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Deuteronomy 24  

Divorce, Here is a subject so very relevant in today’s society, and a touchy one in 

many religious circles. Originally growing up in a Christian home and going to 

church I surveyed first hand that the Pastors (at least ones I knew) could not 

navigate this subject and really had no clue on what a straight answer was to 

questions regarding divorce. And the stance they took in the particular 

denomination I grew up in was a misinterpretation of Yeshua and Rav Sha’ul’s 

words and none that I know of ever went back to the source for whence the subject 

came, which is the Torah. As a result they ruled that qualified men and women 

could not serve and minister because they had been divorced. 

There were two schools of thought regarding divorce in Yeshua’s day; the School 

of Hillel, which was conservative, and the School of Shemi which was ultra-

conservative. Nine times out of ten Yeshua sided with Hillel, but in regards to 

divorce He sided with Shemi. 

Hillel felt that you could divorce your wife for any reason, even if your wife burnt 

supper. Yeshua disagreed: 

 

Matthew 19:3-12 The Pharisees also came unto him, tempting him, and saying unto him, Is 

it lawful for a man to put away his wife for every cause? And he answered and said unto 

them, Have ye not read, that he which made them at the beginning made them male and 

female, And said, For this cause shall a man leave father and mother, and shall cleave to his 

wife: and they twain shall be one flesh? Wherefore they are no more twain, but one flesh. 

What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put asunder. They say unto him, 

Why did Moses then command to give a writing of divorcement, and to put her away? He 

saith unto them, Moses because of the hardness of your hearts suffered you to put away 

your wives: but from the beginning it was not so. And I say unto you, Whosoever shall put 

away his wife, except it be for fornication, and shall marry another, committeth adultery: 

and whoso marrieth her which is put away doth commit adultery. His disciples say unto 

him, If the case of the man be so with his wife, it is not good to marry. But he said unto 

them, All men cannot receive this saying, save they to whom it is given. For there are some 

eunuchs, which were so born from their mother's womb: and there are some eunuchs, 

which were made eunuchs of men: and there be eunuchs, which have made themselves 

eunuchs for the kingdom of heaven's sake. He that is able to receive it, let him receive it. 



 

Luke 16:18 Whosoever putteth away his wife, and marrieth another, committeth adultery: 

and whosoever marrieth her that is put away from her husband committeth adultery. 

 

That is for any reason besides adultery and or fornication. This was said to counter 

the “divorce on a whim” attitude of the day. I’m sure this isn’t exhaustive reasons 

for divorce, for I know that God would not expect one to remain in any kind of 

abusive relationship. This it is why it is so important to realize that the application 

of Torah commands, especially when rendered by a religious leader, must take 

them on a case by case basis. There are few situations which is a “text book” 

divorce. The Talmud is all about applying Torah on a case by case basis and the 

Rabbi’s and Sages argued every conceivable situation regarding any given 

Commandment and or issue. 

Yeshua’s talmidim (disciples) evidently shocked at Yeshua’s view basically said 

that marriage can be rough, we want a way out! Yeshua said that marriage is not 

for everyone, just as a single life is not for everyone. One has to be called to both 

types of lives. 

Here is Rav Sha’ul’s take on the matter: 

 

1 Corinthians 7:10-17 And unto the married I command, yet not I, but the Lord, Let not 

the wife depart from her husband: But and if she depart, let her remain unmarried, or be 

reconciled to her husband: and let not the husband put away his wife. But to the rest speak 

I, not the Lord: If any brother hath a wife that believeth not, and she be pleased to dwell 

with him, let him not put her away. And the woman which hath an husband that believeth 

not, and if he be pleased to dwell with her, let her not leave him. For the unbelieving 

husband is sanctified by the wife, and the unbelieving wife is sanctified by the husband: 

else were your children unclean; but now are they holy. But if the unbelieving depart, let 

him depart. A brother or a sister is not under bondage in such cases: but God hath called 

us to peace. For what knowest thou, O wife, whether thou shalt save thy husband? or how 

knowest thou, O man, whether thou shalt save thy wife? But as God hath distributed to 

every man, as the Lord hath called every one, so let him walk. And so ordain I in all 

churches. 

