
RaYBaSH’s Torah Thoughts 

Parashah # 29-30 Acharei-Mot “After the Death” and Kedoshim “Holiness” 

Vayikra / Leviticus 16:1-20:27 

By: Rabbi Yehudah ben Shomeyr 

 

 

Summary: 

 

After the death of Nadav and Avihu, YHWH warns Aaron and the Priesthood 

about how they are to enter the Holy of Holies and when and in what way. We 

enter “Yah’s Way” not “Our Way.” This leads into details concerning Yom 

Kippur, The Day of Atonement and Now that there is a place where G-d resides 

among Israel, and now that there is a priesthood to mediate between G-d and man. 

YHWH tells us as He is One Elohim there is only one way to Him and only one 

place to draw near to sacrifice to Him; The place where His Name rests, the Holy 

Tabernacle, the Mishkan Ha Kadosh.  

 

Then the Parashah goes into various Mitzvot (commandments) helping to define 

what holiness is. Some of these are prohibitions against idolatry, sexual deviancy 

and the mitzvah (good deed) of tzedakah (charity), honesty in business, etc.  

 

 

Commentary: 

 

I have quoted this verse to many times to count, but I John 3:4 tells us that to 

disobey the Torah, the Law is to commit, and is the definition of sin. So when 

someone asks for the definition of what sin is we can direct them to, and quote this 

verse. 

 

Romans 3:20 says that sin is only known by the Torah, the Law. Psalm 119:151 

says that the Torah is truth. This answers Pilates question to Yeshua, “What is 

truth? (John 18:38). Rav Sha’ul says in Romans 7:12 that the Torah, the Law, is 

holy, righteous and good. And finally Deuteronomy 32:47 says that the Torah, the 

Law is our life! 

 

Lev. 18:2-5 “Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, I am the LORD your 

God. After the doings of the land of Egypt, wherein ye dwelt, shall ye not do: and after the 

doings of the land of Canaan, whither I bring you, shall ye not do: neither shall ye walk in 

their ordinances. Ye shall do my judgments, and keep mine ordinances, to walk therein: I 



am the LORD your God. Ye shall therefore keep my statutes, and my judgments: which if 

a man do, he shall live in them: I am the LORD.” 

 

Lev. 18:26-30 “Ye shall therefore keep my statutes and my judgments, and shall not 

commit any of these abominations; neither any of your own nation, nor any stranger that 

sojourneth among you: (For all these abominations have the men of the land done, which 

were before you, and the land is defiled;) That the land spue not you out also, when ye 

defile it, as it spued out the nations that were before you. For whosoever shall commit any 

of these abominations, even the souls that commit them shall be cut off from among their 

people. Therefore shall ye keep mine ordinance, that ye commit not any one of these 

abominable customs, which were committed before you, and that ye defile not yourselves 

therein: I am the LORD your God.” 

 

Lev. 19:1-2 “And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, Speak unto all the congregation of 

the children of Israel, and say unto them, Ye shall be holy: for I the LORD your God am 

holy.” 

 

Lev. 20:22-23 “Ye shall therefore keep all my statutes, and all my judgments, and do them: 

that the land, whither I bring you to dwell therein, spue you not out. And ye shall not walk 

in the manners of the nation, which I cast out before you: for they committed all these 

things, and therefore I abhorred them.  24b …I am the LORD your God, which have 

separated you from other people.” 

 

It is said in the writings of the Rabbi’s and Sages of blessed memory that a persons 

soul before we are born are basking in the pure rays of G-dliness, and that when we 

are sent to earth into a body, into a womb, that and angel teaches us Torah and 

reveals all mysteries. But right before we leave the birth canal, the angel puts his 

finger on our lips (hence the indentation under the nose) and we immediately 

forget all we are taught and thus cry upon entering this world.  

So our spiritual DNA, the very fiber of our being we know the Torah and it is our 

responsibility to learn, to remember and practice what we already know; since it is 

already imprinted on our souls and locked away.  



When we hear the Torah taught correctly we are drawn to it and our spiritual 

memory is unlocked and we remember the Torah we were taught before we were 

born. 

And death is simply another birthing process. When we leave this world and enter 

the Olam Haba (The World to come) we once again will know G-d, The Torah and 

al the mysteries in their entirety! 

The reason we re-learn the Torah in this world is that its one thing to know the 

Torah, which in and of itself it doesn’t mean a thing (I Cor. 13). But to DO the 

Torah is to bring the Torah to life and give it meaning and merit. 

G-d didn’t want us to just know the Torah; He wants us to become the Torah. 

How do I know this to be true? 

 

John 1:14 “And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, 

the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.” 

