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Parashah # 22: Vayakhel “He Assembled”  

Shemot / Exodus 35:1-38:20  

By: Yehudah ben Shomeyr 

 

The Laver in the Tabernacle was made from highly polished copper/brass that the 

ancients used as mirrors for glass mirrors as we know them wouldn’t be invented 

for some time. Tradition says the women of Israel donated their mirrors for this 

cause. 

Mirrors are symbolic of vanity and self-centered-ness, the very act of donating this 

item shows the women’s humility and willingness to sacrifice and look to God 

instead of themselves. 

Copper and brass are Scriptural symbols of Judgment. When we have sinned the 

heavens are as brass, when unrepentant our prayers seem to bounce back unheard. 

When Israel rebelled and was bitten by fiery serpents, what was lifted up as their 

salvation from such a plague? The Brazen Serpent.  

 

Not only was the Laver made of Brass, but also the Sacrificial Altar which is 

symbolic of the judgment for our sins… death. 

The Laver held water and water, especially given a metallic background creates 

another type of mirror. The Laver was for washing before sacrificing to indicate 

ritual purity.  

This is symbolic of promoting repentance even before the sacrifice is made. What 

do we do when we get up in the morning and look into the mirror? We see what 

defects we have that need correction. “Oh no, I have bed head, I have a zit, I have 

broccoli stuck in my teeth from last night.” Then we make a judgment call. “I need 

to comb my hair, pop that zit and brush my teeth.” Then we set out to do just that. 

We may wake up thinking we are beautiful, but the mirror doesn’t lie and shows us 

who we really are and tells us what to do about changing it. 

The Hebraic concept of Repentance is not just, “Oh God please forgive me of my 

sins.” No, it’s, “God, I know I sinned, I lied to so-n-so, I must go back to them and 

tell them the truth. Please forgive me and help me to make things right.” That’s 



Teshuvah (Repentance), turning around, going back and making things right to the 

best of one’s ability. 

 

HAFTARAH #22 

I KINGS 7:38-39 

WOW! We see Solomon’s Temple has 10 Brazen Lavers! Certainly to 

accommodate a large priesthood, but possibly to symbolize the seriousness of 

purity, self-examination and repentance. 10 symbolizes the 10 Commandments 

which is a Summary of the 613 commandments of Torah, 6+1+3=10. Each Laver 

was 4 cubits high symbolizing the four directions of the earth, inviting all mankind 

to come and repent. It held 40 baths of water. 40 is the number for the Hebrew 

letter “Mem” which represents water. And how often do we hear in Scripture the 

number 40 in conjunction with receiving a revelation from God or becoming 

purified and closer to God through a 40 day fast? Moses and Yeshua come quickly 

to mind. 

 

BRIT CHADASHA #22 

Eph. 5:27b, John 4:3-30, James 1:23 

The water in the Laver as we see from the Brit Chadasha references and 

symbolizes the Torah, the Word of God which is like living waters and who is the 

living manifestation of all of this? Messiah Yeshua Himself! 

 

Shabbat Shalom and Shavuah Tov, 

-- Yehudah ben Shomeyr 

 

MEMORY VERSES: 

 

 



 And Moses said unto the children of Israel, See, the LORD hath called by 

name Bezaleel the son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah; 
 
And he 

hath filled him with the spirit of God, in wisdom, in understanding, and in 

knowledge, and in all manner of workmanship. - Exd. 35:30-31 

 

 And the bowls, and the snuffers, and the basons, and the spoons, and the 

censers of pure gold; and the hinges of gold, both for the doors of the inner 

house, the most holy place, and for the doors of the house, to wit, of the 

temple. – I Kings 7:50 

 

 

 But Christ being come an high priest of good things to come, by a greater 

and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this 

building; - Heb. 9:11  

 

 

 


