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Num. 20:1-2 

 

Then came the children of Israel, even the whole congregation, into the desert of Zin in the 

first month: and the people abode in Kadesh; and Miriam died there, and was buried 

there. And there was no water for the congregation: and they gathered themselves together 

against Moses and against Aaron. 

 

“She was the one we followed, who knew each of us by name healing rose from 

her touch as drink from the deep, as song from her throat. She was the well in our 

hearts we called her not Miriam, bitter sea, but Mayim, water.” 

-- Barbra Holender, “Miriam’s Well” 

 

Miriam, the big sister of Moshe (Moses) and Aaaron; when we first meet her in the 

Torah we find her by water, watching the basket containing Moses. Jewish 

Tradition says that Miriam and her mother were actually the two birthing coaches 

that saved the Israelites babies from Pharaoh’s death sentence decree. If this is so 

Miriam was well acquainted with the water that breaks when a woman is about to 

give birth. We find in the wilderness wanderings she was the beloved matriarch 

and water scout. It is said that a mystical well of water followed Israel in their 

wanderings on account of Miriam. This also said to be the same well that appeared 

before Hagar to give to Ishmael when they were driven from Abraham Avinu (Our 

Father). It is said the well was merited to Miriam on account of protecting Moses’ 

life when he was set in the basket upon the waters. So it is no wonder when 

Miriam dies the water supply cannot be found. In Song of Songs Rabbah 4:14 the 

Rabbis said the well dried up when Miriam died. Miriam must have been a person 

who inspired, brought life to people and that is why she is so connected to water. 

In desert communities water = life in science and space exploration the same holds 

true. 

 

Then Moses and Aaron fetch water from the Rock in a wrong manner which 

disqualify them from entering the Promised Land. 

 

Later in the Torah Portion Israel asks to pass through Edom and offers financial 

compensation if any water on their land is consumed (Exd. 20:14-21) But Edom 



refused them to pass through. The whole Torah Portion seems to revolve around 

water and in our Haftarah Portion in Jud. 11:16 reminds us of the Sea of Reeds 

which Israel passed through symbolizing a mikvah (Baptism), symbolizing the 

birth of the Nation and spiritual re-birth. 

 

Yeshua touches on this spiritual birth in John 3:1-7 and He reminds us that He 

Himself the Mayim Chaim (Living Waters John 4), in essence spiritually He was 

that well in the wilderness. 

 

Shabbat Shalom and Shavuah Tov! 

-- Yehudah ben Shomeyr  
 

 