 

And remember in the Psalms we discovered the Torah is truth (Ps.119)! 

Yeshua the Messiah is the 2
nd

 Adam and he became the Living manifestation of the 

Torah. 

We were created in YHWH’s image. Now He wants us to be molded into the 

image of His Son, the epitome of Torah! 

 

Romans 12:2 “And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing 

of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of 

God.” 

 

Well… How? 

 



Romans 12:1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your 

bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.  

 

That’s How! 

Just as when we die and enter the Olam Habab, and will again know in full the 

Torah. 

To unlock the Torah and to know, do and become the Torah in this world we must: 

 Die (Rom. 12:1) 

 Be Transformed (Rom. 12:2) 

We are sheep, and we can’t depend (as the Christians sometimes are) on being led 

by “feelings” and the “spirit” 

Jeremiah said that the heart is deceptive above all things, so this tells me we can’t 

trust our “feelings.” And by the way some Christians act it begs the question: “By 

which “spirit” are they being led?” 

Yes G-d told us to “walk in the Spirit” but he gave us indicators to know what 

spirit is speaking and that is the Torah. Filter all that you “feel led by” through the 

Torah and that will show you how, and enable you to walk in the Ruach Ha 

Kodesh (the Holy Spirit). 

Even if we have good intentions, what happens when we try to serve G-d as WE 

“feel led?” 

 

 Lev 10:1-2 “And Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, took either of them his censer, and 

put fire therein, and put incense thereon, and offered strange fire before the LORD, which 

he commanded them not. And there went out fire from the LORD, and devoured them, and 

they died before the LORD.”  

 

I’m not saying be a walking freak show, but if you truly want G-d, His Torah, His 

Messiah, you better get used to: 

1. Standing up  



2. Speaking out 

3. Standing alone 

4. Marching to the beat of a different drum 

5. Being a “peculiar” people 

6. Being hated 

7. Being a remnant, a minority if you will 

For Torah swims up stream, goes against the grain. 

You will be called and accused of being: 

1. Intolerant 

2. “Holier than Thou” 

3. Old Fashioned 

4. Rebellious 

5. Fools 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Joshua 24:15-25 “And if it seem evil unto you to serve the LORD, choose you this day 

whom ye will serve; whether the gods which your fathers served that were on the other side 

of the flood, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but as for me and my 



house, we will serve the LORD. And the people answered and said, God forbid that we 

should forsake the LORD, to serve other gods; For the LORD our God, he it is that 

brought us up and our fathers out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage, and 

which did those great signs in our sight, and preserved us in all the way wherein we went, 

and among all the people through whom we passed: And the LORD drave out from before 

us all the people, even the Amorites which dwelt in the land: therefore will we also serve the 

LORD; for he is our God. And Joshua said unto the people, Ye cannot serve the LORD: for 

he is an holy God; he is a jealous God; he will not forgive your transgressions nor your sins. 

If ye forsake the LORD, and serve strange gods, then he will turn and do you hurt, and 

consume you, after that he hath done you good. And the people said unto Joshua, Nay; but 

we will serve the LORD. And Joshua said unto the people, Ye are witnesses against 

yourselves that ye have chosen you the LORD, to serve him. And they said, We are 

witnesses. Now therefore put away, said he, the strange gods which are among you, and 

incline your heart unto the LORD God of Israel. And the people said unto Joshua, The 

LORD our God will we serve, and his voice will we obey. So Joshua made a covenant with 

the people that day, and set them a statute and an ordinance in Shechem.”  

 

Shabbat Shalom and Shavuah Tov! 

-- Rabbi Yehudah 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



RaYBaSH’s Haftarah Hashings 

Parashah # 30 Kedoshim “Holiness” 

Ezk. 20:2-20 

By: Rabbi Yehudah ben Shomeyr 

 

A Code of Holiness is the theme of our Torah Portion and in our Haftarah Portion 

Ezekiel recalls the Exodus and when the Torah was given at Sinai. 

 

V. 10-14 Wherefore I caused them to go forth out of the land of Egypt, and brought them 

into the wilderness. And I gave them my statutes, and shewed them my judgments, which if 

a man do, he shall even live in them. Moreover also I gave them my sabbaths, to be a sign 

between me and them, that they might know that I am the LORD that sanctify them. But 

the house of Israel rebelled against me in the wilderness: they walked not in my statutes, 

and they despised my judgments, which if a man do, he shall even live in them; and my 

sabbaths they greatly polluted: then I said, I would pour out my fury upon them in the 

wilderness, to consume them. But I wrought for my name's sake, that it should not be 

polluted before the heathen, in whose sight I brought them out.  

