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Reading through the Book of Matthew I stumbled across a few things I would like 

to address and apply them to the modern day, and maybe it will even shed a little 

light on the past as well. 

 

We will begin with Matthew 15:1-14 

 

Many in the modern Christian realm try to use this passage to say that unkosher 

foods were deemed acceptable for consumption by the Messiah Himself, when in 

fact food was not the main issue of the text; ritually washing of the hands was.  

Back then as today, we Jews will ritually wash our hands prior to meals and prayer 

simply because we view it as a type of offering to ADONAI since the Temple is no 

longer standing; and this is what the Levitical Priests would do prior to offerings 

and sacrifices.   

 

Matthew 15:1 Then came to Jesus scribes and Pharisees, which were of Jerusalem, 

saying,  

 2Why do thy disciples transgress the tradition of the elders? for they wash not 

their hands when they eat bread.  

 3But he answered and said unto them, Why do ye also transgress the 

commandment of God by your tradition?  

 

The Pharisees deemed food approved kosher and fit for consumption according to 

Leviticus 11, unclean if one did not ritually wash their hands before eating. 

Because the whole point of this text was how the Pharisees at times nullify the 

original intent of the Torah by the additional laws they attached to any given 

commandment. 

 

 Matthew 15:4 For God commanded, saying, Honour thy father and mother: and, 

He that curseth father or mother, let him die the death.  

 5But ye say, Whosoever shall say to his father or his mother, It is a gift, by 

whatsoever thou mightest be profited by me;  

 6And honour not his father or his mother, he shall be free. Thus have ye made the 

commandment of God of none effect by your tradition.  

 

So, in the context of not ritually washing your hands before eating kosher foods, 

Yeshua said: 

 



Matthew 15:10 And he called the multitude, and said unto them, Hear, and 

understand:  

 11Not that which goeth into the mouth defileth a man; but that which cometh out 

of the mouth, this defileth a man.  

 12Then came his disciples, and said unto him, Knowest thou that the Pharisees 

were offended, after they heard this saying?  

 13But he answered and said, Every plant, which my heavenly Father hath not 

planted, shall be rooted up.  

 14Let them alone: they be blind leaders of the blind. And if the blind lead the 

blind, both shall fall into the ditch.  

 

Yeshua was saying that because of some, not all Pharisaical traditions, they have 

blinded themselves to the true intent of certain Torah commands. 

 

And in Matthew 16:5-6 says: 

 

 5And when his disciples were come to the other side, they had forgotten to take 

bread.  

 6Then Jesus said unto them, Take heed and beware of the leaven of the Pharisees 

and of the Sadducees.  

 

Of course the talmidim thought the Master was chiding them for forgetting to take 

provisions along, but Yeshua told them, “Did’jah forget about the feeding of the 

4000? Bread ain’t no problem!” Instead he was referring to the doctrine and the 

traditions of the Pharisees and Sadducees. This kind of refers back to Matthew 15 

regarding the tradition of washing hands and the issue of providing for ones 

parents. Today it reminds me of the Other Netzari Jews, the ones who don’t 

believe in the divinity or the virgin birth of Yeshua the Messiah. The other 

Netzarim are like Christians who try to make evolution jive with Scriptures. In the 

same way the Other Netzarim try to make post first century Jewish tradition and 

doctrine jive with modern day rabbinic Judaism by misinterpreting the Brit 

Chadasha (The Renewed Covenant / “New Testament“). A lot of post 1
st
 century 

doctrine and tradition is reactionary against the first century sect of the Netzarim. 

So you cannot make all of True Netzari Judaism jive with modern day Judaism. 

 

Matthew 16:19And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and 

whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou 

shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 

 



This tells us that God has given each sect and synagogue the authority to make 

halachic decisions regarding he way one carries out the Torah commands. And 

each way is legit in its own right as long as it doesn’t contradict the Torah as 

Pharisaic halacha does in Matthew 15:3-9 regarding caring for ones parents. 

 

 

Shalom, 

-- Yehudah ben Shomeyr 

 


