
RaYBaSH’s Torah Thoughts                                                                Parashah #31: 

Emor “Say”                                                                     Vayikra / Leviticus 21:1-

24:23                                                                      Rabbi Yehudah ben Shomeyr  

 
Lev. 24:17-22 And he that killeth any man shall surely be put to death. And he that killeth a beast 

shall make it good; beast for beast. And if a man cause a blemish in his neighbour; as he hath done, 

so shall it be done to him; Breach for breach, eye for eye, tooth for tooth: as he hath caused a 

blemish in a man, so shall it be done to him again. And he that killeth a beast, he shall restore it: 

and he that killeth a man, he shall be put to death. Ye shall have one manner of law, as well for the 

stranger, as for one of your own country: for I am the LORD your God.  

 

 

In The Brit Chadasha, the Renewed Covenant (New Testament), Yeshua states:  

 

 

Matt. 5:17-20 Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come 

to destroy, but to fulfil. For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one 

tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled. Whosoever therefore shall break 

one of these least commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in the 

kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do and teach them, the same shall be called great 

in the kingdom of heaven. For I say unto you, That except your righteousness shall exceed 

the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of 

heaven.  

 

Yet in verses 38-42 of the same chapter He says this: 

 

Matt. 5:38-42 Ye have heard that it hath been said, An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a 

tooth: But I say unto you, That ye resist not evil: but whosoever shall smite thee on thy 

right cheek, turn to him the other also. And if any man will sue thee at the law, and take 

away thy coat, let him have thy cloak also. And whosoever shall compel thee to go a mile, 

go with him twain. Give to him that asketh thee, and from him that would borrow of thee 

turn not thou away.  

 

 

Does this mean that Yahshua lied, contradicted Himself?  After all He said, “Ye 

have heard that it hath been said,” 



 

And… “But I say unto you,” 

 

So, did He change his mind from what he said in verses 17-20 of the fifth chapter 

of Matthew? 

 

No, in Matthew 5:17-20 Yahshua’s point was that He came not to abolish the 

Torah, but to bring it into its full and intended meaning. 

 

So what about the “You’ve heard… I say” phrase? 

 

First Fruits of Zion’s Ha Yesod Leadership Manual has this to say on the subject: 

 

“Our understanding is confirmed by nothing Yeshua’s oft-repeated phrase 

throughout chapters 5-7, “you have heard that it has been said… but I say unto 

you…” In this phrase we see that Yeshua is contrasting His understanding of a 

particular Torah teaching with that of some of the Torah teachers of His day.  This 

was especially true of those whose viewpoints were strongly guided by what is 

called oral traditions, rather than by actual texts and context of the written Torah.  

That is why He states “you have heard that it was said.” Most likely, Yeshua was 

contrasting His interpretation with that of the oral tradition.  In fact, sometimes He 

may not even have been contrasting His teaching with other Torah teachers, but 

simply emphasizing things that they were not.” 

 

So what is the point that Yahshua was trying to bring across?   

YHWH knows the frailty of our fallen human nature, in Hebrew called the Yetzar 

Hara, or the Evil Inclination, and that that nature demands justice.  So the Torah 

provides room for that. 

Many people have misinterpreted this passage in Leviticus to mean “If you injure 

me, I’ll injure you the same way you did me!  After all it’s only fair!”  

However, Yahshua was trying to say that even though the Torah permits 

compensation for wrongs done to us, a higher order is to let YHWH Himself dish 

out the “just deserts”. 

 

 
Leviticus 19:18 Thou shalt not avenge, nor bear any grudge against the children of thy 

people, but thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself: I am the LORD. 

 

Deuteronomy 32:35 To me belongeth vengeance and recompence; their foot shall slide in 

due time: for the day of their calamity is at hand, and the things that shall come upon them 

make haste. 



 

Romans 12:19 Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for 

it is written, Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord. 

 

Hebrews 10:30 For we know him that hath said, Vengeance belongeth unto me, I will 

recompense, saith the Lord. And again, The Lord shall judge his people. 

 

 

BECAUSE: , “The discretion of a man deferreth his anger; and it is his glory to 

pass over a transgression.” (Prov.19:11) 

 

AND:  “And above all things have fervent charity (love) among yourselves: for 

charity (love) shall cover the multitude of sins.” (I Peter 4:8) 

 

 

And Yeshua also said:  

 

 
Matthew 7:12 Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye 

even so to them: for this is the law and the prophets. 

 

Luke 6:31 And as ye would that men should do to you, do ye also to them likewise. 

 

 

Matthew 22:35-40  Then one of them, which was a lawyer, asked him a question, tempting 

him, and saying, Master, which is the great commandment in the law? Jesus said unto him, 

Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy 

mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt 

love thy neighbour as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the law and the 

prophets.  

 

 

After all, you would want to be forgiven right? 