 



All Rav Sha’ul is saying here is that if a spouse converts and the other does not, 

this is no reason to divorce, one is encouraged to stay with the unbelieving spouse 

unless it is the unbelieving spouses decision to divorce.  

Rav Sha’ul being a Rav was required to be married to be so, therefore being a 

prominent Jew he was most likely divorced by his wife after he accepted Yeshua 

as Messiah, for women had the right and option to divorce as well. I’ll admit this is 

only educated speculation, for the Scriptures are silent on this issue. But Rav 

Sha’ul does say about the celibacy he found himself in: 

 

1 Corinthians 7:7 For I would that all men were even as I myself. But every man hath his 

proper gift of God, one after this manner, and another after that. 

 

He liked the fact that if freed him to minister without distractions or other 

obligations. 

 

This is the main text Yeshua and Rav Sha’ul drew from, I have added Rashi’s 

Commentary to these verses which really bring the issue to light:  

 

Deuteronomy 24:1 When a man takes a wife and is intimate with her, and it 

happens that she does not find favor in his eyes because he discovers in her an 

unseemly [moral] matter, and he writes for her a bill of divorce and places it into 

her hand, and sends her away from his house, 

 

(In this case] he has an obligation to divorce her, lest she find favor in his eyes 

[and he might consequently wish to keep her, which he must not do, since she had 

committed an act of impropriety]. — [Gittin 90b]) 

 

2. and she leaves his house and goes and marries another man, 

 

(who differs from her first husband, for that one sent the evil woman out of his 

home, whereas this [man] has taken her in[to his home]. — [Gittin 90b]) 

 

3. if the latter husband hates her and writes her a bill of divorce, and places it into 

her hand and sends her away from his house, or if the latter husband who took her 

as a wife, dies 

 



(Scripture informs him that eventually he will [come to] despise her, and if not, she 

will bury him, for it says, “or if the latter husband… dies.”- [Sifrei 24:135]) 

 

4. her first husband, who had sent her away, may not take her again to be his wife, 

since she was defiled [to him], for that is an abomination before the Lord, and you 

shall not bring sin to the land the Lord, your God, gives you for an inheritance. 

 

([This unusual expression comes] to include a sotah [a woman suspected of 

adultery] because she secluded herself [with another man]. [Until her trial 

ceremony takes place (see Num. 5:11-31) and it is yet unknown whether she has 

indeed committed adultery, he may not have relations with her.] - [Sifrei 24:136]) 

 

 

Many Christians attempt to use I Tim. 3: 2,12, and Titus 1:6 to build their case 

against divorcees being unqualified to minister to the body as a leader. 

 

This may come as a shock to some, but polygamy is not forbidden, though 

discouraged in the Scriptures, and because Ministers are similar in vein of the 

Levitical Priests, Rav Sha’ul exhorts that a Minister should only have one wife so 

as not to be unnecessarily preoccupied with matters that would draw ones attention 

away from ministry, among other reasons I will not get into. But the bottom line is 

that a divorcee is not exempt from ministry. 

 

So to bury an old Christian misconception regarding this issue, the crux of the 

matter is that divorce does not disqualify one for a religious leadership position 

among the body. A divorced person CAN remarry; just not to the one they 

divorced IF he or she remarried and then found themselves single again as a result 

of another divorce or death. For I have heard in Christian circles that one cannot 

remarry after one divorces. This is simply not true. The body of Jewish literature is 

full of various cases for divorce even among Rabbi’s. 

 

 

HAFTARAH #49 

 

 

Isa. 54:1-8. This speaks of a happily married woman who was infertile and now 

has to widen her borders because of the many children she will have. More than 

the old woman who lived in a shoe, that’s for sure! 

 



Prophetically this speaks of how after Israel’s repentance and putting away her 

pagan lovers and unfaithfulness to ADONAI that God takes her back and becomes 

happily married and the love that blossoms from this relationship is faithful Torah 

Obedient Jews and Gentiles. 

 

 

BRIT CHADASHA #49 

 

 

(CONTAINED WITHIN THIS WEEKS TORAH PORTION) 

 

 

Shabbat Shalom and Shavuah Tov! 

-- Yehudah ben Shomeyr 
 


