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Num. 14:8-45 

 

If you’re a parent you can relate so much to this passage. You tell the child to take 

the trash out. The child is watching TV or playing a video game without a turn of 

the head because the eyes are zombified and glued to the TV. You hear a faint, as 

if talking in ones sleep, “Okay Ma.” Twenty minutes later you ask, “Have you 

taken the trash out yet?” Like a robot, “I will,” comes the reply. Five minutes later, 

“Take out the trash now!” “I will in a minute it’s almost over!” The child says. 

“No, now!” You say. “No! Wait till I’m done!” The child says in a disrespectful 

and annoyed and whiney tone. You walk over and shut off the tube, tell the child to 

take out the trash now and you add, “No TV or video games for a week!” What do 

you suppose you hear next? 

Child: “I’m sorry; I’ll do it right away!” 

Parent: “Nope, too late, you had your chance, no TV or video games for a week.” 

 

Child: “But….” 

 

This is precisely what happened in the above passage. God says, “Take the 

Promised Land.” The Children of Israel says, “NO!” God says, “You’ll wander 40 

years in the wilderness.” Israel says, “We’re sorry, we’ll do it right away!” God 

says, “Too late!” 

 

Contrary to what Christianity sometimes says, God does have “ENOUGH.” And 

there is such a thing as a “Too Late.” 

 

Joshua chapter 2, it’s the second generations turn to spy out and take the Land, and 

instead of 12 spies, Joshua picks 2 in commemoration of he and Kalev (Caleb) 

being the only two the first go around to come back with a good report and the 

rally cry to take the Land. We see the 2
nd

 generation doesn’t make the same 

mistake as the first as it says in Heb. 3:17-19, and they go over and take the Land 

as commanded and expected. 

 

 

 



Kid’s your parents can relate to this passage, have them read this to you and really 

think about times when you do not obey your parents right away. It is the same as 

disobeying. 

 

Shabbat Shalom and Shavuah Tov! 

-- Yehudah ben Shomeyr 
 


