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Parashah #36: Behaalotecha “When you set up” 

B’midbar (Numbers) 8:1-12:16 

By: Yehudah ben Shomeyr 
 

Numbers 10:1-9 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,  

 
2
Make thee two trumpets of silver; of a whole piece shalt thou make them: that thou 

mayest use them for the calling of the assembly, and for the journeying of the camps. And 

when they shall blow with them, all the assembly shall assemble themselves to thee at the 

door of the tabernacle of the congregation. And if they blow but with one trumpet, then the 

princes, which are heads of the thousands of Israel, shall gather themselves unto thee. 

When ye blow an alarm, then the camps that lie on the east parts shall go forward. When 

ye blow an alarm the second time, then the camps that lie on the south side shall take their 

journey: they shall blow an alarm for their journeys. But when the congregation is to be 

gathered together, ye shall blow, but ye shall not sound an alarm. And the sons of Aaron, 

the priests, shall blow with the trumpets; and they shall be to you for an ordinance for ever 

throughout your generations. And if ye go to war in your land against the enemy that 

oppresseth you, then ye shall blow an alarm with the trumpets; and ye shall be 

remembered before the LORD your God, and ye shall be saved from your enemies.  

 

Ever been somewhere like at a park or parade and all of a sudden you hear a 

trumpet blast? Unless you were deaf or are autistic it’s guaranteed to get your 

attention. 

 

In our Torah Portion Israel had two silver trumpets made for the purpose of calling 

Israel together and as we read, depending on what kind sound comes out, told them 

what they needed to do. 

 

Like a bell at school tells you class is over, another bell or claxon is a fire alarm, a 

different sound for a tornado drill. Back in World War I and II air raid sirens has a 

distinct sound and told people what to do. 

 

In our Haftarah portion: 

 

Zechariah 4:1 And the angel that talked with me came again, and waked me, as a man that 

is wakened out of his sleep.  

 



The Prophet tells an angel speaking with him and sometimes they and G-d are said 

to sound like trumpets. 

 

 

Revelation 4:1 After this I looked, and, behold, a door was opened in heaven: and the first 

voice which I heard was as it were of a trumpet talking with me; which said, Come up 

hither, and I will shew thee things which must be hereafter.  

 

 

The main point of our passage today is to hear clearly and the Hebraic concept of 

hearing is not just to hear, but hearing and acting accordingly, knowing what to do 

because you know what sound you heard and what it means. 

 

 

1 Corinthians 14:8 For if the trumpet give an uncertain sound, who shall prepare himself to 

the battle?  

 

 

Shabbat Shalom and Shavuah Tov! 

-- Yehudah ben Shomeyr 

 
 


