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Jeff Foxworthy said, “If you have to climb a water tower with a can of spray paint 

to defend your sister’s honor, you might be a redneck.” 

 

Gen 35:10-15  

 
10 

And God said unto him, Thy name is Jacob: thy name shall not be called any more 

Jacob, but Israel shall be thy name: and he called his name Israel. 

11 
And God said unto him, I am God Almighty: be fruitful and multiply; a nation and a 

company of nations shall be of thee, and kings shall come out of thy loins; 

12 
And the land which I gave Abraham and Isaac, to thee I will give it, and to thy seed after 

thee will I give the land. 

13 
And God went up from him in the place where he talked with him. 

14 
And Jacob set up a pillar in the place where he talked with him, even a pillar of stone: 

and he poured a drink offering thereon, and he poured oil thereon. 

15 
And Jacob called the name of the place where God spake with him, Bethel. 

 

Strikingly similar to Native American culture, sometimes the Hebrew name 

reflects a life accomplishment. In this case Jacob, Ya’akov, “Heel Catcher,” makes 

you think of one not fully engaged with the enemy, only for a short time grasping 

at his heels before he eventually gets away from you. Symbolizing all the things 

you aspire for in life has eluded you. 

 

You were supposed to get the birthright by God’s Word and had to obtain it by 

deception which causes you to be on the run and in turn was cheated out of pay, 

bride and pay by your father-in-law and now your sons just slaughtered a whole 

city as revenge for taking their sister’s virginity. Now you fear reprisal from this. 

By this time Jacob must feel like a failure, the next rung in the ladder always 

slightly out of reach. But God sees otherwise. 

 



V.10 Israel, meaning, “He who wrestled with God and won,” God obviously 

doesn’t see Jacob or his life as a failure or else he would have kept his name “Heel 

Catcher.” 

 

What we see as failures, God sees as successes and God sees the future, one we 

may not get the privilege of seeing. 

 

V.11-15 Jacob then recalls his wrestling match with the “Angel of the LORD” 

AKA: Yeshua in pre-incarnate form, an emanation of God Himself, and won the 

blessing! He then thinks further back to the night he used a stone for a pillow and 

was sleeping on the doorstep of Heaven! 

 

Wonder if Axel Rose of Gun’s-n-Roses, could have made, “Sleep, Sleep, Sleeping 

at Heaven’s Door” a hit!? 

 

HAFTARAH #8 

 

In Hosea 12:10-14, Hosea reminds us of these facts, these providential moves of 

God that may be seen as failures in the individuals eyes who are undergoing them. 

 

Sure, there may be set back or inconvenienced at the moment but they ultimately 

fit into God overall plan as we see in Obadiah 1:10-21. 

 

BRIT CHADASHA #8 

 

Rom 8:28 

 

This passage I know is little comfort and even seems a cruel cliché or and over 

simplified kiss upon a gaping wound, but our attitude doesn’t lessen the powerful 

truth of these words. 

 

Go on, look back and see all the times you thought your life was over and 

wondered toward God, “WHY!?” And remember how HE brought you through? 

What you then saw as a setback or road block was actually that catalyst to bring 

you to God’s intended destination. You may not see it now, for even now you may 

be in the thick of it, but in time you will be able to look back and realize you are a 

success. 
 

 

Shabbat Shalom and Shavuah Tov! 



-- Yehudah ben Shomeyr 
 

 

MEMORY VERSES: 

 

 And Jacob called the name of the place Peniel: for I have seen God face to 

face, and my life is preserved. – Gen. 32:30 

 

 And the house of Jacob shall be a fire, and the house of Joseph a flame, and 

the house of Esau for stubble, and they shall kindle in them, and devour 

them; and there shall not be any remaining of the house of Esau; for 

the LORD hath spoken it. – Obd. 1:18 

 

 By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau concerning things to come. – Heb. 

11:20  
 

 


