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Parashah # 45: Va’etchanan “And I pleaded”  

Devarim (Deuteronomy) 3:23-7:11 

By: Yehudah ben Shomeyr 

 

 

This Torah Portion is a summary of the core of Judaism. It contains the 10 

commandments which is a summation of the 613. It also contains the Shema, what 

I like to call the John 3:16 of Judaism, for every child knows it as soon as they are 

able to utter words, much like most all Christian children know John 3:16. We also 

have one of the Six Remembrances recited daily by devout Jews. This Torah 

Portion is extra special to me because it is the Torah portion I was born under in 

August 6
th

 of 1973, the 8
th

 of Av, 5733. 

  

Deut. 3:26 

 
“But the LORD was angry with me on your account, and would not listen to me. So 

the LORD said to me: ‘Enough of that! Speak no more to Me of this matter. 
 

Do you remember as kids after your parents made a decision on a matter and you 

begged them to no end to change their mind and they probably said just what G-d 

said to Moses here concerning his desire to cross over into the Promised Land after 

G-d decreed he will die without entering it. “It’s enough speak to me no more on 

this matter.” G-d says to Moses. Sounds like what we parents say to our kids after 

a myriad of droning, “Please, please, please, please, please!!!!” 

 

Regarding Deuteronomy Chapter Four, what is the purpose of Torah? “For to DO 

them.” 4:4-9 who will live? Who will endure to the end and be saved (Matt. 24:13, 

Mk. 13:13)? Those that cleave unto YHWH and His Torah. For it (the Torah) G-d 

said is our wisdom (Proverbs, Psalm 119). Has G-d done away with His Word or 

His Wisdom? NEVER! Therefore the Torah is not done away with (Matt. 5). 

 

G-d tells us never to forget the giving of the Torah at Mount Sinai and one of the 

Six Remembrances devout Jews recite daily. We are to remember the summation 

of the 613 Commandments of Torah by remembering the ten, which by the way is 

also recited daily. Also in this passage and recited at least twice a day is the 

Shema, declaring the One and Only-ness of YHWH, G-d of Israel. This brings me 

to focus of at least one of the Ten Commandments and that is the prohibition of 

Idolatry. In dealing with idols the punishment for making or serving them is to 

continue making them and serving them…. But in captive exile! Like a kid caught 



smoking behind the garage only to be made to smoke the whole pack at once in the 

presence of the parent. Or like kid pigging out on Purim treats until one gets a 

tummy ache and pukes! Repentance is the only true hope of escape.    

 

 

HAFTARAH #45 

 

In Isaiah 40:1-26 our Haftarah portion and the first passage in the series of the 

Seven Weeks of Comfort Isaiah shows us that the 2
nd

 generation of the Exodus that 

entered the Promised Land ended up forsaking the Torah just as Moses warned not 

to do in his farewell speech to the Nation. Luckily at some point Israel realizes the 

error of their ways and comes back to G-d in true repentance and this G-d tells 

Isaiah to comfort the people.  

 

“Why does it say: “Comfort, oh comfort My People.”? Because it is said 

(Lamentations) “She weeps, she weeps in the night.” Twice the Holy One said: 

Now I will comfort you twice: “Comfort, Comfort My People.” – Pesikta Rabbati 

30:2 

 

Just as I focused on Idolatry in the Torah Portion so Isaiah speaks of the futility of 

producing and worshiping idols (v.18-26). 

 

 

BRIT CHADASHA #45  

 

 

Within the Haftarah passage it is prophetically hinted of the ultimate redemption 

found in the arrival of the Messiah and in Matthew 3:3 quotes Isaiah 40:3 This 

mikvah of Yeshua by his cousin Yochannon sealed the Shmica (ordination) of and 

kicked off Yeshua’s public ministry and work as a Rabbi. This was the culmination 

and the Light and the fulfillment that the prophets like Isaiah spoke of this brought 

about Messiah ben Yosef, the Suffering Servant, The Exilic Messiah, the One who 

would redeem the people from their sins. When Moshiach returns again He will 

come as Messiah ben David the Conquering Messiah of the Promised Land. 

 

 

Shabbat Shalom, Shavuah Tov! 

--  Yehudah ben Shomeyr 