 

However after a time even in the wilderness Israel rejected and broke the Torah, 

the Code of Holiness. 

 

V. 15-17 Yet also I lifted up my hand unto them in the wilderness, that I would not bring 

them into the land which I had given them, flowing with milk and honey, which is the glory 

of all lands; Because they despised my judgments, and walked not in my statutes, but 

polluted my sabbaths: for their heart went after their idols. Nevertheless mine eye spared 

them from destroying them, neither did I make an end of them in the wilderness.  

 

The second generation came along and they were commissioned to keep the Torah 

also. 

 

V.18-20 But I said unto their children in the wilderness, Walk ye not in the statutes of your 

fathers, neither observe their judgments, nor defile yourselves with their idols: I am the 

LORD your God; walk in my statutes, and keep my judgments, and do them; And hallow 



my sabbaths; and they shall be a sign between me and you, that ye may know that I am the 

LORD your God.  

 

If one keeps reading we will see that they too end up forsaking the Covenant and 

so here we are reading these events and it’s as if G-d is commissioning us to keep 

the Torah. Will we fall away too or will we defy the odds and stay faithful. The 

choice is up to us. 

Shabbat Shalom and Shavuah Tov! 

-- Rabbi Yehudah 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



RaYBaSH’s Brit Chadashah Connections 

Parashah # 30 Kedoshim “Holiness” 

Matt. 5:43-48, Mk. 12:29-31, Lk. 10:25-37 

By: Rabbi Yehudah ben Shomeyr 

 

In the Torah and Haftarah Portion a Code of Holiness is our theme, and one major 

factor in practicing holiness is in loving your neighbor. 

 

Matt. 5:43-48 Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbour, and 

hate thine enemy. But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do 

good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute 

you; That ye may be the children of your Father which is in heaven: for he maketh his sun 

to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust. For if ye 

love them which love you, what reward have ye? do not even the publicans the same? And 

if ye salute your brethren only, what do ye more than others? do not even the publicans so? 

Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect. 

 

Indeed as Yeshua the Messiah said the essence of the Torah can be summed up in: 

1. Loving G-d 

2. Loving your neighbor. 

 

Mk. 12:29-31 And Jesus answered him, The first of all the commandments is, Hear, O 

Israel; The Lord our God is one Lord: And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 

heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength: this is the first 

commandment. And the second is like, namely this, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as 

thyself. There is none other commandment greater than these.  

 

And your neighbor was regarded as your fellow Jew. However Yeshua took it a 

step further and opened the word neighbor to mean anyone, not just one who is the 

same religion and or ethnicity as you. 

Matt. 5:43-48 Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbour, and hate 

thine enemy. But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to 



them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you; That 

ye may be the children of your Father which is in heaven: for he maketh his sun to rise on 

the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust. For if ye love them 

which love you, what reward have ye? do not even the publicans the same? And if ye salute 

your brethren only, what do ye more than others? do not even the publicans so? Be ye 

therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect. 

 

In Matthew 5 Yeshua hit home when he pressed the point of your neighbor as even 

being those to whom you are prejudice against. The Samaritans were half breed 

Jews and generally disliked among the Jews. Their form of Judaism was even 

slightly different. He even painted the despised Samaritan as the good guy. 

Luke 10:25-37 And, behold, a certain lawyer stood up, and tempted him, saying, Master, 

what shall I do to inherit eternal life? He said unto him, What is written in the law? how 

readest thou? And he answering said, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, 

and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy mind; and thy neighbour as 

thyself. And he said unto him, Thou hast answered right: this do, and thou shalt live. But 

he, willing to justify himself, said unto Jesus, And who is my neighbour? And Jesus 

answering said, A certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among 

thieves, which stripped him of his raiment, and wounded him, and departed, leaving him 

half dead. And by chance there came down a certain priest that way: and when he saw him, 

he passed by on the other side. And likewise a Levite, when he was at the place, came and 

looked on him, and passed by on the other side. But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, 

came where he was: and when he saw him, he had compassion on him, And went to him, 

and bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and wine, and set him on his own beast, and 

brought him to an inn, and took care of him. And on the morrow when he departed, he 

took out two pence, and gave them to the host, and said unto him, Take care of him; and 

whatsoever thou spendest more, when I come again, I will repay thee. Which now of these 

three, thinkest thou, was neighbour unto him that fell among the thieves? And he said, He 

that shewed mercy on him. Then said Jesus unto him, Go, and do thou likewise.  

So loving your neighbor is like the whole “committing random acts of kindness” 

philosophy perpetuated by the world. 

Shabbat Shalom and Shavuah Tov. 

-- Rabbi Yehudah 

 


