built into it! 

When one sees their own Synagogue one can say, “I see my blood, sweat, tears, 

prayers and monetary sacrifice in every inch of the Synagogue.”  

It was all FREEWILL offerings. 

We have so much as a society; most of us truly do not know the meaning of 

sacrifice, to give till it hurts. 

Rabbi Sholomo Carlbach died practically penniless.  

Rich Mullins a very successful Christian contemporary music artist who died in a 

tragic car crash, only took an average American salary and gave the rest to 

ministries and charities. 

 



 Mark 12:41-44 “And Jesus sat over against the treasury, and beheld how the people cast 

money into the treasury: and many that were rich cast in much. And there came a certain 

poor widow, and she threw in two mites, which make a farthing. And he called unto him 

his disciples, and saith unto them, Verily I say unto you, That this poor widow hath cast 

more in, than all they which have cast into the treasury: For all they did cast in of their 

abundance; but she of her want did cast in all that she had, even all her living.” (KJV) 

 

No, I don’t care about money. No, I’m not trying to sound like a weepy, crooked 

T.V. Evangelist, but I do care about having a communal place of worship for 

everyone, and a base of operations form outreach ministry. And unfortunately 

Synagogues has bills just as everyone else, and the Rabbi and his family needs to 

eat. Giving to the Synagogue today is like giving to the Cohenim (Priests) at the 

Mishkan. The Tithes and Offerings kept the Priests and their families clothed and 

feed for they had no inheritance in Israel. YHWH was their inheritance (Numbers 

18). Offerings of money during the time of the Temple were used for repairs and 

upkeep.  

 

Exodus 36:6 “And Moses gave commandment, and they caused it to be proclaimed 

throughout the camp, saying, Let neither man nor woman make any more work for the 

offering of the sanctuary. So the people were restrained from bringing.” (KJV) 

 

Boy, do I ever wish all Synagogues had this problem! 

This is not Scripture, even though many people mistake it as such: G-d helps those 

who help themselves. Even though this is not Scripture it is none the less true. 

I hate to end with a bunch of clichés, but they are so true: Do your best and G-d 

will do the rest.  

No, it doesn’t start with out pocket books, but it does start with our hearts. And like 

it or not as a society we are attached and fond of money. It literally makes our 

world go round. It pays bills, buys food and clothes etc. And thus being said, if we 

truly love our place of worship we will do what it takes, we will each do our part to 

keep it running. 

Shabbat Shalom and Shavuah Tov!    



-- Rabbi Yehudah 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RaYBaSH’s Haftarah Hashings 

Parashah # 22: Vayakhel “He Assembled”  

I Kings 7:13-26 



By: Rabbi Yehudah ben Shomeyr 

 

 

This weeks Haftarah Portion parallels our Torah Portion because it is regarding the 

construction of the first Temple under King Solomon. 

 

Exodus 35:30- 36:2 And Moses said unto the children of Israel, See, the LORD hath called 

by name Bezaleel the son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah; And he hath filled 

him with the spirit of God, in wisdom, in understanding, and in knowledge, and in all 

manner of workmanship; And to devise curious works, to work in gold, and in silver, and 

in brass, And in the cutting of stones, to set them, and in carving of wood, to make any 

manner of cunning work. And he hath put in his heart that he may teach, both he, and 

Aholiab, the son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan. Them hath he filled with wisdom of 

heart, to work all manner of work, of the engraver, and of the cunning workman, and of 

the embroiderer, in blue, and in purple, in scarlet, and in fine linen, and of the weaver, 

even of them that do any work, and of those that devise cunning work.Then wrought 

Bezaleel and Aholiab, and every wise hearted man, in whom the LORD put wisdom and 

understanding to know how to work all manner of work for the service of the sanctuary, 

according to all that the LORD had commanded. And Moses called Bezaleel and Aholiab, 

and every wise hearted man, in whose heart the LORD had put wisdom, even every one 

whose heart stirred him up to come unto the work to do it:  

 

I Kings 7:13-26 And king Solomon sent and fetched Hiram out of Tyre. He was a widow's 

son of the tribe of Naphtali, and his father was a man of Tyre, a worker in brass: and he 

was filled with wisdom, and understanding, and cunning to work all works in brass. And 

he came to king Solomon, and wrought all his work. For he cast two pillars of brass, of 

eighteen cubits high apiece: and a line of twelve cubits did compass either of them about. 

And he made two chapiters of molten brass, to set upon the tops of the pillars: the height of 

the one chapiter was five cubits, and the height of the other chapiter was five cubits: And 

nets of checker work, and wreaths of chain work, for the chapiters which were upon the 

top of the pillars; seven for the one chapiter, and seven for the other chapiter. And he made 

the pillars, and two rows round about upon the one network, to cover the chapiters that 

were upon the top, with pomegranates: and so did he for the other chapiter. And the 

chapiters that were upon the top of the pillars were of lily work in the porch, four cubits. 

