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Poverty, the Poor, the destitute, the homeless. One of the biggest problems of our 

time. So what’s the solution? Surprise, Surprise it’s in the Torah! 

 

 

Lev. 25:35-38 And if thy brother be waxen poor, and fallen in decay with thee; then thou 

shalt relieve him: yea, though he be a stranger, or a sojourner; that he may live with thee. 

Take thou no usury of him, or increase: but fear thy God; that thy brother may live with 

thee. Thou shalt not give him thy money upon usury, nor lend him thy victuals for increase. 

I am the LORD your God, which brought you forth out of the land of Egypt, to give you 

the land of Canaan, and to be your God.  

 

 

 

In other words it’s not the Priests responsibility, it’s not the governments job, it’s 

not Catholic Charities business, nor any church, para-church or secular 

organization. It’s your job, it’s my job! Sure, I know it’s easier said that done. And 

true some are poor and homeless by choice. It is our job according to the Torah to 

provide for a Jew or convert or gentile who is down on his luck and help them out. 

So the eradication of poverty is literally in our hands. 

 

 

Jer. 32:26-27 Then came the word of the LORD unto Jeremiah, saying, Behold, I am the 

LORD, the God of all flesh: is there any thing too hard for me?  

   

So if you can see poverty in your proximity God sure can and you don’t have to 

wait to feel led to provide for the poor. You see the need, FILL IT! No “feelings” 

are necessary. Maybe we cannot totally wipe out poverty, for Yeshua said: 

 

 
Matt. 26:11 For ye have the poor always with you; but me ye have not always. 
 



 

So seeing as they will always be poor among us, as Torah Observant People it is 

our responsibility to give. For we are the “Body of Messiah,” we are His Hands 

and His Feet.  

 

 
Matt. 25:40 And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch 

as ye have done [it] unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done [it] unto me. 
 

Shabbat Shalom and Shavuah Tov! 

-- Rabbi Yehudah 

 

 
 


