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Parashah #53 Haazinu “Give Ear” 

By: Yehudah ben Shomeyr 

 

 

Deut. 32:44-47 

 

Vv. 44-47 Songs, the ones you like and ironically as if your mind was a separate 

entity sets out to annoy you. The ones you don’t like often get stuck in your head 

and plays over and over like a broken record. 

 

Too bad we don’t know the tune of this last creative labor of Moses that he created 

and taught Israel before he died and before his apprentice Joshua and led the 

Children of Israel over in to the Promised Land to settle it. 

 

Whatever the beat (perhaps we do have it in the traditional canting marks used in 

synagogues by Cantors today) we can be confident in the fact that this tune lodged 

itself in the hearts and minds of Israel. When Israel obeys Torah it’s like a Rocky 

Theme Song urging them on to further victory. When Israel strays from Torah it 

played like a funeral dirge, taunting and haunting them with their failures and 

unfaithfulness. 

 

Even though we may not know the original tune, we can come up with another or 

can simply allow the power of the read and spoken word to impact and forever 

burn it into our souls to chime in times of praise or chastisement. 

 

V.44 Joshua here is called by his old name “Hoshea” to indicate that just because 

he is to be the next leader that he wasn’t above God’s Laws and that he stood as 

one of the people when this song was given to show he never lost his humility even 

after his name change and promotion to leadership. 

 

Vv. 46-47  Here again as in the last few Torah Portions, Moses emphasizes that the 

Torah is life and is to be one’s life. 

 

 

HAFTARAH #53 

 

 

II SAM. 22:21-31 



 

 

Here too is a song written by the most famous Jewish song writers; King David. 

Like the song of Moses in our Torah Portion it praises God for His faithfulness and 

provisions. It highlights the advantages, benefits and blessings of obeying God, 

meaning keeping His Torah. It is more or less a song of gratitude to ADONAI with 

an underlying emphasis of Obedience to Torah. 

 

 

BRIT CHADASHA #53 

 

Rev. 15:3-4 And they sing the song of Moses the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, 

saying, Great and marvellous are thy works, Lord God Almighty; just and true are thy 

ways, thou King of saints. Who shall not fear thee, O Lord, and glorify thy name? for thou 

only art holy: for all nations shall come and worship before thee; for thy judgments are 

made manifest.  

 

We find here that the Song of Moses in the Torah Portion will be our song in the 

Time to Come. 

Shabbat Shalom and Shavuah Tov! 

 

-- Yehudah ben Shomeyr 
 