 

But the Rabbi’s and Sages of blessed memory said: 

 

Mishnah: “"Eye for eye": Rav Saadya said we cannot take this 

text literally. For if a man deprived his fellow of a 

third of his normal eyesight by his blow, how can the 

retaliatory blow be so calculated as to have the same 

results, neither more nor less, nor blinding him 

completely? Such an exact reproduction of the effects 



is even more difficult in the case of a wound or 

bruise which, if in a dangerous spot, might result in 

death. The very idea cannot be tolerated. Ben Zuta (a 

Karaite) retorted: But surely it is explicitly 

written: (Lev. 24:20) As he has maimed a man so shall 

it be rendered to him. The Gaon answered: The word on, 

implying so shall punishment be imposed upon him. Ben 

Zuta retorted: As he did, so shall be done to him! The 

Gaon replied: We have in the case of Samson (Judges 

15:11): As they did to me, so I did to them, and 

Samson did not take their wives and give them to 

others (as they had done to him), but only punished 

them. Ben Zuta retorted: What if the attacker was a 

poor man, what would be his punishment? The Gaon 

replied: What if a blind man blinded one with normal 

eyesight, what should be done to him? The poor man can 

become rich and pay; only the blind man can never pay 

for what he did!” 

 

This is but one of many Talmudic passages which lends credence to the fact that 

compensation for injury is not a game of trading punches, but one of compensation 

with money and health care for suffering, pain, loss work time etc. 

 

So hopefully this sheds light on that familiar quote from the Scriptures “An eye for 

and eye, a tooth for a tooth.” by Believers and Non-Believers alike. 

 

Shabbat Shalom and Shavuah Tov! 

-- Rabbi Yehudah 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



RaYBaSH’s Haftarah Hashings 

Parashah # 31: Emor “Say” 

Ezk. 44:15-31 

By Rabbi Yehudah ben Shomeyr 

 

 
V. 15-27 But the priests the Levites, the sons of Zadok, that kept the charge of my 

sanctuary when the children of Israel went astray from me, they shall come near to me to 

minister unto me, and they shall stand before me to offer unto me the fat and the blood, 

saith the Lord GOD: They shall enter into my sanctuary, and they shall come near to my 

table, to minister unto me, and they shall keep my charge. And it shall come to pass, that 

when they enter in at the gates of the inner court, they shall be clothed with linen garments; 

and no wool shall come upon them, whiles they minister in the gates of the inner court, and 

within. They shall have linen bonnets upon their heads, and shall have linen breeches upon 

their loins; they shall not gird themselves with any thing that causeth sweat. And when they 

go forth into the utter court, even into the utter court to the people, they shall put off their 

garments wherein they ministered, and lay them in the holy chambers, and they shall put 

on other garments; and they shall not sanctify the people with their garments. Neither shall 

they shave their heads, nor suffer their locks to grow long; they shall only poll their heads. 

Neither shall any priest drink wine, when they enter into the inner court. Neither shall they 

take for their wives a widow, nor her that is put away: but they shall take maidens of the 

seed of the house of Israel, or a widow that had a priest before. And they shall teach my 

people the difference between the holy and profane, and cause them to discern between the 

unclean and the clean. And in controversy they shall stand in judgment; and they shall 

judge it according to my judgments: and they shall keep my laws and my statutes in all 

mine assemblies; and they shall hallow my sabbaths. And they shall come at no dead 

person to defile themselves: but for father, or for mother, or for son, or for daughter, for 

brother, or for sister that hath had no husband, they may defile themselves. And after he is 

cleansed, they shall reckon unto him seven days. And in the day that he goeth into the 

sanctuary, unto the inner court, to minister in the sanctuary, he shall offer his sin offering, 

saith the Lord GOD.  

 

 

Our Haftarah Portion emphasizes the set-apartness, the holiness of the Kohenim 

and their service as recorded in Leviticus. They are to be living examples of 

holiness to the people of Israel and to teach the Torah and show the difference 

between holy and common, clean and unclean. 

 

The reason Levites gets a portion of and must perform sacrifices even in the 

Messianic era is: 

 

 
V. 28-31 And it shall be unto them for an inheritance: I am their inheritance: and ye shall 

give them no possession in Israel: I am their possession. They shall eat the meat offering, 



and the sin offering, and the trespass offering: and every dedicated thing in Israel shall be 

theirs. And the first of all the firstfruits of all things, and every oblation of all, of every sort 

of your oblations, shall be the priest's: ye shall also give unto the priest the first of your 

dough, that he may cause the blessing to rest in thine house. The priests shall not eat of any 

thing that is dead of itself, or torn, whether it be fowl or beast. 

 

 

Shabbat Shalom and Shavuah Tov! 

-- Rabbi Yehudah 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



RaYBaSH’s Brit Chadashah Connections 

Parashah # 31 Emor: “Say” 

Matt. 5:38-41, Heb. 7:15-21 

By: Rabbi Yehudah ben Shomeyr 

 

 

Certain aspects of the Law and the purpose and function of the Preisthood is 

covered in our Torah Portion and are paralleled here in the Brit Chadasha. 

 

 
Matt. 5:38-41 Ye have heard that it hath been said, An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a 

tooth: But I say unto you, That ye resist not evil: but whosoever shall smite thee on thy 

right cheek, turn to him the other also. And if any man will sue thee at the law, and take 

away thy coat, let him have thy cloak also. And whosoever shall compel thee to go a mile, 

go with him twain.  