And the chapiters upon the two pillars had pomegranates also above, over against the belly 

which was by the network: and the pomegranates were two hundred in rows round about 

upon the other chapiter. And he set up the pillars in the porch of the temple: and he set up 

the right pillar, and called the name thereof Jachin: and he set up the left pillar, and called 

the name thereof Boaz. And upon the top of the pillars was lily work: so was the work of 

the pillars finished. And he made a molten sea, ten cubits from the one brim to the other: it 

was round all about, and his height was five cubits: and a line of thirty cubits did compass 

it round about. And under the brim of it round about there were knops compassing it, ten 



in a cubit, compassing the sea round about: the knops were cast in two rows, when it was 

cast. It stood upon twelve oxen, three looking toward the north, and three looking toward 

the west, and three looking toward the south, and three looking toward the east: and the 

sea was set above upon them, and all their hinder parts were inward. And it was an hand 

breadth thick, and the brim thereof was wrought like the brim of a cup, with flowers of 

lilies: it contained two thousand baths.  

 

These passages parallel each other and teach us that when we set out to do 

anything for G-d we must not go half cocked or slip shot, but educate ourselves on 

what it is we endeavor to do and surround ourselves with willing and likeminded 

people who are experts fit for the job and do it with all our heart and might for His 

glory. 

Shabbat Shalom and Shavuah Tov! 

-- Rabbi Yehudah 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

RaYBaSH’s Brit Chadashah Connections 

Parashah # 22: Vayakhel “He Assembled”  

I Cor. 6:19, II Cor. 9:6-7 

By: Rabbi Yehudah ben Shomeyr 

 

Exodus 35:30- 36:2 And Moses said unto the children of Israel, See, the LORD hath called 

by name Bezaleel the son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah; And he hath filled 

him with the spirit of God, in wisdom, in understanding, and in knowledge, and in all 

manner of workmanship; And to devise curious works, to work in gold, and in silver, and 

in brass, And in the cutting of stones, to set them, and in carving of wood, to make any 

manner of cunning work. And he hath put in his heart that he may teach, both he, and 

Aholiab, the son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan. Them hath he filled with wisdom of 

heart, to work all manner of work, of the engraver, and of the cunning workman, and of 

the embroiderer, in blue, and in purple, in scarlet, and in fine linen, and of the weaver, 

even of them that do any work, and of those that devise cunning work.Then wrought 

Bezaleel and Aholiab, and every wise hearted man, in whom the LORD put wisdom and 

understanding to know how to work all manner of work for the service of the sanctuary, 

according to all that the LORD had commanded. And Moses called Bezaleel and Aholiab, 

and every wise hearted man, in whose heart the LORD had put wisdom, even every one 

whose heart stirred him up to come unto the work to do it:  

 

I Kings 7:13-26 And king Solomon sent and fetched Hiram out of Tyre. He was a widow's 

son of the tribe of Naphtali, and his father was a man of Tyre, a worker in brass: and he 

was filled with wisdom, and understanding, and cunning to work all works in brass. And 

he came to king Solomon, and wrought all his work. For he cast two pillars of brass, of 

eighteen cubits high apiece: and a line of twelve cubits did compass either of them about. 

And he made two chapiters of molten brass, to set upon the tops of the pillars: the height of 

the one chapiter was five cubits, and the height of the other chapiter was five cubits: And 

nets of checker work, and wreaths of chain work, for the chapiters which were upon the 

top of the pillars; seven for the one chapiter, and seven for the other chapiter. And he made 

the pillars, and two rows round about upon the one network, to cover the chapiters that 

were upon the top, with pomegranates: and so did he for the other chapiter. And the 

chapiters that were upon the top of the pillars were of lily work in the porch, four cubits. 

And the chapiters upon the two pillars had pomegranates also above, over against the belly 

which was by the network: and the pomegranates were two hundred in rows round about 

upon the other chapiter. And he set up the pillars in the porch of the temple: and he set up 

the right pillar, and called the name thereof Jachin: and he set up the left pillar, and called 

the name thereof Boaz.  

 22And upon the top of the pillars was lily work: so was the work of the pillars finished. 

And he made a molten sea, ten cubits from the one brim to the other: it was round all 

about, and his height was five cubits: and a line of thirty cubits did compass it round about. 



And under the brim of it round about there were knops compassing it, ten in a cubit, 

compassing the sea round about: the knops were cast in two rows, when it was cast. It stood 

upon twelve oxen, three looking toward the north, and three looking toward the west, and 

three looking toward the south, and three looking toward the east: and the sea was set 

above upon them, and all their hinder parts were inward. And it was an hand breadth 

thick, and the brim thereof was wrought like the brim of a cup, with flowers of lilies: it 

contained two thousand baths.  

 

I Cor. 6:19What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in 

you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? 

 

II Cor. 9:6-7 But this I say, He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he 

which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully. Every man according as he purposeth 

in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver.  

 

Just as we ought to take care of the physical buildings that represent the One True 

G-d of Israel, the Synagogues, so too we ought to take care of our homes, for they 

are our synagogue away from synagogue, and our bodies for they are the spiritual 

representation of the physical Temple that does not stand at this time in history but 

according to prophecy a 3
rd

 Temple will soon be built. We show our love and 

dedication to G-d by dressing and eating right. Exercising and maintaining 

regularly scheduled visits to our physicians. Our physical health to a small degree 

reflects our attitude toward and our love for G-d and His Messiah and His 

Commandments. 

 

Shabbat Shalom and Shavuah Tov! 

-- Rabbi Yehudah 
 