 

 

Some claim the Torah has been done away or at best amended because as a modern 

enlightened Christian Society we do not participate in Barbaric practices such as an 

“eye for an eye”. But this passage in the Torah and reiterated in the Brit Chadasha 

was never meant to be taken literally. It is a well known and established Jewish 

legal idiom referring to monetary compensation for bodily injury. For it is 

impossible to physically injure another person in the same way you have been 

injured. If you hit me and produce a 30% loss of vision in my right eye, it is 

impossible for me to hit you and produce an exact 30% vision loss in your right 

eye. 

 

Legal compensation is our right and it’s not wrong to get our what you legally 

deserve, but forgiveness and no hard feelings should accompany this. And if 

someone has a legal ought against us we should gladly give what is required and 

more if necessary, again with no hard feeling and a spirit of forgiveness 

accompanying the legal compensation. Peace is the ultimate goal of legal 

settlements not necessarily fairness or justice. 

 

 
Heb. 7:15-21 And it is yet far more evident: for that after the similitude of Melchisedec 

there ariseth another priest, Who is made, not after the law of a carnal commandment, but 

after the power of an endless life. For he testifieth, Thou art a priest for ever after the order 

of Melchisedec. For there is verily a disannulling of the commandment going before for the 

weakness and unprofitableness thereof. For the law made nothing perfect, but the bringing 

in of a better hope did; by the which we draw nigh unto God. And inasmuch as not without 



an oath he was made priest: (For those priests were made without an oath; but this with an 

oath by him that said unto him, The Lord sware and will not repent, Thou art a priest for 

ever after the order of Melchisedec:)  

 

Now I have said this many times before, but here it is again: 

In the Messianic and Christian arena’s the issue of Salvation and Levitical animal 

Sacrifice has caused charged heated debates and cause congregational and 

denominational splits.  How were the “Old Testament Saints” saved?  Will there be 

animal sacrifice during the Third Temple when Messiah reigns, and if so, why?  

Wouldn’t animal sacrifices slap Yahshua and his sacrificial atoning work on the 

cross in the face?  Many like questions, circle, submerge and emerge continuously. 

As a Netzari Jew, let me put this weary animal to rest.  If you don’t like the 

answer, take it up with HaShem and His Word.  If it blows down your little 

theological house of cards, then maybe you should question the materials you have 

used, or the foundation it has been founded upon; YHWH’s Word, or tradition and 

doctrines of men? 

 

Let me first tackle the issue of salvation.  It is the misconception of many that the 

“Old Testament Saints” were saved by works, keeping the Torah (law) in 

combination with the Levitical animal sacrifices, and “New Testament Saints” are 

saved by “Grace” and Yahshua’s death on the cross.   How fair is that!?  Christians 

say there is only one way of salvation. This view would contradict that.  This is 

purely a Christian false doctrine; nothing could be further from the truth. 

 

Then how were the Believers before the death and resurrection of Yahshua, 

saved!?   

 

I believe the saints in the Tanak were saved the same way as the saints in the 

Renewed Covenant.  The difference is perspective.  Those in the Tanak looked 

forward to, and believed in the Messiah and His atoning work that was coming.  

The Renewed Covenant saints (us) look back and believe in the Messiah and His 

atoning work that already came, and is coming again!  The sacrifices of the 

Tabernacle and Temple era, before Yahshua came, never atoned for or removed 

sin.  In the Renewed Covenant, Hebrews 10:4 states “It is NOT possible that the 

blood of bulls and of goats should take away sins.” The sacrifices just rolled the  

sin back like a credit card debt until Messiah came to pay the debt in full, atoning 

for them all past, present, and future (Isa.53:6; IPt.2:24; IJn.2:2; Heb.1:3; 5-10).   I 

believe that Yahshua worked within the framework of Torah, and the sacrificial 

system set up therein.   

 



Then what is the purpose of the animal sacrifices and Tithes?   

 

1. It was to be a physical object lesson that pointed to the coming Messiah and 

what He would do.  It acted as a credit card that covered, did not take away, 

and rolled back the sin debt until someone, Messiah, could come along and 

pay it.  In the time of the Third Temple the sacrifices will be a reminder of 

the Messiah who came and what He did (Is. 56, 66; Zech. 14:16-21).  The 

sacrifices that took place before Yahshua came, only pointed to the Messiah 

which was to come. The sacrifices that will take place after Yahshua, and 

that will take place in the Millennial Reign, point back to Messiah’s atoning 

work. 

2. It provided and will provide food, materials and income for the Priests and 

their families (Leviticus 5-10). 

 

From the accounts in the book of Acts we can clearly see the first century 

Nazarene Jewish believers in Yeshua meet “daily” and during appointed festival 

times at the Temple and offered “offerings”, “sacrifices” and “gifts” as practiced 

by all Jews at that time. The first century believers in Yeshua clearly saw no 

conflict with this and their belief in Yeshua being the ultimate atoning sacrifice. 

There was no problem or issue with belief in Yeshua and participating in Temple 

activities and having both coexist simultaneously. 

 

Shabbat Shalom and Shavuah Tov! 

-- Rabbi Yehudah 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


